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PREFACE 
TO THE FIRST EDITION: 


15 LL things muſt be fulfilled, faith our bleſ. 
ce ſed Lord, which were written in the 
« PSALMS concerning me.“ Beſide his own ci- 
tations mentioned in the Goſpel Hiſtory, we find 
ſeveral others in the ſermons and writings of his 
Apoſtles. And the primitive Chriſtians ſeem to 
have entertained the ſame opinion with ſome pi- 
ous and learned moderns, © That the Apoſtles did 
not quote all the Pſalms they could have quoted, 
* but only gave a key to their hearers, by which 
they might open other, paſſages in the Book.“ 
Auguſtin ſpeaks the ſentiments of many of the 
ancients, when he ſays, Tunc P/almos videri ſua- 
viſſimos, ac diviniſſima luce perfuſos, cum in his 
caput et membra, Chriſtum et ecclefham, five aperte 
prepalatos, frue latenter dęſignatos intelligimus. And 
he purſues this plan throughout his Enarrationes 
in Fſalmos. But becauſe there are others who 
may think this is going too far; and becauſe the 
ſole deſign of the following Notes is to aſſiſt 
Chriſtian devotion in ſinging the Pſalms, care has 
been taken when the application of the Pſalm, as 
prophetical or typical, is doubtful, to expreſs the 
Notes in a manner which avoids all diſpute. They 
are extracted with very little alteration from the 
two volumes of Dr Horne's Commentary on the 
the book of Pſalms. It was not intended to give 
Notes on every Pſalm, nor on all the parts of any ; 
but chiefly to ſele& from the other pious and uſe- 
ful obſervations which compoſe that valuable 
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PREFACE. 


Commentary, ſuch paſſages as ſeem'd to have a 
peculiar aſpect to the Redeemer, or a natural ten- 
dency to bring Him to a Chriſtian's mind. Let 
the ſerious reader conſider them in what light he 
chooſes ; whether of expoſition, or only of accom- 
modation, or even of occaſional meditation upon 
comparing the Pſalter with the New Teſtament : 
only, may it pleaſe God to make them, by his 
bleſſing, ſubſervient to Chriſtian piety in this hea- 
venly part of divine worſhip, by often recalling to 
the remembrance of the worſhippers Him © whom 
“it is the Father's will that all men ſhould ho- 


* nour, even as they honour the Father.” 
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THE 
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. THE 


Ps ALMS of David. 


PSALMA.... 
The PsALTER, like the Sermon on the Mount, openeth with a a 
te heatitude” for our comfort and encouragement, directing us imme- 


diately to that happineſs, which all mankind, in different ways, ate 
ſceking and inquiring after. 5 | 


I HAT man“ hath perfect bleſſedneſs, 
i who walketh not aſtray 
In counſel of ungodly men, 
nor ſtands in finners' way, 
Nor ſitteth in the ſcorner's chair; 
2 But placeth his delight 
Upon God's law, and meditates 
on his law day and night. 


Ver. 1. Heb. © Adam.” O thou ſecond Adam, who alone, fince 
the tranſgreſſion of the Hirſt, haſt attained a ſinleſs perfection, make thy 
ſervants “ bleſſed,” by making them“ righteous” through thy mepgics 
and grace. 

Ver. 2. When the law of God is the ſubject of our ſtudies and me- 
ditations, we are conſormed to the example of our Redeemer himſelf, 
who, as a man, while he “ increaſed in ſtature,” increaſed likewiſe - 
in wiſdom,” and grew powerful in the knowledge of the law which 
he was to fulfil, and of thoſe prophecies which he was to accompliſh ; 
fo _ at twelve years of age, he had more underſtanding than his 
teachers. k 


3 He ſhall be like a tree that grows 
near planted by a river, 4 
Which in his ſeaſon yields bis fruit, 
and his leaf fadeth never: 
And all he doth ſhall proſper well. 
4 The wicked arc not ſo; 
But like they are unto the chaff 
which wind drives to and fro. 


Ver. 3. How eminently is this the caſe with that Tree of Like, 
which Jznovan planted in the midft of his new paradiſe by the waters 
of comfort ; a tree which ſprung out of the earth; but its height reach- 
ed to heaven, and its breadth to the ends of the world; its ſhadow is 
for the protection, its fruit for the ſupport, and its leaves for the heal. 


ing of the nations, Rev. xxii. i 


* Yin f 5 In 


PSALM I. 
5 In judgment therefore ſhall not ſtand 
ſuch as ungodly are | 
Nor in th” aſſembly of the juſt 
{hall wicked men appear. 
6 For why? the way of godly men 
unto the Lord is known : 
Whereas the way of wicked men 
| ſhall quite be overthrown. 

Ver. 5. A day is coming, when the Divine Huſbandman ſhall ap- 
pear with“ his fan in his hand,” and ſhall © throughly purge his floor.” 
Then ſhall there be © an aſſembly of the righteous,” in which © ſinners 
© ſhall not ſtand,” Matth. xxv.—At preſent, wheat and chaff lye in 
one floor; wheat and tares grow in one field; good and bad fiſhes 


are comprehended in one net: Let us wait with patience God's time 
of ſeparation. | 3 8 | 


* 
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— 


PS AL M II. 


1 WHY rage the heathen? and vain things 
why do the people mind ? | 
2 Kings of the earth do ſet themſelves, 
and princes are combin'd 
To plot againſt the Lord, and his : 
Andinted, ſaying thus, < 
3 Let us aſunder break their bands, 
and caſt their cords from us. 


Ver. I, 2. Theſe verſes are cited, Acts iv. “ the rulers were gather- 


4 ed together againſt the Lord, and againit his Chriſt,” After the aſ- 
cenſion of Chriſt, and the effuſion of the Spirit, the whole power of 
the Roman empire was employed in the ſame cauſe, by thoſe who, 
from time to time, {ſwayed the ſceptre of the world. But ſtill they 
who intended to extirpate Chriſtianity, how many, or how mighty ſo- 
ever they might be, were found only to © imagine a vain thing ;” and 
equally vain will every imagination be, that exalteth itſelf againſt the 
counſels of God, for the ſalvation of his people. 

4 He that in heaven ſits ſhall laugh: 

the Lord ſhall ſcorn them all. 
5 Then ſhall he ſpeak to them in wrath, | 


in rage he vex them ſhall. 
6 Yet notwithſtanding I have him 
to be my King appointed, 
And over Zion my holy hill, 
I have him King anointed. ' | 
Ver. 5, 6. The meaning is, that by pouring out his indignatton upon 
the adverſaries ol Meſſiah, as formerly upon thoſe of David, God would 
no 
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PSALM II. 


no lefs evidently convit and reprove their folly and impiety, than if 


he had actually thus ſpoken to them from his eternal throne, 


7 'The ſure decree I will declare : 
the Lord hath ſaid to me, 
Thou art mine only Son, this day 
I have begotten thee. 
3 Aſk of me, and for heritage 
the heathen Il make thine; 
And, for poſſeſſion, I to thee 
will give earth's utmoſt line. 

Ver. 7. Jeſus, for the ſuffering of death, crowned with honour and 
immortality, upon the holy hill of Zion, in the new Jeruſalem, now 
« declares the decree,” or preaches the goſpel of the everlaſting co- 
venant. His part in the tovenant was performed by keeping the law, 
and dying for the ſins of men. Nothing therefore remained, but the 
accompliſhment of the promiſe made to him by the Father, upon 
thoſe conditions. One part of this promiſe was fulfilled, ſaith Paul, 
„ in that he had raiſed up Jeſus again; as it is written in the ſecond 
« pſalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.” Adts xiii. 
Another part was fulfilled at the aſcenſion of Chriſt, and his inaugu- 
ration to an eternal kingdom, and an unchangeable prieſthood, as the 
true Melchizedeck, King of righteouſneſs, King of peace, and Prieſt 
of the moſt high God. The next article in the covenant, on the Fa- 
ther's fide, was the enlargement of Meſſiah's ſpiritual kingdom, by 
the acceſſion of the nations to the church. And accordingly, this 
was the next thing which “ Jenovan ſaid unto him,” after having 
proclaimed his Sanſhip and pre-eminence : as we find by the follow- 
ing verſe, Aſk of me, and for heritage the heathen I'll make thine,” 

Ver. 8. That ſuch requeſt was made by Chriſt, and granted by the 
Father, the perſon who writes this, and he who reads it, in a once Pa- 
gan, but now Chriſtian iſland, are both witneſſes. 


9 Thou ſhalt, as with a weighty rod 
of iron, break them all; 
And, as a potter's ſherd, thou ſhalt 
them daſh in pieces ſmall. 
10 Now therefore kings be wiſe'; be taught, 
ye judges of the earth. 
11 Serve God in fear, and ſee that ye 
join trembling with your mirth. 


Ver. 9. The irreſiſtible power and inflexible juſtice of Chriſt's king- 
dom are ſignified by his © ruling with a rod of iron;” the impotence 
of thoſe who preſume to oppoſe him, is compared to that of © a pot» 
* ters veſſel,” which muſt fly in pieces at the firſt ſtroke of the iron 
rod. The power of Chriſt will be manifeſted in all, by the deſtruction 
either of fin or the ſinner. The hearts which now yield to the im- 
preſſions of his Spirit, are broken only in order to be formed anew, and 
to become veſſels of honour, fitted for the Maſter's uſe. Thoſe which 
continue ſtubborn and hardened, muſt be daſhed in pieces, . 

AS 12 Kiſs 


PSALM III. 


12 Kits ye the Son, leſt in his ire 
ye periſh from the way, 
If once his wrath begin to burn : 
bleſt all that on him ſtay. 


PSALM III. 


1 O Loren, how are my foes increas'd ! 
—- againſt me many riſe. 
Many ſay of my ſoul, For him 
in God no ſuccour lies. 
Yet thou my ſhield and glory art, 
th' uplifter of mine head. : 
4 I cry'd, and from his holy hill 
the Lord me anſwer made. 


Ver. 1. David is aſtoniſhed to find, that © the hearts of the men cf 
* Iſrael are after Abſalom ;” 2 Sam. xv. 13. that his counſellors are 
revoited, and his friends falling off continually ; and that the king of 
Iſrael is forced to leave his capital, mourning and weeping. Thus, led 
forth out of Jeruſalem by his own children in arms againſt him, the 
holy Jeſus went, forſaken and ſotrowing to the croſs, in the day of 
trouble. | | : 
Ver. 2. Affliction and deſertion are two very different things, but 
often confounded by the world. Shimei reviled David, as reprobated 
by heaven; and the language of the Shimeis aſter ward, concerning the 
Son of David, was, “He truſted in God; let him deliver him now, 
if he will have him,” What therefore hath faith to offer? We ſhall 
hear Yet thou my ſhield and glory art, -th* uplifter of mine head. 
Ver. 3; Such is the anſwer of David, and of all the ſaints, but above 
all, of the King of ſaints, to the temptation before-mentioned. Jeho- 
vah is a * ſhield” againſt this, and all other fiery darts, ſhot by Satan 
and his confederates. He is the © glory” of Chriſt and the church, 
with which they will one day be ſeen inveſted, though for a ſeaſon it 
appear not to the world, any more than did the royalty of David, when 
weeping and barefoot he went up mount Olivet, 2 Sam. xv. 30. : the 
fame Jchovah is “ the lifter up of our heads,” by the giſt. of holy 
confidence, and the hope of a reſurrection, through that of Jeſus Chriſt, 
prefigured by the triumphant and happy return of David to Jeruſalem. 
Ver. 4. David, driven from Jeruſalem, till looked and prayed to- 
wards the « holy hill” of Zion. Chriſt, when a firanger on the earth, 
made ſupplication, with ſtrong crying,” to his Father in heaven. 


3 


as 


5 I laid me down and flept, I wak'd, 
for God ſuſtained me. 
6 I will not fear though thouſands ten 
ſet round againſt me be. 
7 Ariſe, O Lord, fave me, my God; 
for thou my foes haſt ſtroke 2 


| 
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PSALM IV. 


All on the cheek- bone, and the teeth 
of wicked men haſt broke. 


Ver. 5. Behold David, in the midſt of danger, ſleeping without fear; 
ſecure, through the divine protection, of awaking to vanquiſh his ene- 
mies. Bchold the Son of David compoſing kimſelt to his reſt upon the 
croſs, that bed of ſorrows ; and commending his ſpirit into the Father's 
hands, in full confidence of a joyful reſurrection, according to the pro- 
miſe at the time appointed. O Chriſtian, let faith teach thee how to 


cep. and how to die. 


Ver. 7. The church, through Chriſt, prayeth in theſe words of Da- 
vid, that Jehovah would ariſe, that he would finally break the power 
of Satan, and work that glorious deliverance for the members wliich 
is already wrought for the Head. | - 


8 Salvation doth appertain 
unto the Lord alone : 
Thy blefing, Lord, for evermore 
thy people is upon. 


P'S A LMiIv. 


I "$234; ear unto me when I call, 
God of my right'ouſneſs: 
Have mercy, hear-my pray'r, thon haſt 
enlarg'd me in diſtreſs. 
2 Oye the ſons of men, how long 
will ye love vanities ? 
How-long my glory turn to ſhame, 
and will ye follow lies? 
Ver. 2. If the Iſraclitiſh monarch conceived he had juſt cavſe to ex. 


poſtulate with his enemies, for deſpiſing the royal majeſty, with which 
Jehovah had inveſted his Anointed; of how much ſeverer reproof ſhall 
they be thought worthy, who blaſpheme the eſſential « glory” of King 
M-#iah, which ſhines forth by his goſpel in the church? Thou, 6 
Chriſt, art everlaſting Truth; all is “ vauity and falſchood,” tranlicnt 
and fallacious, but the love of thee ! 


3 But know, that for himfelf the Lord 

the godly man doth chuſe: _ 
The Lord, when I on him do call, 

to hear will not refuſe. 

4 Fear, and lin not: talk with your heart 
on bed, and ſilent be. 

5 Orings preſent of right'ouſneſs, 
and in the Lord truſt ye, 


Ver. 3. Be the opinions, or the practices of men what they will, the 


ceunſel of the Lord that ſhall ſtand, Is David * fct apart” for the 
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PSALM IV. 
kingdom of Iſrael? Saul ſhall not be able to detain, nor Abſalom to 


wrelt it from him. Is Meſſiah ordained to be King of the Iſrael of 
God? Death and hell ſhall not prevent it. Our Interceſſor is already on 


high; and, for his ſake, © the Lord will hear us when we call upon him.“ 


Ver. 5. The Jews are no longer to offer the ſhadowy ſacrifices of 
their law, ſmce He, whogis the ſubſtance of them all, is come into the 
world. The Gentiles are no more to offer their idolatrous ſacrifices, 
ſiuce their idols have fallen before the Croſs. But returning ſinners, 
yhether Jews or Gentiles, are to offer the ſame “ ſacrifices” of evan. 


cgelical ** righteouſneſs ;?* not“ putting their #ruſt” in them, but © in 


the Lord Jeſus,” through whole Spirit they are enabled to offer, and 
through whoſe blood their offerings are acceptable unto God, Heb. 


XIli. 16. 2 


6 O who will ſhew us any good ?. 
is that which many fay: 
But of thy countenance the light, 
Lord, lift on us alway. 
7 Upon my heart beſtow'd by thee, 
more gladneſs I have found, 
Than they, ev'n then, when corn and wine 
did moſt with them abound. 


Ver. 6, How many are continually aſking the queſtion in this verſe ? 


How few applying to Him, who alone can give an anſwer of peace and 
comfort ! 8 


8 I will both lay me down in peace, 
and quiet fleep will take: 
Becauſe thou only me to dwell 

in ſafety, Lord, doſt make. 


PSALM V. 
I (IVE ear unto my words, O Lord, 


my meditation*- weigh. 
2 Hear my loud cry, my King, my. God, 
for I to thee will pray. 
3 Lord, thou ſhalt early hear my voice; 
LI eariy will direct | 
My pray'r to thee, and looking up, 
an anſwer will expect. | 


Ver. 5. * Heb. Or, my dove-like mournings. Chriſt, his church, 


znd the believing ſoul, are all in ſcripture ſtyled “ doves,” from their 
yoſſeſſing the amiable properties of that bird of meekneſs and inno- 
cence, purity and love. The ©& mournings” of fuch are always heard 
and attended to in heaven. 

Ver. 2. The voice of the ſuppliant's cry will be in proportion to the 
vente which he bath of his fin, Let us often think upon the ſtrong 
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PSALM V. 


eryings of Him who ſuffered for the ſins of the world, and upon that 
interceſſion by which the-pardon of thoſe fins was precured, 

Ver. 3. What is a flothful ſinner to think of himſelf, when he reads, 
concerning the holy Jeſus, that “ in the morning, riſing up a great 
« while before day, he went out and departed into a ſolitary place, and 
« there prayed!” Mark i. 35. | 

4 For thou art not a God that doth 

in wickedneſs delight; 

Neither ſhall evit dwell with thee, 
Nor fools ſtand in thy fight: 

All that ill-doers are thou hat'ſt. 

6 Cutt'ſt off that liars be: 
The bloody and deceitful man 
abhorred is by thee. 


7 But I into thy houſe will come 
in thine abundant grace: 
And I will worſhip in thy fear, 
toward thy holy place. 
8 Becauſe of thoſe mine enemies, 
Lord, in thy right'ouſneſs, : 
Do thou me lead ; do thou thy way 
make ſtraight before my face. 


9 For in their mouth there is no truth, 

their mward part is ill; 

Their throat's an open ſepulchre, 

their tongue doth flatter ſtill. 

10 O God, deftroy them, let them be 

by their own counſel quell'd: 

Them, for their many fins, caſt out, 
for they *gainſt thee rebell'd. 


Ver. 10. Concerning paſſages of this imprecatory kind in the book 
of Pſalms, it is to be obſerved, that they are not ſpoken of private 
and perſonal enemies, but of the oppoſers of God and his Anointed ; 
nor of any among theſe, but the irreclaimable and finally impenitent ; 
and this by way of prediction, rather than imprecation; which would 
appear, if the original verbs were tranflated uniformly in the future 
tenſe. The fate of Ahitophel and Abſalom, of Judas and the Jews, 


X Mould warn others not to offend aſter the ſame example. 


11 But let all joy that truſt in thee ; 
and ſtill make ſhouting noiſe : 
For them thou ſav'ſt: let all that love 
thy name in thee rejoice, © |» 
| | 32 For, 


"of PSALM VI. 
12 For, Lord, unto the right'ous man 
thou wilt thy bleſſing yield; 
With favour thou wilt compaſs him 
about, as with a ſhield. 


Ver. 12. The * bleſſing” of God deſcends upon us through Jeſus 
Chriſt *« the righteous,” or © juſt one,” as of old it did upon IIrael 
throngh David, whom, for the benefit of his choſen, God protected, 
delivered, and placed upon the throne, Thou, O Chriſt, art the righte- 
ous Saviour, thou art the King of Iſrael, thou art the bleſſed of T=no0- 


— 


Van, the fountain of bleſſing to all believers, and thy « favour” is the 


defence and protection of thy church. 


—_ 


PSALM VI. 


I LD, in thy wrath rebuke me not, 
Nor in thy hot rage chaſten me. 
2 Lord, pity me, for I am weak: 
Heal me, for my bones vexed be. 
3 My ſoul is alto vexed ſore : 
- But, Lord, how long ſtay wilt thou make } 
4 Return, O Lord, my ſoul ſet free : 
O ſave me for thy mercies ſake. 


5 Becauſe thoſe that deceaſed are 

Of thee ſhall no remembrance have: 
And who is he that will to thee 

Give prailes lying in the grave? 

6 J with my groaning weary am, 
I alſo all the night my bed 
Have cauſed for to ſwim, and I 
With tears my couch have watered. 


- Mine eye, conſum'd with grief, grows old, 
| Becauſe of all mine enemies. 
8 Hence from me, wicked workers all, 
For God hath heard my weeping cries. 
9 God hath my fupplication heard ; 
My pray'r received gracioufly. 
10 Sham'd and ſore vex'd be all my foes : 
Sham'd and back-turned ſuddenly, 


Second Verſion. 
1 TN thy great indignation, 
O Lord, rebuke me not, 


6 


* 


PSALM VI. 
Nor on me lay thy chaſt'ning hand 
in thy diſpleaſure hot. 5 
2 Lord, I am weak, therefore on me 
have mercy, and me ſpare: 
Heal, me, O Lord, becauſe thou know'ſt 
| my bones much vexed are, 


Ver. 1. As often as we are led thus to expreſs our ſenſe of fin, and 

| eread of puniſhment, let us reflect on Him, whoſe righteous ſoul, endued 

- with a ſenſibility peouliar to itfelf, ſuſtained the fins of the world, and 
| the diſpleaſure ofthe Father. ET | 

Ver. 2. How happy is it for God's people, that they have a Phyſi- 

cian, who cannot but be touched with a feeling of their inſirmities; 

ſecing that he himſelf once took them upon him, and ſuffered, even 

unto the death of the croſs, under which he © fainted,” and on which 

his bones were vexed.” 


3 My ſoul is vexed ſore : but, Lord, 
how long ftay wilt thou make ? 
4 Return, Lord, free my ſoul; and ſave 
me, for thy mercies ſake. 
5 Becauſe of thee in death there ſhall 
no more remembrance be: 
Of thoſe that in the grave do lye, 
who ſhall give thanks to thee ? 
Ver. 3. His ſtrength is ſuppoſed to fail him, and the ſentence is left 
imperfect. What, bleſſed Jeſus, were thy © troubles,” when to thy 
companions thou ſaidſt, My ſoul is exceeding ſorrowful, even unto 
M „death!“ By thoſe thy ſorrows we beſcech thee to hear the voice of 


thine aſſlicted church, crying to thee from the earth, + My ſoul alſo is 
„ {ore troubled ; but thou, O Lord, how long ? | 


6 I with my groaning weary amy 
and all the night my bed 
I cauſed for to ſwim : with tears 
my couch I watered. 
7 By reaſon of my vexing grief 
| mine eye conſumed is; 
It waxeth old, becauſe of all 
that be mine enemies. 


Ver. 6. The all-righteous Saviour himſelf wept over ſinners : ſinners 
reach the ſtory, and yet return again to their ſins! : 

Vor. 7. Grief exhauſts the animal fpirics, dims the eyes, and brings 
on old age before its time. Thus it is ſaid, concerning the Man of 
ſorrows, that“ many were aſtoniſhed at him, his viſage was ſo mar- 
red more than any man, and his form more than the ſons of men.“ 


Nox | | | 8 But 
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PSALM VL 
8 But now depart from me, all ye 
that work iniquity ;. _ 
For why, the Lord hath heard my voice, 
when I did mourn and cry. 
9 Unto my ſupplication 
the Lord did hearing give; 
When I to him my prayer make, 
the Lord will it receive. 


10 Let all be ſham'd, and troubled ſore, 
that .en'mies are to me; 

Let them turn back, and ſuddenly 

| aſhamed let them be. | 


Ver. to. Many of the mournful pſalms end in this manner, to in- 
ſtruct the belie ver, that he is continually to look forward, and ſolace 
himſelf with beholding that day, when his warfare ſhall be accompliſh- 
ed, when ſin and ſorrow ſhall be no more. 
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PS ALM VII. 
2 O Lorp my God, in thee do T > 
my confidence repoſè: 
Save and deliver me from all 
my perſecuting foes: 
2 Leſt that the enemy my ſoul 
ſhould like a lion tear, 
In pieces renting it, while there 
is no deliverer. | 


Ver. x. To a tender and ingenuous fpirit, the © perſecution” of the 


tongue is worſe than that of the ſword, Eelie vers in every age have as 
been perſecuted in this way; and the King of faints often mentions it = 
as one of the bittereſt ingredients in his cup of forrows, _ 
3 O Lord my God, if it be lo _- th 

. . CO 

that I committed this; FR 


If it be fo that in my hands 
iniquity there is : 
4 If I rewarded ill to him 
that was at peace with me; 
(Tea, even the man that without cauſe 
my foe was, I did free;) ; 
Ver. 3. David makes a ſolemn appeal to God, the ſearcher of hearts, 


as judge of his innocence, with regard to the particular crime laid to 


his charge. But Chriſt only could call upon heaven to atteſt his — 
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verfal uprightneſs. In his © hands” there was. no iniquity ;” all his 


works were wrought in perfect righteouſneſs ; and when the prince of 


this world came to try and explore him, he found nothing. | 

Ver. 4. David probably alludes to the life of Saul. Of the Son of 
David Paul ſays, “ in this he commended his love to us, that when we 
« were ſinners, he died for us. Rom. v. 8. In ſo cxalted a ſenſe did 
he « deliver him that without cauſe was his enemy.“ N 


5 Then let the foe purſue, and take 
my ſoul, and my life thruſt _ 
Down to the earth, and let him lay 
mine honour in the duſt. 
6 Riſe in thy wrath, Lord, raiſe thyſelf, 
for my foes raging be: * 
And to the judgment which thou haſt * 
commanded, wake for me. 


Ver. 5. Chriſt, for our ſakes ſubmitting to the imputation of guilt, 
ſuffered all this; but being innocent in himſelf, he triumphed over it 
all. | | 
Ver. 6. How did God “ awake,” and © ariſe,” and © lift up himſelf 
ce to judgment,“ on the behalf of his Anointed, in the day of the reſur- 
rectiou of Jeſus, and the ſubſequent confuſion of his enemies | 


7 So ſhall th' aſſembly of thy folk 
about encompatls thee : | 
'Thou, therefore, for their ſakes, return 
unto thy place on high. 
'8 The Lord he ſhall the people judge : 
my judge, FEHOVAH, be, 
After my right'ouſneſs, and mine 
integrity in me. 
Ver. 7. Thus the determination of the cauſe between Jeſus and his 


- 


adverſaries, brought“ the congregation of the nations“ around him, 
and effected the converſion of the world. _ {i 
Ver. 8. Conſcious of his “ righteouſneſs”? and “ integrity,” as to the 
matter in queſtion, David deſires to be judged by Him, who is to judge 
the world at the laſt day. How few have ſeriouſly and deliberately 
conſidered, whether the ' ſentence of that day is likely to be in their 
fayour ! ; 1 EF 34 x. 2h 
9 O let the wicked's malice end, 
but ſtabliſh ftedfaſtly - 
The rightous : for the right'ous God 
the hearts and reins doth try. 
10 In God, who ſaves th' upright in heart, 
is my defence and ſtag. 
11 God juft men judgeth, God is wroth 
vith ill men ev'ry day. 


PSALM VIL 
ver. 9, & 10. The righteous cauſe hath already triumphed in Chriſt ; 
let us not doubt, but that it will do ſo in his church. Happy the man 
whoſe hope is in God, “ who ſaveth the upright in heart.” 

12 If he do not return again, 
then he his ſword will whet; 

| His bow he hath already bent, 
| and hath it ready ſet. 
| 13 He alſo hath for him prepar'd 
| | the inſtruments of death: 8 
| Againſt the perſecutors he 

his ſhafts ordained hath. 


x4 Behold, he with iniquity 
_ __-Coth travail as in birth; 
A miſchief he conceived hath, 
and falſchood ſhall bring forth. 
15 He made a pit, and digg'd it deep, 
another there to take; 
But he is fall'n into the ditch 
which he himſelf did make. 

Ver. 15. All the world agrees to acknowledge the equity of chat 
ſentence which inflicts upon rhe guilty the puniſhment intended by 
them for the innocent. Haman was hanged on his own gallows. 
The Jews, who excited the Romans to crucify Chriſt, were themſelves, 
by the Romans, crugified in crowds. Striking inſtances theſe:of the 


vengeance to be one day. executed on all tempters and perſecutors of 
Others. FF | | 


16 Upon his own head his miſchief 
Mall be returned home; . 
His vi'lent dealing alſo down 
| on his own pate fhall come, 
17 According to his right'ouſneſs 
the Lord I'll magnify: : 
And will ſing praiſe unto the name 
of God that is moſt high. 


Ver. 17. Whatever doubts may at preſent ar iſe concerning the ways 
of God, let us reſt aſſured that they will all receive a ſolution; and 
that the © righteouſneſs” of the great Judge, manifeſted in his final 
determinations, will be the ſubject of everlaſting hallelujahs. 


„ PS ALM vm. 
I TJOW excellent in all the eartnk 
Lord, our Lord, is thy name! 
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PSALM VIII. 
Who haſt thy glory far advanc*d 
above the ſtarry frame. . 
2 From infants and from ſucklings mouth 
thou dideſt ſtrength ordain, 
For thy foes cauſe, that ſo thou might'ſt 
_ tl avenging foe reſtrain, 
Ver. 1. The Prophet beholds in ſpirit the ſufferings of Chriſt and 
che glory that ſhould follow; the fight fills his heart with wonder, 
love, and devotion, which break forth in this addreſs to“ Jenovan,” 
as © our Lord,” for ſuch he is by the twofold right of creation and 
redemption, having made us, and purchaſed us. On both accounts, 
© how excellent,“ how full of beauty and honour is his name, diffuſed 
dy the goſpel through © all the earth! May we not alſo take oc- 
caſion from this expreſſion, © who haſt ſet thy glory above the heav- 
« ens,” to admire and adore God for the exaltation of that divine Per- 
ſon, who is ſtyled the brightneſs of his glory, high „above the heav. 
ens,” and all created nature, to the throne prepared for him before 
the foundation of the world. 

Ver. 2. This verſe is cited by our Lord, Matt. xxi. 16. and applied 
to „little children in the temple, crying, Hoſanna to the Son of Da- 
6 vid! which vexed and confounded his malignant adverſaries. The 
import of the words, therefore, plainly is, that the praiſes of Meſſiah, 
celebrated in the church by his children, have in them a ſtrength and 


power which nothing can withſtand ; they can abaſh infidelity, when 
at its greateſt height. 


at 
4 3 When I look up unto the heav'ns 
5 which thine own fingers fram'd, 
he VUnto the moon, and to the ſtars, 
of which were by thee ordain'd ; 
4 Then ſay I, What is man, that he 
remembred 1s by thee ? | 
-Or what the ſon of man, that thou 
ſo kind to him ſhouldſt be? 
5 For thou a little lower haſt 
him than the angels made : 
With glory and with dignity 
thou crowned haſt his head. 
FEE 6 Of thy hand- works thou mad'ſt him lord; 
and all under's feet didſt lay: 
ina! 7 All ſheep and oxen, yea, and beaſts 
+5} that in the field do ſtray : 


Ver. 5, & 6. On the 4th, 5th, and 6th verſes of this plalm, the apoſ- 
le Paul has left us the following comment: One in a certain place 
u teſtified, ſaying, What is man, that thou art mindful of him? or the 
ſon of man, that thou viſiteſt him? Thou madeſt him a little lower 


Who B % than 


PSALM IX. 


te than [marg. a little-while inferior to] the angels; thou crownedſt 
* him with glory and honour, and didſt ſet him over the works of thy 
« hands; thou haſt put all things in ſubjection under his feet. For 
* in that he — all in ſubjection under him, he left nothing that is 
not put under him. But now we fee not yet all things put under 
„him. But we ſee Jeſus, who was made a little lower than the an- 
« gels, for the ſuffering of death, crowned with glory and honour.” 
Heb. ii. 6, &c. See alſo 1 Cor, xv. 27. 


i 8 Fowls of the air, fiſh of the ſea, 
| all that paſs through the ſame. 
| 9 How excellent in all the earth, - 
| Lord, our Lord, is thy name 4 
| Ver. 7, & 8. What the firſt Adam loſt by tranſgreſſion, the ſecond . 
Adam regained by obedience. That © glory” which was „ ſet above | 
« the heavens,” could not but be over all things on © the earth.” And 
accordingly, we hear our Lord ſaying, aſter his reſurrection, + All pow- 
er is given unto me in heaven and “ in earth.“ Matt. xxviii. 18, See 
alſo Phil. ii. 8, &c. ; 
Ver. 9. O Lord, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, King of Righteouſneſs, 
Peace, and Glory; King of kings, and Lord of lords, how excellent,” 
how precious, how lovely, how great and glorious is thy Name, diffu- 
ſed over all the earth, for the ſalvation « thy choſen. Bleſſing and 
honour, and glory, and power be'unto him that ſitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever. And let heaven and earth ſay, 
AMEN. | 
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1 ] OED, thee I'll praiſe with all my heart, 
thy wonders all proclaim. 
2 In thee, moſt High, I'Il greatly joy, 
and ſing unto thy name. 
3 When back my foes were turn'd, they fell, 
and periſh'd at thy ſight. 
4 For thou maintain'dſt my right and cauſe ; 
on throne ſatt'ſt, judging right. 
'Ver. 3. The grand enemy of our ſalvation was firſt vanquiſhed by 
Chriſt in the wilderneſs, and “ driven back,” with the words, Get 
« thee behind me, Satan. The ſame bleſſed perſon afterward com- 


| pleatly triumphed over him upon the croſs, when the © prince of this 
| « world was caſt out.” This is that great victory, which his people 
. 
p 


celebrate in pſalms, and hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs, from generation to 

| generation; and, through faith in him who atchieved it, they likewiſe 

L are enabled to fight, and to overcome. 

9 Ver. 4. The ſame important tranſaction may be conceived, as here 

1 deſcribed in forenſic, as before it was in military terms. Satan having 
gotten poſſeſſion of mankind, might have pleaded his right to keep it, 
Aince by tranſgreſſion they 1 left God, and ſold themſelves to him. 

{But Chriſt, as the church's repreſentative and advocate, m_ fax 
x | tisſaction 


| 
| 
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isfaction required, paid down the price of redemption, © took the prey 
8 from the — odd delivered the lawful captive.” Iſa. xlix. 24. 
Thus was our © right and our cauſe maintained;“ thus were we re- 
ſcued from the oppreſſor, aud he who ( fat on the throne judged righ- 
« teous judgment.” Something of this ſort may be ſuppoſed to pals, 
concerning each individual, between the Accuſer of the brethren and 
the eternal Interceſſor, in the court of heaven. : 


5 The heathen thou rebuked haft, 
the wicked overthrown ; 
Thou haſt put out their names, that they 
may. never more be known. 
6 O er'my | now deſtructions have 
an end perpetual: F 
Thou cities raz'd, periſh'd with them 
is their memorial. 

Ver. 5. © The heathen were rebuked,” when, through the power of 
the Spirit in thoſe who preached the goſpel, men were convinced of 
ſin, and of righteouſneſs, and of judgment; “the wicked were de- 
« ſtroyed, and their name put out for ever, when the ancient idola- 
try ſunk, to riſe no more. A day is coming, when all iniquity ſhall 

riſh, in like manner. 21 | 

Ver. 6. The Chriſtian» church, when repeating theſe words, may be 
ſuppoſed to take a retroſpedt. of the ſucceſſive fall of thoſe empires, 
with their capital “ cities,” in which the * enemy” had, from time 
to time, fixed his reſidence, and which had vexed and perſecuted the 
people of God in different ages. Such were the Aſſyrian, ar Babyla- 
nian, the Perſian, and the Grecian monarchies. All theſe vaniſhed a- 
way, and came to nothing. Nay, the very memorial” of the ſtu - 
pendous Nineveh and Babylon is ſo “ periſhed with them,” that the 
place where they once ſtood is now no more to be found. The Roman em- 
pe was the laſt of the pagan perſecuting powers; and when the church 

aw © that“ under her feet, well might ſhe cry out, © The deſtructions 
of the enemy are compleated to the utmoſt !* How lovely will this 
ſong be, in the day when the laſt enemy ſhall be deſtroyed, and the 
world itſelf ſhall become what Babylon is at preſent, Next to the 


glory and triumph of that day, is the jubilee which the Chriſtian cele- 
brates, upon his conqueſt over the body of fin. 


7 God ſhall endure for ay ; he doth 
for judgment ſet his throne : 
8 In right'ouſneſs to judge the world, 
Juſtice to give each one. 
9 God alſo will a refuge be 
for thoſe that are oppreſt ; 
A refuge will he be, in times 
of trouble, to diſtreſt. 


Ver. 7, & 8. In oppoſition to the tranſient nature of earthly king- 
doms, the eternal duration of Meſſiah's kingdom is aſſerted ; as alſo its 
uuiverſality, extending over the whole © world ;” together with the 

2 2 conſummate 
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conſummate rectitude of its adminiſtration. To him, as ſupreme Judge. 
in an unerring court of equity, lies an appeal from the unjuſt deter- 
- minations here below; and by him in perſon ſhall every cauſe be re- 
heard, when that court ſhall fic, and all nations ſhall be ſummoned to 
appear before it. 


Ver. 9. In the mean time, and until he returneth to judgment, the 
| Poor in ſpirit, the meek and lowly penitent, however „ oppreſſed in 
* times of trouble,“ by worldly and ungodly men, and by the frequent 
aſſaults of the wicked one, ſtill findeth a refuge in Jeſus ; who renews 
his ſtrength by freſh ſupplies of grace, arms him with faith and pa- 
tience, and animates him with the hope of glory. 
Io And they that know thy name, in thee 
their confidence will place : 
For thou haſt not grfaken them 
that tru'y ſeek thy face. 
11 O ſing ye praiſes to the Lord, 
that dwells in Zion hill: 
And, all the nations among, 
Eis deeds record ye ſtill. 


12 When he inquireth after blood, 
be then remembreth them: 
The humble folk he not forgets 
that call upon his name. 
13 Lord, pity me, behold the grief 
which I from foes ſuſtain : 
Ev'n thou who from the gates of death 
doſt raiſe me up again: 


Ver. 13. The church of Chriſt, after having, in the former part, 
ſtrengthened her faith by commemoration of the mighty zworks God 
had wrought for her, proceeds in this, to pour forth a prayer for far - 
ther and final deliverance. She ſpeaks, as l militant upon earth, ſtill 
in an enemy's country, ſurrounded by them that hate her, and ſuffer- 
ing much from them. To whom therefore ſhould ſhe addreſs herſelf, 
but to Him, whoſe high prerogative it is literally to © raiſe from the 
gates of death;”” to Him who is, in every ſenſe, „the reſurtection 
and the life?“ | | 


14 That I, in Zion's daughters” gates, 
may all thy praiſe advance ; 
And that I may rejoice always 
in thy deliverance. 
15 The heathen are ſunk in the pit 
which they themſclves prepar'd ; 
And in the net which they have hid 
their own feet faſt are ſnar'd. 


16 The 
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16 The Lord is by the judgment known 
which he himſelf hath wrought: 
The ſinners' hands do make the ſnares 
wherewith themſelves are caught. 
17 They, who are wicked, into hell 
each one ſhall turned be; 
And all the nations that forget 
to ſeek the Lord moſt high. 


18 For they that needy are,. ſhall not 
forgotten be alway ; 
The expectation ohe poor 
{hall not be loſt for ay. 
19 Ariſe, Lord, let not man prevail; 
judge heathen in thy ſight; 
20 That they may know themſelves but men, 
the nations, Lord, affright. 


PSALM X. 


The tenth pſalm may be accommodated to the cafe of Chriſt's 
church, ſuffering from the ſpirit of antichriſt in whomſoe ver exiſting 
and acting, from time to time, in the world. How emiable the tem- 
per of the Chriſtian, ſet in oppoſition to the antichriſtian character here 
drawn ! | 
I HEREFORE 1s it, that thou, O Lord, 
Colt ſtand from us afar ? 
And wherefore hideſt thou thyſelf, 
when times ſo troublous are ? 
2 The wicked, in his loftineſs, 
doth perſecute the poor: 
| In theſe devices they have fram'd 
let them be taken ſure. | 


3 The wicked of his heart's defire 
doth talk with boaſting great; 
He blefieth him that's covetous, 
whom yet the Lord doth hate. 
4 The wicked, through his pride of face, 
on God he doth not call; 
And in the connſels of his heart 
the Lord is not at all. 
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; 7 His mouth with curſing, fraud, deceit, 
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5 His ways they always grievous are; 
thy judgments from his ſight 
Removed are: at all his foes 
he puffeth with defpite. 
6 Within his heart he thus bath ſaid, 
I ſhall not moved be; 
And no adverſity at all 
| ſhall ever come to me. 


is filPd abundantly ; 
And underneath his tongue there is 
miſchief and vanity. 
8 He cloſely fits in villages : 
he flays the innocent: 
Againſt the poor that paſs him by 
his cruel eyes are bent. 


9 He lion-like lurks in his den : 
he waits the poor to take : 
And when he draws him in his net, 
his prey he doth him make. 


20 Himſelf he humbleth very low, 


he croucheth down withal, 
That fo a multitude of poor 
may by his ſtrong ones fall. 


21 He thus bath ſaid within his heart, 
The Lord hath quite forgot : 
He hides his countenance, and he 
| for ever ſees it not 
12 O Lord, do thou ariſe; O God, 
lift up thine hand on high: 
Put not the meek afflicted ones 
out of thy memory. 


13 Why is it that the wicked man 
thus doth the Lord deſpiſe? 
Becauſe that God will it require, 
he in his heart denies. 
14 Thou haſt it ſeen, for their miſchief 
and ſpite thou wilt repay; ; 


The 
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The poor commits himſelf to thee, 
thou art the orphan's ſtay. 


15 The arm break of the wicked man, 

and of the evil one: 
Do thou ſeek out his wickedneſs 

until thou findeſt none. 

16 The Lord is King through ages all, 
ev'n to eternity: ; 

The heathen people from his land 

are perifly'd utterly. 


x7 O Lord, of thoſe that humble are 
thou the deſire didſt hear: 
Thou wilt prepare their heart, and thou 
to hear wilt bend thine ear: 
18 To judge the fatherleſs, and thoſe 
that are oppreſſed ſore; 
That man, that is but ſprung of earth, 
may them oppreſs no more. 
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I I in the Lord do put my truſt : 
how is it then that ye 
Say to my ſoul, Flee as a bird 
unto your mountain hig? 
2 For lo, the wicked bend their bow, 
their ſhafts on ſtring they fit ; 
That thoſe who upright are in heart 
they privily may hit. 


3 If the foundations be deſtroy'd, 
what hath the right'ous done; 
4 God in his holy temple is, 
in heaven is his throne. 
His eyes do ſee, his eye-lids try 
mens ſons. The juſt he proves : 
But his foul hates the wicked man, 
and him that vrlence loves. 


6 Snares, fire, and brimſtone, furious ſtorms, 
on ſinners he ſhall rain; 


This, 
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This, as the portion of their cup, 
doth unto. them pertain. | 
7 Becauſe the Lord moſt right'ous doth 
in right'ouſneſs delight, 
And with a pleaſant countenance 
beholdeth the upright. | 
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1 HE Lord, becauſe the godly. man 
doth daily fade away; 
And from among. the ſons of men 
the faithful do decay. 
2 Unto his neighbour ev'ry one 
doth utter vanity : 


- 


They with a double heart do ſpeak, 
and lips of flattery. 


3 God ſhall cut off all flatt'ring lips, 

tongues that ſpeak proudly, thus : 

4 We'll with our tongue prevail, our lips 
are ours; who's Lord o' er us? 

5 For poor oppreſt, and for the ſighs 
of needy, riſe will I, 

Saith God, and him in ſafety ſet 

from ſuch as him defy. 


6 The words of God are words moſt pure ; 

they be like ſilver try'd 
In earthen furnace, ſeven times 

that hath been purify'd. 

7 Lord, thou ſhalt them preſerve and keep 

| for ever from this race. 

$ Oa each ſide walk the wicked, when 

vile men are high in place. 


Ver. 8. Such is often the ſtate of things here b-low ; and a reflec- 
tion, made upon the ſubject by our Lord when his enemies drew near 
to apprehend him, may ſatisfy us how it comes to be ſo; It is your 
* hour, and the power of darkneſs.” But that hour will quickly paſs 
with his people, as it did with him, and the power of darkneſs will be 
overthrown; the Lord will be their everlaſting light, and the days of 
their mourning ſhall be ended, 


PSALM 


- «a ud a 


7 pow long wilt thou forget me, Lord, 


O how long ſhall it be that thou 
wilt hide thy face from me? 
2 How long take counſel in my ſoul, 


How long exalted over me 


Ver. 1. While God permits his ſervants to continue under affliction, 
he is ſaid, after the manner of men, to have © forgotten, and hid his 
« face from them.“ For the uſe therefore, of perſons in ſuch circum- 
ſtances, is this pſalm intended; and conſequently, it ſuits the different 
caſes of the church univerſal, languiſhing for the 8 of her Lord, 
to deliver her from this evil world; of any particular church, in time 
rſecution ; and of each individual, when harraſſed by _ 
oken by ſickneſs, pain, and ſorrow. He who bore cur fins, and 
carried our ſorrows, may likewiſe perhaps have made it a part of his 
devotions, in the day of trouble. 


3 O Lord my God, conſider thou, 
and anſwer to me make : 
Mine eyes enlighten, leſt the ſleep 
of death me overtake. 
4 Leſt that mine enemy ſhould ſay 
Againſt him I prevail'd; 
And thoſe that trouble me rejoice 
when I am mov'd and faild. 


Ver. 4. Certainly, it ſhould be a powerſul motive to reſtrain us from 
tranſgreſſion, when we conſider, that as the converſion of a finner 
glory to God, and cauſes joy among the angels of heaven; ſo 
all of a believer diſgraces the goſpel of Jeſus, opens the mauths of 
the adverſaries, and would produce joy, if ſuch a thing could be, in hell . 
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PSALM XIII. f 


ſhall it for ever be? 


fill fad in heart, ſhall I? 


ſhall be mine enemy? 


tations, 


5 But I have all my confidence 


thy mercy ſet upon : 


My heart within me ſhall rejoice 


in thy ſalvation. 


\ 6 I will unto the Lord my God 


ſing praiſes cheerfully, 


Becauſe he hath his bounty ſhown 
to me abundantly. 


Ver. 5, & 6, It is obſervable, that this, and many other pſalms with 


3 mournful beginning, have a triumphant ending; to ſhew us the pre- 
vailing power of prayer, 


PSALM 


i} 
1 
1 

N 


5 — —— —— 2243 —ͤ — 


. 
* 


PSALM XV. 
I THAT there is not a God, the fool 
doth in his heart conclude; 
They are corrupt, their works are vile, 
not one of them doth good. 
2 Upon mens ſons the Lord from heaven 
did caft his eyes abroad; 
To ſee if any underſtood, 
and did ſeek after God. 

Ver. 1. Infidelity is the beginning of ſin, folly the foundation of in- 
fidelity, and the heart the ſeat of both. Their fooliſh heart (ſays 
the apoſtle Paul of the heathen, Rom. i. 21.) was darkened.” The 
fad conſequence of defection in principle, is corruption in practice. 
„They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none 
« that doth good On theſe words the reader may fee a full com- 
ment, Rom. i. 28—32. | 

3 They altogether filthy are, 
they all aſide are gone: 
And there is none that doeth good, 
yea, ſure there is not one. 
4 Theſe workers of iniquity; | X 
do they not know at all, 
That they my people eat as bread, 
and en God do not call? 
Ver. 2, & 3. Such is the ſcripture account of man, not having re- 
ei ved grace, or having fallen from it; of man without. Chriſt, or in 
arms againſt him. See Rom. iii. II, 12. | 
5 There fear'd they much, for God is with 
the whole race of the juſt. 
6 You ſhame the counſel of the poor, 
becauſe God is his truſt. 
7 Let Iſra'l's help from Zion come: 
when back the Lord ſhall bring 
His captives, Jacob ſhall rejoice, 
and Ifrael ſhall ſing. | 


Ver. 7. The conſideration of the apoſtaſy and corruption of mankind, 
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deſeribed in this pſalm, makes the prophet expreſs a longing defire ſor 


the ſalvation of Iſrael, which was to go forth out of Zion, and to bring 
back the people of God from that moſt dreadful of all captivities, the 
captivity under ſin and death; a ſalvation, at which Jacob would in- 
deed rejoice, and Tſracl be glad. And how doth the whole church of 
Chriſt, at this time, languiſh for the conſummation of her felicity, 
looking, even until her eyes fail, for that glorious day of final redemp- 
tion, when every believing heart ſhall exult, and all the ſons of God 


ſnhout aloud for joy | 
PSALM 
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PSALM XV. 
ITHIN thy tabernacle, Lord, 


| W who-ſhall abide with thee ? 
And in thy. high and holy hill 
who ſhall a dweller be? 
2 The man that walketh uprightly, 
and worketh right'ouſnels ; 
And, as he thinketh in his heart, 
ſo doth he truth expreſs. 


Ver. 1. The prophet alludes to the hill of Zion in the earthly Jeru- 
ee of God which was thereon, and the character 
of the Prieſt who ſhould officiate in that tabernacle. But all theſe 
were figures of a celeſtial Jeruſalem, a ſpiritual Zion, a true Tabernacle, 
and an eternal Prieſt. To the great originals therefore we muſt trans- 
fer our ideas, and conſider the inquiry as made after Him, who ſhould 
fix his reſting place on.the heavenly mount, and exerciſe his unchange- 
able prieſthood in the temple net made with hands. And ſince the 
diſciples of this new and great High Prieſt become righteous in him, 
and are by the Spirit conformed to his image, the — which 
eſſentially and inherently belongs only to him, will derivatively belong 
to them alſo. 
Ver. 2. The man, therefore, who would be a citizen of Zion, and 
there enter into the reſt and joy of his Lord, ſets that Lord always be- 
fore him. Renewed through grace, endued with a lively faith, and an 


operative charity, he conſiders and-imitates the life of that bleſſed Per- 


fon, who walked amongſt men, without partaking of their corruptions ; 

who converſed unblameably with ſinners; who could give this chal- 
lenge to his inveterate enemies, Which of you convinceth me of ſin?“ 

in whom the grand Accuſer, when he came, „found nothing” who, 

being himſelf © the Truth,” thought and ſpake of nothing elſe. 


- 3 Who doth not flander with his tongue, 
nor to his friend doth hurt, 
Nor yet againſt his neighbour doth 
take up an ill report. a 
4 In whoſe eyes vile men are deſpis'd ; 
but thoſe that God do fear 
He honoureth : and changeth not, 
though to his hurt he ſwear. 


Ver. 3. Who, knowing the ſins, follies, and ioficmities of all man- 
kind, made his tongue an inſtrument, not of diſcloſing and exaſperating, 
but of covering and healing theſe ſores in human nature; who, eſteem. 
ing every ſon of Adam as his neighbour, went about doing good; and 
then laid down his life, and reſigned his breath in prayer for his mur- 
derers; who, inſtead of taking up a reproach, and liſtening to the 
calumniator, caſt him out, and ſilenced him, by eraſing the hand-writ- 
ing that was againſt us, and nailing the cancelled indictment to the 
crols, 

Ver. 4. Who rejected the wicked, however rich and honourable ; 
and choſe the well inclined, however poor and contemptible in the 


world; 


world ; who, having, by covenant with the Father, engaged to keep 
the law, and to taſte death for every man, went willingly and ſteadily 
through this work, and ſurmounted every obſtacle which could be 
thrown in his way, until he declared, concerning the taſk -appointed 
kim, It is finiſhed,” r 


5 His coin puts not to uſury, 
nor take reward will he 
Againſt the guiltleſs. Who doth thus, 


ſhall never moved be. 


Ver. 5. Who was ſo far from deſiring to amaſs the earthly mammon, 
that he would touch none of it; and received the true riches, only 
that he might beſtow them upon others ; who, inſtead of taking a re- 
ward againſt the innocent, died for the guilty; and whoſe ſentence, 
-when he ſhall fit on the throne of judgment, will be equally impartial 
and immutable. | 

In the above notes, the full intent of what was beth enjoined and 
forbidden has been opened, by exemplifying each particular, as receiv- 
ing its utmoſt completion, in the character and conduct of our bleſſed 
Lord. They who truly ſerve and follow Him, take the ſure way to 
the heavenly Zion, 
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PSALM XVI. 
I J ORD, keep me; for I truſt in thee. 
5 To God thus was my ſpeech: 
Thou art my Lord; and unto thee 
my goodneſs doth not reach: 
3 To ſaints on earth, to th' excellent, 
where my delight's all plac'd. 
4 Their ſorrows ſhall. be multiply'd, 
to. other gods that haſte : 


Ver. 1. Since the pſalm is a continued ſpeech without change of 
perſon, we may conſider the whole as uttered by Him, who only could 
utter the concluding verſes, and who in this firſt verſe makes his ſuppli- 
cation to the Father, for the promiſed and expected deliverance, 

Ver. 2. & 3. For their ſakes obedience was performed, and propitia- 
tion made, by the Son of God, becauſe he loved them with an ever. 
laſting love, and 3 « all his delight,“ in making them happy. He 
« rejoiced in the habitable parts of the earth, and his delights were 
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e with the ſons of men.” Prov. viii. 


.Of their drink-offerings of blood 
| I will no off 'ring make; 
Yea, neither I their very names 
up in my lips will take. 
xs God is of mine inheritance 
and cup the portion: 


PS ALM XVI 
The lot that fallen is to me 
thou doſt maintain alone. 


6 Unto me happily the lines 
in pleaſant places fell; 
Yea, the inheritance I got 
in beauty doth excel. 
7 I bleſs the Lord, becauſe he doth 
by counſel me conduct: 
And in the ſeaſons of the night 
my reins do me inſtruct. 


Ver. 5, & 6. The true David, anointed to his everlaſting kingdom, 
yet firſt a man of ſorrows and a ſtranger upon earth, prefers the promi- 
ſ:d inkeritance of the church, that ſpiritual kingdom, city, and temple 
of Jenovan, before all the kingdoms of this world, and the glory of 
them; he is ſure that Jenovau will maintain his lot, that he will both 
give and preſerve to him this his patrimony; and therefore rejoices at 
the divine beauty and excellency of the heavenly Canaan. And hence 
the Chriſtian learns wherein his duty and his happineſs conſiſt; namely, 
in making choice of God for * the portion of his inheritauce and of 
« his cup,” for his ſupport and for his delight; in preferring the ſpirit 
to the fleſh, the church of Chriſt to the world, and eternity to time, 

Ver. 7. The perſon ſpeaking here bleſſes TJeuovan for communicat- 
ing that divine “ counlel,” that celeſtial wiſdom, by which he was 
incited and enabled to make the foregoing choice and reſolution, In 
the latter part of the verſe is intimated the mode of theſe gracious and 
ſpiritual communications, which in the dark ſeaſons of adverſity were 
conveyed to the inmoſt thoughts and affections of the mind, thereby to 
inſtruct, to comfort, and to ſtrengthen the ſufferer, until his paſſion 
ſhould be accompliſhed, and the morning of the reſurrection ſh uld 
dawn, in which, as we ſhall ſee, all his hope and confidence were pla. 


ced. 
8 Before me {till the Lord I ſet: 
ſitli it is ſo that he 
Doth ever ſtand at my right hand, 
Il ſhall not moved be. 
9 Becauſe of this my heart is glad, 
and joy ſhall be expreſt - 
Ev'n by my glory: and my fleſh. 
in confidence thall reſt. 


Ver. 8. 'The method taken by Chriſt, as man, to ſupport himſelf in 
time of trouble, and perſevere unto the end, was to maintain a con- 
ſtant actual ſenſe of the preſence of Jexovan, whom when he thus ſaw 
ſtanding at his right hand, ready, at the appointed hour, to ſuccour 
and deliver him, he then feared not the powers of earth and hell com- 
bined for his deſtruction. Why are our fears great, but becauſe our 
faith is little ? | 13 


Ver. 9. Through confidence in 8 almigiicy power engaged * 


Fr ELF 
Wee ſide, joy filled the heart of Chriſt, and rendered his tongue an inftru- 
| ment of giving glory to Ir uovAn in the midſt of his ſufferings; becauſe 
. when they were ended, as they muſt ſoon be, his fleſh was only to 
WH make its hed, and reſt a while in the grave, after the labours of the 
| day, in ſure and certain hope of a ſpeedy reſurrection and glorification. 


This fame conſideration is to the afflicted, the ſick, and the dying 
Chriſtian, a never-failing ſource of comfort. | 


10 Becauſe my ſoul in grave to dwell 
+ {hall not be left by thee ; 
Nor wilt thou give thine holy One 

| corruption to ſee, _ 
ll 11 Thou wilt me ſhew the path of life: 
16 of joy there is full ſtore 
Before thy face, at thy right hand 

are pleaſures evermore. 


Ver. 10. It was a part of the covenant, that after the death of Meſ- 
Nah, his “ animal frame” ſhould not continue, like thoſe of other men, 
in the ©& grave,” nor ſhould corruption be permitted to ſeize on the 
body, by which all others were to be raiſed to incorruption and im- 
mortality. As members of Chriſt, this ſame promiſe and aſſurance is 
ſo far ours, that although our mortal part muſt ſce corruption, yer it 
ſhall not be finally left under the power of the enemy, but ſhall be 

- raiſed again in the day when its Redeemer ſhall triumph over corrup- 
tion, in his myſtical, as he hath already done, in his natural body. 

Ver. 11. The return of Chriſt from the grave is beautifully de ſeri—- 
bed by Jenovan ** ſhewing, or diſcovering to him a * path of life,“ 
leading through the valley of the ſhadow of death, and from that valley 
to the ſummit of the hill of Zion, or to the mount of God in heaven, 
on which he now fits enthroned. There, exalted at the right hand of 
the Father, He who expired on the croſs, and flept in the ſepulchre, 
lives and reigns, filled with delight, and incircled by glory incompre- 

* henfible. Thro' this thy beloved Son and our dear Saviour, © do thou 
«© ſhew” us likewiſe, O Lord, the path of life ;” do thou juſtify our 
fouls by thy grace now, and raiſe our bodies by thy power at the Jait 
day, when earthly ſorrow ſhall terminate in heavenly joy. 77 
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PSALM XVII. 


1 LO. hear the right, attend my cry, 
unto my pray'r give heed, 

That doth not in hypocriſy 

from feigned lips proceed. 
2 And from before thy preſence forth 

my ſentence do thou fend : \ 
Toward theſe things that equal are 
* do thou thine eyes intend. 


3 Thou 
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PSALM XVII. 
3 Thou prov'dſt mine heart, thou viſic dſt me 
dy yight, thou didſt me try, 
Yet nothing found'ſt : for that my mouth 
ſhall not fin, purpos'd I. 
4 As for mens works, I, by the word 
that from thy lips doth flow, 
Did me preſerve out of the paths 
wherein deſtroyers go. 


Ver. 3. Abſolutely and univerſally this could only be true of the 
holy Jeſus ; however, through his grace, it may be true of ſome of his 
diſciples, in particular inſtances of crimes falſely laid to their charge. 
Let us pray that it may be true of us, whenever God ſhall pleaſe to 
prove and try us. | ; 


5 Hold np my goings, Lord, me guide, 
in thoſe thy paths divine, 
So that my footſteps may not flide 
out of thoſe ways of thine. 
6 I called have on thee, O God, 
becauſe thou wilt me hear : 
That thou may'ſt hearken to my ſpeech, 
to me inchne thine ear. 


7 Thy wondrous loving-kindneſs ſhow, 

thou that by thy right-hand _ | 
Sav'ſt them that truſt in thee, from thoſe 

that up againſt them ſtand. 

8 As th' apple of the eye me keep; 
in thy wings ſhade me cloſe; 

9 From lewd oppreſſors, compaſſing 
me round, as deadly foes. 


Ver. 8, & 9. He who has ſo fenced and guarded that tender part, 
the pupil of the eye, and who has provided ſor the ſecurity of a young 
and helpleſs brood under the wings of their dam, is here intreated to 
extend the ſame providential care and parental love to the ſouls of his 
elect, equally expoſed to danger, equally beſet with enemies. Of his 
readineſs ſo to do he elſewhere aſſureth us, under the ſame exquiſite 
imagery. Zech. ii, © He that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of his 
* eye. Matt. xxiii. O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
„under her wings!“ 


10 In their own fat they are inclos'd : 
their mouth ſpeaks loftily. 
11 Our ſteps they compaſt; and to ground 
down bowing ſ-t their eye. 
C3 12 He 
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PSALM XVII. 
12 He like unto a lion is 
that's greedy of his prey, 


Or lion young, which lurking doth 
in ſecret places ſtay. 


13 Ariſe, and diſappoint my foe, 
and caſt him down, O Lord: 
My foul fave from the wicked man, 
the man which is thy ſword. 
14 From men which are thy hand, O Lord, 
from worldly men me ſave, 
Which only in this preſent life 
their part and portion have : 


Whoſe belly with thy treaſure hid 
thou fill'ſt: they children have 
In plenty, of their goods the reſt 
they to their children leave. 


15 But as for me, I thine own face 


in right'ouſneſs will ſee ; 
And with thy likeneſs, when I wake, 
I fatisfy'd ſhall be. 


PSALM XVIII. 


I 31 will I love, O Lord, my ſtrength, 
My fortreſs is the Lord; | 
| "Ws rock, and he that doth to 'n6 
deliverance afford : 
My God, my ſtrength, whom I will truſt, 
a a buckler unto me, 
The horn of my ſalvation, 
and my high tow'r is he. 


3 Upon the Lord, who worthy is 
of praiſes, will I cry : 
And then ſhall I preſerved be 
ſafe from mine enemy. 
4 Floods of ill men affrighted me, 
death's pangs about me went. 
Hell's ſorrows me environed : 
death's ſnares did me prevent. 


Ver. 4, & 5. See the Evangeliſts on our Lord's ſorrow, and amaze- 
ment, and agony. 6 In 
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6 PSALM XVIII. 
o In my diſtreſs I calbd on God, 
cry to my God did I: 
He from his temple heard my voice, 
to his ears came my cry. 
7 Th' earth, as affrighted, then did ſhake, 
re upon it ſeiz'd; 


The hills? foundations moved were, 
becauſe he was diſpleas'd. 
Ver. 6. David was in diſtreſs; David called upon Jenovan, the God 
| of Iirael, who dwelt between the cherubinis in the holy place; and by 
| him the prayer of David was heard. Much greater was the diſtreſs 
of Chriſt, who likewiſe, as Paul ſpeaks, “ in the days of his ficſh offer- 
« ed up prayers and ſupplications, with ſtrong crying and tears, unto 
« him that was able to ſave him from death, and was heard.“ Heb. v. 
Ver. 7. This was really the caſe at the reſurreQion of ouf Lord 
from the deed ; when, as the TEE inform us, © there wasa great 
« earthquake. 3 ; , 
8 Up from his noſtrils came a ſmoke, 
and from his mouth there came 
Devouring fire, and coals by it 
were turned into flame. 
9 He alſo bowed down the heav'ns, | 
and thence he did deſcend ;. " 
And thickeſt clouds of darkneſs did 


under his feet attend. 


1” * 9 5 2 : Fea . > 
%“é⁵ ee CA LEES : > 
of oe Vp ** 
ws Iv ä 


10 And he upon a cherub rode, 
and thereon he did fly: | 
Yea, on. the ſwift wings of the wind 
his flight was from on high. 
11 He darkneſs made his ſecret place: 
about him for his tent 
Dark waters were, and thickeſt clouds 
of tl airy firmament. 


12 And at the brightneſs of that light 
which was before his eye, 
His thick clouds paſs'd away, hail-ſtones 
| and coals of fire did fly, 
13 The Lord God alſo in the heav'ns 
did thunder in his ire; 
- And there the Higheſt gave his voice, 
n hail-ſtones and coals of fire. 
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PSALM XVII. 
14 Yea, he his arrows ſent abroad, 
and them he ſcattered : 

| His lightnings alſo he ſhot out, 
1 and them diſcomfited. 
15 The waters' channels then were ſeen, 

the world's foundations vaſt 

At thy rebuke diſcover'd were, 

and at thy noſtrils' blaſt. 

Ver. 15. As the former part of the Pſalmiſt's deſcription ſeems taken 
ſrom the appearance at mount Sinai, ſo this latter part ſeems evidently 
to allude to what paſſed at the Red Sea, when by the breath of God | 
the waters were divided, the depths were diſcovered, and Hrael was 
conducted in ſafety through them. By that event was picfigured the 
ſalvation of the church univerſal, through the death and reſurrection 
of Chriſt, who deſcended into the lower parts of the earth, and from 
thence reaſcended to light and life. Indeed it is not eaſy to accommo- 
date to any part of the hiſtory of the ſon of Jeſſe thoſe aw ſul, majeſtic, 
and ſtupendous images, which are made uſe of throughout this whole 
deſcription of the divine manifcſtation, from verſe 7. But however this 
be, moſt certainly every part of ſo ſolemn a ſcene of terrors forbids us 
to doubt but that a GREATER than David is here;” fince creation 
fcarce aFords colours brighter and ſtronger than thoſe here employed 


wherewith to paint the appearance of JEenovan, at the day of final re- 
demption. 8 


16 And from above the Lord ſent down, 
and took me from below; 
From many waters he me drew, 
which would me overflow. 
17 He me reliev'd from my ſtrong toes, 
and ſuch as did me hate: 
Becauſe he ſaw, that they for me 
too ſtrong were, and too great. + 
Ver. 16, & 17. The © great waters, in ver. 16. are the ſame with 
© the floods of the ungodly,” in ver 4. By theſe was Meſſiah, like 
David, opprefſed and overwhelmed for a time; but, like David, he 
aroſe at length ſuperior to them all. 
18 They me prevented in the day 
of my calamity ; 
But, even then, the Lord himſelf 
a ſtay was unto me. 
19 He to a place where liberty 
and room was, hath me brought ; 
Becauſe he took delight in me, 
he my deliv'rance wrought. 


1 * 


Ver. 18. 


„ Ii XV. | 


Ver. 18, & 19. Innumerable foes prevented,“ that is, ſurrounded, 
incloſed Chriſt on all ſides, © in the day of his calamity,” when the 
powers of earth and. hell fet themſelves in array againſt him: but“ Ix- 
HOVAH was his ſtay;“ on him he repoſed an unſhaken confidence; Je- 
novan therefore ſupported his ſteps, and led him on to victory and 
triumph; from the narrow confines of the grave, he tranſlated him to 
unbounded empire, becauſe he was the Son of his love, in whom he 
delighted. f | 


20 According to my right'ouſneſs 
he did me recompenſe, 
He me repay'd according to 


ly | my hands' pure innocence. 

_ 21 For I God's ways kept, from my God 

he did not turn wickedly. 

* 22 His judgments were before me, I 

ö . 

= his laws put not from me. 

1 23 Sincere before him was my heart, 

his with him upright was I; > 

us And watchfully I kept myſelf 

= from mine iniquity. 

re- 24 After my right*ouſneſs the Lord 

: hath recompenſed me, 

After the cleanneſs of my hands 
appearing in his eye. 
Ver. 20, 21, 22, 23, & 24. Commentators have been much perplex- 

ed to account for theſe unlimited claims to righteouſneſs made by Da- 
vid, and that, long after the matter of Uriah, and towards the cloſe of 
life, Certain indeed it is, that the expreſſions, conſidered as David's, 
muſt be confined either to his ſtedfaſt adherence to the true worſhip 
in oppoſition to idolatry, or to his innocency with regard to fome par- 
ticular crimes falſely alledged againſt him by his adverſaries. But if 
the pſalm be prophetical, and ſung by the victorious Monarch in the 

ith perſon of King Meſſiah; then do the verſes now before us no leſs ex- 

like - aQly than beautifully delineate that all- perfect righteouſneſs wrought 

he by the Redeemer, in conſequence of which, he obtained deliverauce 


for himſelf and his people, 


25 Thou pracious to the gracious art, 
to upright men upright. 
26 Pure to the pure, froward thou kyth'ft 
unto the froward wight. 
27 For thou wilt the afflicted fave, 
in grief that low do lye 
But wilt bring down the countenance 
of them whoſe looks are high. 
18. | Ver. 25, 
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Ver. 25, & 26. Heb. with the perverſe thou wilt wreſtle, or ſtrive. 
See Lev. xxvi. 23, 24. Prov. iii. 34. 
Ver. 27. * God reſiſteth the proud,” faith an Apoſtle, © and giveth 


6 grace to the humhl.e” James iv. And, indeed, what is the covenant 


of grace, but a covenant to humble pride, and to exalt hunulity ? 
wht was it, but the humility of Chriſt, that ſubdued the pride of Sa- 
tan : 


28 The Lord will light my candle ſo, 
that it ſhall ſhine full bright; 
The Lord my God will alſo make 
my darkneſs to be light. 
29 By thee through troops of men I break, 
and them diſcomfit all ; | 
And, by my God afliſting me, 
I overleap a wall. 0 
Ver. 29. Through the power of his divinity, the Captain of our ſal- 
vation vanquiſhed the hoſt of darkneſs, and eſcaped from the ſepulchre, 
notwithſtanding all their precautions to confine,him there. Vain is 
every effort, by whomſoe ver it is made, againſt the counſels of Omni- 


potence. And let us reflect, for our comfort, that they who could not 
prevent the reſurrection of Chriſt, cannot detain the ul of a Chriſtian 


in fin, or his body in the grave. 


30 As for God, perfect is his way: 
the Lord his word is try*d : * 
\He is a buckler to all thoſe 
who do in him confide. 
31 Who but the Lord is God? but he 
who is a rock and ſtay? 
32 Tis God that girdeth me with ſtrength, 
and perfect makes my way. 
ver. 30. All this he has been to the Head, in order that he may be 
all this to the members of his church. 
33 He made my feet ſwift as the hinds?, 
ſet me on my high places. 
34 Mine hands to war he taught, mine arms 
brake bows of ſteel in pieces. 
35 The ſhield of thy ſalvation 
thou didſt on me beſtow : 
Thy right hand held me up, and great 
thy kindneſs made me grow. 


36 And in my way. my ſteps chou haſt 
enlarged under me; 


That 


ws wc rere 


+4 £@ as 


[XI * * 
5 * 


— 


PS ALM XVIII. 
That I go ſafely, and my feet 
| are kept from ſliding free. 
th | 37 Mine en'mies I purſued have, 
= and did them overtake : 
5 Nor did I turn again, till _ 
an end of them did make. 


= Ver. 36. In the foregoing verſes are enumerated the gifts of God to 
de ſpiritual warrior, whereby he is armed and prepared for the bat- 
tle, after the example of his victorious Leader. See Eph. vi. 

Ver. 37. It we. ſuppoſe David in his conqueſts to have preſigured 
victorious Meſſiah, then have we in theſe, and the ſubſequent verſes, a 
ſublime deſcription of the wrath inflicted on his hardened and impe- 
nitent enemies. The Jews were caſt down, “ not able to riſe,” or liſt 

| up themſelves as a people, being cruſhed under the feet of the once de- 
ſpiſed and inſulted Nazarene. Let us reflect upon the impotence of 
our ſpiritual adverſaries, when Jeſus declares war againſt them; and 
let us beſeech him to conquer them in us, as he has conquered them 
for us, h | 


re, 38 I wounded them, they could not riſe: 
Zi they at my feet did fall 
ot | 39 Thou giedech me with ſtrength for war : 
on my toes thou brought'ſt down all. 
40 And thou haſt giv'n to me the necks 
of all mine enemies; 
That I might them deſtroy and fla 
who did againſt me riſe. | 


41 They cried out, but there was none 
that would or could them fave : 
Yea, they did cry unto the Lord; 
but he no anſwer gave. 
42 Then did I beat them ſmall, as duſt 
before the wind that flies: 
And I did caſt them out, like dirt 
upon the ſtreet that lies. 


Ver. 41. Never was there a more juſt and lively portrait of the la- 
mentable and deſperate ſtate of the Jews, when their calamities came 
on them. They cried, but—none to ſave !” becauſe they had re- 
jected him who alone could ſave. They cried to Jznovan, and thought 
themſelves ſtill his favourite nation; but Jenovan and Jesus were one; 
ſo that after putting the latter from them, they could not retain the ſor- 
mer on their ſide. ; 

Ver. 42. 'The, nature of that judgment which was executed upon 
the Jews, cannot be more accurately delineated, than by the two im- 
ages here made uſe of. They were broken in pieces, and diſperſed o- 
ver the face of the earth by the breath of God's diſpleaſure, like - _ 

| before 


hat 


% 


« before the wind; and as dirt in the ſtreets, they were caſt out,” to 


be trodden under foot by all nations. O that every nation would 1s 
conſider, as to avoid their crime and their puniſhment, | 


43 Thou mad'ſt me free from people's ſtrife, 
and heathen's head to be: Fa 
A people whom I have not known 
thall ſervice do to me. 5 
44 At hearing, they ſhall me obey; 
to me they ſhall ſubmit. 
45 Strangers, for fear, ſhall fade away, 
who in cloſe places ſit. mb 
y Ver. 43. If David was delivered from the ſtrivings of the people ; if 
1 the adjacent heathen nations were added to his kingdom, and a “ peo- 
S | « ple, whom he had not known, ſerved him ;”” how much more was 
7 this the caſe of the Son of David, when he was « delivered,” by his 
1 reſurrection, from the power of all his enemies; when he was made 
« head of the heatben, of whom, after their converſion, his church 
was, and to this day is compoſed ; and when, inſtead of the unbeliev- 


ing Jews, a people, to whom beſere he had not been known, became 
his ſervants ? 8 | 
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46 God lives, bleſt be my Rock: the God 
of my health praiſed be. 
47 God doth avenge me, and ſubdues 
the people under me. | 
48 He ſaves me from mine enemies : 
pFea, thou haſt lifted me 
Above my foes : and. from the man 
of vi'lence ſet me free. 
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49 Therefore to thee will I give thanks 
the heathen folk among : 
And to thy name, O Lord, I will 
0 ſing praiſes in a ſong. | 
50 He great deliv'rance gives his King; 
he mercy doth extend 
To David, his anointed One, 
and his ſeed without end. 


Ver. 49. See Rom. xv. 9, —While this. pſalm is uſed as a Chriſ- 
tian hymn, in the Gentile Chriſtian church, David ſtill continues, “ to 
é give thanks unto IEHOvAu, to glorify God among the Gentiles,” for 
the mercies of redemption, and to “ ſing praiſes unto his name.” 

Ver. 50. „ Great deliverance giveth he unto his king;“ to king 
David, in ſaving him from Saul and his other temporal enemies, and 
ſ-ating him on the earthly throne of Iſrael; to King Meſſiah, in reſcu- 
ing him from death and the grave, and cxalting him to an — 

: throne, 
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PSALM XIX. 
throne, as Head of the church: © and ſheweth mercy to his Anointed;”. 
to him who was anointed outwardly, and in a figure, with oil; and to 
Him who was anointed inwardly, and in truth, with the Holy Ghoſt 
and with power: to David and to his ſeed for evermore ;”? to the 
literal David, and to his royal progeny, of whom, according to the fleſh, 
Chriſt came; and to Chriſt himſelf, the ſpiritual David, the Beloved 
of God, with all thoſe who through faith become his children, the ſons 


of God, and heirs of eternal life, 


| PSALM XIX. 
I T* heav'ns God's glory do declare; 
the ſkies his hand-works preach. 
2 Day utters ſpeech to day, and night 
to night doth knowledge teach. 
3 There is no ſpeech, nor tongue, to which 
their voice doth not extend. 
4 Their line is gone through all the earth, 
their words to the world's end. 


Ver, 1. By their manifold and beneficial operations, as well as by 
their beauty and magnificence, «the heavens declare the glory of God; 
they alſo put the Chriſtian in mind of Him who is the brightneſs of 
« his Father's glory ;” by whom themſelves and all other things were 
made, and are upholden ; and who is the author of every grace and 
bloſſing, to the ſons ol men. 


Ver. 2, How does inanimate nature reproach us with our indolence 
and indevotion! wks 

Ver. 4. They preach to all nations the power and wiſdom, the mer- 
cy and loving kindneſs of the Lord. The Apoſtles commiſſion was 
the ſame with that of the heavens; and Paul, Rom. x. 18. has applied 
the natural 1mages in this verſe to che manifeſtation of the Lipkt of 
life, by the ſermons of thoſe who. were ſeat forth for that purpoſe. 
He is ſpeaking of thoſe Jews who had not obeyed the goſpel. “ But I 
« ſay,” argues he, © have they not heard? Yes, verily, their ſound 
went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world.“ 


In them he fet the ſun a tent, 
5 Who, bridgegroom-like, forth goes 
From's chamber, as a ſtrong man doth, 
to run his race, rejoice. 
6 From heav'n's end is his going forth, 
cCircling to th' end again; 
And there is nothing from his heat 
that hidden doth remain. 


Ver. 5. A tabernacle, in like manner, was prepared for him, who 
faith of himſelf, „Jam the LIGHT of the world.” John viii. 12. 
And as the light of the ſungoes forth in the morning with inconceiva- 
ble aClivity, new and youthful itſelf, and communicating life and gaie- 
ty to all things round it, like a bridegroom, in the marriage garment, 

from 


| PSALM XIX. 
from his chamber to his nuptials; ſo at his incarnation, did the Light 
| Divine, the promiſed Bridegroom, viſit his church. And as the mate. 
8 rial light is always ready to run its heavenly race, daily iſſuing forth 
; with renewed vigour, like an invincible champion till freſh to labour; 
ſo likewiſe did HE rejoice to run his glorious race; he excelled in 
N and his works were great and marvellous; he triumphed o- 
ver the powers of darkne!s ; he ſhed abroad on all ſi des his bright beams 
upon his church. N | 
Ver. 6. The light diffuſed on every fide from its fountain, extend- 
eth-to the extremities of heaven, filling the whole circle of creation ; 
penetrating even to the inmoſt ſubſtances of groſſer bodies, and acting 
in and through all other matter, as the general cauſe of life and mo- 
tion, Thus unbounded and efficacious was the influence of the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, when he ſent out his word, enlightening and enliven- 
ing all things by the glory of his grace. His celeſtial rays, like thoſe 
of the ſun, took their circuit round the earth, The Lord gave the 
* word, great was the company of thoſe that publiſhed it.” As the 
former verſes are applied by the Apoſtle to the publication of the goſ- 
, fo we may accommodate what follows to the doctrines of it, as a 
juſt encomium upon them, written with all the ſimplicity peculiar to 
the ſacred language, and in a ſtrain far ſurpaſſing the utmoſt efforts of 
human eloquence. 


7 God's law is perfect, and converts 
the ſoul in fin that lyes: 
God's teſtimony is molt ſure, 
and makes the ſimple wiſe. 
8 The ſtatutes of the Lord are right, 
and do rejoice the heart : 
The Lord's command is pure, and doth 
light to the eyes impart. 


9 Unſpotted is the fear of God, 
and doth endure for ever : 
The judgments of the Lord are true, 
and right'ous altogether. 
10 They more than gold, yea, much fine gold, 
to be deſired are; 
Than honey, honey from the comb 
that droppeth, ſweeter far. 

Ver. 10. Lord, give us affections towards thy word in ſome meaſure 
proportioned to its excellence; for we can never love too much what 
we can never admire enough, _ 

11 Moreover, they thy ſervant warn 
how he his life ſhould frame: 
A great reward provided is 


for them that keep the ſame. 
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12 Who can his errors underſtand | 
O cleanſe thou me within 


13 From ſecret faults. Thy ſervant keep 
trom all preſumpt'ous fin: 


And do not ſuffer them to have 
dominion over me z 

Then righteous and mnocent 
I from much fin ſhall be. 

14 The words which from mouth proceed, 

the thoughts ſent from my heart, 

Accept, O Lord, for thou my ſtrength 
and my Redeemer art. 


PSALM XX. 


1 JEHOVAH hear thee in the day 
when trouble he doth ſend ; 
And let the name of Jacob's God 
thee from all ill defend. 
2 O let him help ſend from above 
out of his ſanct'ary; 
From Zion, his own holy hill, 
let him give ſtrength to thee. 

Ver. I, This may be conſidered as the addreſs of a people to their 
king when he goeth forth to the battle againſt their enemies. But it 
is to be regarded, in a more general and uſcful view, as the addreſs of 
the church of Chrilt to her King, * in the day of his trouble.” She 
prayeth for the happy accompliſhment of his warfare, “through the 
% Name of the God of Jicob,” dwelling in him. And this warfare, - 
though accompliſhed in his own perſon, ſtill remaineth to be accom- 
pliſhed in His people, until the laſt enemy ſhall be deſtroyed, and death 
ſhall be ſwallowed up in victory. It is ſtill “ the day of trouble 5? 


5 5 the Name of the God of Jacob” muſt “ defend” the body of 
Chriſt. 


Ver. 2. All help and ſtrength, in the time of danger and ſorrow, 
muſt be obtained by prayer from the heavenly Zon. By this © help 
& and ſtrength,” the Captain of our ſalvation conquered ; and his 
church, with all her ſons, muſt conquer, through the ſame. 

3 Let him remember all thy gifts, 
accept thy facrifice : 
4 Grant thee thine heart's wiſh, and fulfil 
thy thoughts and counſel wiſe. 
5 In thy ſalvation we will joy; 
in our God's name we will 
D Diſplay 
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Diſplay our banners ; and the Lord 
thy prayers all fulfil. 


Ver. 3. As Chriſt, in the days of his fleſh, offered up, not only prayers 
and tears, but at length, his own moſt precious body and blood; ſo his 
church prays, that the great propitiatory Sacrifice may be had-ititver- 
laſting remembrance before God, and the merits of it be continually 
pleaded in arreſt of judgment, and accepted for herſelf and her child- 
Fen. 

Ver. 4. The deſire of Chriſt's heart, and the counſel of his will was, 
that he might die for our fins, and riſe again for our juſtification ; that 
the goſpel might be preached, the Gentiles called, the Jews converted, 
the dead raiſed, and the elect glorified. That this his © deſire might 
« be granted,” and this his counſel be fulfilled,” his church of old prayed; 


* * 


and his church now mayeth for the accompliſhment of that which yet 


remains to be accompliſhed. 

Ver. 5. The joy of the church is in the ſalvation of Chriſt ; and the 
joy of every individual is in the application of that ſalvation to himſelf, 
and all around him. In the name of Jeſus, and under the banner of 
the croſs, the armies of the faithful undertake and carry on all their 
enterprizes againſt the world, the fleſh, and the devil. "The proſpect 
of the glorious fruics of Chriſt's victory cauſed his church to redouble 
her prayers, that he might be heard in his © petitions” for mankind, 
and might ſee cf the travail of his foul. See John xvii. 


6 Now know I, God his king doth fave: 
he from his holy heav'n 
Will hear him, with the faving ſtrength 
by his own right hand giv'n. 
7 In chariots ſome put confidence, 
{ome horles truſt upon ; 
But we remember will the name 


of our Lord God alone. 


Ver. 6. The aſſurance of the ancient church was built on the pra- 
phecies going before, concerning the ſalvation of Meſhah. Our aſſur- 
ance is ſiren thened by the actual performance of ſo great a part of 
the counſel of God. We know that the Loꝝ D has © ſaved his Anointed;“ 
and that his Anointed ſaveth all who believe and obey him, 

Ver, 7. This ſhould be the reſolution of every Chriſtian king and 
people, in the day of battle. And in the ſpiritual war, the firſt and 
neceſſary ſtep to viQory is, to renounce all confidence in the wiſdom 
and ſtrength of nature and the world; and to remember, that we can 
do nothing, but in the name, by the merits, through the power, and 
for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, our Lok b, and our Gop. 


8 We riſe, and upright ſtand, when they 
| are bowed down, and fall. 
9 Deliver, Lord, and let the King 
us hear when we do call. 


Ver. 8. This was eminently the caſe, when the pride and power of 
Jewiſh infidelit? and Pagan idolatry fell before the victorious — 
0 | | an 
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and lives of the humble believers in Jeſus : this is the caſe in every 
conflict with our ſpiritual enemies, when we engage them in the name, 
the Spirit, and the power of Chriſt; and this will be the caſe at the 
laſt day, when the world, with the prince of it, ſhall be “ brought 
« down, and fall; but Chriſt's people riſen“ from the dead, through 
the reſuttection of their Lord, ſhall “ ſtand upright” in the courts of 
heaven, and ſing the praiſes of Him who getteth them all their vic- 
tories, 

Ver. 9. Thus the pſalm concludes, as it began, with a general 
« Hoſanna” of the church, praying for the proſperity and ſuce-fs of 
the then future Meſſiah. and for her own ſalvation in him, her King; 
who, from the grave and gate of death, was, ſor this end, to be exa ted 
to the right hand of the Majeſty in the heavens, that he might hear, 
and preſent to his Father the prayers of his people, „when they call 


« upon him.“ 
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PSALM XXL 3 
I PHE King in thy great ſtrength, O Lord, 
ſhall very joyful be; | 
In thy ſalvation rejoice 
how veh'mently ſhall he! 
2 Thou haſt beſtowed upon him 
all that his heart would have, 
And thou from him didſt not with-hold 
whate'er his lips did crave, 


Ver. 1. The joy of Chriſt himſelf, after his victory, is in the ſtrength 
and ſalvation of Jenovan, manifeſted thereby. Such onght to be the 
joy of his diſciples, when God hath enabled them to vanquiſh their 
ſpiritual enemies; in which latter caſe, as they are called kings, and 
ſaid to reign with Chriſt; ſo they are in duty bound to acknowledge, 
that they reign by him: “ He that glorieth, let him glory in the 
« LokD,” 

a- Ver. 2. The deſire of Chriſt's heart was his own reſurrection and 
- exaltation, for the heneſit of his church; and now he ever liveth to 
of make “ requeſt with his lips,” for the converſion and ſalvation of fin. 
; ners. Such deſires will be granted, and ſuch requeſts will never be 


witnholden, Let us be careful to frame ours, aſter that all-perfe& mo- 
1d del of divine love. 
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_ 3 For thou with bleſſings him prevent'ſt 
an of goodneſs manifold ; 
nd And thou haſt ſet upon his head 

a crown of pureſt gold. 

4 When he deſired life of thee, 
thou life to him didf give; | 
Ev'n ſuch a length of days, that he 

for evermore thould live, 

8 Ver. 4. The liſe, aſſced by Chriſt, was, not a continuance in this val - 


. ley of tears, but that new and eternal life, conſequent upon a reſurree- 
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tion from the dead. For thus his petition was granted in © length of 
« days for ever and ever. He dicd nd more; death had no more do- 
„ minion over him.” Whoſediſciples then are they, that wiſh only 
to have their days prolonged upon the earth, forgetful of the life which 
is hid with Chriſt in God? 
5 In that ſalvation wrought by thee 
. . * 
his glory is made great; 
Honour and comely majeſty 
thou haſt upon him ſet. 
6 Becauſe that thou for evermore 
moſt bleſſed haſt him made: 
And thou haſt with thy countenanee + 
made him excecding glad: 

Ver. 5. What tongue can expreſs the “ glory, honour, and majeſty,” 
with which the King of righteouſneſs and peace was inveſted, upon his 
aſcenſion ; when hz took poſſeſſion of the throne prepared for him, and 
received the homage of heaven and earth? The ſacred imagery in the 
Revelation chap. iv. vii. xix xxi. xxii. ſets them before our eyes. Do 
Bot our hearts burn within us, when we read them? 

Ver. 6. Chriſt, by his death and paſſion, having removed the curſe, 
became the fountain oß all bleſſings to his people, in time and eternity; 
deing himſelf the Bleſſing promiſed to Abraham, and the ſubject of 
the patriarchal beneditions. The joy communicated to the humanity 
of our Lord, from the divine nature, ſhall be ſhed abroad on all his 
ſaints, when admitted to view the “ countenance of God“ in the face 
of Jeſus Chriſt, Then they ſhall enter into “ the joy of their Lord.“ 


7 Becauſe the king upon the Lord 

his confidence doth lay, 

And through the grace of the Moſt High 
{hall not be mov'd away. 

$ Thine hand ſhall all thoſe men find out 

that en'mies are to thee ; 

Ev'n thy right hand ſhall find out thoſe 
of thee that haters beQ. 

Ver. 5. The throne of Chriſt, as man, was erected and eſtabliſhed, , 
by his truſt and confidence in the Father, during his humiliation and 
2 — 8. Let thy hand, O Lord, be upon our ſins, to deſtroy them; 
but upon us, to ſave us. | 

Like fiery ov*n thou ſhalt them make, 
when kindled is thine ire : 
God ſhall them ſwallow in his wrath, 
devour them ſhall the fire. 
10 Their fruit from earth thou ſhalt deſtroy, 


their ſeed men from among. 
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PSALM XXI. 5 
11 For they, beyond their might, 'gainſt thee 
did plot miſchief, and wrong. 


Ver. 11. Wrath came upon the Jews to the uttermoſt, becauſe o 
their intended malice againſt Chrilt. . They, like Joſeph's brethren, 
« thought evil againſt him;“ but © they were not able to perform it; 
« for God meant it unto good, to bring to paſs, as it is this day, to ſave 
& much people alive.“ | 

12 Thou therefore ſhalt make them turn back 
when thou thy thafts ſhall place 
Upon thy ſtrings, made ready all 
to fly againſt their face. 3 
13 In thy great power and ſtrength; O Lord, 
be thou exalted high: 
So ſhall we ſing with joyful hearts, N 
thy power praiſe ſhall we. 


Ver. 12. Or, thou ſhalt ſet them as a butt.“ - What a dreadful 
ſituation, to be ſet as a mark, and © butt,” at which theſe arrows are 
directed! View Jeruſalem encompaſted by the Roman armies without, 
and torn to pieces by the animoſity of deſperate and bloody factions 
within. No farther commentary is requiſite upon this verſe, « Tremble, 


and repent,” is the inference to be drawn by every Chriſtian com- 


munity under heaven, in which appear the ſymptoms of degeneracy 
and apoſtaſy. x | 5 

Ver. 13. Chrift's church concludes with a joyful acclamation to her 
Redeemer, wiſhing for his “ exaltation in his own ſtrength,” as God, 
who was to be abaſed in much weakneſs, as man. We ſtill continue 
to wiſh and pray for his exaltation over fin, in the hearts of his people 
by grace, and finally over death, in their bodies, by his glorious power 
at the reſurrection, 


PSALM XXII. 


No need of references to the New Teſtament upon the firſt part of 
this pfalm, The beſt comment upon it is the hiſtory of the paſſion 
mw the Evangeliits.—But ſee verſe 22. a 


1 M* God, my God, why haſt thou ne 
forſaken ? who ſo far 
Art thou from helping me, and from 
my words that roaring are ? 
2 All day, my God, to thee I cry, 
yet am not heard by thee ; 
And in the ſeaſon of the night 
I cannot filent be. 


3 But thou art holy, thou that doſt 
inhabit I{ra'l's praiſe. | 
| D 3 | 4 Our 


PSALM IIII. 


8 Our fathers hop'd in thee, they hop'd, 
and thou didſt them releaſe. 
5 When unto thee they ſent their cry, 
to them deliv'rance came : 
Becauſe they put their truſt in thee, 
they were not put to ſhame. 


6 But as for me, a worm I am, 
and as no man am priz'd ; 
Reproach of men I am, and by 
the people am deſpis'd. 
7 All that me fee laugh me to ſcorn : 
{noot out the lip do they ; 
They nod and ſhake their heads at me, 
and mocking, thus do ſay, 


3 This man did truſt in God, that he 
would free him by his might : 
Let him deliver him, ſith he 
had in him ſuch delight. 
9 But thou art he ont of the womb 
that didſt me ſafely take; 
When I was on my mother's breaſts 
thou me to hope didſt make. 


10 And I was caſt upon thy care, 

ev'n from the womb till now: 
And from my mother's belly, Lord, 

my God and guide art thou. 

11 Be not far off, for grief is near; 
and none to help is found. 

12 Bulls many compaſs me; ſtrong. bulls, 
of Baſhan, me favour: 


13 Their mouths they opened wide on me, 
upon me gape did they, 
Like to a lion ravening 
and roaring for his prey. 
14 Like water Pm pour'd out, my bones 
all out of joint do part : 
Amidſt my bowels, as the wax, 
Jo melted is my heart. 


_— 
iy 
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15 My ſtrength is like a potſherd dry'd : ; 
my tongue it cleaveth faſt 
Unto my jaws ; and to the duſt 
of death thou brought me haſt. 
16 For dogs have compaſs'd me about: 
the wicked that did meet 
In their aſſembly, me inclos'd, 
they pierc'd my hands and feet. 


17 Tall my bones may tell; they do 

| upon me look and ſtare. 

18 Upon my veſture lots they caſt, 
and cloathes among them ſhare. 

19 But be not far, O Lord, my ſtrength; 
haſte to give help to me. 

20 From ſword my ſoul, from pow'r of dogs 
my darling ſet thou free. 


21 Out of the roaring lion's mouth 
do thou me ſhield and fave : 
For from the horns of unicorns 
| an ear to me thou gave. 
22 I will ſhew forth thy name unto 
thoſe that my brethren are: 
Amidſt the congregation 
thy praiſe I will declare. 


Ver. 22. The ſtrain now changes to a hymn of triumph, in the mouth 
of the Redeemer, celebrating his victory, and its happy conſequences, 
This verſe is cited by the Apoſtle, Heb. ii. « I will declare thy name 
« unto my brethren, &c.” And accordingly, when the deliverance, ſo. 
long wiſhed, and fo earneſtly prayed for, was accompliſhed by the re- 
ſurrection of Jeſus from the dead, he “ declared the name of God,” by 
bis Apoſtles, to all his“ brethren 3”? and cauſed the church to reſound 
with inceſſant praiſes and hallelujahs; all which are here repreſented 


as proceeding from the body, by and through him who is the Head of 
that body. | 


23 Praiſe ye the Lord, who do him fear; 
him glorify, all ye 
The ſeed of Jacob ; fear him, all 
that Iſra'l's children be. 
24 For he deſpis'd not, nor abhorr'd 
th' afflicted's miſery: 
Nor from him hid his face, but heard 
when he to him did cry. | 
- Ver. 23. 
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PSALM XXI. 


Ver. 23. Meſſiah firſt addreſſeth himſelf to his ancient people, “ the 
« ſeed of Jacob,” to whom the goſpel was firſt preached. How long, 
O Lord, holy and true, ſhall thy once highly favoured nation continue 
deaf to this gracious call of thine ; “ All ye feed of Jacob, glority him; 


* and fear him, all ye ſeed of Irael.” 


Ver. 24 The great ſubjeas of praiſe and thankſgiving, in the church, 
are the ſufferings of the lowly and afflicted Jclus, and the acceptance 
of thoſe ſufferings by the Father, as a propitiation for the fins of the 

world; which acceptance was teſtified by raiſing him from the dead; 
inaſmuck as the diſcharge of the ſurety proved the payment of the debt, 
————"] he poor ard afflicted brethren of Chriſt may take comfort 
from this verſe; for if they ſuffer in his ſpirit, they will be raiſed in 
his glory. 


25 Within the congregation great 
my praiſe ſhall be of thee : 
My vows before them that him fear 
thalll be perform'd by me. 
26 The meek ſiall eat and ſhall be fill'd; 
they allo praiſe ſhall give 
Unto the Lord, that do him ſeek ; 
your heart ſhall ever live. 


Ver. 25. The vow of Chriſt was, to build and conſecrate to Jexovan 
a ſpiritual temple, in which the ſpiritual ſacrifices of prayer and praiſe 
ſhould be continually offered. This vow he performed, aſter his reſur- 
rection, by the hands of his Apoſtles, and ſtill continueth to perform, 
by thoſe of bis miniſters, carrying on the work of edification in © the 
« great congregation” of the Gentile Chriſtian church. The vows of 
Chriſt cannot fail of being performed, Happy are they, whom he 
vouchſafeth to uſe, as his inftruments, in the performance of them. 

Ver. 26. A ſpiritual banquet is prepared m Chriſt's church for the 
meek and lowly of heart; the bread of life and the wine of ſalvation 
are ſet forth in the word and ſacraments; and they, that Eanger and 
thirſt after righteouſneſs, ſhall be © fatisfied therewith :” they © who 


e ſeek” the Lord T:{us in his ordinances, ever find reaſon to“ praiſe 
P 


« him ;”” while, nouriſhed by theſe noble and heavenly viands, they 
live the life, and work the works of grace, proceeding ſtill forward to 
glory; when their © heart ſhall live for ever,“ in heaven. 


27 All ends of th' earth remember ſhall, 
and turn the Lord unto : | 
All kindreds of the nations 
to him ſhall homage do: 
28 Becauſe the kingdom to the Lord 
_ doth appertain, as his: 
Likewiſe among the nations 
the governor he is. 


Ver. 27. The great truths of man's creation and fall, with the promiſe 
ef a Redeemer to come, were © forgotten“ by the nations, after their 
apoltaſy from the true God; but were, as we way ſay, recalled to their 
oY N remem- 


hs | ' 2 
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« remembrance” by the ſermons of the Apoſtles, and the writings of 


he Moſes and the prophets, tranſlated, and ſpread among them. By theſe 

g. they were converted to the faith, and now compoſe the holy church 

Le univerſal throughout the world; being the glorious fruits of the reſur- 2 
13 re ction of Jeſus from the dead. 

h, 29 Earth's fat ones eat and worſhip ſhall: 

ce all who to duſt deſcend 

N Shall bow to him: none of them can 

= | his ſoul from death defend. 

we 30 A lee ſhall ſervice do to him, 

25 unto the Lord it ſhall 


Be for a generation 
reckon'd in ages all. 


Ver. 30. The Apoſtle informeth us, Rom. ix. 8. that “ the chi 
u dren of the promiſe are counted for the ſeed.” Lord, enable us to 
ſerve thee all our lives with a ſervice acceptable to thee in Chriſt Je- 
Jus, that we may be numbered in the generation of thy children, 


31 'They ſhall come, and they ſhall declare 
his truth and right'ouſucſs 


Unto a people yet unborn, 
Fel and that he hath done this, 


ils Ver. 31. They ſhall proclaim the © righteouſneſs,” which is of God 
WR: by faith, to ages and generations yet unborn ; who, hearing of that 
Wa great work, which the Lord ſhall have wrought, for the ſalvation 
F ef men, will thereby be led to glorify him in his church, to the end of 
0 time. 5 , ' 
Hh | : 
he PSALM XXIII. 
<4 1 BE Lord's my Shepherd, VII not want: 
115 "2 He makes me down to lye 
ey In paſtures green: he leadeth nie 
to the quiet waters by. 
3 My ſoul he doth reſtore again, 
and me to walk doth make 
Within the paths of right'ouſneſs, 
ev'n for his own name's fake. 
Ver. 1. Why ſhould they fear, who have ſuch a friend? Huw can 
they want,“ who have ſuch a“ Shepherd?” Behold us, O Lord Je- 
Tus, in ourtelves, hungry, and thirſty, and feeble, and diſeaſed, and de- 
ſenceleſe, and loſt. O feed us, and cheriſh us, and heal &s, and defend 
us, and bear with us, and reſtore us. 
Ver. 2. By me,” ſaith the Redeemer, © if any man enter in, he 
liſe * ſhall be ſaved, and ſhall go in and out, and find paſture.” John*x: 9. 
cir And what faith the Spirit of peace and comfort? © Let him that is a- 


leir « thirſt 


—_— 
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* thirſt come; and whoſoever will, let him take the water of life free- 
« ly.” Rev. xxii. 17. Every flock, that we ſee, ſhould remind us of 
our neceſſities; and every paſture ſhould excite us to praiſe that love, 
dy which they are ſo bountifully ſupplied. | 

Ver. 3. To“ reſtore” or bring back thofe that had “ gone aſttay,” 
that is, in other words, to “ call ſinners to repentance,” was the em- 
ploy ment of Him, who, in the parable of the © loſt ſheep,” repreſent- 
eth himfelf as executing that part of the paſtoral ofice. By the fame 
kind hand, when “ reitored,” they are thenceforward led in „the 
paths of righteouſnel(s;”* in the ways of holy obedience. They are 
ſtrengthened, to walk, and run, in the path of God's commandments ; 
while, to invite and allure them, heaven opens at the end of it. All 
this is now done, for, in, by, and through that name,” beſide which, 


there is none other under heaven given unto man, whereby he may be 
ved. | 


4 Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale, 
yet will I fear none ili ; 
For thou art with me, and thy rod 
and ſtaff me comfort till. 
5 My table thou haſt furniſhed 
in preſence of my toes 
My head thou doſt with oil anoint, 
and my cup overflows. 


Ver. 4. The church militant and the church triamphant, are like 


two mountains, between which lieth the © valley of the ſhadow of 
« death,” neceſſary to be paſſed by thoſe who would go from one to 
the other. Over all that region of drearineſs and deſolation, exten- 
deth the empire of the king of terrors : and the believer alone needs 
« fear no evil,” in his paſfage through it; becauſe he is conducted by 
that great Shepherd of the ſheep, whom God brought again from 
& the dead; Heb. xiii. 20. And who can therefore ſhew us the path 
of life, through the vale of death. In all our dangers and diſtreſſes, 
but chiefly in our laſt and greateſt need, let “thy rod.“ the ſceptre of 
thy kingdom, O Lord, protect vs, and thy paſtoral “ ſtaff guide and 
ſupport our eps; till, through the dreaded valley, we paſs to the hea- 


venly mountain, on which the apoſtle John ſaw * the Lamb ſtanding, 


« with a great multitude redeemed from the earth.“ Rev. xiv. 


'6 Goodneſs and mercy all my life 
ſhall ſurely follow me; 
And in God's houfe for evermore 
my dwelling-place fhall be. 


Ver. 6. Experience of © goodneſs and mercy,” already fo often 
vouchſafed, begets an aſſurance of their being conti-:ued to the end; 
and nothing can ſeparate from the love of Chriſt thoſe who are in him, 
who walk not after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit. Their Lord and Sa- 
viour will provide for them on earth, and conduct them to heaven 
where they ſhall dwell to © length of days,” even the days of eternity, 
&« :n one fold under one Shepherd :”? a fold, into which no enemy en- 
ters, and from which no friend departs : where they ſhall reſt "_— all 

their 


PSALM LIV. 
their labours, and ſce a period to all their ſc rows; where the voice of 
praiſe and thankſgrving is heard continually ; where all the faithful, 


, from Adam to his laſt-born ſon, ſhall meet together, to behold the face 
5 of ſeſus, and to be bleſſed with the viſion of the Almighty : where 
; « they ſhall hunger no more, neither thirſt any more, neither ſhall the 
*« ſun light on them, nor any heat. But the Lamb, which is.in the 
7 « midit of the throne, ſhall feed them, and lead them to living foun- 
: « tains of waters.” Rev. vii. 
. — * — — 
: PSALM XXIV. 
; 1 f earth belongs unto the Lord, 
1 . 2 
£ and all that it contains; 
8 The world that is inhabited, 
and all that there remains. 
2 For the foundations thereof 
be on the ſeas did lay, 
And he hath it eſtabliſhed 
upon the floods to ſtay, 
» 
3 Who is the man that ſhall aſcend 
into the hill of God ? 
Or who within his holy place 
Ty ſhall have a firm abode ? 
f 4 Whoſe hands are clean, whoſe heart is pure, 
0 and unto vanity 
1 Who hath not lifted up his ſoul, 
y nor ſworn deceitfully. 
m Ver. 3. The connection ſeems to be this: If the almighty Creator 
h and Lord of all the earth has choſen us to be his peculiar people, to 
85 ſerve and worſhip him in his temple, upon the holy hill of Zion, whith - 
of er the ark was then aſcending, What manner of perſons ought we to 
1d be! Ihe argument applies, with additional force, to Chriſtians. 
5 
g 5 He from th' Eternal ſhall receive 
N the bleſſing him upon, 
And right'ouſneſs, ev'n from the God 
of his falvation, 
6 This is the generation 
that after him inquire, 
en O Jacob, who do ſeek thy face 
dz with their whole heart's defire; 
ue Ver. 5, No man can aſcend into heaven, through his own righ- 
teoulneſs, but he who came down from heaven, and performed a per- 
a , ſect ſinleſs obedience to the will of God. Sinners of old were purified, 
2 | rough faith in him that was to come, by typical offerings and ablu- 
Alt tions, before they approached the ſanctuary. All God's people are 
n. | . cleanſed 
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deanfed from their ſins, and renewed unto holineſs by the blood of 


Chriſt, and the waſhing of the Holy Ghoſt; and thus they receive 
the bleſſing ſrom the Lord, and righteouſneſs from the God of their 


© falvation. | 
7 Ye gates, lift up your heads on high, 
ye doors that laſt for ay 
Be lifted up, that fo the King 
of glory enter may. 
8 But who of glory is the King? 
the mighty Lord is this, 
Ev'n that ſame Lord, that great in might 
and ſtrong in battle is. | 
Ver. 7, & 8, See Pſal. vii. 18.—Pſal. cx. 1.—-Acts i. 9, 10. O 
Lord of hoſts—All-conquering Meſſiah Head over every creature— 
Leader of the armics of JeEyovau-—Victorious over fin, death, and hell 
—Bicilcd King of Glory— All glory be to thee, for ever and ever. 
9 Ye gates, lift up your heads, ye doors, 
doors that do laſt for ay, 
Be lifred up, that fo the King 
of glory enter may. 
10 But who is he that is the King 
of glory? who is this? 
The Lord of hoſts, and none but he, 


the King of glory is. 


PSALM XXV. 

1 O thee I lift my ſoul : 
2 O Lord, I truſt in thee: 

My God, let me not be atham'd, 

nor foes triumph o'er me. 

3 Let none that wait on thee 

be put to ſhame at all: 

But thoſe that without cauſe tranſgreſs, 


8 let ſhame upon them fall. 


4 Shew me thy ways, O Lord; 
thy paths, O teach thou me: 
5 And do thou lead me in thy truth, 
therein my teacher be : 
For thou art God that doſt 
to me ſalvation ſend, 


And 


P'S.AT.M XXV. 
of | And 1 upon thee all the day | . 
ve expecting do attend. 
SN : 


6 Thy tender mercies, Lord, 
I pray thee to remember, 
And loving-kindneſſes; for they 
have been of old for'ever. 
7 My ſins and faults of youth 
do thou, O Lord, forget ; 
After thy mercy think on me, 


and for thy goodneſs great. 
8 God good and upright is : 
0 the way he'll finners ſhow; 


1 9 The meek in judgment he will guide, 
| | and make his path to know. 
10 The whole paths of the Lord 
are truth and mercy ſure, 
To thoſe that do his cov'nant Keep, 
and teſtimonies pure. 


11 Now, for thine own namie's ſake, 

O Lord, I thee intreat 

To pardon mine guns 
for it is very | 

5 12 What man is he 555 fears 

the Lord, and doth him ſerve? 

Him ſhall he teach the way that he 
ſhall chuſe, and ſtill obſerve. 


13 His ſoul ſhall dwell at eaſe; 
and his poſterity. 
Shall flourith ſtill, and of the earth 
inheritors ſhall be. 
14 With thoſe that fear him is 
the ſecret of the Lord; 
The knowledge of his covenznt 
he will to them afford. 


15 Mine eyes upon the Lord R 
continually are ſet; 
For he it is that ſhall bring forth 
my feet out of the net. 


und > E 16 Turn 
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16 Torn unto me thy face, Noe 
and to me mercy ſhow.; _ 
Becauſe-that I am deſolate, 
and am brought very low. 
17 My heart's griefs are increas'd: 
me from diſtreſs relieve. 
x8 See mine affliction and my pain, 
and all my ſins forgive. 
19 Conſider thou my foes, 
becauſe they many are, 
And it a cruel hatred is 
which they againſt me bear. 
20 O do thou keep my ſoul, 
do thou deliver me: 
And let me never be aſham'd, 
becauſe I truſt in thee. C 
21 Let uprightneſs and truth 
keep me, who thee attend. 
22 Redemption, Lord, to Iſrael 
from all his troubles ſend. 


Second Veron. 
1 T O thee I lift my ſoul, O Lord: 
2 My God, I truſt in thee: 
Let me not be aſham'd; tet not 
my foes triumph o'er me. 
3 Yea, let thou none aſhamed be 
that do on thee attend : 
Aſhamed let them be, O Lord, 
who without cauſe offend. 


4 Thy ways, Lord, ſhew, teach me thy paths. 
Lead me in truth; teach me : 
For of my ſafety thou art God, 
all day I wait on thee. 
6 Thy mercies, that moſt tender are, 
do thou, O Lord, remember, 
And loving-kindnefles ; for they 
have been of old for ever. 
Let not the errors of my youth, 
nor ſins, remembred be: 


| 


— 


- 
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In mercy;-for thy goodneſs fake, 
O Lord, remember me. 
8 The Lord is good and gracious, 
he upright is alſo; | 
He therefore ſinners will inſtruct 
in ways that they ſhould go. 
Ver. 8. He hates ſin, and loves righteouſneſs; he ſent his Son to 
ſuffer for the one, and his Spirit to produce the other; and he cannot 
but be faithful and juſt to his own gracious promiſes, which all centre 
in the ſalvation of ſingers by 7 801 and grace, through Him, who is. 
« the way, the truth, and the life.“ | — 
9 The meek and lowly he will guide 
in judgment juſt alway: - | 
To meek and poor afflicted ones . 
he'll clearly teach his way. 
10 The whole paths of the Lord our God - 
are truth and mercy ſure, 
To ſuch as keep his covenant, 
and teſtimonies pure. 


11 Now, for thine own name's ſake, O Lord, 

I humbly thee intreet | - 

To pardon mine iniquity, | | 

for it is very great. | | 

12 What man fears God ? him ſhall he teach 
the way that he ſhall chooſe. 

13 His ſoul ſhall dwell at eaſe; his ſeed 

the earth, as heirs, ſhall uſe. 2 


Ver. It. The pardon of fin is to be aſked, and obtained, through 
that gracious © name,” in which“ mercy and truth, are met togetker; 
and ſo “ great” S our fin, that pardon can be had only through that 
name. | 


14 The ſecret of the Lord is with 1 
ſuch as do fear his name; | be, of 
And he his holy covenant - 
will manifeſt to them. _ 
15 Towards the Lord my waiting eyes 
continually are ſet : | 
For he it is that ſhall bring forth 
my feet out of the net. 
Ver. 14.“ All things which ! have heard of my Father, I have made 


% known unto you,” John xv. 
Ia Ver. 15. An unfortunate dove, whoſe feet are taken in the ſnare of 
= E 3 : the 


— 


the fowler, is a fine emblem of the ſoul intangled in the cares or plea. 
ſures of the worlg ; from which the deſires, thro' the power of grace, 


to fly away, and to be at reſt, with her glorified Redeemer. 


16 O turn thee unto me, O God, 
have mercy me upon: 
_ Becauſe I ſolitary am, 
and in affliction. : 
17 Enlarg'd the griefs are of mine heart : 
me from diſtreſs relieve. 
18 See mine affliction, and my pain, 
and all my ſims forgive. 


Ver. 17. As life is prolonged, troubles are generally enlarged, So 
it was in the life of our dear Maſter. And every man will ſooner 


- later perceive, that God alone can © bring him out of his diſtref- 
bo” - : 
19 Conſider thou mine enemies, 
becauſe they many are; 
And it a cruel hatred is | 
which they againſt me bear. 
20 O do thou keep my ſoul, O God, 
do thou deliver me: | 
-Let me not be aſham'd ; for I 
do put my truſt in thee. 


21 O let integrity and truth | 
SY keep me, who thee attend. 
22 Redemption, Lord, to Iſrael 
from all his troubles ſend. 


Ver 21. Abſolute integrity and uprighKHeſs are the prerogatives of 
the King of righteouſneſe; and it is his grace which makes us ſuch as 
his mercy will accept. On him therefore let us“ Wait.“ | 

Ver. 22. In the common ſalvation all have an intereſt ; and for that 
reaſon, all ſhould pray ſor it. The earthly David petitioned for [rac] ; 
the heavenly David ever continueth to intercede for the church; and 
every Chriitian ought to become a ſuppliant for his brethren, ſtill look 
ing and longing for that glorious day, when, by a joyful reſurrection 
unto life eternal, God ſhall indeed © redecm Iſrael out of all his trou- 


« bles.“ 


*» 
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PSALM XXVI. 
1 TUDGE me, O Lord, for I have walk'd 
| in mine integrity : 
I truſted alſo in the Lord; 
flide therefore ſhall not I. 


2 Examine 


e, 


ins 


PSALM XXVI. 
2 Exarnine me, and do me prove; 
try heart and reins, O God. : 
3 For thy love is before mine eyes, 
thy truth's paths I have trod. 


Ver. 2. A trial of this ſort might be deſired by David, and may be 
deſired by men, like him, conſcious of their integrity, as to the parti- 
cular crimes charged upon them by the malice of their enemies. 
Chriſt alone could aſk ſuch a trial at large, as being equatly free from 
every kind and degree of fin, and certain of receiving additional luf. 


tre from the increaſing heat of the furnace. 


4 With perſons vain I have not fat, 

nor with diſſemblers gone. 

5 Th' aſſembly of ill men I hate: 
to fit with ſuck} I ſhun. 

6 Mine hands in innocence, Q Lord, 
I'll wath and purify ; 
So to thine holy altar go, 

and compaſcs it will J. 


ver. 4. & 5. Happy the Chriſtian, who can ſay, that, during the 


time of his pilgrimage, he hath eſcaped the pollutions that are in the 
world, through vanity and hopocriſy, evil practices, and wicked prin- 
ciples. Chriſt alone, like his emblem the light, paſſed through all things 
undctiled. N a 8 , 


7 That I, with voice of thankſgiving, 
may publiſh and declare, | 
And tell of all thy mighty works 
that great and wondrous are. 
8 The habitation of thy houſe, 
Lord, I have loved well; 
Yea, in that place I do delight 
where doth thine honour dwell, 


9 With ſinners gather not my ſoul, 
| and ſuch as blood would ſpill ; 
10 Whoſe hands miſchievous plots, riglit hand 
corrupting bribes do fill. 
11 But as for me, I will walk on | 
in mine integrity ; N 
Do thou redeem me, and, O Lord 
be merciful to me. 


Ver. 11. The Chriſtian's reſolution, like that of the prophet, muſt 
be, to hold faſt his © integrity” in the midſt of his enemies, and not 
follow a multitude to do evil; as knowing, that che day of final “ re- 
demption and mercy” will come. . 


E 3 12 My 


— 


PSALM XXVII. 


I2 My foot upon an even place 


doth ſtand with ſtedfaſtneſs: 
Within the congregations 
th Eternal I will bless. 


PSALM. XXVII. 


1 "PHE. Lord's my light and faving health, 
who ſhall make me difmay*d ? 
Wy life's ſtrength is the Lord, of whom 
| then (hail I be afraid? 
2 When as mine enemies and foes, . 
moſt wicked perfons all, 
To eat my fleſh agiinſt me roſe, 
they tumbled acd did fall. 


Ver. f. All this he was to the bleſſc4 Perſon, whom David repreſent- 
ed; and al] this he will be to his faichful ſervants, © If God” therefore 


- 4 de ſor us, who can be againſt us? Rom, viii. he 
3 Againſt me though an hoſt encamp, * 
my heart yet fearleſs is: de 


Though war againſt me riſe, I will 
be confident in this. 
4 One thing I of the Lord deſir'd, 
and will ſ:ek to obtain, 
That all days of my life I may 
with n God's houſe remain: a 


Ver. 4. The v:Qories of David ended in his reſtoration to Jeruſa- 
Jem, had the ſervice of God]; the viRtories of Chriſt terminated in his 
triumphant return to a Letter Jeruſalem; and this ought to be the 


* one thing defired” by the Chriſtian, that after his conqueſt over \ 
the body of ſin, he may paſs.the unnumbered days of eternity in the par 
.  ecurts of heaven, contemplating the beauty and the glory of his Re- for! 
dcemer. 5 * 


That I the beauty of the Lord 
bello may,and admire, 

And tiat I in his holy place 
my rev'rently 1 Inquire. 

5 For he, in his paviion, ſhall 
me hide in evil days: 
In ſecret of his tent me hide, 
and on a rock me raiſe, 


P 8 ALM XXVII. f — 


6 And now, ev'n at this preſent time, | / 

mine head ſhall lifted be | 

Above all thoſe that are my foes, 
and round encompals me: 

Therefore unto his tabernacle 

I'll facrifices brin 

Of joyfulneſs; Pil ling, yea, I 
to God will praiſes ling. 


7 O Lord, give ear unto my voice, 
when I do cry to thee: 
Upon me allo mercy have, 
and do thou anſwer me. 
8 When thou diitt fay, Seek ye my face; 
then unto thee reply 
Thus did my heart, Above all things 
thy face, 13 ſcek will I. 


Ver. 8. The voice of God, throughout the ſcriptures, exhorteth the 
believer to turn away from the delufive appearances of the creature, 
and to ſeek after Him, who is“ altogether lovely.“ Lo this voice the 
believer anſwers, like a well-tuned initrument to the maſter's touch , 
declaring his reſolution ſo to do. | ; 2 - 


9 Far from me hide not thou thy face, 
put not away from thee 
Thy ſcrvant in thy wrath: thou haſt > 
an helper been to me. 1 
O God of my ſalvation, _ 
leave me not, nor forſake: 
10 Though me my parents both ſhould leave, 
the Lord will me up take. f 


Ver. to. The caſe of the church and of the ſoul is ofrehtimes com- 
pared to that of a poor, helpleſs, expoſed orphan, Where world!'y com- 
forts end, heavenly ones begin. Sce Iſa. xlis. 15. Matt. xxili. 37. John 


Ix, 35» 
11 O Lor l, inſtruct me in thy way, 
to me a leader be 6 
In a plain path, becauſe of thoſe 
that hatred bear to me. 
12 Give me not to mine en'mies will; 
for witne{l' + that lie 
Againſt me riſen are, and ſuch 
as breathe out crueity. 


* 


Ver. 12. 


PSALM XXVII. 1 
Ver. 12. David had his enemies, and falſe accuſers; Chriſt alſo had 


his; and every child of God hath need to petition for deliverance from 
the great enemy of his ſalvation, the grand accuſer of the brethren, 


members of Chriſt. 


13 I fainted had, unleſs that I 
believed had, to ſee 


The Lord's own goodneſs in the land 
of them that living be. 
14 Wait on the Lord, and be thou ſtrong, 
and he ſhalt ſtrength afford 
Unto thine heart ; yea, do thou wait, 
I ſay, upon the Lord. 


Ver. 13. Faith” in the comfortable promiſes of God is the only 
fovereign cordial for a“ fainting®” ſpirir. Earth is the land of the dy- 
ing; we mult extend our proſpect into heaven, which is the land of 
the © living,” where the faithful ſhall “ ſee,” and experience evermore, 
« the goodueſs of the Lord.“ 

Ver, 14. Let us patiently “wait on the Lord,” till the few and e- 
vil days of our pilgrimage paſs away, and we arrive at ihe manſions 
prepared for us, in the houſe of our heavenly Father; till our warfare 
be accompliſhed, and terminate in the peace of God, 


ms, 


' who is ever breathing out malice and cruelty ,againſt the body and 


PSALM XXVIII. 


1 T O thee Flt cry, O Cord, my rock, 
| hold not thy peace to me; 
Leſt, like thoſe that to pit deſcend, 
I by thy ſilence be. 
2 The voice hear of my humble pray'rs 
- when unto thee I cry; 
When to thy ho!y oracle 
I lift my hands on high. 


3 With ill men draw me not away, 
that work iniquity : 
That ſpeak peace to their friends, while in 
their hearts doth miſchief lye. _ 
4 Give them according to their deeds, 
and ills endeavoured : 
And as their handy-works deſerve, 
to them be rendered. 


Vet. 4, & 5. Theſe verſes may be confidered (as the imperative and 
the future are uſed promiſcuouſly) as prophefies of the divine judg- 
ments, which have been ſince executed againſt the Jews, and "_ 

| Wi 


PSALM XXVII. 


will be executed. againſt all the enemies of Jenovan, and his Chriſt, 


| whom neither the © works“ of ereation, nor thoſe of redemption and 
m grace, can lead to repentance. 1 5 F 

14 5 God ſhall not build, but them deſtroy, 

1 


who would not underſtand 
The Lord's owa works, nor did regard 
the doing of his hand. 
6 For ever bleſſed be the Lord, 
for graciouſly he heard 
Tho voice of my petitions, 
and prayers did regard. | 
Ver. 6, & 7. As the former verſes may be accommodated to the hu- 
miliation and ſufferings, ſo what follows to the glory and triumph of 


Chriſt our Head, who, through the power of the Divinity, having o- 
vercome his ènemies, may be ſuppoſed, at his reſurrection from the 


yy dead, to have ſung ſuch a ſtrain ; a ftrain, which they, who have been 
4 delivered from Jin and forrow, will beſt underſtand, by uſing it. 
rey 7 The Lord's my ſtrength and ſhield, my heart 
le Apon him did rely; | 5 | 
ons And I am helped, hence my heart $5 
are doth joy exceedingly, | 

0 And with my ſong J will him praiſe. | 
ET 3 Their ſtrength is God alone; 


He alſo is the ſaving ſtrength - 
of his anointed One. 


Ver. 8. He who ſaved and exalted the Head, will alſo fave and ex- 

alt the members in due time. And for the accompliſhment of this glo- 

" rious ſalvation, the ſalvation of his church, the Redeemer intercedeth, 
in the remaining verſe of this pſalm. See John xvii. 


9 O thine own people do thou ſave, 
bleſs thine inheritance ; 
Them alſo do thou feed, and them 
for evermore advance. 


Ver. 9. Save us, O Lord Jeſus from our ſins; bleſs us, O thou Son ot. 
David, with the bleſſing of righteouſneſs ; feed us, O thou good Shep - 
herd of the ſheep ; and lift us up for ever from the duſt, O thou, whs 
art the reſurre&ion, and the life ! 5 


PSALM XXIX. 


1 '& IVE ye unto the Lord, ye ſons 
that of the mighty be, 


_— 


EE All ſtrength and glory to the Lord : 
5 with cheartulnels give ye. | 
yhich . 


will 


PSALM XXIX. 
' + _ 2 Unto the Lord the glory give 
that to his name is due; 
And in the beauty” of holineſs 
unto JEHOVAH bow. 


_ 3 The Lord's voice on the waters is: 
the God of majeſty | 
Doth thunder, and on multitudes - . 
of waters ſitteth he. TRE 
| 4 A pow'rful voice it is that comes 
6 | _ out from the Lord moſt high ; _ 
The voice of that great Lord is full 
| of glorious majeſty. 
Ver. 4. Of the power and majeſty of God's voice, when he ſpeaketh- 
from heaven in thunder, few hearts are inſenſible; of the power and 
majeſty of his voice, when he ſpoke from heaven by his Apoſtles, the 
world was once fully ſenfible. O may he ſo cauſe the glorious ſound: 
olf the goſpel to be heard, under the whole heaven, that the world may 
»# again be made ſenſible thereof; before that voice of the Son of Man, 
w ich hath ſo often called ſinners to repentance, ſhall call them to judg- 
ment ! TEL RS br te N The 
5 The voice of the Eternal doth. 
aſunder cedars tear; 2 
Yea, God the Lord doth cedars break 
that Lebanon doth bear. 
6 He makes them like a calf to ſkip, 
ev'n that great Lebanon; 
And like to a young unicorn, 
the mountain Sirion. 
Ver. 5. The force of lightaing is known to rend in pieces the talleſt 
and ſtrongeſt trees, in a moment; nor is the word of God leſs effectu- 
al in bringing down the loftieſt pride, and rending the hardeſt heart 
of man, by the Spirit which accompanieth it. Thus was the perſecu-. 
ting Saul humbled and converted, by a “ light” and a © voice'' from 


« heaven ;” ſo that, inſtead of © breathing out threatenings and ſlaugh- 


« ters, he aſks, like a meek and dutiful child,“ Lord, what wilt thou 
* have me to do?” Acts ix. 


| =. Ver. 6. Thunder not only demoliſheth the cedars, but “ ſhaketh the 
mountains“ on which they grow. Thus by the goſpel © every 
% mountain and hilf was ſhaken, and made low; every high thing 
« which exalted itſelf againſt the knowledge of Chriſt, was caſt down, 
* and brought into ſubjection.“ Ifa, xl. 2 Cor. x. 

7 God's voice divides the flames of fire : 

3 The deſart it doth ſhake : 

The Lord doth make the wilderneſs 


of Kadeſh all to quake. 
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PSALM XXIX. 
-9 God's voice doth make the hinds to calve, 
it makes the foreſt bare: 
And in his temple every one 
his glory doth declare. 


Ver, 7. The word of God is 4 quick and owerful, and ſharper 
*« than any two-edged ſword,” penetrating, melting, enlightening and 


3nflaming the hearts of men. Acts ii. Heb. iv. 


Ver. 8. The goſpel was firſt preached in Paleſtine, but from thence 
it went forth into the Gentile world, that dry, barren, and deſolate 
« wilderneſs.” | | 


Ver. 9. Storms of thunder and lightning, attended often with whirl- 
winds, ſtrip the trees of their leaves, and diſcloſe the receſſes of foreſts, 
It is by the“ word of God,” that the hidden © things of darkneſs are 
manifeſted,” and the counſels of all hearts revealed: for “ all things 
„are naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to 
« do,” 1 Cor. iv. 5. Heb. iv. 13. For theſe his marvcllous works, 
in the natural and ſpiritual world, God is daily © glorified” by his peo- 


ple. h 
x 10 The Lord fits on the floods: the Lord 
fits King, and ever ſhall. 
11 The Lord will give his people ſtrength, 
and with peace bleſs them all. 


Ver. 10. The Lord Jeſus ſitteth on his throne, having all power in 
the diſpenſations of nature and of grace; by which as he checketh at 
pleaſure the rage of the moſt boiſterous elements in the former, ſo, 
with the ſame caſe, he controlleth the fury of the enemy and oppreſ- 
ſor in the latter; ſaying with equal authority, in both caſes, PEACE! 
BE STILL! . 7 

Ver. Ii; Thou, O Chriſt, art che“ mighty God 3” and thou art the 


« Prince of Peace.“ Iſa. ix. 6. 


PSALM LEE | 
I L ORD, I will thee extol, for thou 
haſt lifted me on high, 
And over me thou to rejoice 
mad'ſt not mine enemy. 
2 O thou who art the Lord my God, 
I in diſtreſs to thee 
With loud cries lifted up my voice, 
and thou haſt healed me. 


Ver. t. Theſe words, if originally compoſed and uttered by king 
David, on occaſion of ſome temporal mercy, apply in a far more em- 
phatical and beautiful manner, to the cafe of Meſſiah, ſuffering and 
riſing again, as well as to that of his church and people, following 


him. 8 | | 
3 O Lord, my ſoul thou haſt brought up, 
and-reſcu?d from the grave: 
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PSALM XXX. 
That I to pit ſhould-not go down, © © © 
alive thou didſt me ſave. : — 
4 O ye that are bis holy ones 
ſing praiſe unto the Lord, 
And give unto him thanks, when ye a 
his holineſs record. 8 


5 For but a moment laſts his wrath 

life in his favour lyes : N 
Weeping may for a night endure, 
at morn doth joy ariſe. | 
6 In my proſperity, I ſaid, 
that nothing ſhall me move. 

7 O Lord, thou haſt my mountain made 

to ſtand ſtrong by thy love : 


Ver. 5. This is a moſt beautiful and affecting image of the ſuffer- 
ings and exaltation of Chriſt ; of the ſorrows and joys of a penitent ; 
of the miſeries of time, and the glories of eternity; of the night of 
death, and the morning of the reſurrection. | 

Ver. 6, & 7. David, after his ſucceſs againſt Goliah, and Chriſt, u- 
pon his triumphant entry into . were hailed by the acclama- 
tions and hoſannas of the people, as the Chriſtian may ſometimes meet 
with the applauſes of the world, and be led to think himſelf eſtabliſhed. 
in proſperity. But other troubles awaited David; and the bleſſed Je- 
fus was nailed to the croſs. Let not the diſciple expect to be above 
his maſter ; nor, in the ſeaſon of light and joy, negle& to prepare ior 
the approaching days of ſorrow and darkneſs. f 


But when that thou, O gracious God, 
didſt hide thy face from me, 
Then quickly was my proſp'rous ſtate 
turn'd into miſery. | 
8 Wherefore unto the Lord my cry 
I T cauſed to aſcend: - 
My humble ſupplication 
I to the Lord did ſend. ' 


9 What profit is there in my blood, 
when I go down to pit ? 
Shall unto thee the duſt give praiſe ? 

thy truth declare ſhall it ? 3 

10 Hear, Lord, have mercy; help me, Lord. 

11 "Thou turned haſt my ſadneſs 

To dancing; yea, my ſackcloth loos'd, 
and girded me with gladneſs: 5 
* f er. 
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PSALM XXXNI. 
Ver. 8, 9, & 10, Theſe words may make us think of e the ftrong 
« cryings, and ſupplications,” which the true David poured forth, while 
under the cloud of his paſſion; and which are to be poured forth by us, 
when conformed to his image, in ſuffering affliction. 
x2 That ſing thy praiſe my glory may, 
and never ſilent be: 
O Lord my God, for evermore 
I will give thanks to thee. 


Ver. 12. The tongue then becometh the © glory of man, when it is 
employed in ſetting forth the glory of God. 


- 


PSALM XXXI. 
2 JN thee, O Lord, I put my truſt, 
ſham'd let me never be: 
According to thy right'ouſneſs 
do thou deliver me. 
2 Bow down thine ear to me with ſpeed, 
ſend me deliverance: - 
To ſave me, my ſtrong Rock be thou, 
and, my houſe of defence. 


3 Becauſe thou art my Rock, and thee 
1 for my fortreſs take: 
Therefore do thou me lead and guide, 
ev'n for thine own name's ſake. 
4 And ſith thou art my ſtrength, therefore 
pull me out. of the net, | 
Which they in ſubtilty for me | 
{o privily have ſet. 


5 Into thine hands I do commit 
my ſprrit : for thou art he, 
O thou JEHOVAH, God of truth, 
that hath redeemed me. 
6 Thoſe that do lying vanities 
| regard, I have abhorr'd: 
But as for me, my confidence 
is fixed on the Lord. 


Ver. 5. David, in his diſtreſſes, might by theſe words expreſs h's 
reſignation of himſelf and his affairs into the hands of God; bit it is 
certain, that Chriſt actually did expire upon the croſs, with the for- 
mer part of this verſe in his mouth. Luke xxiii. 46. Nor is there any 
impropriety in the application of = latter part to him; ſince as * 

the 
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| PSALM XXXI. 7 
"the ſurety and repreſentative of his people, he was *-redeemed” from 


"the power of the enemy, by « the God of truth” accompliſhing his 
Promiſes. \ 


7 I'll in thy mercy gladly joy; 

| for thou my miſeries SY 
| Confider'd haſt; thou haſt my ſoul 

known in adverſities: 
8 And thou haſt not incioſed me 
Within the en'my's hand: 
And by thee have my feet been made 
in a large room to ſtand. 


— 


Q O Lord, upon me mercy have, 
for trouble is on me; 
Mine eye, my belly, and my ſoul 
with grief conſumed be. 
x0 Becauſe my life with grief is ſpent, 
my years with ſighs and groans : 
My ſtrength doth fail; and for my fin 
conſumed are my bones. 

Ver. 9. Such were the troubles of David, and, more emphatically 
thoſe of Chriſt z and ſickneſs and forrow may one day teach us all to 
uſe the ſame expreſſions. | | 

Ver. 10. Do we not, in theſe words, hear the voice of the © man of 


« ſorrows, ſuffering, not indeed for his own iniquity,” but for ours, of 
which, he frequently, in the pſalms, ſpeaks as if it were his owp. 


11 I was a ſcorn to all my foes, 
and to my friends a fear; 
And ſpecially reproach'd of thoſe 
that were my neighbours near: 
When they me ſaw, they from me fled. 
12 _ Ev'n fol am forgot, 
As men are out of mind when dead ; 
Fm like a broken pot. 

Ver. 11. Theſe particulars were never more applicable to David 
than they were to No Son of David, when his acquaintance, at behold- 
ing him reviled by his enemies, were terrified from attending him, 

-and when © all the diſciples forſook him, and fled.” 
Ver. 12. This was literally the caſe vf Chriſt, when laid in the ſe- 
poulchre, and eſteemed no longer the object of hope by his friends, or 
of fear by his enemies. * 


13 For ſlanders I of many heard, 
fear compaſs d me, while they | 
| Againſt 


d 


1 
1, 


e- 
or 


iſt 


_ 


Againſt me did conſult and plot, 
to take my life away. 
14 But as for me, O Lord, my truſt 
upon thee I did lay: 
And I to thee, Thou art my God, 
did confidently ſay. | 
Ver. 13. The flanderof Shimei, and the counſe] of Ahitophelagainſt 


king David, may direct our thoughts to the ſlanders of the Jews, and 
4 counſels of Judas and the Sanhedrim againſt · the beloved Son of 


15 My times are wholly in thine hand: 
do thou deliver me | 
From their hands that mine enemies 
and perſecutors be. 
16 Thy countenance to ſhine do thou 
upon thy ſervant make: 
Unto me give ſalvation, 
for thy great mercy's ſake. 


17 Let me not be aſham'd, O Lord, 
for on thee call'd I have: 
Let wicked men be ſham'd, let them 
be filent in the grave. 
18 To filence put the lying lips, 
that grievous things do fay, 
And hard reports, in pride and ſcorn, 
on right'ous men do lay. 


19 How great's the goodneſs thou for them 
that fear thee keep'ſt in ſtore; 
And wronght'ſt for them that truſt in thee, 
the ſons of men before | 
20 In ſecret of thy preſence, thou 
ſhalt hide them from man's pride : 
From ſtrife of tongues thou cloſely ſhalt 


as in a tent them hide. 


21 All praiſe and thanks be to the Lord; 
for he hath magnify'd 
His wondrous love to me, within 
a city fortify'd. | 
22 For from thine eyes cut off I am, 
(1 in my haſte had faid ) 
T2 My 


PSALM XIXI. 


My voice yet heard'ſt thou, when to thee 
with cries my moar I made. 

Ver. 21. The man Chriſt, and his church with him, like David of 
old, here rejoice in the proteRion and ſaving power of God, in the ſame 
manner as in Iſai. Xxvi. 1. We . a ſtrong city; ſalvation will 
God appcint for walls and bulwarks.“ 

23 O love the Lord, all ye © his ſaints x 
| becauſe the Lord doth guard 
The faithful, and he plent'ouſſy 
| proud doers doth reward. 
4 24 Be of good courage, and he ſtrength 
unto your heart ſhall ſend, - 
All ye whoſe hope and confidence 
, doth on the Lord depend. 


4 Ver. 23, & 24. The exhortation is raiſed from the conſideration of 
the deliverance of Chriſt, with the deſtruction of his enemies; which 


" ought to ſtrengthen and comfort the hearts of believers, under all their 
- afllitions here below. See Heb. ii. 3. 
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I O Bleſſed is the man, to whom 
is freely pardoned | 
All the tranſgreſſion he hath done, 
whole fin is covered. 
2 Bleſs'd is the man to whom the "=P 
imputeth not his fin, 
Ard in whoſe ſpirit there is no guile, 
nor fraud is found therein. X 


3 When as I did refrain my ſpeech, 
and filent was my tongue; 
My bones then waxed old, becauſe 

I reared all day long. 
4 For upon me both day and night 
thine hand did heavy lye; 
So that my moiſture turned is 
to ſummer's drought thereby. 


5 I thereupon have unto thee 
my fin acknowledged, 
And likewiſe mine iniquity 
I have not covered: 


i will - 


4 by 
aw * 


PS ALM XXXI. - 
I will confeſs unto the Lord 
my treſpaſſes, faid !; 
And of my fin thou freely didſt 
forgive th' iniquity. WPF. 
Ver. 5. What is this, but the goſpel itſelf ?— If we confeſs our ſins, 
« he is faithful and juſt to forgive us our fins.” I John i. 9. Were 
angels to deſcend from heaven, to comfort the dejected « gy of a ſin- 
ner, they could ſay nothing moxe effectual for the purpoſe, than what 
is ſaid in this verſe of ourplalm, But practice will be the beſt comment 
upon it. ; | - : 
6. For this ſhall every godly one 
his prayer make to thee ; 
In ſuch a time he (hall thee ſeek 
as found thou mayeſt be. 
Surely, when floods of waters great 
do ſwell up to the brim, 
l They ſhall not overwhelm his ſoul, 
| nor once come near to him. 


7 Thou art my hiding-place, thou ſhalt 
from trouble keep me free; 
Thou, with ſongs of deliverance, 
about ſhalt compaſs me. . 
8 I will inſtruct thee, and thee teach 
the way that thou ſhalt go; 
And, with mine eye upon thee ſet, 
I will direction ſhow. 5 


Then be not like the horſe, or mule, 
which do not underſtand; 

Whoſe mouth, leſt they come near to thee, 
a bridle muſt command. 

10 Unto the man that wicked is 

his ſorrows ſhall abound; 

But him that truſteth in the Lord, 
mercy {hall compaſs round. 


11 Ye right'ous, in the Lord be glad, 
in him do ye rejoice : | 
All ye that upright are in heart, 
for joy lift up your voice. 
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I YE right'ous, in the Lord rejoice ; 
it comely is, and right, 
That upright men, with thankful voice, - 
- ſhould praiſe the Lord of might. | 
2 Praiſe God with harp : and unto him 
ſing with the pſaltery ; 
Upon a ten-ſtring'd infirument 
make ye {weet melody. 
2 Ver. 2. There is no inftrument like the rational ſoul, and no me- 
lody like that of well-tuned affections, 
3 A new ſong to him ſing, and os 
with loud noiſe ſkiltully. 
4 For right is God's word : all his works 
are done in verity. 
5 To judgment, and to right 3 
a love he beareth (till: 
The loving kindnels of the Lord 
the earth throughout doth fill. 


Ver. 3. Old things are paſſed away,” and the ideas of a Chriſtian 
are to be transferred from the old world, and the old diſpenſation, to 
the © new; ſince, under the goſpel, « all things are become new.” 

„ Juſt ice“ 1 is amatttibute inſeparable from God; and what 
Qeſerves the praiſes of man, as it excites the admiration of angels, is, 
that, without ſacrificing this formidable attribute, he hath contrived to 
fill and overflow the earth with his © mercy,” 


6 The heavens, by the word of God, 
did their beginning take : 
And, by the breathing of his mouth, 
he all their hoſts did make. 
7 The waters of the ſeas he brings 
together as an heap : 
And in ſtore-houſes, as it were, 


he layeth up the deep. 


8 Let earth, and all that live therein, 
with rev'rence fear the Lord: 
Let all the world's inhabitants. 
' dread him with one accord. 
9 For he did ſpeak the word, and done 
it was wil hout delay; 
Eſtabliſned it firmly ſtood 
whatever he did ſay. 


10 God 


5 PSALM XIXIM. 
10 God doth the counſel bring to nought 
which heathen folk do take: 
And what the people do deviſe, 
of none effect doth make. 
11 O! but the counſel of the Lord 
doth ſtand for ever ſure, 
And of his heart the purpoſes 
from age to age endure, \ 


12 That nation bleſſed is, whoſe God 

IxHova is: and thoſe 
A blefled people are, whom for 

his heritage be choſe. 

13 The Lord from heav'n ſces and beholds 
all ſons of men full well. 

14 He views all from his dwelling-place 
that on the earth do dwell. 


Ver. 12. The foregoing conſiderations of the righteouſneſs, truth, 
mercy, power, and wildom of JetHovan, naturally fuggeſt a reflection 
on the * bleſſedneſs“ of his people, in whoſe cauſe all thoſe attributes - Bi 
are, by the covenant of grace, engaged and exerciſed, | 

| 15 He forms their hearts alike : and all 

yy their doings he obſerves, 

, | 16 Great hoſts ſave not a king; much ſtrength 

| no mighty man preſerves * 
17 An horſe for preſervation 
is a deceitful thing ; = 
And, by the greatneſs of his ſtrength, 
can no deliv'rance bring. bs 


18 Behold, on thoſe that do him fear 
the Lord doth ſet ts eye: 
Ev'n thoſe who on his mercy do 
with confidence rely : | 
19 From death to free their foul, in dearth 
life unto them to yield. 
20 Our foul doth wait upon the Lord: 
he is our help and ſhield. 


Ver. 20, & 21. In anſwer to the foregoing exhortation, the . righte- 

** ons” are here introduced, declaring their fixed reſolution to perſevere 

in faith and patience, “ waiting“ for their Lord, in whom they re- 

joice with joy uuſpeakable and full of glory,” by reaſon of that hum- 

ble and holy confidence which they have in him. | 

of h 55 22 Sith 
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PSALM XXXIV. 
21 Sith in his holy name we truſi, 
our heart ſhall joyful be. 
22 Lord, let thy mercy be on us, 
as we do hope in thee. 


Ver. 22. The © hope” of God's people was always in Meffiah. Of 


eld they prayed for the «© mercy” of his firſt coming; now they expect 


his ſecond. Grant us, O Lord, that hope, of which we ſhall never be 


aſhamed. : 


* 


PS AI. M XXXIV. 
I OD will I bleſs all-times : his praiſe 
my mouth ſhall ſtill expreſs. 
2 My ſoul ſhall boaſt in God: the meek 
ſhall hear with joyfulneſs. 
3 Extol the Lord with me; let us 
exalt his name together. 
4 I fought the Lord, he heard, and did 
me from all fears deliver. ; 


Ver. 1. The Chriſtian, delivered from many perils, yet continually 
Bable to more, finds cauſe, at all ſeaſons, and in all ſituations, to bleſs 
God. © In all things he gives thanks, and rejoices even in tribulation,” 
which cannot deprive him of the true ground of all joy, the ſalvation. 
of Chriſt. | 

Ver. 3. The Chriſtian, not only himſelf magnifies God, but exhorts 


others to do likewiſe; and longs for that day to come, when all nations 


and languages laying aſide their contentions and animoſities, their pre- 
23 and their errors, their unbelief, their herefics, and their ſchiſms, 
all make their ſound to be heard as one, in magnifying and ezalting 


their great Redeemer's name. 


5 They look'd to him, and light'ned were : 
not ſhamed were their faces, | 
6 This poor man cry'd, God heard, and ſav'd 
him from all his diſtreſles. 
7 The angel of the Lord encamps, 
and round encompaſſeth, 
All thoſe about that do him fear, 
and them delivereth. | 1 

Ver. 5. Faith is the eye, ſin the blindneſs, and Chriſt the light of 
the ſoul. The blindneſs maſt be removed, and the eye mult be direc- 
ted to the light, which will chen illuminate the whole man, and guide 
him in the way of ſalvation. He who thus looketh unto the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, for light and direction, ſhall never be confounded. 

Ver. 6. David, when he eſcaped from his enemies, might be © poor“ 
and deſtitute. But u was emphatically „the poor man,” who be- 
came fo for our lakes; who not only poſſeſſed nothing, but deſired 

| | nothing, 
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nothing, in this world. Hz © cried, and Jzuovau heard him, and des 
livered him out of all his troubles. 5 


8 O taſte and ſee that God is good! ® + 
who truſts.in him is bleſt. 

9 Fear God, his ſaints : none that him fear 
ſhall be with want oppreſt. * 

10 The lions young may hungry be, 
and they may lack their food ; - 
But they that truly ſeek the Lord 

{hall not lack any good. 


11 O children, hither do ye come, 
and unto me give ear: 
I ſhall you teach to underſtand 
how ye the Lord ſhould fear. 
12 What man is he that life deſires, 
to ſee good would live long? 
1 3 Thy lips refrain from ſpeaking guile, 
and from ill words thy tongue. 


Ver. 13. See I Pet. iii. 9—12. and the great example, 1 Pet. ii. 27. 
22. 


14 Depart from ill, do good, ſeek peace, 
purſue it earneſtly. 
15 God's eyes are on the juſt ; his ears 
5 are open to their cry. 
16 The face of God is ſet againſt 
thoſe*that do wickedly, 
That he may quite out from the earth 
cut off their memory. 


17 The right'ous cry unto the Lord, 
he unto them gives ear; 
And they out of their troubles all 
by him deliver'd are 
18 The Lord is ever nigh to them 
that be of broken ſp'rit: 
To them he ſafety doth afford 
that are in heart contrite. 
ver. tj. This great and comforting truth is atteſted by the hitory 
of the deliverances of Iſrael: but above all, by the ſalvation of the 


world, thro” the interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt. he death of martyrs 
is their deliverance ; ; and the greatelt of all deliverances, 


19 The 
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N 19 The troubles that affſict the juſt | r 


in number many be: 
Put yet at length out of them all 
3 the Lord doth ſet him free. 
20. He carefully his bones doth keep, 
whatever doth befal; 
That not ſo much as one of them 
can broken be at all. 


Ver. 19. In the world,” ſaith the Captain of our falvation, „ye 
* ſhall have tribulation ; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the 
„ world.” John xvi. | | 


Ver. 20. The bones of the true paſchal Lamb continued whole dur- 


ing the paſſion, and thoſe of the ſaints ſhall be raiſed whole at the laſt 


day, when the myſtical body of Chriſt ſhall come out of its ſufferings, | 


no leſs perfect and entire than did the natural. 


21 Ill ſhall the wicked flay : laid waſte 
ſhall be who hate the juſt. 
A 22 The Lord redeems his ſervants ſouls : 
; | none periſh that him truſt. 
Ver. 21. Whoſo doubts the truth of this, let him only ſurvey and 
der attentively the deſolation-of the once highly favoured: nation, 
for their enmity againſt the King of righteouſneſs, and his faithful ſub- 


* — 
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I Pad, Lord, with thoſe that plead: and fight 


with thoſe that fight with me. 
2 Of ſhield and buckler take thou hold, 

ſtand up mine help to be, 

3 Draw alſo out the ſpear, and do 
| againſt them ſtdp the way 
That me purſue : unto my ſoul, 
I'm thy ſalvation, ſay. 3 
Ver. 1. David in his afflictions, Chriſt in his paſſion, the church un- 


der perſecution, and the Chriſtian in the hour of temptation, ſupplicate 
the Almighty to appear in their behalf, and to vindicate their cauſe. 


4 Let them confounded be, and ſham'd, 
: | that for my ſoul have ſought : 
Who plot my hurt, turn'd back be they, 
and to confuſion brought. 
5 Let them bs like unto the chaff 
- that flies before the wind: 


eo” wo A toc 


| PSALM KXXXV;” 
And let the angel of the Lord 
purſue them hard behind. 


Ver. 5. The Jews, ſeparated from the church and peogje of Chriſt, 
become uſeleſs and unprofitable to any good work, poſſeſſing only the 
empty ceremonies and huſks of their religion, and by the breath, of the 
divine diſpleaſure diſperſed over the face of the earth, afford a ſtriking 

- comment on this verſe, and as ſtriking an admonition to every oppoſer 
of the holy Jeſus. Sce Plal. i. 4. | 


6 With darkneſs cover thou their way, 
and let it flipp'ry prove; | 
And. let the angel of the Lord 
purſue them from above. 
7 For without cauſe have they for me 
their net hid in a pit. 
They alſo have, without a cauſe, 
for my ſoul digged it. | 
- Ver. 6. Deliver us, O Lord, from all blindneſs, but above all, from 
that which is judicial ! 
Ver. 7, & 8. The 2 who crucified Chriſt, leſt “ the Romans 


« ſhould take away their place and nation,” had their place and nation 
taken away by thoſe Romans, for that very reaſon, 


© Let ruin ſeize him unawares, 
| his net he hid withal 
Himſelf let catch; and in the ſame 
deſtruction let him fail. 
9 My ſoul in God ſhall joy, and glad 
in his ſalvat ion be. 
10 And all my bones ſhall ſay, O Lord, 
who is like unto thee, 


Which doſt the poor ſet free from him 
that is for him too ſtrong; 
The poor and needy from the man 
that ſpoils and does him wrong ? 
11 Falſe witneſſes roſe; to my charge 
things I not knew they laid. 
12 They, to the ſpoiling of my ſoul, 
| me ill for good repaid. 15 . 
Ver. 11, & 12, This was never more literally true of David, than 


it was of the holy Jeſus, when, e, before Pontius Pilate, he re- 
ceived no other return from the Jews, for all the gracious Words which 


among 


he had ſpoken, and all the merciful works which he had done 
them, than that of being ſlandered, and put to death. 


| | f 13 But 
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13 But as for me, when they were ſick, 
in fackcloth fad I mourn'd: 
My humbled ſoul did faſt, my pray'r 
into my boſom turn'd. 
14 Myſelf I did behave-as he 
Y had been my friend, or brother : 
L heavily bow'd down, as one 
that mourneth for his mother. 


Ver. 13. If David prayed, faſting in ſackcloth, for Saul and his aſſo } 
eiates, the Son of David, to heal the ſouls of men, put on the veil of 


mortal fleſh, and appeared i in the — and habit af a penitent, faſting 
forty days and forty nights, making continual interceſſion for tranſgreſ- 
fors, and grieving to think that any men, by their obitinacy, ſhould 


| deprive themſelves of the-henefits thereof. 


Ver. 14. He whe ſo paſſionately lamented the natural death of 
Saul, doubtleſs bewailed greatly his ſpiritual death of fin :- and he who 
took a comprehenſive view of the fins and ſorrows of Jeruſalem, woe 
over that wretched city, with the tender affection of a « friend,” 


- - < brother” and a © mother” —Luke xiii, 34. 


5 But in my trouble they xejoic'd, 
gath'ring themſelves together : 
Tea, abjets vile together did 
themſelves againſt me gather; 
I knew it not, they did me tear, 
and quiet would not be. 
16 With mocking hypocrites, at feaſts 
they gnaſh'd their teeth at me. 


Ver. 15. When the bleſſed Jeſus was ſuffering for the ſins of men, 
- he was inſulted by thoſe men for whoſe fins he ſaffered. 


Ver. 16. However this might be true in the caſe of David, it cer- 
tainly had a literal accompliſhment in the ſcoffs and taunts of the chief 


prieſts and others. when Chriſt was hanging on the croſs.—“ Ah, thou 
« that deſtroyeſt the temple, &c. He truſted in Gop, &c. Let him 
« come down from the croſs, &c. &c.” nay, one of the thieves crucified 
with him *© caſt the ſame in his teeth.” Whoſoever conſiders theſe 
things, will not be ſurprized at the expoſtulation in the following verſe: 


17 Howlong, Lord, look'ſt thouon? fromthoſe 
deſtructions they intend. 
Reſcue my ſoul, from lions young 
my darling do defend. 
18 J will give thanks to thee, O Lord, 
within th' aſſembly great : 
And, where much people gath'red are, 


thy praiſes fort! will ſet. 
Ver. 18. This verſe is exactly parallel to Pfal. xii, 25, 


% 
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19 Let not my wrongful enemies 
proudly rejoice o'er me: 
Nor, who me hate without. a cauſe, 
let them wink with the eye. 
20 For peace they do not ſpeak at all; 
but crafty plots prepare 
Againſt all thoſe within the land 
that meek and quiet are. 

Ver. 20. Our Lord did not aim at temporal. ſovereignty over . 
the Jews ; nor did the primitive Chriſtians deſire to intermeddle 
with the politics of the world; yet all were betrayed, mocked, and 
petlocuted. as rebels, and uſurpers, and the peſts of ſociety. 

21 With mouths ſet wide, they 'gainſt me ſaid, | 
Ha, ha, our eye doth ſee. 

22 Lord, thou haſt ſeen, hold not thy peace : 
Lord; be not far from me. 

23 Stir up thyſelf; wake, that thou may . 
judgment to me afford, 

Ev'n to my cauſe, O chou of art 

my only God and Lord. 


24 0 Lord my God, do thou me : judge 
after thy right oufneſs ag 
And let them not their joy gainſt me 
triumphantly expreſs. 
25 Nor let them ſay within their hearts, 
Ah, we would have it thus; 8 
Nor ſuffer them to ſay, that he 
is fwallow'd up by us. 


26 Sham'd and confounded. be they all 
that at my hurt are glad: 
Let thoſe againſt me that do boaſt, 
with ſhame and ſcorn be cla. 
27 Let them that love my right'qus cauſe 
be glad, ſhour, and not ceafe | 
To ſay, The Lord be magnify'd, _ 
who loves his ſervant's peace. 
Ver. 26, The accompliſhment of this prediction. by the reſurre&ion 
of Jeſus, and the deſtruction. of Jeruſalem, is well known, There are 


two events to come, parallel to theſe. two which are palt, iz. the re- 
ſurrection of the faithful, and the deſtruction of the world; when all 


who, likg the Jews, have « rejoiced in the hurt” of Meſliah, and have 
| G magnified 


Ly 
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magnified themſelves * againſt him, will, like the Jews, be covered | | 


with everlaſting © confuſion.” : | 
Ver. 27. See John xvii——As the preceding verſe, (26.) forctold | 
the forrow of the enemies, ſo ver. 27: deſcribes the joy of the friends Tf 
to Mcſliah, upon his victory and exaltatien, which have been, and 
hall continue to be, celebrated by his church, in theſe divine hymns, | 
indited by the Holy Spirit, until the Tongs of time ſhall end in the hal- - 
lelujahs of eternity. = | f 
28 Thy right'ouſneſs ſhall alſo be 
declared by my tongue; : q 
The praiſes that belong to thee | 
ſpeak fhall it all day long. | q 


1 HE wicked man's tranſgreſſion 
_= within my heart thus ſays, 
Undoubtedly the fear of God 

zs not before his eyes. 

2 Becauſe himſelf he flattereth = 

in his own blinded eye, 
Until the hatefulneſs be found 
of his miquity. 


and ©: : 


3 Words from his mouth proceeding are, 
fraud and iniquity : Rey 
He to be wiſe, and to do good, 

hath left off utterly. | 
4 He miſchief, lying on his bed, 
"2 moſt cunningly doth plot, 
. bimſelt in ways not good; 
ill he abhorreth not. 2 


5 Thy mercy, Lord, is in the heav'ns; 
thy truth doth reach the clouds. 
6 Thy juſtice is like. mountains great; 
- thy judgments deep as floods: 
Lord, thou preferyeſt man and beaſt. 
7 How precious is thy grace 
Therefore in ſhadow of thy wings 
mens ſons their truſt ſhall place. 


Ver. 7. The people of God can never enough value and extol the 
* loving kindneſs” of Him, whoſe overſhadowing “ wings“ protect 
and cheriſh them on earth, in order to bear them ſrom thence to hea- 
Ven. See Matz. ili. 37. Deut, axxu II. b tr 
Gale. ; . „ te FO They 
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$ They with the fatneſs of thy houſe 
ſhall be well ſatisfy d: 
From rivers of thy pleaſures thou 
wilt drink to them provide. 
9 Becauſe of life the fountain pure 
remains alone with thee; 
And in that pureſt light of thine 
we clearly light ſhall ſee. : 
Ver. 8. In heaven alone the thirſt of an immortal ſoul after happi- 
neſs can be ſatisfied. There the ſtreams of Eden will flow again. 
They who drink of them ſhall forget their earthly poverty, and re- 
member the miſeries of the world no more. Some drops from the ce- 
leſtial cup are ſufficient, for a time, to make us forget our ſorrows, e- 
ven while we are in the midſt of them. What then may we not ex- 


ect from full draughts of thoſe pleaſures, which are at thy right 
nd, O Lord, for evermore! 


Ver. 9. The rivers before - mentioned flow from a “ fountain,“ 
which fetcheth not ſupplies from without, but whoſe ſpring is within 
itſelf, and therefore can never be exhauſted. The water of life” 
groceeds from ** the throne of God and the Lamb.“ Rev. xxi. x. © This. 

is life eternal, to know thee, the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt 
* whom thou haſt ſent.” John xvii. God, like the ſup, cannot be ſeen, 
but by the light which himſelf emits? * | 

10 Thy loving kindneſs unto th 
continue that thee know ; £ 
And ſtill on men upright. in heart 
thy right'ouſneſs beſtow. _ 
xx Let not the foot of cruel pride 
come, and againſt me ſtand ; 
And let me not removed be, - 
Lord, by the wicked's hand. 
Ver. 11. The Chriſtian has reaſon enough to join with the prophet 


in this petition, whether we ſuppoſe it to deprecate deſtruction from 


proud men and finners, without us, or from pride and fin, within 
Us, | | 


— 


12 There fall'n are they and ruined 
; that work iniquities :, - 
Caſt down they are, and never ſhall 
be able to ariſe. 


Ver. 12. Faith carries us forward to the end of time; it ſhews us 
the Lord ſitting on his throne of judgment ; the righteous caught up 


to meet him in the air; the world in flames under his feet; and the 
empire of ſin fallen, to riſe no more. 


G2 - PSALM 


Wl PSALM” XXV. 
3 I FOR evil-doers fret thou not 
8 thyſelf unquietl n), 

| Nor do thou envy bear to thoſe | 
that work iniquity. 
2 For, even like unto the graſs, 
| ſoon be cut down ſhall they, 


And, like the green and tender herb, 
they wither ſhall away, 


3 Set. thou thy truſt upon the Lord, 
and be thou doing good; 


And ſo thou in the land ſhalt dwell, 
and verily have food. 
4 Delight thyſelf in God; he'll give 
| thine heart's deſire to thee. 
. way to God commit; him truſt, | 
_ x; it bring to paſs ſhall he. | 1 


Ver. 5. This was moſt eminently true of the bleſſed Jeſus, at his 
refurretion, and will be verified in his ſaints, at the laſt day. 


46 And, like unto the light, he ſhall 
thy right' ouſnefs diſplay, 
And he thy judgment hall bring forth 
like noon-tide of the day. 
7 Reſt in the Lord, and patiently 
wait for him: do not fret | 
For him who, proſp'ring in his way, 
= ſucceſs in ſin doth get. 


Ver. 7. The ſpotleſs Lamb of God was dumb, before thoſe who 
were diveſting him of his hdnours, and robbing him of his life. 


8 Do thou from anger ceaſe, and wrath 
ſee thou forſake alfo : 
Fret not thyſelf in any wiſe, 
that evil thou ſhouldſt do. 
9 For thoſe that evil doers are 
ſhall be cut off and fall: 
But thoſe that wait upon the Lord 
the earth inherit ſhall. 
10 For yet a little while, and then 
the wicked ſhall not be: 
His place thou ſhalt conſider well, 
but it thou en not ſee. 


- PSALM XIV. 
11 But, by inheritance, the earth - 
| the meek ones ſhall poſſeſs: 
They alſo ſhall delight themſelves | 
in an abundant peace. 
X Ver. II. See Matt. v. 5. 
12 The wicked plots againſt the juſt, 
and at him whets his teeth. 
13 The Lord ſhall laugh at him, becauſe 
his day he coming ſeeth. + 
14 The wicked have drawn out the ſword, 
and bent their bow, to ſlay 
The poor and needy, and to kill a 
men of an upright way. 


15 But their own ſword, whichthey have drawn, 
{hall enter their own heart, 
Their bows which they have bent ſhall break, 
and into pieces part. 
16 A little that a juſt man hath 
is more, and better far, 
Than is the wealth of many ſuch 
as lewd and wicked are. 


17 For ſinners' arms ſhall broken be: 
but God the juſt ſuſtains. 
18 God knoys the juſt man's days, and ſtil | 
their heritage remains. \ 
19 They ſhall not be aſhan!d, when they 

| the evil time do ſee ; 
And when the days of famine are, 

they ſatisfy'd ſhall be. 


20 But wicked men, and foes of God, 
as fat of lambs decay 
They ſhall conſume : yea, into ſmoke. 
they {hall conſume away. 
21 The wicked borrows, but the ſame 
again he doth not pay : 
| Whereas the right'ous mercy ſhows, 
and gives his own away. 


22 For ſuch as bleſſed be of bim, 
the earth inherit ſhall; 
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PSALM: XXXVIL. 
And they that curſed are, of him 
hall be deftroyed all 
23 A good man's footſteps by the Lord 
are ordered arighljt: 
And in the way wherein he walks 
he greatly doth delight. 
Ver. 22. See Matt. xv. Ro | 
Ver. 23. This was emphatically true of the man Chriſt, whoſe 
ſteps Jexovan eſtabliſhed, and in whoſe way he delighted; who, 
though he fell“ by death, yet was raiſed again by his mighty hand. 


It is true likewife of Chriſtians, whom it ſliould ſupport and comfort, 
in all dangers and temptations. See; for a parallel, Pfal. xci. 


24 Although he fall, yet ſhall he not 
be caſt down utterly; | . 
Becauſe the Lord, with his own hand, 
upholds him mightily. 
25 1 have been young, and now am old; 
pet have | never ſeen | | : 
The juſt man left, nor that his ſeed 
for bread have beggars been. 


26 He's ever merciful, and lends : 
: his ſeed is bleſt therefore. 
27 Depart from evil, and do good: 
and dwell for evermore. 
28 For God loves judgment, and his faints 
leaves not in any caſe. 
They are kept ever; but cut off 
{hall be the ſinner's race. 


29 The. juſt inherit ſhall the land, 
| and ever in it dwell. | 
30 The juſt man's mouth doth wiſdom ſpeak 3 
his tongue doth judgment tell. 

31 In's heart the law is of his God, 

his ſteps flide not away. 

32 'Fhe wicked man doth watch the juſt, 

and ſeeketh him to lay. 

Ver. 30. & 31. The word which is here, as in other places innume- 
rable, trarflated © the righteons,” is in the fingular number, and might 
ert fore be tranflated “ the Righteous One,“ or, the Juſt One,” 
for it is often defigned to point Him out to us, who is emphatica)ly ſo 
ſtyled; whole © mouth” always “ ſpake wiſdom,“ in whofe heart 

nas die law of Cod,“ and whoſe “ ſteps X TE x declined * — 
K | 8, or 


* 
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"PSALM XXIXVIL. - 


Lord, put thy laws into our hearts, that out of the abundance of the 


— 


heart the mouth may ſpeak, and as the mouth ſpeaks, the hands may 


act, and the feet may walk. 


Ver. 32, & 33. The Jews © watched” that © Juſt One,“ daily and 
hourly ; they “ ſought to flay him,“ and did fo; but Jznovar let 
him not in their hands,” but vindicated his innocence, by raiſing hun 


from the dead. * 
33 Yet him the Lord will not for ſake, 
nor leave him in his hands: 
The right'ous will he not condemn 


when he in judgment ſtands: 7 —.— 


34 Wait on the Lord, and keep his way, 
and thee exalt ſhall he, | 
Th? earth to inherit: when cut off 
the wicked thou ſhalt ſee. 


Ver. 34. The Apoſtle, writing to the Hebrew converts, under af. 
fiction and perſecution, thus expreſſeth the ſentiment contained in this 


verſe, Caſt not away your confidence, which hath great recompence 
« of reward. For ye have need of patience, that after ye have done 


« the will of God, ye might receive the promiſe, For yet a little 
« while, and he that ſhall come, will come, and will not tarry.“ | Heb, 


. ZZ» 7 

35 I ſaw the wicked great in pow'r, 
ſpread like a green bay- tree. 

36 He paſt, yea, was not: him IF fought, 

| but found he could not be. 

37 Mark thou the perfect, and behold 

the man of uprightneſs: 
Beeauſe, that ſurely of this man 
the latter end is peace. 


Ver. 35, & 36. See Dan, iv. 10— 14. 


% 


Ver. 37. After taking a view of thoſe ſhort-lived honours, which 


the world ſetteth upon the heads of its moſt favoured votaries, let us 
turn our eyes to“ the Perfect and Upright One;“ let us behold the 
permanent greatneſs and the unfading glory of the TRT or tire, 


which is in the midſt of the paradiſe oi God. 1 * 
38 But thoſe men that tranſgreſſors are 
ſhall be deſtroy'd together; 
The latter end of wicked men 
ſhall be cut off for ever. 
39 But the ſalvation of the juſt 
is from the Lord above ; 1 
He, in the time of their diſtreſss, 
cheir ſtay and ſtrength doth. prove. 
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PSALM XXXVMI. 
Ver. 39. Of thee, O Lord Jeſus, is our ſalvation; be thou our 
h in this mortal life, which is a time of trouble; help us againſt 
our ſpititual enemies, and deliver us from them; deliver us from the 
wicked one, and from all evil; and ſave us from the guilt and punifh« 
ment thereof; becauſe we put,our truſt in thee, and in thee alone. 
40 The Lord ſhall help and them deliver; 
be ſhall them free and ſave | 
From wicked men; becauſe in him 
their confidence they have. 


| PSALM XXXVIII. 
I I thy great indignation, 
O Lord, rebuke me not: 
Nor on me lay thy chaſt'n ing hand 
in thy diſpleaſure hot. 
2 For in me faſt thine arrows ſtick, 
thine hand doth preſs me ſore. i 


3 And in my fleſh there is no health, , 
nor ſoundneſs any more. t 

Ver. 3. If a ſingle ſinner thus complaineth of his grief and pain, 1 
what muſt have been the agony and paſſion of Him who mer eiſully hs 
and lovingly ſubmitted to be made fin for innumerable ſinners !”? kh 


This grief I have, becauſe thy wrath 
is forth againſt me gone; 
And in my bones there is no reſt, 
for fin that I have done. | 
4 Becauſe gone up above mine head 
my great tranſgreſſions be : 
And, as a weighty burden, they 
too heavy are for me. 
Ver. 4. Let us meditate on that deep and tempeſtuous ocean, inte 
which we were the means of plunging the innocent Jeſus. 
My wounds do ſtink, and are corrupt: 
my folly makes it ſo. e 
6 I troubled am, and much bow'd down 
all day I mourning go. 
7 For a diſeaſe that loathſome is 
ſo fills my loins with pain, 
That in my weak and weary fleſh 
; no ſoundneſs doth remain. 
Ver. 5. All the ſores and pains of the body myſtical are lamented a 


by 


| ** 
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PSALM XXVII. 


Him who is the Head of that body, and who felt the the ſad effects 
theſe-corruptions of our nature. in the day of his ſufferings. 

Ver. 7. The * diſeaſe,” or-** inflammation,” gcomplained of, in theſe 
metaphorical terms, ſeems to be the diſtemperature of our fallen na- 
ture, whereby it cometh to paſs, that_* the fleſh luſteth againſt the ſpi- 

. « rit;” forcing us to cry out, O wretched man that I am, who ſhall 
« deliver me from this body of death!“ Happy when we are enabled 
to go on with the Apoſtle, and to“ thank God,” that we are deliver. 
ed, . through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord,” on whom were. * laid aye ini- 


% 


-_ 


« quities of us all.“ | | — 
| 8 So feeble and infirm am I, 
1 | and broken am fo fore . 
That, through diſquiet of my heart, 
I have been made to roar. 
9 O Lord, all that I do deſire 
is {till before thine eye : | 
And of my heart the ſecret groans 
not hidden are from thee. 63+ 7 
Ver. 8. Let us reflect on the ſufferings, the crics, and the tears of 
8 « defires,” and « groans” of the peni | t 8 
to God, add 3 down in his 3 and — 2 comkert 
in thinking that they are ſo; but much more comfort is there in the 
remembrance of thole inconceivable . deſires, and thoſe unutterable 


« groanings,” which the holy Jeſus poured forth for us in the days of 
| kis fleſh, and which prevail for the acceptance of our own, 


10 My heart doth. pant inceſſantly, 
muy ſtrength doth quite decay: 
As for mine eyes, their wonted light 
is from me gone awayx. 
11 My lovers and my friends do ſtand 
at diſtance from my ſore: | 
And thoſe do ſtand aloof that were 
kinſmen, and kind before. | 
Ver. 11. Let us not be ſurprized, or offended at this, when we ſec 
the righteous Jeſus, at his paſſion, deſtitute and forſaken by all. 
12 Yea, they that ſeek my life lay ſnares: 
who ſeek to do me wrong 
Speak things miſchievous, and deceits 
imagine all day long. 
13 But as one deaf, that heareth not, 


1 * 
2 


I ſuffer'd all to paſs : . 
I as a dumb man did become, . 
whoſe mouth not op'ned was. 


Ver. 12; 
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L M XXV. 8 


Ver t nnd 13. Theſe verſes deſcribe and . 
tation the behaviour of David, and al a greater than d * un- 


der perſe cution. } 
14 As one chat hears not: in whoſe mouth 75555 
are no reproofs at alk -:- -- 
15 For, Lord, I hope in thee : my God, 
| thou'lt hear me when I call. 
16 For I ſaid, Hear me, leſt they ſhould 
reJOice o'er: me with pride: 
And o'er me magnify 9 8 
when as my foot doth ſlide. 


Ver. 16. Beſides the ſtings of conſcience, temporal puniſhments, and 
the danger of eternal tormente, good men. ſhould, ever have before 
their eyes the diſhonour which is brought on the name of God, and 


ine ſtop which is put to the progreſs of his goigel, by the * of any 
eminently righteous and holy perſon into ſin. 


17 For I am near to halt, my grief 
alis ſtill before mine exe. E 
18 For I'll declare my ſin; and grievs M1 
wen for mine iniquity. 8 
19 But yet mine en mies lively are, e 
and ſtrong are they beſide; 
And they that hate me wrongfully 
are greatly multiply d. 
Ver. 17, & 18. The ſureſt way to have our wenkneſ ſrrepgthened, 
and our fin forgiven, is to acknowledge and confeſs both; and this we 


need not be aſhamed to do, when we conſider, that he who is the Lord 


ftrong and mighty, took our infirmities ; and the King of righteouſneſs 
bare our fins, in his own body, on the tree. 


20 And they, for good that render ill, 

as en'mies,. me withſtood : 
Yea, ev'n for this, becauſe that I 

do follow what is good. _ 

21 F orfake me not, O Lord: my God, 
far from me never be. 

22 © Lord, thou my ſalvation art, 
baſte to give help to me. 


Ver. 20. The reſult of all is this, that ſalvation cometh of God only» 


and is to be implored in the following verſes, (21, & 22. ) which con- 
clude the pſalm. 


* 
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PSAL 1 XXXIX 
1 J SAID, I will look to my ways, 
left with my tongue I fin: In 


— 
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FPSALM XXXIX. 
In ſight of wicked men, my mouth 
with bridle III keep in. | 
2 With ſilence I as dumb became, 
1 did myſelf reſtrain - | 
From ſpeaking good; but then the wore 
increaſed was my pain. 
Ver- 1. Let us behold the Lamb of God, as our great pattern and 


example herein. 
Ver. 2. There is a time to keep filence, becauſe there are men whe 


* 
— 


will not hear; there are tempers, ſavage and ſenſual, as thoſe of ſwine, 
before whom, evangelical pearls, or the treaſures of. heavenly wiſdom, 


2re not to be caſt. This conſideration ſtirreth up freſh grief and trouble, 
in a pious and charitable heart. How much more muſt it have done ſ. 


in the ſoul of I a lived and. died "uy for the n of lin- 


Mers. 


3 My keen within me wine hot; 
and, while J muſing was, 
Tne fire did burn: and from my tongue 
thefe words 1 did let paſs : 
4 Mine end and meaſure of my days, 
O Lord, unto me ſhow,” | 
What 1s the-ſame, that I thereby 
my frailty well may know. 
5 Lo, thou my days an . 
mine age is in thine eye 
As nothing: ſure each man at beſt 
is wholly vanity. ; 
6 Sure each man walks in a vain ſhow : - 
| they vex themſelves in vain : 
He heaps up wealth, and. doth not know 
to whom it ſhall pertain. 


7 And now, O Lord, what wait I for? 
my hope is fix'd-on thee. 
8 Free me from all my treſpaſſes, 
| the fool's ſcorn make not me. 

9 Dumb-was I, op'ning not my mouth; 
becauſe this work was thine. 5 
10 Thy ſtroke take from me: by the blow 
| of thine hand I do- pine. : 


Ver. 10. Father, ſaith the beloved Son oſ God, if thoube will- 
og, 1 remove this cup from me.“ Luke ii. 


11 When 
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PSALM XXXIX. 
11 When with rebukes thou doſt correct 
man for iniquity, rr 
Thou waſtes his beauty like a moth : 
ſure each man's vanitʒ. 
12 Attend my cry, Lord, at my tears 
: and pray'rs not filent bm | 
I ſojourn as my fathers all, 5 
| and ſtranger am with thee. 2 
Ver. 12. Meditation ſhould terminate in devotion ; and teach us to 
addreſs the throne of grace, as poor pilgrims in à ſtrange land, who 
have here no abiding city, but are ſoon to ſtrike our tents, and be gone 
for ever. Such was David, though king of Iſrael; and ſuch was the 
San of David, in the body of his fleſh, though Lord of all. | 
13 O ſpare thou me, that I my ſtrength 
recover may again, Jp 
Before from hence I do depart, 
and here no more remain. 


PSALM XL. © 
1 J Waited for the Lord my God; 
* and patiently did bear; 
At length to me he did incline 
my voice and cry to hear. 
2 He took me from a fearful pit, 
and from the miry clay, 
And on a rock he ſet my feet, | 
eſtabliſhing my way. 5 | 
Ver. 1. In this verſe we hear the voice of the meek Lamb of God, 
who, though never ſorrow was like unto his ſorrow, © waited patiently,” 
till the time appointed by the Father came, when that ſorrow ſhould 
be turned into joy. 5 5 
Ver. 2. Let Chriſtians rejoice in the deliverance of Chriſt, as a 
pledge and earneſt of their own reſcue from the troubles and tempta- 
tions of life ;'from the power of death and the grave ; from the © horri- 
< ble pit, and the miry clay; when they ſhall be exalted on « the 
Rock of their ſalvation, and their © goings” ſhall be © eſtabliſhed? 
Cor ever. 1 25 F 
3 He put a new ſong in my mouth, 
our God to magnify: 
Many ſhall ſee it, and ſhall fear, 
| and on the Lord rely. 
4 O bleſſed is the man whoſe truſt 
upon the Lord relies; | 
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| PSALM XI. 
| Reſpectin g not the proud, nor ſuch 


as turn aſide to lies. 


Ver. 3. Every new deliverance requires © a new ſong.” Chriſtians 
ſing their wonderful redemption, from fin and death, in theſe holy 


hymns, which God, by his Spirit, hath put into their mouths, and 


which, by their application to matters evangelical, are become „new“ 
ſongs, ſetting forth the praiſe and glory of God, through Jcſus Chriſt, 
5 O Lord my God, full many are 
the wonders thou haſt done; 
Thy gracious thoughts to us-ward far 
above all thoughts are gone : 
In order none can reckon them 
to thee : if them declare, | 
And ſp:ak of them I would, they more 
than can be numb'red are. 


Ver. 5. The counſels and works of the ever-blefſed Trinity, plan- 
ned and executed for the bencfit of man, in his creation and preſer va- 
tion, his redemption and ſanctification, in order to his reſurrection 
and glorification, through Chriſt, already rifen and glorified, are ſub- 
jets which can never be exbauſted, by the intellectual powers of men 
or angels; but will, to both, afford matter of inceſſant meditation, and 


6 No ſacrifice nor offering 
didſt thou at all defire, 

Mine ears thou bor'd : ſin-of ring thou 

and burnt didſt not require. 

7 Then to the Lord theſe were my words, 
I come, behold and ſe, 
Within the volume of thy book 
it written is of me: | 

Ver. 6, & 7. Theſe words, as the Apoſtle informeth us, Heb. x. 5; 


-are ſpoken by Chriſt, in his own perſon. 


8 To do'thy will J take delight, 
| O thou my God that art: 
Yea, that moſt holy law of thine 
[ have within my heart. 
9 Within the congregation' great 
I right'ouſneſs did preach : 
Lo, thou doſt know, O Lord, that I 
refrained not my ſpeech. 


Ver. 9, & 10. As the preceding verſes deſcribed the prieſtly office 
of our Lord; in the execution of which he offered himſelf, and his 
all- petfect obedience, for us; ſo, 1 the paſſage now beſore us, he de- 
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1 
PSALM XI. 5 
clares himſelf to have acted up to the prophetical part of his character. 
by “ preaching” the doctrines of truth, righteouſneſs, and ſalvation, to 
the people, without concealing aught, through negligence, fear, or fa- 
vour. s 
10 I never did within my heart 
conceal thy right'ouſneſs: 
I thy ſalvation have declar'd, 
and ſhown thy faithfulneſs : 
Thy kindneſs, which moſt loving is, 
concealed have not I, 
: Nor from-the congregation great 
have hid thy verity. 


* x1 Thy tender mercies, Lord, from me 


O do thou not reſtrain : | 
Thy loving-kindneſs, and thy truth, 
let them me ſtill maintain, 
12 For ills paſt reck'ning compaſs me, 
and mine iniquities | 
Such hold upon me taken have, 
J cannot lift mine eyes: 


Ver. IT. 'The beloved Son of God prayed for the continuation of 
that mercy, and the accompliſhment of thoſe gracious promiſes, to his 
body, the church, which made the ſubjects of his heavenly diſcourſes, 
in the days of his fleſh. See John xvii. | 

Ver. 12. If theſe words, as well as the foregoing, are ſuppoſed to 
be ſpoken by our Lord, (and indeed there doth not appear to be an 
change of perſon) they muſt be uttered by him, conſidering himſelf 
(for fo the primitive writers ſuppoſe bim, in the 33 frequently to 
conſider himſelf) as ſtill ſuffering in his body myſtical; and lamenting, 
as head, both the tranſgreſſions and the afflictions of the members, ac- 
compliſhing their warfare in the world. This much, at leaſt, we know, 
that, after Nis aſcenſion, when the members were perſecuted on earth, 
the head complained from heaven, as ſenſible of the pain. Saul, 
« Saul, why perſecuteſt thou uE?“ Some critics think the word ** ini- 
* quities,” in the text, may be tranſlated “ my puniſhment ;”? but © all 
« puniſhments, Properly ſpeaking, preſuppoſe ſin. Therefore, to under- 
« ſtand this of Chriſt, it muſt be interpreted of imputed fins, or puniſn - 
© ments for them.“ 


They more than hairs are on my head, 
| thence is my heart diſmay'd. 
13 Be pleaſed, Lord, to reſcue me : 
| Lord, haſten to mine aid. | 
14 Sham'd and confounded be they all 
that ſeek my ſoul to kill: | 
| | Yea, 


— 
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„AL. 
Yea, let them backward driven be, 
and ſham'd, that wiſh me ill. 
Ver. 14. The ſhame, confuſion, and deſolation, to be brought on 
the Jews by the reſurrection, exaltation, and power of him, whoſe 
2 they thirſted after, and whom they mocked and inſulted, when 
in his laſt agonies on the croſs, are here fore told; and the prophecy 
hath hecu punRually fulfilled. 5 
15 For a reward of this their ſhame, 
confounded let them be, 
That in this manner ſcoffing ſay, 
Aha, aha, to me. 
16 In thee let all be glad and joy, 
who ſeeking thee abide : | 
Who thy falvation love, ſay ſtill, 
The Lord be magnity'd. 


Ver. 16. As the laſt verſes” predicted the calamities, which ſhould 
befall the enemies of Meſſiah, this deſcribeth the unfeigned joy and 
gladneſs, ſpringing up in the hearts of ſuch as love the ſalvation of 
— and evermore magnify his holy name, for the bleſſings of re- 

emption, © eating their meat,“ as the firſt Chriſtians art ſaid to have 
_ « with gladneſs, and finglenefs of heart, praiſing God.“ Acts ii. 
49. . 


17 Tm poor and needy, yet the Lord 
of me a care doth take: 
Thou art my help and Saviour, 
my God, no tarrying make. 
Ver. 17. The church of * like her Redeemer. is often poor and 
afflicted in this world, but Jenovan thinketh upon her, and is ſolici- 
tous for her Support ; ſhe is weak and defenceleſs, but Jenovan is her 
help and her deliverer. With ſuch a Father, and ſuch a Friend, po- 
verty becometh rich, and weakneſs itſelf is ſtrong. In the mean time, 
let us remember, that he who-once came in great humility, ſhall come 


again in glorious majeſty. « Make no tarrying, O our God; but 
Come, Lord Jeſus; come quickly.“ 


PSALM XII. 
1 NLESSED is he that wiſely doth 
the poor man's caſe conlider 
For when the time of trouble is, 
the Lord will him deliver. | 
2 God will him keep, yea, fave alive, 
on earth he bleſt thall live; 
And to his enemies defire 
thou wilt him not up give. 


H 2 | Ver. 1. 


— 


PSALM XIL 

Ver. 1. As Chriſt conſidered us, in our ſtate of poverty, ſo ought 
we moſt attentively to conſider him in his; to conſider what he ſoffe r- 
ed in his own perſon ; to diſcern him ſuffering in his poor afflicted 
members; and to extend to them the mercy which he extended to-us, 
He who was © bleſſed” of Jenovan, and © delivered in the evil day,” 
by a glorious reſurrection, will 4 bleſs” and “ deliver,” in like warner, 
fuch as, for his ſake, love and relieve their brethren. The compaſſion- 
ate and charitable diſciple of the holy Jeſus is often wonderfully “pre- 
* ſerved,” and rendered proſperous, even in this world; but his greateſt 
comfort is, that, like his Maſter, he ſhall one day be revived,” to 
inherit the © bleſſing,” in a better country, where no. © enemy” can 
approach, to hurt or moleſt him. | 


3 God will give ſtrength, when he on bed 
of languithing doth mourn; 
And in his. ſickneſs fore, O Lord, 
thou all his bed wilt turn. | 
4 I faid, O Lord, do thou extend 
thy mercy unto me : 
O do thou heal my ſoul, for why? 
I have offended thee. 


5 Thoſe that to me are enemies 
of me do evil ſay; © © : 
When ſhall he die, that ſo his name 
may periſh quite away? 
6 To fee me if he comes, he ſpeaks +. 
vain words; but then his heart 
Heaps miſchief to-it, which he tells 
when forth he doth depart. ' 


Ver. 5. Here we may RNASE: conficer the poor and lowly Je- 


ſas, in the day of bis humiliation, when he was daily and hourly calum- 


niated by bis adverſaries. | ; 
Ver. 6 Thus the enemies of Chriſt © ſent out ſpies, who ſhould feign 
*« themſelves juſt men, that they might take hold of his words, that ſo 
© they might deliver him unto the power and authority of the gover- 
„nor.“ Luke xx. Thus Judas fat down at the laſt ſupper, all the while 
meditating the deſtruction of his Maſter, 
- My haters jointly whiſpering, 
7 * JOnry Pering 
*gainſt me my hurt deviſe. 
8 Miſchief, ſay they, cleaves faſt to him; 
he ly'eth, and ſhall not riſe. 
9 Yea, ev'n mine own familiar friend, 
on whom I did rely, 
Who ate my bread, ev'n he his heel 
againſt me lifted high. 


FP, 


| PSALM XIL 

Ver. 7, & 8. Theſe words may put us in mind of the whiſpers of 
the Phariſees, the counſels of the Sanhedrim, and their taunts and ſcoffs 
at the bleſſed Jeſus, when on the croſs numbered with the tranſgreſ- 
« fſors, nor ever expected to * ariſe” again ſrom the dead. 

Ver. 9. I ſpeak not of you all,” ſaith our Lord to his diſciples; 
« [| know whom I have choſen; but that the ſcripture may be fulfilled, - 
« He that eateth bread with me, hath liſt up his heel againſt me.” 


John xiii. 
10 But, Lord, be merciful to me, 
and up again me raiſe, 
That I may juſtly them requite 
according- to their ways. 
11 By this I know that-certainly 
I favour'd am by thee, 
Becauſe my hateful enemy 
triumphs not over me. 
ver. 10. Chriſt prayed to his Father for the accompliſhment of the 
1 PRE reſurrection, and foretold the righteous judgment that would 
e executed on his enemies, after their rejection of the gracious offers 
made them by the Apoſtles, in his name. 
| 12 But as for me, thou me uphold'ſt 
in mine integrity : 
And me before thy countenance 
thou ſett'ſt continwally. 
13 The Lord, the God of Iſrael, 
be bleſt for ever then, 
From age to age eternally, 
Amen, yea, and amen, 


P'S AL MAE 
1 J IKE as the hart for water-brooks 
— 1n thirſt doth pant and bray, 
So pants my longing ſoul, O God, 
that come to thee I may. 
2 My ſoul for God, the living God, 
doth thirſt : when ſhall I near 
Unto thy countenance approach, 
and in God's fight appear ? 


Ver. 1. © Bleſſed are they that thirſt after righteoufnck, ſor they 
mall be filled.“ Matt. v. ; 
Ver. 2. When the believer conſiders what it is to © appear before 
« God;” to behold the glorious face of Jeſus; to contemplate a beauty 
which never fadeth ; to be enriched by a beneficence which can never 
be exhauſted, and bleſſed in a love unmerited and infinite; he will find 
| H 3 abuadant 


PSALM XLII. 
abundant reaſon to ſay, again and again, My ſoul thirſteth after 
„ God;” why is the time of my baniſhment N when ſhall 


the days of my pilgrimage have an end?) when I come aud ap- 
« pear before God?“ | Sh f 


3 My tears have unto me been meat 
both in the night and day, 
While unto me continually, 
Where is thy God? they ſay. 
4 My ſoul is poured out in me 
when this I think upon; 
Becauſe that with the multitude 
I heretofore had gone; 


With them into God's houſe I went, 
with voice of joy and praiſe ; 
Yea, with the multitude that kept 
the ſolemn holy days. 
5 O why art thon caſt down, my ſoul, 
why in me ſo diſmay'd; _ 
Truſt God, for I ſhall praiſe him yet, 
his count'nance is mine aid. 


: 6 My God, my ſoul's caſt down in me 
thee therefore mind. I will, 
From Jordan's land, the Hermonites, 
| | and ev'n from Mizar hill. 
7 At the noiſe of thy water ſponts, 
| deep nnto deep doth call; 
ll : Thy breaking waves paſs over me, 
wil yea, and thy billows all. 


$ His loving kindneſs yet the Lord 
command will in the day, 
His ſongs with me by night: to God, 
by whom I live, I'll pray, 
9 And I will fay to God my rock, 
Why me forgett'ſt thou ſo? 
Why, for my foes oppreſſion, 
thus mourning do | go? 
Vet. 8, The prophet returneth to his reſt and confidence in the 
mercy of God: determining, not only to give him thanks in the day of 


proſperity, but, as Paul and Silas aſterwards did, to ing bis praiſes at 
miduight, in adverſity and affliction. 


— 


10 'Ti⸗ 


PSALM XIII. 


19 Pis as a ſword within my bones, 
when my foes me upbraid : ; 
Ev'n when by them, Where is thy God ? 
tis daily to me ſaid. 
11 O why art thou caſt down, my ſoul? ' 
why, thus with grief oppreſt, 
Art thou diſquieted in me ? 
in God ſtill hope and reſt : 


For yet I know I ſhall him praiſe, 
who graciouſly to me 

The health is of my countenance, 
yea, mine own God is he. 


PSALM XLIII. 
1 TJUDGE me, O God, and plead my caufe 
againſt th' ungodly nation; 
From the unjuſt and crafty man 
O be thou my falvation. 
» 2 For thou the God art of my ftrength ; 
why thruſts thou me thee fro ? 
For th* enemies oppreſſion 
why do I mourning go ? 

Ver. 1. The Son of David may be tuppoſed to make the fame ap- 
pral againſt the ſame nation, for their ſar more cruel, treacherous, and 
iniquitous uſage of him, their King and their God. 0 

3 O ſend thy light forth, and thy truth; 
let them be guides to me, | 
And bring me to thine holy hill, 
ev'n where thy dwelhngs be. 
4 Then will I to God's altar go, 
to God my chiefeſt joy : | 
Yea, God, my God, thy name to praife 
my harp I will employ. 

Ver. 3. The chief defire of the Chriſtian is to be ſaved from fin, 
as well as ſorrow ; to be inſtructed in the way of righteouſneſs, by 
the © light” of heavenly wiſdom ſhining in the face of Jeſus Chriſt; 
to ſee the accompliſhment of the promiſes, in him who is the 
truth; and to be © led,“ by this light and this truth, from the land 
of his pilgrimage, to the“ holy hill,” and the manſions” of the juſt, 
in the new Jeruſalem, 1 


5 Why art thou then caſt down, my foul ? 
what ſhould diſcourage thee ? | 


And 


* 


— 


PSALM XILIV. 
And why with vexing thoughts art thou 
diſquieted in me? 1 
Still truſt in God, for him to praiſe 
good cauſe I yet ſhall have? 
He of my count'nance is the health, 
my God that doth me ſave. .- 


PSALM XLIV. 
I O God, we with our ears have heard, 
our fathers have us told, 
What works thou in their days hadſt done, 
| ev'n in the days of old, 
| 2 Thy hand did drive the heathen out, 
3 and plant them in their place; 
Thou didſt afflict the nations, 
but them thou didſt increaſe. 


Ver. 1. The works wrought of old, by the arm of Tenovan, for the 
ſalvation of his people, are recorded by the Spirit in the ſcriptures of 
truth, that «© through patience and comfort of thoſe ſcriptures,” as the 
Apoſtle expreſſes it, the church and people of God, whenſocver op- 
preſſed and afflicted, in any age or country, “ may have hope,” that 
the ſame God will exert the ſame power in their behalf. 

3 For neither got their ſword the land, 

nor did their arm them fave : 
But thy right hand, arm, countenance ; 
for thou them favour gave. 

4 Thou art my King: for Jacob, Lord, 
deliv'rances command. | 

5 Through thee we ſhall puſh down our foes 

that do againit us ſtand: _ 

Ver. 4. In theſe words, Chriſt's church furs up her argument; as 
rf ſhe had ſaid, O thou, who, going forth before thy people, haſt fo 
often and ſo wonderfully wrought ſalvation of old time, Iſtill acknow- 

"ledge thee as my King, able and willing to fave : O manifeſt yet again 
thy power; yet again let me experience thy mercy, Behold all things 


are at thy command; all events are at thy 1 O gracivus Savi- 
our, let all work together for geod, to her whom thou loveſt! 


We thro' thy name ſball tread down thoſe 
that ris'n againſt us have. | 
6 For in my bow I ſhall not truſt, 
nor ſhall my ſword me fave. 
7 But from our foes thou haſt us ſav'd, 
our haters put to ſhame. 


— 


— . OO Go. 
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PSALM XIIV. 
8 In God we all the day do boaſt ; 8 
and ever praiſe thy name. 


1 
9 But now we are caſt off by thee, 
and us thou putt't to ſhame : 
And when our armies do go forth, 
thou go'ſt not with the ſame. 
10 Thou mak'ſt us from the enemy, 
__ faint-hearted, to turn back: 
And they who hate us, for themſelves 
our ſpoils away do take. 


11 Like ſheep for meat thou gaveſt us: 
'mong heathen. caſt we be. 

12 Thou didſt for nought thy people ſell, 
their price enrich'd not thee. 

13 Thou mał'ſt us a reproach to be 
unto our neighbours near, 

Deriſion and a ſcorn to them 
that round about us are. 


14 A by-word alſo thou doſt us 85 
among the heathen make: | 
The people, in contempt and ſpite, 
at us their heads do ſhake. 
15 Before me my confuſion 
continually abides; | 
And of my baſhful countenance 
the ſhame me ever hides : 


16 For voice of him that doth reproach, «+ 
and ſpeaketh blaſphemy ; 
By reaſon of th' avenging foe, 
and cruel enemy. 
17 All this is come on us; yet we 
have not forgotten thee, 
Nor falſely in thy covenant 
+ behav'd ourſelves have we. 


18 Back from thy way our heart not turn'd, 

our ſteps no ſtraying made: 

19 Though us thou brak'ſt in dragons place, 
and cov'red'ſt with death's ſhade, 


» f £ 20 If 


— 


PSALM. XIIV. 


20 If we God's name forgot, or ſtretch d , 
to a ſtrange god our hands : 

21 Shall not God ſearch this out? for he 
hearts ſecrets underſtands. - 


22 Yea, for thy ſake, we're kill'd all day, 
counted as ſlaughter ſheep. 

23 Riſe, Lord, caſt us not ever off; 

awake, why doſt thou fleep ? 

24 O wherefore hideſt thou thy face, 
forgett'ſt our cafe diſtreſt, 

25 And our oppreſſion ? For our ſoul 
is to the duſt down preſt. 


Ver. 22. The apoſtle Paul, Rom, viii.- 36. cites this verſe, referring, 
no doubt, to the perſecutions then beginning to- be raiſcd againſt the 
Chriſtians. NE ry * 

Ver. 23, & 24. There is a time, when the triumphs of the ad verſa- 
ry, and the afflictions of Chriſt's church, tempt men to think, that the 


eye of Providence is -clofed, or turned away, and that the Almighty 2 
hath ceaſed to remember their ſad eſtate. But the truth is, that God 70 
only giveth his people an opportunity of feeling their own inſufficien- ac 
cy; and waiteth, till, by fervent and importunate prayer, they ſolicit R 
his help. For ſo the holy Jeſus ſlept, while the ſhip was covered with "i 


the waves; until, awakened by the cries of his diſciples, he- aroſe to 
their aſſiſtance, and ſpoke the tempeſt into a perfect . | 
Our belly alſo on the earth 
faſt cleaving hold doth take. 
26 Riſe for our help, and us redeem, 
even for thy mercy's ſake. 


PSALM ALY. 
y M* heart brings forth a goodly thing; 
my words that I indite | 
Concern the King : my tongue's a pen 
of one that ſwift doth write. 
2 Thou fairer art than ſons of men: 
into thy lips is ſtore | 
Of grace infus'd : God therefore thee 
| hath bleſt for evermore. 


Ver 2. He breaks out in extatic admiration of the ſecond Adam, ſs 
different from all the deſcendants of the firſt? Compounded of a ſoul 4 
far above all created, ſpirits, and a body pure and perfect, and now i. 8. 

brighter than the meridian ſun; being inveſted with the unutterable 

effulgence of the Divine Nature. Next to the ſpiritual beauty of Meſ- 
ſiah, the prophet is aſtoniſhed (as thoſe who heard him ſpeak, pon 
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pSALM XLV. 


| days of his fleſh, afterwards were) at * the gracious words which pro- 


& ceeded out of his mouth, Luke iv. 22. through the grace poured in- 
* to his lips.“ Such honey and milk were under his tongue, ſo de- 
lizhtful and ſalutary was his doctrine, that even his enemies found 
themſelves obliged to confeſs, © never man ſpake like this man,” John 
vii. 46. His word inſtructed the ignorant, refolved the doubtful, com- 
forted the mourners, reclaimed the wicked, filenced his adverſaries, 
healed diſeaſes, controlled the elements, and raiſed the dead. "Theres 


fore hath the Father loved, and exalted, and bleſſed him for ever- 
more. | 


3 O thou that art the mighty One, 
thy ſword gird on thy thigh : 
Ev'n with thy glory excellent, 
and with thy majeſty. 
4 For meckneſs, truth, and right*ouſneſs 
in ſtate ride proſp'rouſly: 
And thy right hand ſhall thee inſtruct 
in things that fearful be. 
Ver. 3. The “ ſword” of Meſſiah is hie Word, which, in the lan- 
guage of Paul, is faid to be“ quick, and powerful, and ſharper than a- 


* ny two-edged ſword;“ and is repreſented by John, as “ a ſharp two- 
« edged ſword,” coming out of the © mouth” of Chriſt. Heb. iv. 12. 


Rev. i. 16. With this weapon he prevailed, and thereby made his 


glory and majeſty” to be known throughout the world. 


5 Thine arrows ſharply pierce the heart 
of the en'mies of the King; 
And under thy ſubjection 
the people down do bring. 
6 For ever and for ever is, | 
O God, thy throne of might: 
'The ſceptre of thy kingdom is 
a ſceptre that is right. 


7 Thou loveſt right, and hateſt ill; 
for God, thy God moſt high, 
Above thy fellows hath, with th' oil 
of joy, anointed thee. 
8 Of aloes, myrrh, and caſſia, 
a ſmell thy garmenis had 
Out of the iv'ry palaces, 
whereby they made thee glad. 
7. See the application of theſe two laſt verſes to Chriſt, Heb, 


9 Among thy women honourable, 
kings daughters were at hand 


Ver, 


Upon 


r 
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PSALM III 
Upon thy right hand did the queen 
in gold of Ophir ſtand. 78 
10 O daughter, hearken and regard, 
and do thine ear incline; 
Likewiſe forget thy father's houſe, 


and people that are thine. 


11 Then of the King defir'd ſhall be 
tmp beauty veh'mently: 
- Becauſe he is thy Lord, do thou 
him worſhip rev'rently. | 
12 The daughter there of Tyre ſhall be 
with gifts and off rings great ; 
Thoſe of the people that are rich 
thy favour ſhall intreat. 


13 Bebold the daughter of the King 
all glorious is within; - 
And with embroideries of gold 
her garments wrought have been. 
14 She ſhall be brought unto the King 
in robes with needle wrought; 
Her fellow-virgins following 
| ſhall unto thee be brought: 


Ver. 13. Chriſt's church, in different reſpeQs, is ſometimes called 
the ſpouſe, ſometimes the ſiſter, and often, as here, the * daughter” 
of the heavenly King; the connection, farmed between them, mniting 
in itſelf every relation, and every affection. Her beauty, ſo greatly 


deſired and delighted in by Meſſiah, is ſpiritual; it is the beauty of 


holineſs; and her cloathing is © the righteouſneſs of ſaints.” Rev. 
ix. 8, | | 


15 They ſhall be brought with gladneſs great, 
and mirth on ev'ry fide,. | 
Into the palace of the King, 
and there they ſhall abide. 
I6 Inſtead of thoſe thy fathers dear, 
thy children thou may'ſt take, 
And in all places of the earth, 
them noble princes make. 
Ver. 15. The ſolemnization of this-marriage between Chriſt and 
his church produceth a jubilee upon earth, and cauſeth the ſtreets of 
the heavenly Jeruſalem to reſound with hallelujahs. For this the an- 


gels tune their golden harps, while prophets, apoſtles, martyrs, and 
Caints fill up the univerſal chorus of © Bleſſing, and konour, and glory, 
a : as p an 
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PSALM XLV. 
* and power be-unto Him that fitteth upon the throne, and. unto the 


Lamb, for ever and ever.” . | 
Ver. 16, In this verſe the prophet foretelleth the fruit that ſhould 


ſpring from the glorious nuptials which he hath been celebrating. He 
aſſureth the ſpouſe, that inſtead of her earthly Kindred, whether Jew- 


_ Hh, or Pagan, which fae was to leave for Chriſt, ſhould ariſe an illuſ- 


trious and royal progeny of believers, who ſhould be kings and prieſts 
to God. a 
17 Thy name remember'd I will make 
through ages all to be : | 
The people therefore evermore 


ſhall praiſes give to thee. 


Second Penſion. 


I Y heart inditing is 
good matter in a ſong z 
I ſpeak the things that I have made; 
© - Which to the King belong; 
My tongue fhall be as quick, 
his honout to indite, 
As is the pen of any ſcribe 
that uſeth faſt to write. 


2 Thovu'rt faireſt of all men, 
grace in thy lips doth flow : 
And therefore bleſſings evermore 
on thee doth God beftow. 
3 Thy ſword gird on thy thigh, 
_ _.. thou that art moſt of might: 
Appear in dreadful majeſty, 
and in thy glory bright. 


4 For meekneſs, truth, and right, 
ride proſp'rouſly in ſtatez - 
And thy right hand ſhall teach to thee 
things terrible and great. 
5 Thy ſhafts ſhall pierce their hearts 
that foes are to the King; 
Whereby into ſubjection 
the people thou ſhalt bring. 


6 Thy royal ſeat, O Lord, 
for ever ſhall remain: 


* The 


PSALM XIV. 
The ſceptre of thy kingdom doth 
all right'ouſneſs maintain. 
7 Thou lov'ſt right and hat'ſt ill: 
for God, thy God moſt high, 
Above thy fellows hath with th' oil 
of joy anointed the. 


8 Of myrrh and ſpices ſweet 
a ſmell thy garments had 

Out of thy iv'ry palaces, _ 
whereby they made thee glad: 

9 And in thy glori'ous train 
kings daughters waiting ſtand: 
And thy fair queen, in Ophir gold, 

doth ſtand at thy right hand. 


50 O daughter, take good heed, 
incline, and give good ear: 
Thou muſt forget thy kindred all, 
: and father's houſe moſt dear. 
11 T hy beauty to the King 
 _ ſhall then delightful be: 
And do thou humbly worſhip him, 
becauſe thy Lord is he. 


x2 The daughter then of 'Tyre 
there with a gift ſhall be, 
And all the wealthy of the land 
ſhall make their ſuit to thee. 
33 The daughter of the King 
all glori'ous is within; 


And with embroideries of gold 


her garments wrought have been. 


14 She cometh to the King 
in robes with needle wrought 
The virgins that do follow her 
ſhall unto thee be brought. 
1 5 They ſhall be brought with joy, 
and mirth on every ſide, 
Into the palace of the King, 
and there they ſhall abide, 


16 And, 


PSALM: XIV. 


16 And, ia thy fathers? ſtead, 
thy children thou may'ſt take, 
And in all places of the earth 
them noble princes make. 
17 I will ſhew forth thy name | 
to generations all: 2 


ſe Therefore the people evermore 


to thee give praiſes ſhall, 


; PSALM XLVI. 
I OD is our refuge and our Rrength, 
in ſtraits a preſent aid. 
2 Therefore, although the earth remove, 
we will not be afraid : | - 
Though hills amidſt the ſea be caſt. 
Though waters roaring make, 
And troubled be : yea, though the hills, 
by ſwelling ſeas, do ſhake. 
Ver. 2, & 3. At that laſt, great, and terrible day, when ſea ard land 


are to be confounded, and every mountain and hill removed for ever; 
when there is to be * diſtreſs of-nations, with perplexity, the ſca and 
* the waves roaring ;”* even then, the righteous ſhall have no cauſe to 


. « fear,” but rather to © lift up their heads,” with joy and triumph, 


becauſe then it is, that their © redemption draweth nigh.” Let us ſet 
that day before us, and try ourſelves by that teſt. 


4 A river is, whoſe ſtreams do glad 
the city of our God : 
The holy place, wherein the Lord 
| moſt high hath his abode. 
5 God in the midſt of her doth dwell, 
nothing ſhall her remove : 
The Lord to her an helper will, 
and that right early, prove. 


6 The heathen rag'd tumultu'ouſſy, 
the Kingdoms moved were ; 2 
The Lord God uttered his voice, 
the earth did melt for fear. 
7 The Lord of hoſts upon our fide 
doth conſtantly remain; 
The God of Jacob's our reg, 
us ſafely to maintain, 


= 12 Ver. 7. 


PSALM XI VI. 


ö ver. 5. To the. Lox Þ of hoſts” all creatures in Heaven and earth 
ere ſubject; in © the God of Jacob,” his church acknowledges the Sa- 
viour of his choſen. If this perſon be TMMANUE , Gop WIT EA 
ves, of whom can we be afraid. 
8 Come, and behold what wondrous works 
bare by the Lord been wrought : 
Come, ſee what deſolations 
hie on the earth hath brought. 
9 Unto the ends of all the earth 
wars into peace he turns 
The bow he breaks, the ſpear he cuts, 
in fire the chariot burns. 


Ver. 8. & 9. Theſe words may mind us of the glorious victories of 
our Lord, partly gained already, and partly to be gained hereafter, in 
order to the final eſtabliſhment of univerſal peace, righteouſneſs, and 
bliſs, in his heavenly kingdom: Then the mighty nk be fallen, and 
the weapons of war periſhed for ever. Haſten, O Lord, that bleſſed 


day, and prepare us for it. | 
10 Be ſtill, and know that I am God 
among the heathen I 
Will be exalted; I on earth 
will be exalted high. 
11 Our God, who is the Lord of ls 
is ſtill upon our ſide ; 
The God of Jacob our refuge 
for ever will abide. 


PSALM XIVE 2" 


1 AT people, clap your hands to God, 
with voice of triumph ſhout: 
2 For dreadful is the Lord moſt high, 
great King the earth throughout. 
3 The heathen people under us 
he ſurely ſhall ſubdue; 
And he bat make the nations 
under our feet to bow. 


Ver. 2. Upon Chriſt's exaltation he became * terrible” to his ene- 
mies, all Power in heaven and in earth being committed to him; and 
then he began to diſplay the excellent majeſty of his univerſal kingdom, 
to which he was then inaugurated, being crowned “ King of kings, 
and Lord of lords.” 
Ver. 3. The conſequence of our Lord's aſcenſion was the going 


_ of the all-ſubduing Word, under the influence and W a, 
Wil 


— 


PSALM XLVIL 
which, the convinced and converted nations renounced their idols and 
their luſts, and bowed their willing necks to the yoke of Jeſus. 


4 The lot of our inheritance _ 
chooſe out for us ſhall he, 
Of Jacob whom he loved well 
ev'n the excellency. 


5 God is with ſhouts gone up, the Lord 
with trumpets ſounding high. a 
6 Sing praiſe to God; ſing praiſe, fing praiſe, 
. praiſe to our King ſing ye. 


Ver. 4. From Canaan, the earthly inheritance, Iſrael hath long ſince 
been expelled ; the true Ifrael, by theſe words, are taught to look to 
„ an inheritance eternal, and incorruptible, and that ſadeth not away ;” 
to thoſe happy and enduring manſions, which the Son of God is goue 
to prepare for them that love him, and are beloved of him. 

| Ver. 5. God incarnate is gone up into that holy place, not made 
with hands; the everlaſting doors of heaven are opened, for the King 
- of glory to enter, and repoſſeſs his ancient throne ; there he is received 
by the united acclamatiens of the celeſtial armies by that “ ſhout,” 
that voice of the archangel, and that © trump of God,” which are to 
found again, in the day when he fhall “ fo come, in like manner, as he. 
„went into heaven.” | 


. 


For God is King of all the earth, 
with knowledge praife expreſs. _ 

2 God rules the nations: God fits on: 
his throne of holineſs. 

9. The princes of the people are 
aſſembled willingly, 

Ev'n of the God of Abrahams 

they who'the people be. 


Ver. 9. We are never ſuffered to forget, that the confequence of 
Meſſiah's exaltation to the right hand of the Majeſty in the heavens, 
was the converſion and ſalvation of the world; fo continually do the 
prophets and apoſtles delight to dwell upon that moſt intereſting to- 
pic, the converfion of the © nations” to the goſpel of Chrit———Why 
do we vainly fancy, that we belong to Him, unleſs his Spirit“ reign'”” 
3z our hearts by faith? | 

Ver. 9. The ſenſe of the verſ?, expreſſed in the New Teſtament lan- 
guage, would be,“ The kingdoms of this world are become the king- 
« doms of our Lord and his Chriſt; and be ſnall reign for ever apd 
« ever.” 80 let every nation be converted unto thee, O Lord: and 
every king become thy fon and ſervant; until all the world ſhall wor 
ſhip thre, fing of thee, and praiſe thy name | * 


— 


For why ? the ſhields that do defend I 
the earth, are only his: 4 
1 OOTg. 13 8 They 


CLI 


PSALM XLVIR. 
. They to the Lord belong, yea, he jp 
exalted greatly is. 


PSAEM XLVIII. 
1 REAT is the Lord, and greatly. he 
G is to be praiſed ſtill, 0 
Within the city of our God, 
upon his holy hill. 
2 Mount Zion ſtands moſt beautiful, 
the joy of all the land; ; 
The city of the mighty King 
on her north fide doth ſtand. 


3 The Lord, within her palaces, 
is for a refuge known. 

4 For lo, the kings that gather'd were 
together, by have gone. 

5 But, when they did behold the ſame, 

they wond'ring would not ſtay ; 
But being troubled at the ſight, 

they thence did haſte away. 


Ver. 5, & 6. So the potentates of the world ſaw the miracles of the 
apoſtles, the courage and conſtancy of the martyrs, and the daily in- 
creaſe of the church, notwithſtanding all their perſecutions; they be- 
held with aſtoniſhment the rapid progreſs of the faith through the 
Roman empire; they called upon their gods, but their gods could 
not help themſelves; idolatry expired at the foot of the victorious 

eroſs. | . - 


6 Great terror there took hoid on: them, 
they were poſſeſs'd with fear; 
Their grief came like a woman's pain 
when ſhe a child doth bear. 
Thou Tarſhiſh ſhips witheaſt wind break'ſt: 
8 As we have heard it told; | 
So. in the city of the Lord 
| our eyes did it behold. 8 | 
Ver. 8. The church of God heard, by the prophets, of the future 
birth, life, death, reſurrection, and aſcenſion of Meſſiah; of the effu- 
Kon of the Spirit, and her on enlargement, eſtabliſhment, and pre- 
ſervation, in the Gentile worid. Theſe predictions, which ſhe had ſb 
often „heard, ſhe hath “ ſcen“ accompliſhed, even unto this day; 


and therefore doubts not cf God's continuing Lis favour and protec- 
don to the end of time, | ; 
HY | I 


* y " \ EY * * Y 


PS ALM XLVIE. 8 
In our God's city, which his hand 
for ever ſtablith will. 
9 We of thy loving kindneſs thought, 
Lord, in thy temple ſtill. 
10 O Lord, according to thy name, 

through all the earth's thy praiſe : 

And thy right hand, O Lord, is full 
of right'ouſneſs always. 


11 Becauſe thy judgments are made known, 
let Zion mount rejoice; _ | 
Of Judah let the daughters all & 
| ſend forth a cheartul voice. | 

12 Walk about Zion, and go round.; 

the high tow'rs thereof tell. 
| 13 Conſider ye her palaces, 
1 and mark her bulwarks well; 


That ye may tell poſterity. 
14 For this God doth abide 
Our God for evermore; he will 
ev'n unto death us guide. 


Ver. 14. Let the world worſhip-whom or what it will, w wor- 
{hip none other but Him, who by his Spirit founded, and by his power 
preſerveth his church; who by that Spirit © guideth” us through life, 
and by that power will enable us to overcome “ death;"”* that fo we 
may rejoice and triumph for evermore, as ciuzens of the city of God, 
and ſubjects of the King of glory. 8 


PNA . | 
I HEAR this, all people, and give ear, | 
all in the world that dwell ; | 
2 Both low and high, both rich and poor: | 
My mouth ſhall wiſdom tell : | 
My heart ſhall knowledge meditate. 
? 4 l will incline mine ear 
To parables; and on the ha 
my ſayings dark declare, 
5 Amidſt thoſe days that evil be, 
why ſhould I, fearing, doubt ? | | 
When of my heels th' iniquity 7.5 = 
ſhall compaſs me about. 
| | 6 Whe 


: © 
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6 Whoe'er they be that in their wealth 
their confidence do pitch, 
And boaſt themſelves, becauſe they are 
become exceeding rich: 
Ver. 5. The words tranſlated the iniquity of my heels” will bear a- 
other meaning, viz. The wickedneſs of thoſe that lie in wait for 
_ F ize,” or“ endeavour to ſupplant me.“ 
7 Vet none of theſe his brother can 
redeem by any way 
Nor can he unto God for him 
ſufficient ranſom pay: 
8 (Their foul's redemption precious is, 
and it can never be) 
9 That till he ſhould for ever live, 
and not corruption. ſee. 


Ver. 7, 8, & 9. What ſhall a man give in exchange for his 
* ſon]?”” ſaith one, who beſt knew the value of ſouls; as he paid the 
price of that “precious redemption,” which otherwiſe muſt have 
** ceaſed for ever; when he ſuffered for us on the croſs, and aroſe, on 
the third day, to life and immortality, without “ ſeeing corruption. 


10 For why? he ſceth that wiſe men die, 
and brutiſh fools alſo 
Do-periſh, and their wealth, when dead, 
to others they let go. 
I Their inward thought is, that their houſe, 
ad and dwelling-places, ſhall 
| | Stand through all ages; they their lands 
by their own names do call: 


Ver. IT. Various are the contrivances of vain men, to have their 

names written on earch, and to procure, after their deaths, an imagi- 
nary immortality, for themſelves and their families, in the memory 

n and converſation of poſterity ; which is not oſten obtained; and, if ob- 
: tained, is of no value; when, withsleſs trouble, they might have, by the 


bleſling of God upon | the, means of grace, wrought out their ſalvation, 


and ſo have come to the enjoyment. of a bleſſed immortality in the. 


glorious kingdom of the Redeemer, whoſe ſervants have their names 


wiitten in heaven. 


12 But yet in honour ſhall not man 
abide continually; 
c But, paſſing hence, may be compar'd 
unto the beaſts that die, 
13 Thus brutith folly plainly is 
their wiſdom, and their way: 
2 . Vet 
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Jet their poſterity approve 
what they do fondly fay. 


24 Like ſheep, they in the grave are laid, 
| and death ſhall them devour ; 
And, in the morning, upright men 
ſhall over them have pow'r : - 
Their beauty from their dwelling ſhall 
conſume within the grave. 
15 But from heli's hand God will me free, 
for he ſhall me receive. 
Ver. 15. The prophet here expteſſeth a full and firm faith in the 


reſurrection; and may be conceived as ſpeaking in the = of Him 


who was firſt redeemed from the grave, and accepted by the Father; 
who did not “ defpond in the days of evil, and when the wickedneſs 
&« of his ſupplanters compaſſed him about ;** as foreſceing their ſpeedy 
deſtruction, and his own approaching refurrection and exaltation. And 


therefore he thus exhorts each diſciple of his in the ſubſequent verſes 
of our plalm—— yp HS UTP 
16 Be thou not then afraid when one 
enriched thou doſt ſee, | 
Nor when the glory of his houſe 
advanced is on high: 
17 For he ſhall carry nothing hence, 
when death his days doth end; 
Nor ſhall his glory after him 
into the grave deſcend. a 


18 Although he his own ſoul did bleſs, 
| __ whilſt he on earth did live, 
(And when thou to thyſelf doſt well, 
men will thee praiſes give,) | 
19 He to his father's. race ſhall go, 
they never ſhall fee light. 
20 Man honour'd, wanting knowled ge, is 
like beaſts that periſh quite. 


Ver. 20. The ſum of the whole matter is, that it can profit a man 
nothing to gain the whole world; to become poſſeſſed of all its wealth, 


and all its power ; if, aftcr all, he loſe his own ſoul, and be caſt away, 
for want of that holy and heavenly wiſdom, which diſtinguiſhes him 
from the brutes, and ſets him above them in his life, and at his death. 


PSALM L. 
I HE mighty God, the Lord, 
hath ſpoken, and did call 
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The earth, from riſing of the ſun, 
to where he hath his fall. 
2 From out of Zion hill, 
which of excellency © 
And beauty the perfection is, 
God ſhined gloriouſly. 


3 Our God ſhall ſurely one, 
keep ſilence ſhall not he: 
Before him fire ſhall waſte, great ſtorms | 
ſhall round about him be. 
4 Unto the heavens clear 
he from above ſhall call, 
And to the earth likewiſe, that he 
may judge his people all. 
L Together let my ſaints : . 
unto me gather'd be: 
Thoſe that by ſacrifice have made 


a covenant with me. 


6 And then the heavens ſhall 


his right*ouſneſs declare; 
Becauſe the Lord himſelf is he 
by whom men judged are. 


7 My people Iſra'l, hear, 
ſpeak will I from on high ; 
Againft thee I will teſtify :- 
God, ev'n thy God am I. 
3 I for thy ſacrifice 
no blame will on thee lay, ; 
Nor for burnt-off*rings which to me 
thou off redſt every day. 


9 Fu take no calf, nor goats, 


from houſe or fold of thine : 


10 For beaſts of foreſts, cattle all 


on thouſand hills, are mine. 


11 The fowls on mountains high 


are all to me well known; | 
Wild beaſts which in the fields do Iye, 
ev'n they are all mine own. 


12 Then 


— 


PSA LM 2 | 
T2 Then, if I hungry were, "6D 
I would not tell it thee; 

Becauſe the world, and. fulneſs all 
thereof, belongs to me. 
13 Will I cat fleſh of bulls ? - 
or goats blood drink will 12 
14 Thanks offer thou to God, and pay 
thy vows to the moſt High. 


15 And call upon me when 
in trouble thou ſhalt be; 
I will deliver thee, and thou | 
my name ſhalt glorify. 


16 But to the wicked man 


God faith, My laws and truth . 
Should ſtthoudeclare? How darꝰſt thou take - 
my cov'nant in thy mouth? 


17 Sith thou inſtruction hat'ſt, 
which ſhould thy ways direct; 
And fith my words behind thy back 
thou caſt'ſt, and doſt reject. | 
18 When thou a thief didſt ſee, 
with him thou didſt conſent, 
And with the vile adulterers 
partaker on thou went, 


19 Thou givſt thy mouth to ill, 
thy tongue. deceit doth frame. 


20 Thou ſit'ſt and *gainſtthy brother ſpeak ſtʒ 


21 Becauſe I filence kept, 
while thou theſe things haſt n 5 
That I was altogether like : 
thyſelf, hath been thy thought: ; 


Yet I will thee reprove, 
and ſet before thine eyes, 
In order ranked, thy miſdeeds, 
and thine miquities. 


| 

| 

thy mother's ſon doſt ſhame. | | 
| 


22 Now, ye that God forget, 24 3 


this carefully conſider, © 


"PSALM L 
Leſt I in pieces tear you all, | | | 
and none can You deliver. | 


23 Whoſo doth offer praiſe . 
me glorifies; and I 
Will ſhew him God's ſalvation, 
that orders right his way. 


1 Second Penſion. 


I THx mig mighty God, the Lord, hath ſpoke, 
and call'd the earth upon, 
Ev'n from the riſing of the ſun 
unto his going down. 
2 From out of Zion, his own hill, 
| where the perfection high 
Of beauty is, from thence the Lord 
hath ſhined glorrouſly. 


Ver. I. God, who at fundry times, and in divers manners, ſpake 
in time paſt unto the fathers by the 1 hath in theſe laſt days 
oc ſpoken unto us.by his Son,” Heb. i. The everlaſting goſpel hath _ 
made its glorious progreſs from the 1 to the weſtern world; and 
the nations have been thereby called to repentance. 

Ver. 2. The law, which was given by Moſes, proceeded from Sinai, 
the mount of fear and horror, but the word of grace and truth, which 
came by Jeſus Chriſt, iſſued forth from Zion, the choſen mountain of 
beauty and excellency, i in Jeruſalem. 


3 Our God ſhall come, and ſhall no more 
be filent, but ſpeak out; 
* Before him fire ſhall waſte, great ſtorms 
' ſhall compaſs him about. 
4 He to the heavens from above, 
and to the earth below, 
Shall call, that he his judgments may 
before his people ſhow. a 


er. 3. See Matt. xxiv. deſcribing the judgment of the Jewiſh na- 
3 and of all mankind; at the end of the world. 


s Let all my ſaints 1 
unto me gathered; 23 
Thoſe that by ſacrifice with me 2 
2 covenant have made. | 
6 And then the heavens ſhall declare” 
his * — $ 


x ä | Becauſe 


PSALM LI. 
none elſe is judge but God. 


7 Hear, O my people, and TIl ſpeak ; 
O Iſrael by name, | 
Againſt thee I will teſtify; 
| God, evn thy God I am. 
8 I for thy ſacrifices few 
reprove thee never will; 
Nor for burat-off*rings to have been 
before me off red ſtill, 
Ver. 7. This is the voice of the omniſcient J 


; Recauſe the Lord himſelf doth come; 


impleading his 


* 
ancient people, who are commanded to attend to x words of him, 


their God and covenanted Saviour, thus conſtrained to clear his juſtice | 


before the world, and to ſhew that they had deſtroyed themſelves. 
Nominal and wicked Chriſtians will be addreſſed in the ſame manner 


at the laſt day. 
9 I' take no bullock, nor he-goats, 
F from houſe. nor folds of thine : 
10 For beaſts of foreſts, cattle all 
on thbuſand hills, are mine. 
1 The fowls are all to me well known 
that mountains high do yield; 


And I do challenge as mine own 
the wild beaſts of the field. 


12 If I were hungry, I would not * 
to thee for need complain; 
For earth, and all its fulneſs, doth 
to me of right pertain, _ 
13 That I to eat the fleſſt of bulls 
take pleaſure, doſt thou think ? 
Or, that I need to quench my thirſt, 
the blood of goats to drink ? 


14 Nay, rather unto me, thy God, 
thankſgiving offer thou; 
To the moſt High perform thy word, 
and fully pay thy vow. _ | 
15 And in the day of trouble great 
ſee that thou call on me ; 
I will deliver thee, and thou 
wy name ſhalt glorify. 
gs 


16 But 


| 
| 
| 
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16 But God unto the wicked ſaith, | 
Why ſhouldſt thou mention make 
Of my commands ? how dar'ſt thou in 
thy mouth my covenant take? 
17 Sith it is ſo that thou doſt hate 
all good inſtruction ; | 
And fith thou caſt'ſt behind thy back, 
and ſlight'ſt my words each one. 


Ver. 16, & x7. See as a comment upon the tees part of this * 
the apoſtle Paul's expoſtulation, Rom. 1i. 


18 When thou a thief didſt ſee, then ſtraight - 
thou join'dſt with him in ſin ; 
And with the vile adulterers 
thou haſt partaker been. 
19 Thy mouth to evil thou doſt give, 
thy tongue deceit doth frame. 
20 Thou ſit'ſt, and *gainſt thy brother ſpeak®ſt, 
thy mother's {on doſt ſhame. 


21 Theſe things thou wickedly ꝓaſt done, 
and 1 have filent been; 
Thou thought'ſt that I was like thyſelf, 
and did approve thy ſin: | 
But I will ſharply thee reprove, 
and I will order right 
Thy ſins and thy tranſgreſſions 
in preſence of thy fight. 
22 Conſider this, and be afraid, 
ye that forget the Lord, 
Leſt I in pieces tear you all, 
when none can help afford. : 
23 Who ofPreth praiſe me glorifies : 
I will ſhew God's falvation 
To him that ordereth aright 
his life and converſation. 


PS ALM LI. 
1 A FTER thy loving kindneſs, Lord, 
have mercy upon me : 


For thy compaſſions great, blot out 
all mine iniquity. 


— 


2 Me 


Ie 


and 7 „ ye ? 
% 


2 Me cleanſe from fin, and throughly waſh 
from mine iniquity. 

3 For my tranſgreſſions I confeſs 
my ſin 1 ever ſee. 


4 Gainſt thee, thee only, have I ann. d, 
in thy ſight done this ill; 

That when thouſpeał ſt thoumay'ſt be juſt, 
and clear in judging 1 

5 Behold, I in iniquity 

Was ford the womb within, 

My mother alſo me conceiv'd 
in guiltineſs and fin. 


6 Behold, thou in the inward parts 
with truth delighted art: | 
And wiſdom thou ſhalt make me now: 
within the hidden part. | 
7 Do thou with hyflop ſprinkle me, 
I ſhall be cleanſed ſo: 
Yea, waſh thou me, and then I ſhall 
be whiter than the ſnow, 


Ver. 7. He petitioneth, in this verſe, for the purification vrhich 
cometh from God only, — the one great propitiatory Sacrifice, 
by the Holy Spirit ; and which was foreſhewn, under the law, by the 
ceremony of ſprinkling the unclean perſon with a bunch of © hyfſop,” 
dipped in the water of ſeparation, T his rite is deſcribed}, Numb. xix. 


and explained, Heb. ix. 13, 14. 
8 Of gladneſs, and of 1 


make me to hear the voice; | 
That ſo theſe very bones which thou. 
haſt broken, may rejoice. 
9 All mine iniquities blot out; 
thy face hide from my fin. * 
10 Create a clean heart; Lord, renew 
aàã a right ſpirit me within. 
11 Caſt me not from thy ſight, nor take 
thy Holy Spi'rit away: 
12 Reſtore me thy ſalvation's joy; 
with thy free ſpi'rit me ſtay. 
13 Then will I teach thy ways unto 
thoſe that tranſgreſſors be; 


KS >> And 


N An r 


— 


BSALM LIL 
And thoſe that ſinners are ſhall then 
be turned unto thee. 


Ver. 13. When thou art converted,“ faith | Chriſt to Peet 
* ſtrengthen thy brethren.” Luke xxii. 


14 O God, of my ſalvation God, 
me from blood-guiltineſs 
Set free; then ſhall my tongue aloud 
ſing of thy right'ouſneſs. 
15 My cloſed lips, O Lord, by thee 
let them be opened ; 
Then ſhall thy praiſes by my mouth 
abroad be publiſhed, 


16 For thou deſir'ſt not ſacrifice, 
elſe would J give it thee : 
Nor wilt thou with burnt-offering | 
at all delighted be. 
17 A broken ſpirit is to God 
a pleaſing facrifice : 
A broken and a contrite heart, 
Lord, thou wilt not deſpiſe. 


138 Shew kindneſs and do good, O 19 
to Zion, thine own hill; 
The walls of tby Jeruſalem 
duild up of oy good will, 
109 Then right'ous off rings ſhall: thee pleaſe, 
and off 'rings burnt which they, 
With wholeburnt-off”ringsand with calves, 
ſhall on thine altar lay. 


PSALM LIL. 
I WHY doſt thou boaſt, O mighty man, | 
| of miſchief and of ill? 
The goodneſs of almighty God 
endureth ever ſtill. 
2 Thy tongue miſchievous calumnies 
deviſeth ſubtilly: 
Like to a razor, ſharp to cut, 
working deceitfully. 


3 Ill more than good, and more than truth 
thou loveſt to ſpeak wrong : 


4 Thou. 


„ PSALM TH. - 
4 Thou loveſt all devouring words, 
O thou deceitful tongue, 
5 So God ſhall thee deſtroy for ay, 
remove thee, pluck thee out 
Quite from thy houſe, out of the land 
of life he ſhall thee root. Bei 
Ver. 3, & 4. As the Chriſtian ſpirit delighteth itſelf in goodneſs, 
truth, and charity, ſo the antichriſtian ſpirit is here characterized by its. 
offending, not out of ignorance, or inadvertence, but mere love of wic- 
Ekedneſs, falſehood, and malice. . To this pitch many have arrived; 
and who, that enters upon. a.courſe of fin, can ſay, that he ſhall Lop. ' 
mort of it? © EAT WTR). " 
6 The right'ous ſhall it ſee, and ſear, r 
and laugh at him they ſhall. . : 
7 Lo, this the man is, that did not 
make God his ſtrength at all; 
- But he, in his abundant wealth, 
7 his confidence did place: 
And he took ſtrength unto himſelf 
from his own wickedneſs. | 
$ But 1 am in the houſe of God 
like to an olive green: TS \ 
My confidence for ever hath. 
upon God's mercy been. 
9 And I for ever will thee praiſe, 
becauſe thou haſt done this: 
Jon thy name will wait, for good 
before thy ſaints it is. 


Ver. 8. We Gentiles were branches of the wild ( olive,” but are 
now. grafted into the good one: Lord, make us to flouriſh, and bear 
fruit, in thy immortal “ courts,” world without end! 

Ver. 9. Faith fareſees ſalvation, and anticipates the day of victory 
and triumph; in the mean time, while ſhe waiteth patiently for its 
coming, ſhe refretheth and comforteth herſelf with frequent medita- 
tion on the virtue and power of that ſaving. . name, which js © as. 
« ointment poured {forth ;”” by the frargance of. its odqurs inviting « | 
and alluring innumerable converts, to run after their beloved Redeem- | 
er, in the way of his commandments. © r 2 


: PSA LM LIIL. 1 
2 THAT there is not a God, the fo 
e doth in his heart conclude; | 

OO „ 0 e 1 | 


w_ _— * py . — of 
# 
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PSATM 10; . oY 


They are corrupt, their works are vile, 
not one of them doth good. 
2 The Lord upon the ſons of men 
from heav'n did caſt his eyes, 
To ſee if any one there was 
that ſought God, and was — 


3 They altogether filthy are, 
they all are backward gone; 
And there is none that doeth good, 
no, not ſo much as one. 
4 Theſe workers of iniquity 
do they not know at all, 
That they my people eat as TRAY 
and on God do not call? 


5 Ev'n there they were afraid, and ſtood 
with trembling all diſmay'd ; 
Whereas there was no caule at all 
why they ſhould; be afraid; _ 

For God his bones that thee beſicg' d, 
hath ſcatPred'all abroad ; © + | 
Thou haſt confounded them, for _ 

— deſpiſed are of God. 


6 Let IfraPs help frm Zion come: 
when back the Lord; ſhall bring 
His captives, Jacob l. Ne de 
and Ifrael } all Ing. 820 


$3, 


See Pſalm xivth of the bi tenor. 1 


"PSALM 11v. et 


1 801 me, O God, by thy peat name, vo 
2 and judge me by thy ſtrength. e ee 
2 N prayer hear, O God; give ear 
| unto my words at length. | [oo | 
3 For they that ſtrangers are to me 
do up againſt me riſe ; 
"\ 5 ſeek my ſoul, and God 
ſet not before their eyes. 


_—.. 


Ver. 3. The/Ziptiies, Qhovgh!David's countrymen, aQed the part 


of « ſtrangers,” or aliens, ?; in ſeeking to deliver him up'to his unjuſt 


nod vel enemy. doch a Fart did 1 whole Jewiſh nation act = 
wa 


as ” Mr ry” 


> ha 5 


« 7 
. 


* 


* 
0 >. 
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r PSALM IV.. 


; EN their anointed Prince and Saviour, when they actually delivered 


him over to the Roman power. 


4 The Lord my God my helper i is, 
Io, therefore I am bold: 


. He taketh part with ev'ry one 


that doth my ſoul uphold. 
5 Unto mine enemies he ſhall 
miſchief and ill repay; 
O for thy truth's ſake cut them off, 
and ſweep them clean away. 


6 I will a ſacrifice to thee 
give with free willingneſs : Wie, 
Thy name, O Lord, becauſe *tis good, 
with praiſe I will confeſs. 
7 "For he hath me delivered 
from all adverſities: 
And his deſire mine eye hath ſeen 
upon mine enemies. 
Ver. 6, & 7. Beautiful and emphatical will theſe two concluding 


verſes appear, when conceived, as proceeding from the mouth of our 
Lord, upon his reſurrection. 


— 


1 


— — 


„ An 
x ] ORD, hear my pray'r, hide not thyſelf 


from my intreating voice; 
2 Attend and hear me, in my plaint 
I mourn and make a noiſe. 
3 Becauſe of th' en'my's voice, and for 
lewd mens” oppreſſion great: 
On me they caſt iniquity, _ 
and they in wrath me hate. 


Ver. 1, & 2. In the perſon of David, driven from his throne, and 
put in fear of his life, by Abſalom and Ahitophel, we may here behold 
our bleſſed Redeemer, on the day of his ſufferings, praying earneſtly, 
and repeating his ſupplications, as in the garden of Getbſemane, at the 
proſpect of that ſea of ſorrows, which was then about to. | overwhelm 
his agonizing ſoul. 

Ver. 3. O gracious God, how can we repine and murmur at any 
oppreſſion and calumny which we ſuffer from the world, when we 
ſee, not only thy ſervant David, but thy Son Jeſus, thus hated, ſlan- 
dered, and perſecuted, by their own ſubjects, and their own children! 


4 Sore pain'd within me is my heart: 
death's terrors on me fall, 


n | 5. On 


” a \ * 


\ 


- 
** 
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PSATM IJ. 
= On me comes trembling, fear and dread 
* | o'erwhelmed me withal. 


6 O that I like a dove bad wings, 
ſaid I, then would ] flee 
Far hence, that I might find a place 5 
where I in reſt might be. 


Ver. 4, & 5. Theſe words deſcribe the ſtate of David's mind, when 
he went over the brook Cedron, and up mount Olivet, weeping as 
« he went,” and expecting ſpeedily to be cut off; 2 Sam. xv. 23, 30. 
They deſcribe the agony of the Son of David, when he likewiſe went 
over the ſame brogk Cedron, John xviii. t. at the time of his paſſion, 
when his ſoul was © fore amazed and very heavy, and exccediug ſor- 
„ rowful, even unto death.” Mark xiv. \ | 


7 Lo, then far of I wander would, 
and in the deſart ſtay. 
8 From windy ſtorm and tempeſt I 
would haſte to ſcape away... _ . 
9. O Lord, on them deſtruction bring, 
and do their tongues divide : 
For in the city violence 
and ſtrife I have eſpy'd. 


10 They day and night upon the walls 
do go about it round: 
There miſchief is, and ſorrow there 
in midſt of it is found. 
11 Abundant wickedneſs there is — 
within her inward part: 
And from her ſtreets deceitfulneſs 
and guile do not depart. 
| Ver. Io, & 11. Thus from the ſame city was ri hteouſneſs afterwards 
| expelled, in the perſon of the King of righteouſneſs, and nothing left, 
but “ miſchief and ſorrow, wickedneſs, deceit and guile,” encompaſſed. 
with a guard of © violence and ſtrife.” | | 
12 He was no foe that me reproach'd, 
then that endure I could: 
| Nor hater that did *gainſt me boaſt, 
| | from him me hide I would. 
13 But thou, man, who mine equal, guide, 
and mine acquaintance waſt : 
14 We join'd ſweet counſels, to God's houſe 
in company we paſt. 


Ver. Ta, 


| 
= 
| 


Ver., 12, 13, & 14. The many aggravating circumſtances of Ahito- 
hel's treaſon againſt David, and that of Judas againſt Chriſt, are here 
trongly — 15 

15 Let death upon them ſeize, and down 
let them go quick to hell: : 
For wickedneſs doth. much abound 
among them, where they dwell. 
16 I'll call on God, God will me ſave. 
17 Tl pray, and make a noiſe 
At ev'ning, morning, and at noon ; 
and he ſhall hear my voice. 
Ver. 15. In theſe words is predicted the tragical fate of all the im- 
penitent enemies of the true King of Iſrael. ; 
18 He hath my ſoul delivered, 
that it in peace might be, 
From battle that againſt me was, 
» for many were with me. 
19 The Lord ſhall hear and them afflict, 
of old who-hath abode : 
Becauſe: they never changes have, 


therefore they fear not God. 
Ver. 18. The Son of David was delivered in peace, when, victori- 
#13 over the enemies of man's ſalvation, he aroſe from the dead, and 
returned to the Jeruſalem above. | 


20 *Gainſt thoſe that were at peace with him 
he hath put forth his hand : i 
The covenant that he had made, 
by breaking he profan'd. 
21 More ſmooth than butter were his words, 
while in his heart was war : 
His ſpeeches were more ſoft than oil, 
ls and yet drawn ſwordgghey are. 


3 : | 
d Ver. 20. O bleſſed Jeſus, how often do We betray thee to thine ene. 


mies, our own luſts, and confider it not! 
22 Caſt thou thy burden on the Lord, 
and he ſhall thee ſuſtain : 
Yea, he ſhall cauſe the right'ous man 
unmoved to remain. 
23 But thou, O Lord my God, thoſe men 
in juſtice ſhalt o'erthrow, 
And in deſtruction's dungeon dark 
at laſt ſhalt lay them low. 


Ver. 22. 


12. 


PSALM LVI. 


Ver. 22. He, who once bore the burthen of our ſorrows, requeſteth 

of us, that we would now and ever permit him to bear the burthen 

_ of our cares; that as he knoweth what is beſt for us, he may provide 
it accordingly. When ſhall we truſt Chriſt to govern the world ? | 


'The bloody and deceitful men 
ſhall not live half their days ; 

But upon thee with confidence 
I will depend always. 


PSALM EVI. 
I QHEW mercy, Lord, to me, for man 
would ſwallow me outright z 
He me oppreſſeth, while he doth, 
againſt me daily fight. 
2 They daily would me ſwallow up, 
that hate me ſpitefully; 
For they. be many that do fight 
againſt me, O moſt High. 


3 When I'm afraid, I'll truſt in thee : 
4 In God Il praiſe his word; 
I will not fear what fleſh can do, 
my truſt is in the Lord. wm 


5 Eachday they wreſtmy words, theirthoughts 


gainſt me are all for ill. 
6 They meet, they lurk, they mark my ſteps, 
waiting my ſoul to kill. 


Ver. 3, & 4. Whoever, like the prophet Eliſha's ſervant, beholdeth- 
only the forces of the enemy, will be apt, like him, to cry out,“ Alas, 
* my maſter, how ſhall we do?” 2 Kings A. 15. But when our eyes 
are “ opened,” to ſee thoſe © horſes and chariots of fire, which are 
* round about us; when we. perceive the promiſes of the Word, and 
the mighty ſuccours of the Spirit, which are all on our fide ; we no 
longer fear the terrors, or the temptations of fleſh and blood; but find 
ourſelves enabled to do, and to ſuffer all things, through faith in him, 
who ſtrengtheneth.us to the battle. He hath ſaid, I will never leave 
© thee, nor forſake thee : ſo that wr may boldly ſay, The Lord is 
« my helper, and I will not fear what man ſhall do unto me.“ Heb, 


Ver. 5, & 6. Theſe words could not be more literally deſcriptive of 
the behaviour of David's perſecutors, than they certainly are of that. 
conduct which the ſcribes and phariſees obſerved towards our bleſſed 
Lord; when, like ſerpents by the way fide, they marked his ſteps, : 


till a proper opportunity offered, to dart from their lurking place, and 
+ bruile his heel.“ 


w 


| | But 


* 7 


| PSALM LVI. - 
7 But ſhall they by iniquity | 
-eſcape thy judgment ſo? 
O God, with indignation down 
do thou the people throw, 
8 My wand'rings all what they have been 
thou know'ſt, their number took; 
Into thy bottle put my tears ; 
are they not in thy book? 


Ver. 8. The © tears” of true penitents are had in remembrance. 
How dear, then, in the ſight of God, were the“ wanderings” and the 
* tears” of the holy Jeſus, ſubmitting to ſatisfy for thoſe ſins which he 
never committed ! | 


9 My foes ſhall, when I cry, turn back: 
I know't, God is for me. 
10 In God his word I'll praiſe: his word 
in God ſhall praiſed be. 
21 In God ] truſt: I will not fear 
what man can do to me. 
12 Thy vows upon me are, O God: 
1 I'll render praiſe to thee, 


Ver. 10, 11, & 12, O come that glorious morning, when the re- 
-deemed ſhall ſing eternal praiſes to the Lord God of their ſalvation; 
for having “delivered their fouls from death, and their “ feet from 
« falling, that they may walk before him in the light of the living!“ 


13 Wilt thou not, who from death me ſav'd, 
my feet from falls keep free, 


To walk before God in the light 
of thoſe that living be ? 


* — — — 
PSALM LVII. a 
- 4k BE merciful to me, O God : 

bn | thy mercy unto me | 

d Do thou extend, becauſe my ſoul 

» doth put her truſt in thee : , 

i Tea, in the ſhadow of thy wings 

b. my refuge I will place, 

* Until theſe ſad calamities 

at do wholly overpaſs. 

” . 2 My cry I will cauſe to aſcend 

nd TEE unto the Lord moſt High : 


To 


* 
* \ 4 


PSALM LVI. 
To God, who doth all things for me 
perform moſt perfectly. Ry”, 
f 3 From heav'n he ſhall ſend down, and me 
ü from his reproach defend, 
That would devour me: God his truth 
and mercy forth ſhall ſend. 


Ver. 2. David cried unto God, and was delivered out of the hand 


of Saul ; the Son of David cried unto God, and was delivered from the 
power of the grave. | 


Ver. 3. We have all an enemy, who would * ſwallow us up; and 
« we look for a manifeſtation of the divine mercy and truth” from 


heaven,“ for the ſalvation of our ſouls, and the redemption of our 


bodies. A grand ſpecimen of this maniſeſtation was exhibited to the 
_ on that glorious morning, when Jeſus Chriſt aroſe from the 
cad, | 5 


4 My ſoul among fierce lions is, 
I firebrands live among; 2b 
. Mens ſons, whoſe teeth are ſpears and darts, 
a ſharp ſword is their tongue. 
5 Be thou exalted very high 
above the heav'ns, O God: 
Let thou thy glory be advanc'd 
o'er all the earth abroad. 

Ver. 4. The fierceſt of beaſts, the moſt devouring of elements, and 
the ſharpeſt of military weapons, are ſelected, to repreſent the power 
and fury of David's enemies. How much ſtronger, and more furious, 
were the enemies of Chriſt, in the day of his paſſion ! 

Ver. 5. God is exalted and glorified among men by the diſplay of 
mercy and judgement, in the ſalvation of his children from the hands 
of their enemies. But chiefly was he exalted, when, having raiſed up 


his Son Jeſus, he ſet him at his own right hand, far above all princi- 
palities and powers, and every thing that is named, in heaven, and in 


a7, 6 My ſoul's bow'd down, for they a net 
have laid my ſteps to ſnare: 
Into the pit which they have digg'd 
for me, they fallen are. 
7 My heart is fixt, my heart is fixt, 
O God: Ti fing and praiſe. 
8 My glory wake, wake pſalt'ry, harp: 
myſelf I'll early raiſe. 
Ver. 8. Thus ſhould the morning be ever celebrated, on which 
Chriſt © aroſe from the dead, and became the firſt fruits of them that 


« ſlept.” 
« ſlept „ ru 


| PS A LAE LVIE 
9 Ill praiſe thee %nong the people, Lord, 
muong nations ſing will I. 
10 For great to heav'n thy mercy is, 
| thy truth is to the ſky. 
11 O Lord, exalted be thy name, 
above the heav'ns to ſtand : 
Do thou thy glory far advance 
above both ſea and land. 


Ver. 9, & 10. The refurrection of Jeſus from the grave, foreſha- 
dowed in the deliverance of David from the hand of Saul, was a tran- 
ſaction which cauſed the heavens, and all the powers therein, to extol 
the mercy and the truth of God. | 

Ver 11. Even ſo, be thou ſtill exalted, O bleſſed Jeſus, above the 
heavens, while the angels ſing their hallelujahs on high; and let thy 
glory be above all the earth, while, in pſalms, and hymns, and ſpiritual 
tongs, the congregations of the redeemed inceſſantly magnify thy ſal- 


— 


vation below. 


r 


— 


— © 


PSALM LVIII. 
1 De ye, O congregation, | 
indeed ſpeak right'ouſneſs ? 
O ye that are the ſons of men, 
judge ye with uprightneſs ? 
2 Yea, ev'n within your very hearts 
ve wickedneſs have done; 
And ye the violence of your hands 
do weigh the earth upon. 


3 The wicked men eſtranged are 
ev'n from the very womb; 
They, ſpeaking lies, do ſtray as ſcon 
as to the world they come. 
4 Unto a ſerpent's poiſon like 
their poiſon doth appear; | 
Yea, they are like the adder deaf, 
that cloſely ſtops her ear: | 


Ver. 4. The wicked are here compared to ſerpents, for that malig- 
nity in their tempers, which is the. venom and poiſog of the intellec- 
tual world. He, who ſpake as © never man ſpake,” was ſtung to death, 
by a © generation of vipers,” | ? 


5 That ſo the may not hear the voice 
of one that charm her would, 
No, not though he moſt cunning were, 4 
and charm moſt wiſely could. 
6. Their 


- PSALM LVIII. 
5 Their teeth, O God, within their mouth, 
break thou in pieces ſmall : 


'The great teeth break thou out, O Lord, 
of theſe young lions all. | 


7 Tet them like waters melt away, 
g Which downward ſtill do flow: 
In pieces cut his arrows all, 
when he ſhall bend his bow. 
8 Like to a ſnail that melts away, 
let each of them be gone: 
Like woman's birth untimely, that 
they never ſee the ſun. | 


9 He ſhall them take away, before 
your pots the thorns can find; 
Both living, and in fury great, 
as with a ſtormy wind. 
30 The right'ous, when he vengeance ſees, 
he thall be joyful then : | 
The right'ous one ſhall waſh his feet 
in blood of wicked men. 
11 So men ſhall ſay, The right'ous man 
reward ſhall-never miſs: 
And verily upon the earth 
a God to judge there is. 
Ver To, & 11. The victories of that JusT ONE, gained in his 
own perſon, and in thoſe of his faithful ſervants, over the enemies of 
man's ſalvation, are productive of a joy, which ſpringeth not ſrom love 


. of revenge, but is inſpired by a view of the divine mercy, juſtice, and 
| truth, diſplayed in the accompliſhment of the promiſes. 


| PSALM LIX. 
'T M God, deliver me from thoſe 
that are mine enemies: 
And do thou me defend from thoſe 
that up againſt me riſe. 
2 Do thou deliver me from them 
 _ -— that work iniquity; -  _ 
And give me ſafety from the men 
of bioody cruelty.- 
3 For lo, they for my foul lay wait; 
the mighty do combine 


r 


Againſt 


ce 


PSALMLIE. 


| Againſt me, Lord, not for my fault, 
nor any ſin of mine, 
4 They run, and without fault in me 
themſelves do ready make: 
Awake to meet me with thy help, 
and do thou notice take. 


5 Awake, therefore, Lord God of hoſts, 
thou God of Iſrael, 
To viſit heathen all: ſpare none 
that wickedly rebel. 


6 At ev'ning they go to and fro: 
they make great noiſe and ſound: 
Like to a dog, and often walk 
about the city round. 


Ver. 6. The emiſſaries of Saul, coming after David in the u even- 
« ing,” beſetting his houſe, and · blocking up the avenues, are compa- 
red to a ſet of hungry blood.hounds, in queſt of their prey. This is a 
cove ja likewiſe of that herd of evening wolves, who thirſted after the 
lood of the Lamb of God, on whom their mouths were opened, ery- 
ing, © Crucify him! crucify him!“ 
7 Behold, they belch out with their mouth, 
and in their lips are ſwords 
For they do ſay thus, Who is he 
that now doth hear our words ? 
8 But thou, O Lord, ſhalt laugh at them, - 
and all the heathen mock. 
9 While he's in pow'r, I'll wait on thee : 
for God is my high rock. 


Ver. d. Theſe very expreſſions are uſed in the 4th verſe of the 2d 


— — — 


pſalm, to denote the futility of all the counſels entered into, by Jew + - 
and Gentile, againſt Meſſiah and his church. 
10 He of my mercy-that is God, 
betimes ſhall me prevent: 
Upon mine en'mies God ſhall let 
me ſee mine heart's content. 
11 Them ſlay not, leſt my folk forget; . 
- but ſcatter them abroad | 
By thy ſtrong pow'rz andbrin g themdown, 
O thou our ſhield, and God. 
Ver. 11. Is not this verſe very applicable to the caſe of the Jews; 


who, for their fins, were not extirpated, leſt the Gentile Chriſtians 
L 2 ſhould 


PSALM IIX. | 
ſhould © forget” their uniſhment; bat were, “ ſcattered? among all 
nations, and degraded from the glorious privileges of. that high rank, 


in which they once ſtood ? Thus doth that people remain, at this Gay, 
a monument of God's vengeance againſt ipfidehty. | A 


12 For their mouth's ſin, and for the words 
that from their lips do fly, | 
Let them be taken in their pride : 
becauſe they curſe and lie. 
13 In wrath conſume them; them conſume, 
that ſo they may not be : 
And that in Jacob God doth rule, 
to th' earth's end let them ſee. 


Ver. 12. The cauſes of the J-ws' difperfion are here aſſigned, viz. 
the © ſin of their mouth”? in © the words of their lips,” or their “ hard 
** ſpeeches” ſpoken againſt the Son of God; their flanders, lying accu» 
lat ions, and outrageous blaiphemies, together with that horrid impre- 
cation in which they involved their deſcendants ; who have groaned 
under the weight of it for theſe ſeventeen hundred years, and yet ſtill 
continue to juſtify the deeds of their fathers, retaining that “ pride“ 
in their name, and long fince forfeited privileges, which provoked the 
Romans to deſtroy their city and country. 

Ver x3. 'Theſe words may put us in mind of the total ſubverſion of 
Jeruſalem by Titus, when the Lens having no longer any city, tem- 
ple, or civil policy, ceaſed to“ be“ as a nation. And they have ſecn 
enough to have convinced them, that God is the God “ not of the 
% T-ws only, but of the Gentiles alſo,” The goſpel hath been preach- 
ed, idolatry hath been overthrown, the nations have heen converted 
to the faith of Abraham, and that of David, whoſe pſalms are uſed 
throughout the world; and God, who “ruled in Jacob, and was 


% known in Jewry,” now is known and ruleth “ unto the ends of the 
„ carth,” ; 


* 


14 At ev'ning let thou them return, 
making great noiſe and ſound, 
Like to a dog, and often walk 
about the city round. | 
15 And let them wander up and down 
in ſeeking food to eat; 
And let them grudge, when they ſhall not 
be ſatisfy'd with meat. 


Ver. 14, & T5. Such is the preſent condition of the you, excluded 
from Chriſt's church, and ſuffering all the calamitics of a ſpiritual fa- 
mine; and ſuch will be the condition of all thoſe who are to wail and 
ment in vain, without the holy city. Rev. xxii. 
16 But of thy pow'r I'll ſing aloud ; 
at mora thy mercy pra'le : 
| For 


\ 


PS AL M IX. 


For thou to me my refuge waſt, 
and tow'r in troublous days. 
17 O God, that art my ſtrength, I will 
fing praiſes unto thee : 
For God is my defence, a God 
of mercy unto me. 


PSALM LX. 


I LORD, thou haſt rejected us, 
and ſcat” red us abroad ; 
Thou juftly haſt diſpleaſed been; : 
return to us, O God. 
2 The earth to tremble +" haſt made; 
therein didſt breaches make : 
Do thou thereof the breaches heal, 
becauſe the land doth ſhake. 


3 Unto thy people thou hard things 
haſt thew'd, and on them ſent ; 
And thou haſt cauſed us to drink 
wine ofaſtoniſhment. 
4 And yet a banner thou haſt giv'n 
to them who thee do fear ; 
That it by them, becauſe of truth, 
diſplayed may appear. 


* 


Ver. 4. For the ſpiritual and eternal ſalvation of his church, God 
raiſed up his Son Jetus, according to his promiſe, and“ diſplayed the 
„ banner of the croſs,” under which believers are enliſted, and led on 
to triumph, © becauſe of the truth.” Remarkable ro this purpoſe are 
the words of Iſaiah “ In that day there ſhall be a Roo T or JIESS E, 
which * ſhall ftand for an £N$S16N of the people; to it ſhall the 
* G-ntiles ſeek, and his reſt,” after the battle is * and the victory 
gained,“ ſhall be glorious.“ Ma. XI. 
5 That thy beloved people mr 
deliver'd be from thrall, 
Save with the pow'r of thy right hand, 
and hear me when I call. 
6 God in his holineſs hath ſpoke, 
Herein I will take pleaſure: : 
Shechem I will divide, and forth 


will Succoth's valley meaſure. 
f L 3 Gilead 


v 
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7 Gilead I claim as mine by right, 
Manaſſeh mine ſhall be; 
Ephra'im is of mine head the ſtrength, 
Judah gives laws for me. 
8 Moab's my waſhing- pot, my ſhoe 
Pl over Edom throw; 
And over Paleſtina's land 
I will in triumph go. 


Ver. 7. Thus are the tribes of the ſpiritual © Iſrael” ſubje& to Meſ- 
ſiah, and ſerve him in various capacities. as the Spirit furniſhes dif- 
ferent men with different powers; ſome being endued with zeal and 


fortitude, to labour and ſuffer ; others with knowledge and diſcretion, 
to inſtruct and govern. 


Ver. 8. The Son of David muſt te reign-till he hath put all enemies 
« under his feet.” 
9 Owhois he will bring me to ; 
the city fortify'd ? | 
O who is he t to the land 
of Edom will me guide? 
10 O God, which hadeſt us caſt off, 
this thing wilt thou not do? 
Ev'n thou, O God, which dideſt not 
forth with our armies go. 


71 Help us from trouble: for the help 
is vain which man ſupplies. 

12 Thro' God we'll do great acts: he ſhall 
tread down our enemies. 


PS ALM IXI. 
I O God, give ear unto my cry, 


unto my pray'r attend. 
2 From th' utmoſt corner of the land 
my cry to thee I'll ſend: | 
What time my heart is | overwhelm'd, | 
and in perplexity 3 __ 
Do thou me lead unto the rock 
that higher is than IJ. 
3 For thou haſt for my refuge been 
a ſhelter by thy pow'r, 
And for defence againſt my foes 
thou haſt been a ſtrong'tow'r, - 
6» 7: + oo Rn 


* 
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| 4 Within thy tabernacle I | 
for ever will abide ; 


And under covert of thy wings 
with confidence me hide. 


5 For thou the vows that I did make, 
O Lord my God, didſt hear; 
Thou haſt giv'n me the heritage 
of thoſe thy name that fear. 
6 A life prolong'd for many days 
thou to the King wilt give ; 
Like many generations be 


the years which he ſhall live. 


Ver. 5. The vows of Meſſiah, made in the days of his pilgrimage, 
were heard, and he hath reaſſumed his ancient throne in the heavenly 
Jeruſalem. | 


Ver. 6. Let theſe words be applied to Him, of whom it was ſaid 
by the angel,“ The Lord God ſhall give unto him the throne of his 
« father David; and he ſhall reign over the houſe of Jacob ſor ever, 


« and of his kingdom there ſhall be no end.” Luke i. 
7 He in God's pzeſence his abode 
for evermore {hall have: _, = 
O do thou truth and mercy both | 
prepare, that may him fave, 
8 And fo will I perpetually 
ſing praiſe unto thy name; 
That, having made my vows, I may | 
each day perform the ſame, | 


PSALM LXII. 
I M* ſoul with expectation 
depends on God indeed; 
My ſtrength and my ſalvation doth 
from him alone proceed, _ 
2 He only my falvation is, 
and my ſtrong rock is he: 
He only is my ſure defence; 
much mov'd I ſhall not be. 


Ver. 1, & 2. Chriſt would not be delivered from his fufferings, by 
any other means, than thoſe which the Father had ordained, 


3 How long will ye againſt a man 


plot miſchief ? ye ſhall all 


Bo 
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Be lain : ye as a tott'ring fence 
{hall be, and bowing wall. 
4 They only plot to caſt him down 
from his-excellency ; f 
They joy in lies: with mouth they bleſs, 
but they curſe inwardly. | 
Ver, 3, How ſtriking is this expoſtulation, and this prediction, if 
conſidered as addrefſed by Meſſiah to his implacable enemies 
5 My ſoul, wait thou with patience | 
upon thy God alone: 
' On him dependeth all my hope 
and expectation, 
6 He only my ſalvation is, 
and my ſtrong rock is he: 
2 He only is my ſure defence; 
| I thall not moved be. 
7 In God my glory placed is, 
and my falvation ſure : 
In God the rock is of my ſtrength, 
my refuge moſt ſecure, 
8 Ye people, place your confidence 
in him continually 
Before him pour ye out your heart: 
\ God is our refuge high. 


9 Surely mean men are vanity, 
and great men are a lie: 
In balance laid, they wholly are 
more light than vanity. 
Io Truſt ye not in oppreflion, 
in robb'ry be not vain : 
On, wealth ſet not your hearts, when as 
increaſed is your gain. | 
11 God hath it ſpoken once to me; | 
yea, this I heard again, 
That power to almighty God | 
alone doth appertain. 
12 Yea, mercy alſo unto thee 
belongs, O Lord, alone: 
For thou according to his work 


. rewardeſt every one. | 
Ge, - 5 PSALM 
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1 L*. thee my God, Pl! early ſeek: 
my ſoul doth thirſt for thee: _ 
My fleſh longs in a.dry parch'd land 
wherein no waters be. 
2 That I thy power may bzhold, 
and brightneſs of thy face, 
As I have ſeen thee heretofore, | 
within thy holy place. i 


3 Since better is thy love than life, 
my lips thee praiſe ſhall give. 
4 U in thy name will lift my hands, 
and bleſs tie while I live. 
5 Ev'n as with marrow and with fat, 
my foul ſhall filled be: 
Then ſhall my mouth with joyful lips 


ſin g prailes unto thee. 6 


6 When I do thee upon my bed — 
remember with delight, N 
And when on thee I meditate 
in watches of the night; 
In ſhadow of thy wings Þ'll joy; 
for thou mine help haſt been. 
8 My ſoul thee follows hard ; and me 
thy right hand doth ſuſtain. 


© Who ſeek my ſoul to ſpill, ſhall fink 
down to earth's loweſt room. 
10 They by the {ſword ſhall be cut off, | i 
and foxes prey become. 
11 Vet ſhall the king in God rejoice,. 
and each one glory ſhall 
That ſwears by him; but ſtopt ſhall be 
the mouth of liars all. 


Ver. 11. If David found cauſe to rejoice in God, who gave him the 
victory over all his enemies ; if the ſubjects of David might weli glory 
in their king; if the flanderers of David were put to filence, at behold. 
ing him exalced to the throne of Ifrael ; how much greater is the joy 
of Meſſiah in the Godhead, giving the manhood victory over his ene- 
mies, fin, death, and hell; how much rather may his ſubjects and wor- 
ſhippers glory in their triumphant King; and how much more ſhall 
the blaſphemers of ſuch a Saviour. be everlaſtingly confounded, when 
th-y ſhall behold him inveſted with all the power and majeſty of the 

; Fathcr, 


PSALM LIXIV. 


Father, and ſeated on the throne of judgment! Surely, * N, * the 
a * nouth of them that ſpeak lies Mall be ſtopped. an 


PSALM LXIV. 


1 WHEN I to thee my prayer make, 
Lord, to my voice give ear; 
My life ſave from the enemy 
of whom I ſtand in fear. 

2 Me from their ſecret counſel hide 

wha do live wickedly ; 

From inſurrection of thoſe men 
that work iniquity : 


* —— 
” — 6 * * 


3 Who do their tongues with malice whet, 
and make them cut like ſwords; 
In whoſe bent bows are arrows ſet, 
evn ſharp and bitter words : | 
4 That they may at the perfect man 
in ſecret aim their ſhot ; 
Yea, ſuddenly they dare at him 
to ſhoot, and fear it not. 


Ver. 3, & 4. In perſonal ſcoffings and revilings, the tongue performs 
the part of a! ſward; bitter words,” ſpoken in ſecret, and at a diſtance 
from him who is the ſubje of them, are like ! arrows,” The tongue, 
in both theſe capacities, was employed agaiuft that PERFECT ONE, 
the holy Jeſus, in the days of his fleſh. | 
5 In ill encourage they themſelves, 
and their ſnares cloſe do lay : 
Together conference they have, 
who ſhall them lee ? they ſay. 
6 They have ſearch'd out iniquities, 
a perfect ſearch they keep: | 
Of each of them the inward thought, 
and very heart 1s deep. 


7 God ſhall an arrow ſhoot at them, 
and wound them ſuddenly. 
8 So their own tongue ſhall them confound 
all who them ſee ſhall fly. | 
9 And on all men a fear ſhall fall; 
God's works they ſhall declare ; ; 
For they ſhall wiſely notice take 


what theſe his doings are. ; 
| = Ver. 7, 
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PSALM LXV. 
Ver. 7, & 8 While the enemies of the “ Juſt One”? were ſhoo ting 
in ſecret at him, Hz that dwelleth in the heavens was le-elling an ar- 
row at them, and one which would not fail to take place. It accor- 
dingly did ſo; and the direful imprecations of * their own tongues ſell,” 
in unexampled vengeance, on the heads of them and their children, 
who continued to juſtify the deeds of their fathers. All would « flee 
* away” from the puniſhment of Jeruſalem 5”? let all, then, depart 
from the ſins which occaſioned it; 641 
Ver 9. It is remarkable, that the deſolation of the once holy and 
beloved city, filled “ all men with fear” and aſtoniſhment, forcing 
them to acknowledge and“ declare“ it to be the work of God,” 


10 In God the right'ous ſhall rejoice, 
| and truſt upon his might ; 
| Yea, they ſhall greatly glory all, 
in heart that are upright. 
Ver. 10. As ſorrow; ſooner or later, will be the portion of Meſſiah's 
enemies, ſo joy is the high privilege of his friends and diſciples. The 
8 


« righteous“ man alone can be truly“ glad,” becauſe he alone can be 
glad © in the Lord” Jeſus, the object of all his confidence. | 


* 


PSALM LXV. 


1 DRAISE waits for thee in Zion, Lord: 
to thee vows paid ſhall be: 
2 O thou that hearer art of pray'r, 


all fleſh ſhall come to thee. 
e, 3 Iniquities, I muſt confeſs, 
, prevail againſt me do: 


But as for our tranſgreſſions, 
them purge away thalt thou, 


Ver. 3. The verſe conſiſteth of two parts. Firſt an acknowledgment. 
of guilt, © Iniquities prevail aganſt me;“ like whereunto is the apoſtle 
Paul's complaint, O wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver me 
© from this body of death! The ſecond part of the verſe intimates 
an aſſurance of pardon, thro' the atoning blood, As for our tranſ- 


« greſfions, thou ſhalt purge them away;” exactly correſponding to 
the anſwer which the Apoſtle returneth to himſelf; „I thank God, 
© through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” Rom. vii. 


4 Bleſt is the man whom thou doſt chooſe, 
| and mak'ſt approach to thee, 

That he within thy courts, O Lord, 
may {till a dweller be : 

We ſurely ſhall be fatisfy'd 
with thy abundant grace, 85 

And with the goodnels of thy houſe 
cv'n of thy holy place. | 


Fer. 7, Ver. 4. 


— 
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Ver: 4. Bleſſed are they, who are choſen out of the world. and ad- 
mitted to the privileges of God's houſe; but bleſſed, above all bleſſing 
and praiſe, is the man Chriſt Jeſus, elect, precious, choſen of God to 
de an High Prieſt for ever; to make interceſſion for his people in the 
courts of heaven; that where he is, they may be alſo. Then ſhall we 
indeed be ſatisfied with the pleaſures of thy houſe, O Lord, even of 


„ thy holy temple.” e 
5 O God of our ſalvation, 
thou in tby right'ouſneſe, 
By fearful works unto our pray'rs 
thine anſwer doſt expreſs : 
Therefore the ends of all the earth, 
and thoſe afar that be 
Upon the fea, their confidence, 
O Lord, will place in thee. | 
Ver. 5. The ancient church ſoretelleth, that God would © anſwer” 
her prayers for the coming of Meſſiah, by « wonderful things in 
« righteouſneſs ;'* which was brought to paſs by the death and reſur- 
rection of Chriſt, the overthrow of idolatry, and the converſion of the 
nations. Then © the God of falvation”” became “ the confidence of all 
« the ends of the earth, and the inhabitants of the moſt diſtant 
<« iſlands” believed in Jeſus. By « wonderful things in righteouſneſs,” 
will the prayers of the church, which now is, be anſwered at the ſecond 
manifeſtation of the Son of God, in the glory of bis Father. 
6 Who, being girt with pow'r, ſets faſt, 
by his great ftrength, the hills ; 
7 Who noiſe of ſeas, noiſe of their waves, 
and people's tumult ſtills. 
8 Thoſe in the utmoſt parts that dwell 
are at thy ſigns afraid: 
Th' out-goings of the morn and ev'n 
by thee are joyful made. | 
Ver. 8. Theſe “ tokens, or ſigns,” at the publication of the goſpel, 
produced a ſaving ** fear” of God among the nations, « dwelling in 


« rhe uttermoſt parts of the earth.. The iſles,” ſaith Iſaiah on the 
ſame occaſion, © ſaw it, and feared ; the ends of the earth were afraid; 


they drew near, and came.“ Iſai, xli. 5. And then it was, that „the 


© ocutgoings of the morning and evening,“ all the inhabitants of the 
earth, as many as experienced the ſweet viciſſitudes of day and night, 
ef morning and evening, were made © to rejoice” in God their Saviour; 
whoſe name was praiſed, from the riſing to the ſetting ſun. 
9 The earth thou viſit'ſt, wat'ring it: 
thou maE'ſt it rich to grow 
With God's full flood ; thou corn prepar'ft 


when thou provid'ſt it ſo, 


10 Her 


8 


A 


Her 


— 


PSALM IXV. 


10 Her rigs thou wat'reſt plentouſly : 
her furrows ſettleſt: 8 
With ſhow'rs thou doſt her mollify, _ 
her ſpring by thee is bleſt. i 
Ver. 9. This beautiſul deſcription may put us in mind of the gra- 
cious vilitations of the Holy Spirit, the “ riches“ of divine mercy, pou- 


red upon the hearts of men, from the exhauſtleſs © river of God; 


and the bountiful provifion mad: thereby, for the relief of ſpiritual fa- 
mine. 


Ver. 10. Thus doth the good Spirit of God, both prepare the hearts 
of his people, for the reception of the word, and alſo enable them to 
bear fruit, bringing forth ſome an hundred fold, ſome fixty, ſome thir - 
« ty,” Matt. xiit. | 

11 So thou the year moſt lib'rally 
© Coſt with thy goodneſs crown; 
And all thy paths abundantly 
on us drop fatneſs down. 
I2 They drop upon the paſtures wide 
that do in defarts lie : 
The little hills on ev'ry ſide 
rejoice right pleaſantly. 

Ver. IT. It is the ſame God, who will crown, with everlaſting 
goodneſs, the acceptable year, the year of his redeemed ; when the 
Spirit ſhall have accompliſhed his work ; when God ſhall be glorified 


in his ſaints ; and heaven, as well as earth, ſhall be full of the goodneſs 
of JzHOVAH. in | 


Ver. 12. So the Spirit, when poured out, from on high, upon the 


Gentile world, converted that © wildernefs”” into a “ fruitful ſield.“ 
See la. xxxv. * ; 


13 With flocks the paſtures cloathed be 
the vales with corn are clad; 
And now they ſhout and ſing to thee, 
for thou haſt made them glad. 


Ver. 13. Manifold and marvellous, O Lord, are thy works, whether 
of nature, or of grace; ſurely, in wiſdom and loving kindneſs haſt thou 
made them all. 


— 


PSALM- LXVI. 
I ALL lands, to God in joyful ſounds 


aloft your voices raiſe. | 
2 Sing forth the honour of his name; 
and glorrous make his praiſe. 
3 Say unto God, How terrible 
in all thy works art thou ? * 


M Thro? 
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Through thy great pow'r thy foes to thee 
ſhall be conſtrain'd to bow. | 


Ver, 1, & 2. The people of God, throughout all the world,” are 
here called upon, to lift up their voice, like the jubilee trumpet of old, 
in thankſgiving ; to celebrate that N a M E, which is above every name; 
to make His praiſe glorious, both by word and deed ; that ſo, others, 
hearing their voices, and ſecing their works, may be led to glorify Him 
in like manner. ig? 

Ver. 3. The ſubjects propoſed are the various and awſul maniſeſta- 
tions of divine „power; of that power which made, and which con- 
tinues to ſupport the world; which overthrows, and raiſes up empires; 
which ſubverted the kingdom of Satan, eſtabliſhed that of Enritk and 


cauſed its enemies either to relinquiſh, or diſſemble their hoſtility, 


Happy the man, whoſe heart and affections unfeignedly “ ſubmit them- 
«* ſclves” to the ſceptre of Meſhah. | | 
4 All on the earth ſhall worſhip thee, 
they ſhall thy praiſe proclaim 
In ſongs ; they ſhall ſing chearfully 
| unto thy holy name. - 
- $5 Come, and the works that God hathwrought - 
with admiration ſee: | 
In's working to the ſons of men 
moſt terrible 1s he. 


Ver. 4. A day is coming, when chis ſhall be the caſe, in an unlimi- 
ted ſenſe of the words. | 


6 Into dry land the fea he turn'd: 
and they a paſſage had ; 
Ev'n marching through the flood on foot, 
there we in him were glad. 
5 He ruleth ever by his pow'r, 
his eyes the nations ſee : 
O let not the rebellious ones 
lift up themſelves on high, 
Ver. 7. The uncontrollable ſovereignty, and ſuperintend ing provi- 
dence of our God and King, are topics, on which we ſhould ever de- 


light to dwell, . Eſtabliſh, O Lord, thy kingdom within us, and ſuf- 
fer not our < rebellious'* paſſions to “ exalt themſelves” againſt it. 


8 Ye people, bleſs our God : aloud 
the voice ſpeak of his praiſe. 
9 Our ſoul in life who fave preſerves, 
our foot from fliding ſtays. 
10 For thou didſt prove, and try us, Lord, 
as men do ſilver try: 


11 Eroughtẽ'ſt 
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11 Brought'| us into the net, and mad'ſt 


bands on our Joins to lie. 


Ver. 8, & 9. But chiefly are we bound to * bless“ and “ praiſe” 
God, for that goodneſs and mercy, by which our feet are turned back 
from the ways of death, placed in the path of © life,” and enabled to 
walk therein, without falling into perdition ; until, having finiſhed our 
pilgrimage in the world, we lye down in peace, and our fleſn reſteth 
zweetly in hope. 

Ver. 10. 'Iry us, O God; but enable us to ſtand the trial! 

12 Thou haſt caus'd men ride o'er our heads; 
and tho' that we did paſs 
Thro' fire and water, yet thou brought'ſt 
us to a wealthy place. | | 
13 Til bring burnt-off rings to thy houſe : 
to thee my vows I'll pay, 
14 Which my lips utter'd; my mouth ſpake 
when trouble on me lay. | 
Ver. 13, & 14. Under the goſpel, the obligation of © going to 
* the houſe of God,” and there © bringing our offerings,” itill con- 
tinnes ; but the offerings are changed. The legal ſacrifices have been 
aboliſhed by the oblation of the body of Chriſt, once for all. This ob. 
lation is commemorated in the Lord's ſupper ; at the celebration of 
which, we now offer up our prayers and praiſes, ourſelves, our ſouls, 
- and bodies, a reaſonable, holy, and lively facrifice, acceptable to God, 
in the name, and through the merits of the Redeemer. 
15 Burnt-facrifices of fat rams 
with incenſe I will bring: 
Of bullocks and of goats I will 
prefent an offering. | 
16 All that fear God, come, hear; I'll tell 
what he did for my ſoul. 
17 I with my mouth unto him cry'd, 
my tongue did him extol. 


* Ver, 16. Every man ſhould be ready, like David, to celebrate the 

* mercics of God vouchſafed to him, It is a debt of gratitude to his 

"x Saviour, who is glorified, and a debt of charity to his brethren, who. 
are cdified thereby; provided only, that it be done with ſobriety, and 
humility. : 


18 If in my heart I fin regard, 
the Lord me will not hear. 
19 But ſurely God me heard, and to 
my prayer's voice gave ear. 
20 O let the Lord, our gracious God, 
for ever bleſſed be, 
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'Who turned not my pray'r from him, 


nor yet his grace from me. 


Ver. 18. The prayer, which is heard,“ is the prayer of the peni- 
tent, heartily grieved and wearied with ſin, hating, and longing to be 
delivered from it. For God heareth not hypocrites, who, while they 
outwardly diſavow, yet inwardly © regard” and cheriſh © iniquity ; 
from which every one, who, nameth the name of Chriſt, ought to de- 
art. 
4 Ver. 19. David was heard, when God delivered him from his ene. 
mies, and ſet him on the throne of Iſrael ; Chriſt was heard, when 
God raiſed him from the dead, and exalted him to the right hand of 
the Majeſty in the heavens : and every man is heard, when God raiſes 
him from {in to righteouſneſs, as an earneſt of his ſuture reſurrection 


from duſt to glory. Let every ſuch man praiſe the Lord, and ſay, with 
David, in the laft verſe of our pſalm. 


—— 


| PSALM LXVII. 
I L. bleſs and pity us; 
ſhine on us with thy face; 
2 That th' earth thy way, and nations all 
may know thy ſaving grace. 
3 Let people praiſe thee, Lord 
let people all thee praiſe. 
4 Olet the nations be glad, 
in ſongs their voices raiſe ; 
Thou'lt juſtly people judge, 
on earth rule nations all. 
5 Let people praiſe thee, Lord; let them 
_ . praiſe thee, both great and ſmall. 
6 The earth her fruit ſhall yield; 
our God ſhall bleſſing fend. 
7 God ſhall us bleſs, men ſhall him fear 
unto earth's utmoſt end. 


| Seca Verſion. 
1 T ORD, unto us be merciful, 


do thou us alſo bleſs; 
And graciouſly cauſe ſhine on us 
the brightneſs of thy face : 
2 That ſo thy way upon the earth 
to all men may be known, 
Alſo among the nations all 


, Thy faving health be ſhown. : 


Ver. 1. 
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Ver. 1. The Iſraclitiſh church, by the mouth of the prophet, expreſ- 
ſeth her ardent deſire after Meſſiah's coming, and appearance in the 
fleſh ; ſhe prayeth, that Jeuovan would © cauſe his face to ſhine upon 
her,“ by the riſing of the Sun of righteouſneſs, making her to be- 
hold the glory of God in the face af Jeſus Chriſt. | 


3 O let the people praiſe thee, Lord; 
let people all thee praiſe. | 
4 O let the nations be glad, 
and ſing for joy always: 
For rightly thou thalt people judge, 
and nations rule on earth. 
5 Let people praiſe thee, Lord; let all 
the folk praiſe thee with mirth. 


Ver. 3. As if it had been ſaid-—— Hitherto, indeed, bleſſed Lords 
thou haſt thought fit to make me the guardian and keeper of that great 
depoſit, thy true religion, from which the nations revolted, and fell: 
but the time is coming, when, by the goſpel of thy dear Son, they ſhall 
again be called to the knowledge of thee. Haſten, then, O haſten the 
dawning of that happy day, when congregations of converted Gentiles 
ſhall every where li:t up their voices, and, perhaps in the words of this 
very pſalm, ſing to thy praiſe and glory! 

Ver. 4. And a very ſufficieut cauſe, ſurely, is here aſſigned, why 
the © nations” ſhould “ be glad, and ſing for joy,” upon the erection 
of Meſſiah's kingdom in the midit of them; namely, becauſe he would 
« judge the people rightcouſly;” breaking the yoke of the oppreſſor, 
and the iron rod of the prince of this world; becoming himſelf an ad- 
vocate in the cauſe of his church ; introducing her into the glorious li- 
berty of the children of God, whoſe fervice is perfect freedom; and, 
with a ſceptre, around which juſtice and mercy are wreathed together, 
„governing the nations upon earth.” | 

Ver. 5, & G. Tien, when that long expected time ſhall arrive, the 


« earth ſhall yield her increaſe ;”* the nations of the world ſhall be con- 


verted to the faith, and become fruitful in every good word and work, 
through the benediction of heaven upon them. 


6 Then ſhall the earth yield her increaſe ; 
God, our God bleſs us ſhall. 

7 God ſhall us bleſs ; and of the earth 
the ends ſhall fear him all. 


Ver. 7. The evangelical © b'ic{lings,” phedited in this pſalm, have 
been long ſince poured out upon “ the ends of the earth,“ by the boun- 
tiful hand of God in Chriſt. Let us beſeech him to pour them out 
more and more upon the whole hun.an race, 


PSALM LXVIII. 
I I God ariſe, and ſcattered 
— let all his en'mies be: 
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And let all thoſe that do him hate 
before his preſence flee. 
2 As ſmoke is driv'n, ſo drive thou them: 
as fire melts wax away, 
Before God's face let wicked men 
ſo periſh and decay. 


Ver. I. Theſe words were uſed by Moſes, aud by David when the 
ark was carried forward. The church of God may now celebrate, in 
the ſame terms, the ſubſtance of the foregoing ſhadows ; and ſing the 
Praiſes of her Redeemer, riſing from the dead, and preceding the Iſ- 
rael of God, to the true land of promiſe; when his enemies, © the 
powers of darkneſs, fin and death,” were ſcattered, and they that 
hated him fled before him. 

Ver. 2. So let all thine enemies periſh, O Lord, within us. Let 
our vain imaginations be diſperſed before thy Spirit, and our corrup- 


tions melt and die away, at the preſence of thy light and thy truth. 
3 But let the righteous be glad: 
let them before God's ſighs 
Be very joyful; yea, let them 
rejoice with all their might. 
4 To God ſing, to his name ſing praiſe: 
extol him with your voice, 
That rides on heav'n by his name JAR, 
before his face rejoice. 


5 Becauſe the Lord a father is 
unto the fatherleſs; 

God is the widow's judge, within 
his place of holineſs. 

6 God doth the ſolitary ſet 
in fanilies ; and from bands 

The chain'd doth free; but rebels do 

inhabit parched lands. 


Ver. 5. After the deſcription of God's & majeſty,” the Pſalmiſt pro- 
cecds to make mention of his © mercy” towards the affficted Iſraelites, 
who had ſuffered ſo much, in Egypt, and in the wilderneſs. The cauſe 
of the © fathericfs and widow' he takes into his own hands. But 
never did he do this in*ſo full and extenſive a manner, as when, 
by becoming man, he betrothed his church to himſelf, in righteovinels, 
and became a father to her fatherleſs children. 

Ver. 6. The “ ſolitary, or deſtitute,” in this verſe, are the ſame per- 
ſons with the © fatherleſs and widow,” in the foregoing ; thoſe whole 
fathers and families had been deſtroyed in Egypt, or fallen in the wil- 
derneſe; who, thereſore, were left alone, deſtitute of help. Thefe God 
aſterwards © made to fit down in families,” bleſled them with a nu— 
merous progeny, aud the peacerble enjoyment oi demeſtic _— 
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Thus hath ſince been ni ock the ſame tender care of heaven, in 


calling home the wretched outcaſts among the nations, and admitting 


them into the holy and happy family of the children of God. 


7 O God, what time thou didſt go forth 

before thy people's face 

And when thro” the great wilderneſs 
thy glorious marching was; 

8 Then at God's preſence ſhook the earth, 

then drops from heaven fell: 

This Sinai ſhook before the Lord, 
the God of Iſrael. 


9 O God, thou to thine heritage 
didſt ſend a plent'ous rain, 
Whereby thou, when it weary was, 
didſt it refreſh again. 
10 Thy congregation then did make 
their habitation chere: 


Of thine own goodneſs for the poor, 
O God, thou didſt prepare. 


Ver. 9. As the heavens, at the command of God, rained down man- 
ra, &c, to ſtrengthen and refreſh the well nigh famiſhed people, in 
the wilderneſs ; ſo, by the deſcent of the Spirit from above, bringin 
wich him the word of life, the church, in her infaut and languid ſtate, 
was mightily confirmed and invigorated. f 

Ver. 10. By the miniſtration of the word and ſacraments, in the 
Chriſtian church, the true manna, tbe bread which cometh down, with 
the dew of God's bleſſing, from heaven, is continually furniſhed, for 
the nouriſhment of thoſe, who © hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs.” 


I: « falls round about our camp :” thus O GOD“ thou haſt prepared, 


* of thy goodneſs, for the poor in ſpirit. 


11 The Lord himſelf did give the word, 
| the word abroad did ſpread ; 
Great was the company of them 
the ſame who publiſhed, 
12 Eings of great armies foiled were, 
and forc'd to flee away ; | 
And women who remain'd at home 
did diſtribute the prey. 
Ver. 11. When the enemies of man's ſalvation were vanquiſhed by 
the reſurrection of Chtiſt, and the heathen nations were to own his 


po again “ the Lord gave the word.” It was publiſhed, at firſt, 


y apoſtles, conſeſſors, and martyrs, and hath been ſiuce publiſhed con- 
wnually, by all the churches, 


Ver, 13. Thus, in the ſpiritual war, apoſtles, conſeſſors, and martyrs 
; went 
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PSALM LXVII. 
went out to the battle, fonght, and conquered ; while the benefits 
of the victory extended to thouſands and millions, who, without being 
expolcd to their conflicts and torments, have enjoyed the ſruit of their 
labours. 

13 Tho? ye have lien among the. pots, 
like doves ye thall appear, 

Whoſe wings with ſilver, and with gold 

whoſe feathers cover'd are. : 

14 When there th' Almighty ſcatter'd kings, 
like Salmon's ſnow 'twas white. — 

15 GodJ's hill is like to Baſhan hill, 

like Baſhan's hill for height. 
Ver. 13. Thus the church of Chriſt, emerged from a ſtate of per- 


ſecution and tribulation, into one of ſplendour and magnificence, And 


ſuch is the change made in the ſpiritual condition of any- man, when 


he paſſes from the bondage of corruption, into the glorious liberty of 
the ſons of God; he is inveſted with the robe of righteouſneſs, and a- 
dorned with tlie graces of the Spirit of Lolineſs. ; 


16 Why do ye leap, ye mountains high? 
this is the hill where God 
Defires to dwell ; yea, God in it 
for ay will make abode. 
17 God's chariots twenty thouſand are, 
thouſands of angels ſtrong : 
In's holy place God is, as in 
mount Sinai them among. 


Ver. 16. The privileges of Zion being transferred to the Chriſtian 
church; ſhe became, and, while the world laſts, will continue to be the 
« hill in which God delighteth to dwell:“ ſhe will therefore be juſtly 
entitled to the pre- eminence over al; that may ſeem to be great and 
glorious in the world. 

Ver. 17. The Pſalmiſt, in the precedirſg verſe, had declared Zion 
to be the habitation of JeEnovan. In this verſe is deſcribed the majeſty 
and magnificence of his appearance there, as a mighty conqueror of 
the enemies of his people, riding upon the cherubim, as in a triumphal 
chariot, with all the hoſts of heaven, as it were in his retinue. 'Thus 
God deſcended on Sinai, with the fire, the cloud, and the glory; thus 
he manifeſted himſeif, when takiag poſſeſſion of * the holy place,” 
prepared for hm in Zion; 2 Chron. v. 13. and in ſome ſuch manner 
we may ſuppoſe King Meſſiah to have entered heaven at his aſcenſion, 


when he went up in the clouds, with power and great plory, and all tl 
the attendant ſpirits joined his train, rejoicing to miniſter to their pe 
Lord, and increaſe the pomp and ſplendour of that glorious day. ſt 
18 Thou haſt, O Lord, moſt glorious by 


aſcended up on high; i 
And 
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And in triumph victori'ous led 
captive captivity.: _ 
Thou haſt received gifts for men, 
for ſuch as did rebel; 
Yea, ev'n for them, that God the Lord 


in midſt of them might dwell. 


Ver. 18. See Epheſ. iv.“ Thou haſt aſcended on high ;'” Thou, 
) Chriſt, who didſt deſcend, from the right hand of the Majeſty in 
the heavens, to the lower parts of the earth, art again aſcended from 
the lower parts of the earth, to the right hand of the Majeity in the 
heavens : „thou haſt led captivity captive;;”” thou haſt conquered the 
conqueror, bound the ſtrong one, redeemed human nature from the 
grave, and triumphantly carried it, with thee, to the throne of God; 
«+ thou had received gifts for men, yea, for the rebellious alſo;“ and 
being thus aſcended into thy glory, thou haſt received of the Father 
tke promiſe of the Spirit, with all his gifts and graces, to beſtow upon 
the ſons of men ; even upon ſuch as heretofore have not only broken 
thy laws, but appeared in arms againſt thee ; yet of ſuch as theſe, eon- 
verted by the power of thy goſpel, wilt thou form and eſtabliſh a church: 
* that the Lo RD God may dwell among them;“ that ſo, of thy faith- 
ful people, gathered from all parts of the world, may be built up a liv- 
ing temple © an habitation of God through the Spirit,” 


19 Bleſt be the Lord, who is to us 
bol our ſalvation God, 
* Who daily with his benefits 
us plent'ouſly doth load. 
20 He of ſalvation is the God, 
who is our God moſt ſtrong; | 
And unto God the Lord from death 


n the iſſues do belong. | - 
y 21 But ſurely God ſhall wound the head 

id | of thoſe that are his foes ; 

1 The hairy ſcalp of him that ſtill 

ty on in his treſpaſs goes. | | 

2 22 God ſaid, My people I will bring | | s 
me | again from Baſhan hill; 

us Yea, from the ſea's devouring deeps 

Ne them bring again I will: 

1Cr 

on, Ver. 2t. This verſe begins a prediction of that vengeance, which 

all the perſon, who was © aſcended on high, would infallibly execute u- 

Er pon his impenitent enemies, and which was ſhadowed forth in the de- 


ſtruction of the enemies of Iſrael, by David, after that the ark of God 

was placed upon the hill of Zion. See 2 Sam, viii. The expreſſions, 

the head,” and © the hairy crown, denote the principal part, the 

ſirength, the pride, and the glory of the adverſary, which was to be ” 
\nd cruſhed 


' 
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cruſhed according to the original ſentence ; © He ſhall bruiſe thy 
% E AD.“ Gen. iii. 15. 

Ver. 22. By the glorious reſurreQion, and triumphant aſcenſion 
of King Meſhah, by the conqueſts of the goſpel, and the unparal- 
leled overthrow of its oppoſers, were theſe figures real ized, and theſe 
fazdows changed into ſubſtance, ; 

23 That in the blood of enemies 
thy foot imbru'd may be, 
And of thy dogs dipt in the ſame 
the tongues thou mayelt ſee. 
24 Thy goings they have ſeen, O God, 
the ſteps of majeſty 
Of my God, and my mighty King, 
: within the ſanctu'ary. ö 


Ver. 24. The people of Iſrael had a pledge and earneſt of thoſe 
mighty things which God would do for them, by the joyful and vice 
torious manner, in which, with the ark of his preſence, he had taken 
poſſeſnion of the place prepared for him on mount Zion, and gone 
* into the ſanctuary.“ A like pledge and earneſt of her future en- 


largement and cxaltation, was the aſcenſion of her Lord and Head, te 


the Chriſtian church. | 


25 Before went fingers, players next 
on inſtruments took way ; 
And them among the damſels were 
that did on timbrels play. 
26 Within the congregations _ .- 
bleſs God with one accord ; 
From Iſra'l's fountain do ye bleſs 
and praiſe the mighty Lord. 
Ver. 26. The ſenſe of this latter clauſe is, Bleſs the Lord, ye whe 
* are ſprung from the ſtock of Iſrael;“ thus is the duty of N 
end thankſziving enforced on the congregations of the faithful, in 
Ages. 
FO 27 With their prince, little Benjamin, 
princes and council there 
Of Judah were ; there Zabulon's 
and Napht'li's princes were, 
23 Thy God commands thy ſtrength: make ſtrong 
what thou wrought'ſt for us, Lord. 
29 For thy honfe at Jeruſalem 
kings ſhall thee gifts afford. 


Ver. 27. Thus, after the publication of the Goſpel, the nations ffoc- 
ked into the church, both thoſe that were near, and thoſe that were afar 
off ; power, wiſdom, and learning, ſubmitted themſelves to the king-» 


dom, and conſpired to ſet forth the glory of Meſſiali. 
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Ver. 28. The former part of this verſe contains a comfortable affu- 


rance given to his church, that God had made proviſion, and iffved out 
orders, for her eſtabliſhment and ſecurity. In the latter clauſe is a 
prayer, that he would accompliſh all his counſels concerning her ; and, 
as he had begun a good work, ſo that he would vouchſafe to perſect 
it ; unto the day of the-Lord. 

er. 29. David foretels, that on the eſtabliſhment of the then church 
and worſhip in Jeruſalem, the kings of the Gentiles ſhould come, and 
make there oblations at the temple of God ; which happened in his 
days, and thoſe of his ſon Solomon, as an earneſt and figure of that 
plenary acceſſion of the kings of the earth to the church of Chriſt, 
which was to take place in the latter days, under the goſpel. 


30 The ſpearmen's hoſt, the multitude 

of bulls which fiercely look, 

Thoſe calves, which people have forth ſent, 
O Lord our God, vebuke, 

Tilt ev'ry one ſubmit himſelf, 
and filyer pieces bring : 

The people that delight in war 
diſperſe, O God and King. 

Ver. zo. We have here a prophetical prayer againſt the enemies of 
the Ifrachitiſh church. The Chriſtian church, in like manner, throꝰ 
faith in the power of her Lord, riſen from the dead, and aſcended into 
beaven, prayeth for the confufion of her implacable enemies, who de- 
Uht in oppoſing the kingdom of Meſſiah. 

31 Thoſe that be princes great ſhall then 
come out of Egypt lands, 
And Ethiopia to God 
ſhall ſoon ſtretch ont her hands. 
32 O all ye kingdoms of the earth, 
ſing praiſes to this King ; 
For he is Lord that ruleth all, 


unto him praiſes ſing. 
Ver. 31. See Acts viii. 27. | 
Ver. 32. © Rapt into future times,” the prophet exhorteth, not Ju- 
dea only, but all „the kingdoms of the earth,“ to unite in chanting 
forth the praiſes of their God and Saviour. In the fulneſs of time, this 
exhortation was heard and obeyed; for Euſebius informs vs, that the 
primitive Chriſtians, when, delivered from the rage of perſecuting ty- 
rants, could find no words ſo well calculated to expreſs the joy and 
gladneſs of their hearts, as the ſongs of Moſes, and David, and the pro- 


phets, which ſeemed to have been divinely penned on purpoſe for their 


uſe, upon that glorious occaſion, 
33 To him that rides on heav'ns of heav'ns, 
which he of old did found ; 
Lo, he ſends out his voice, a voice 
in might that doth abound, 


34 Strength 
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34 Strength unto God do ye aſcribe; _ 
fror his excellency | 
Is over Iirae! ; his ſtrength 
| is in the clouds moſt high. 42 
Ver. 23. The praiſes of the church are ſung to Him who, after his 
ſufferings here below, re-aſcended to take poſſeſſion of his ancient 
throne, high above all heavens; who from thence ſpeaketh to the 
world by his glorious goſpel, mighty and powerful, as thunder, in its 
effects upon the hearts of men, See Pſal. xxix. throughout. The power 
of Chriſt's voice, when he was on earth, appeared by the effects which 
followed, when he ſaid, « Young man, ariſe; Lazarus, come forth; 
« Peace, be till ;”* and it will yer farther appear, when “ all that are 
« in the graves ſhall hear the voice of the Son of man, and come forth.“ 
Ver. 34. God requires his people to aſcribe unto him the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory; to glorify him as the Creator and 
Governor of che world, the Redeemer and Sanctifier of his church. 
35 Thou'rt from thy temple dreadful, Lord, 
Iſra'Ps own God is he, 
Whoygives his people ſtrength and pow'r - 
O let God bleſſed be. 


Ver. 35. Such is the preſence of a glorified Saviour, by his Spirit, 
in the Chriſtian church. ; 


* 


| PSALM -LAIX; De 
1 GAVE me, O God, becauſe the floods 
; do ſo environ me, - 
That ev'n unto my very ſoul 
come in the waters be. . 
2 I downward in deep mire do fink, 
where ſtanding there 1s none : 
I am into deep waters come, 
where floods have 9'er me gone. 
Ver. 1, & 2. As the head of the church, he beſeecheth the Father 
to © ſave,” through him, his myſtical body. The divine diſpleaſure, 


like a ſtormy tempeſt, was let looſe upon him; the ſins of the world, 


as deep mire, incloſed and detained him ; whilſt all the waters of 
affliction went over his head. F 


—— 


3 I weary with my crying am, 
my throat is alſo dry'd : 
Mine eyes do fail, while for my God 
I waiting do abide. 
4 Thoſe men that do, without a cauſe, 
bear hatred unto me, 
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PSALM LXIX. 
Than are the hairs upon my head 


in number more they be: 


Ver. 3. This verſe deſeribes the effects of thoſe ſupplications which 
the Son of God offered up, “ with ſtrong et yings and tears, in the days 
« of his fleſh,” Heb. v. 7.{; of that thirſt, which, through loſs of blood 
on the croſs, © dried his throat ;?” and of that long and patient endu- 
rance, when his © eyes failed,” and were cloſed in darkneſs, while his 
faith “ waited” for the deliverance promiſed by the Father. 

Ver. 4. The only innocent Perſon in the world ſuffered for its guilt, 
making ſatisfaction for wrongs which he never did, and “ reſtoring 
© that which he took not away.“ 

They that would me deſtroy, and are 
mine en'mies wrongfully, 
Are mighty : ſo, what I took not, 
to render forc'd was I. 
5 Lord, thou my folly know'ſt ; my ſins 
not cover'd are from thee. 
6 Let none that wait on thee be ſham'd, 
Lord God of hoſts, for me : 


Ver. 5. The iniquities committed by us, but“ laid on him ;” he 
mentions, as if they had been his own; the head complaining of dif- 
caſes incident only to the members. | 

Ver. 6, & 7. The Son of God prefers a petition to the Father, that 
his diſciples may not be ſcandalized on account of his paſſion, or be 
tempted to relinquiſh their truſt in God, at beholding his only and be- 
loved Son forſaken on the croſs, | 


O Lord, the God of Iſrael, 
let none who ſearch do make, 
And ſeek thee, be at any time 
confounded for my fake. | 
7 For I have borne reproach for thee, 
my face is hid with ſhame. 
8 To brethren ſtrange, to mothers ſons 
an alien I became. 


Ver. 8, & 9. See on theſe verſes John i. 11. John ii. 17. Rom. 
XV, 3- 


of Becauſz the zeal did eat me up 
which to thine houſe J bare; 
And the reproaches caſt at thee 
upon me fallen are. 
10 My tears and faſts, t' afflict my ſoul, 
were turned to my ſhame. 
11 When ſackcloth I did wear, to them 
a proverb I became, 
N Ver. 10, 


PS ALM LXIXX. 
Ver. 10, & 11. To expiate the ſins of his creatures, the King of 
glory became a man of ſorrows; he put on mortal fleſh, as a peniten- 
tial garment; he faſted, and prayed, and mourned, and wept, and hum- 
bled himſelf to the duſt, as if he had been the offender, and we the 
righteous perſons, that needed no repentance. And what return was 


made him? „It was to his reproach, and he became a proverb to them, 
for whom he ſuffered. | 


: 12 The men that in the gate do fit 
_ againſt me evil ſpake ; 
They alſo that vile drunkards were 
of me their ſong did make. 
13 But in an acceptable time 
my pray'r, Lord, is to thee : 
In truth of thy ſalvation, Lord, 
and mercy great, hear me. 


— * — 
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Ver. 13. The © acceptable time,” in which Chriſt prayed, was the 
time when he offered the great propitiatory Sacrifice. Through the 
merit of that Sacrifice it is that we have an acceptable time, and a 
« day of ſalvation,” allowed us. Behold, N o w is that time; behold, 
No w 1s that day! Let us not delay, one moment, to uſe and impreve 


it aright. 
14 Deliver me out of the mire, 
I} from ſinking do me keep: 
I: Free me from thoſe that do me hate, 
| | | and from the waters deep. 
10 15 Let not the flood on me prevail, 
19 whoſe water overflows, 
bi Nor deep me ſwallow, nor the pit 
her mouth upon me cloſe. 


Ver. 14, & 15. The purport of the petition is, that the ſins of the 
world, and the ſufferings due to them, may not finally overwhelm him, 
nor the grave © ſhut her mouth upon him“ for ever. | 
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16 Hear me, O Lord, becauſe thy love 

and kindneſs is moſt good: 
Turn unto me according to 

thy mercies multitude, 

17 Nor from thy ſervant hide thy face ; 
I'm troubled, ſoon attend. 

13 Draw near my ſoul, and it redeem : 
me from my foes defend. 


Ver. 16, 17, 18, & 19. As afflictions increaſe, the prayers are re- 
doubled. | 


19 To 


18 


re- 


To 


PS ALM IXIX. 


19 To thee is my reproach well known, 
my ſhame and my diſgrace: 
Thoſe that inine adverſaries be 
are all before thy face. 
20 Reproach hath broke my heart, I'm full 
of grief: I look'd for one 
To pity me, but none I found; 
comforters found I none. 


Ver. 20, & 21. The argument urged by Chriſt, in theſe moſt affec- 
ting words, is, that, in the extremity of his paſſion, he was left alone, 
without a comforter, a friend, or an attendant ; while, all that were 
round about him ſtudied to infuſe every bitter and acrimonious 13Zres 
dient into his cup of ſorrows. This was literally, as well as metapho- 
rically true, when © they gave him, to drink, vinegar mingled with 
« gall.” Such are the comforts often adminiſtred, by the world, to an 
afflicted and deſerted ſou]. 0 
21 They alſo bitter gall did give 

unto me for my meat; 
They gave me vinegar to drink, 
when as my thirſt was great. 
22 Before them let their table prove 
| a ſnare : and do thou make 
Their welfare and proſperity 
a trap themſelves to take. 


Ver. 22. The Hebrew verbs in this and the following verſes, may 
he rendered in the future, inſtead of the imperative, ſo that what ſeems 
an imprecation, will be a prediction. | 

23 Let thou their eyes fo dark'ned be, 
that ſight may them forſake; 
And let their loins be made by thee 
continually to ſhake. 
24 Thy fury pcur thou out on them, 
and indignation ; 
And let thy wrathful anger, Lord, 
faſt hold take them upon, 


Ver. 23. Aud ſuch till continues to be the ſtate of the Jews, not- 
withſtanding that intolerable weight of woe, which made * their loing 
„ to hake,“ and bowed down their backs to the earth. 

Ver. 24: Never was “ indignation fo poured out,“ never did “ wrath 
&« fo take hold” on any nation, as on that, which once was beyond 
every other, beloved and favoured. x Theſſ. ii. 16. 


— 


25 All waſte and deſolate let be 
their habitation, 
N 2 And 


— 


— ——— r rr—w1!! h! ĩðꝭ 
— — - — — - —— - 
- — - 


n > * 
— — — — . — — — — — . —_ _ 
4 — — 22 — — — — RS —— . - 
8 
E - n 
>. * - : 
” 
* 4 
0 . 
ry 


PSALM LXIX. 
And in their tabernacles all 
inhabitants he none; 
26 Becauſe him they do perſecute 
whom thou didſt ſmite before, 
They talk unto the griet of thoſe 
whom thou haſt wounded ſore. 


Ver. 25. Our Lord ſaid to the Jews, © Behold, your hovſe is leſt 
« unto you deſolate.” Matt. xxiii. 36. Jeruſalem was by the Roman ar- 
mies deſtroyed from the foundations. It hath been ſince indeed rebuilt, 
and inhabited by Gentiles, by Chriſtians, and by Saracens, but no more 
by the Jewiſh people. It is remarkable, that this verſe is applied, Acts 
i, 20. to Judas, conſidered as the head and repreſentative of that apoſe | 
tate nation. | . | 


* 


27 Add thou iniquity unto 
their former wickedneſs: 
And do not let them come at all 
into thy right'ouſneſs, 
28 Out of the book of life let them 
be raz'd and blotted quite, 
Among the juſt and righteous 
let not their names be writ, 


Ver. 4). As they added affliction to the afflictions of Chriſt, fo God 
permitted them to go on, blinded and deſerted, in their wickedneſs, 
ic adding fin to fin,” filling up the meaſure of their fathers, ſtill obſti. 
nately refuſing to partake of the © rightcouſneſs,”” which is by faith. 
From all thy judgements, gracious Go d, deliyer us; but, above all, 
from that which puniſhes one ſin with another, and ſeals up the repro» 
bate to deſtruction, 


29 But now become exceeding poor 
and forrowful am I: 
By thy ſalvation, O my God, 
let me be ſet on high. 

30 The name of God I with a ſong 
_ moſt chearfully will praiſe ; 
And I, in giving thanks to him, 

his name ſhall highly raiſe. 


Ver. 29. Meſſiah returns to the ſubject of his own ſufferings which 
were not a little enhanced by the conſideration, that ſo many of his 
people would not be the better for them. I am “ poor and ſorrowful 
< poor,” for he was diveſted of his very garments ; © ſorrowful,“ ſor 
he was covered over with ſtripes and wounds. But he knew the hour 
was coming, when the ſalvation of God would raiſe him from the dead, 
and “ ſet him up on high.” 

Ver. zo. Here, as in the xxii. pſalm and many other palms, the 
ſcene changes from ſorrow to joy; from a ſtate of ſuffering to one of 

| triumph; 
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PSALM LXIX. 
triumph; from the paſſion to the reſurreRion. Jeſus, riſen from the 
dead, declares his reſolution of praiſing and magnifying the Father, for 


the ſalvation of the world, happily accompliſhed by his labours and 
ſufferings, which were now for ever at an end. 


31 This to the Lord a ſacrifice 
more gracious ſhall prove, 
Than bullock, ox, or any beat 
that hath both horn and hoof. 
32 When this the humble mea ſhall ſee, 
it joy to them ſhall give: 
O all ye that do ſeek the Lord, 
you r hea rt ſhall cacr Jive, 


33 For God the poor hears, and will not 
his priſoners contemn. 
34 Let heav'n and earth, and ſeas him praiſe, 
and all that move in them. 
25 For God will Judah's cities build, 
and he will Zion ſave ; 
That they may dwell therein, and it 
in ſure poſſeſſion have. 


36 And they that are his ſervants ſeed 
inherit ſhall the ſame: 
90 ſhall they have their dwelling there 
that love his bleſſed name. 


PSALM LXX. 
L I, ORD, haſte me to deliver; 
with ſpeed, Lord, ſuccour me. 
2 Let them that for my ſoul do ſeek 
ſham'd and confounded be: 
Turn'd back be they and ſham'd, 
that in my burt delight. ö 
3 Tura'd back be they, Ha, ha, that ſay, 
their ſhaming to requite. | 
4 In thee let all be glad, 
and joy that ſeek for thee : 
Let them who thy ſalvation love, 
ſay ſtill, God praiſed be. 
5 I poor and needy am; 
come, Lord, and make no ſtay ; 


N 3 
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PSALM LXX. 
My help thou and deliv'rer art, 
O Lord, make no delay. 


Second Verſion, 
7 MK haſte, O God, me to preſerve; 3 


with ſpeed, Lord, ſuccour me. 
2 Let them that ſor my foul do ſeck 
ſham'd and confounded be : 
Let them be turned back; and ſham'd, 
that in my hurt delight. 
3 Turn'd back be they, Ha, ha, that ſay, 
their ſhaming to requite, 


4 O Ford, in thee let all be glad, 
and joy that ſeek for thee: 
Let them who thy ſalvation love 
fay ſtil, God praiſed be. 
5 But I both poor and needy am ; 
come, Lord, and make no ſtay : 
My help thou and deliv'rer art, 
O Lord, make no delay. 


The words of this Pſalm occur, without any material variations, in 
Pſal. xl. x3, to the end. 


P SALM LXXI, : 
4 1 O LORD, my hope and confidence 


1s plac i in thee alone: 
Then let dy ſervant never be 
put to confuſion. 
2 And let me, in thy right*ouſneſs, 
from thee deliv'rance have. 
Cauſe me eſcape ; incline thine ear 
i unto me, and me fave. 
1 3 Be thou my dwelling rock, to which 
1 1 h I ever nay reſort : 
os Thou gav'ſt commandment me to ſave, 
9 for thou'rt my rock and fort. 
4 Free me, my God, from wicked hands, 
Bri hands cruel and unjuſt. 
W 5 For thou, O Lord God, art my hope, 
i and from my youth my truſt. 
9 of 1 8 : Ver, 5. 
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PSALM LXXI. 


Ver. 5, & 6. The watchful care of heaven over us, at an age when 
we are able to take no care of ourſelves, deſerves conſideration. The 


love of Jeſus, ſhewn in paſſing through a ſtate of childhood for us, de- 
ſerves a ſtill more deep and devout conſideration, 


6 Thou from the womb didſt hold me up; 
thou art the ſame that me 
Out of my mother's bowels took ; 
I ever will praiſe thee. 
- To many | a wonder am; 
but thou'rt my refuge ſtrong. 
8 Filld let my mouth be with thy praiſe, 
and honour all day long, 
Ver. 7. David, baniſhed from his kingdom, was regarded as a 
« wonder,” or a prodigy of wretchedneſs : Chriſt, in his ſtate of humi- 


liation upon earth, was a * ſign,” every where * ſpoken againſt,” as 
Simeon foretold he would be. 


Ver. 8. Such likewiſe was thy deſire, O bleſſed Jeſus, in the days of 
thy fleſh, Ever grant that it may be ours, 


O do not caſt me off, when as 
old age doth overtake me ; 

And when my ſtrength decayed is, 1 
then do not thou forſake me. y 

10 For thoſe that are mine enemies 

againſt me ſpeak with hate : 

And they together counſel take 
that for my ſoul lay wait. 


Ver. 10, & 11, They who ſaw David aſcending mount Olivet in 
tears, when Abſalom had driven him from Jeruſalem ; and they who 
beheld Jeſus led forth out of the ſame Jeruſalem, to be crucified on 


mount Calvary, were tempted to regard both the one and the other, 
as finally deſerted by God. 


11 They ſaid, God leaves him; him purſue 
and take ; none will him ſave. 

12 Be thou not far ſrom me, my God: 
thy ſpeedy help I crave. 

13 Contound, conſume them, that unto 
my ſoul are enemies: 


Cloth'd be they with reproach and ſhame 
that do my hurt devile. 


14 But I with expectation 
will hope continually ; 


And yet with praifes more and more 
I will thee magnify, 


15 Thy 


PSALM LIXNI. 
15 Thy juſtice and ſalvation 
my mouth abroad ſhall ſhow, 
Ev'n all the day; for I thereof 
the numbers do nat know. 
Ver. T4, & 15. As there is no end to the loving-kindneſs of Ir no- 
van, there ſhould be none to our gratitude. The hope” of a Chriſ- 
tian “ giveth ſongs in the night,“ and enableth him to be thankſul, e- 
ven in the dark ſeaſon of afflictien. Paul and Silas not only prayed, 
but alſo “ ſang praiſes” to God, in a priſon, at midnight. Acts xvi. 25. 
16 And I will conſtantly go on 
in ſtrength of God the Lord : 
And thine own right'ouſneſs, ev'n thine 
alone, I will record, 
17 For, even from my youth, O God, 
| by thee I have been taught : 
And hitherto I have declar'd 
the wonders thou haſt wrought. 


Ver. 16. He who goeth to the battle againſt his ſpiritual enemies, 
ſnould go, confiding, not in his own „ ſtrength,” but in that of the 
Lord God; not in his own * righteouſneſs,” but in that of his Redeem- 


er. Such an one engageth, with Omnipotence on his ſide, and cannot 
but be victorious: PEE 


18 And now, Lord, leave me not when I 
o'd and gray-headed grow: 
Tilt to this age thy ſtrength and pow'r 
to all to come I ſhow. 
19 And thy moſt perfect right*ouſneſs, 
| O Lord, is very high, 
Who haſt ſo great things done: O God, 
who is like unto thee ? 


Ver. 19. What a ſorce is now added to theſe words, by the actual 
exaltation of the righteous Saviour © very high” above all heavens, and 
by the „ great things“ which he hath © done“ for his peoples ſouls ? 
Let them think on theſe things, and they ſhall moſt affectionately ſay, 
with David, „O God, who is like unto thee PP Delightful is thy love, 
O Lord Jeſus, beyond all pleaſure, more precious than much fine gold, 
and honourable above the thrones of the mighty ? 


20 Thou, Lord, who great adverſities, 
and fore, to me didſt ſhow, 
Shalt quicken, and bring me again 
from depths of earth below. 
21 My greatneſs and my pow'r thou wilt 
increaſe and far extend; a 
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PSALM LXXI. 
On ev'ry fide, againſt all grief, 
thou wilt me comfort ſend. 


Ver, 20, & 21. In David, delivered out of his troubles, and reftored 
to his throne, we behold our Lord, after his “ great and fore trouble, 
© literally quickened, or revived, brought up again from the depths of 
« the earth, increaſed in greatneſs, and comforted on every fide,” In 
him his people were virtually, by his grace they are actually, raiſed 
from fin and ſorrow, to righteouſneſs and comfort; and, ihrough his 
power, they ſhall be raiſed, from duſt and corruption, to glory and im- 
mortality. 
22 Thee, ev'n thy truth, I'll alſo praiſe, 
my God, with pſaltery : 
Thou holy One of 1frael, 
with harp PII ſing to thee. 
23 My lips ſhall much rejoice in thee, 
when I thy praiſes ſound ; 
My ſoul, which thou redeemed haſt, 
in joy ſhall much abound, 


Ver. 22, 23, & 24. The truth of God, in accompliſhing his promiſes 
by the redemption of our ſouls, and the confuſion of our ſpiritual en- 
emies, is a ſubject which demands a never ceaſing tribute of gratitude 
and love, of praiſe and thankſgiving. To celebrate it aright, with the 
melody of voices, and affections, all in perfect concord, is the duty and 
del.ght of the church militant; which, when thus employed, affords 
the beſt reſemblance of the church triumphant. 

24 My tongue thy juſtice ſhall proclaim, 
continuing all day long: 
For they confounded are, and ſham'd, 
that ſeek to do me wrong. 


PSALM EXXIL 
I O Lord, thy judgments give the king, 
his ſon thy right'ouſneſs. 
2 With right he ſhall thy people judge, 
thy poor with uprightneſs. 
3 The lofty mountains ſhall bring forth 
unto the people peace; 
Likewiſe the little hills the ſame 
ſhall do by right'ouſneſs. 


Ver. I, & 2. He aſks ſuch a portion of wiſdom and integrity from 
above, as might enable the young prince to govern aright the people 
of God, and to exhibit to the world a fair reſemblance of that King of 
Iſrael, who was, in the fulneſs of time, to fit upon © the throne of his 
„father David;“ Luke i. 32. to reign in righteouſneſs 3”? Ia, xxxii. 
1. and to have all judgement committed unto him.“ John v. 22. 

Ver. 2. 
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PSALM LXXIL 


Ver. 3. In the days of Meſſiah, © Beautifu] upon the mountains were 
the fect of them that brought the glad tidings of peace;“ which the 
fruit o the Spirit, in the charches, plainly thewed to have been deri- 
ved from above, through the righteouſneſs of the Redeemer, producing 
„ peace on earth.“ 


4 The people's poor ones he ſhall judge, 
the ncedy's children ſave; 
And thoſe ſhall he in pieces break 
who them oppreſſed rave. 
5 They ſhall thee fear, while ſun and moon 
do laſt, through ages all. 
6 Like rain on mown graſs he ſhall drop, 
or ſhow'rs on earth that fall. 
Ver, 4. This Chriſt performed, when, having undertaken the cauſe 


ef his people againſt the adverſary, he © ſaved” them by his reſurrec- 
tion, and © broke in pieces” the power of the great OPPRESSOR. 


Ver. 5. The kingdom of Solomon continued, in his own perſon, on- 


ly ſor forty years; but in his ſeed, that is, Chriſt, it is eſtabliſhed through- 
out all generations. He reigneth © over the houſe of Jacob for ever, 
* and of his kingdom there ſhall be no end.“ 

Ver. 6. What image can convey a better idea of thoſe moſt benefi- 
cial and bleſſed effects, which followed the deſcent of the Son of God 
upon the earth, and that of the Spirit, at the day of Pentecoſt ? 


7 The juſt ſhall flouriſh in his days, 
and proſper in his reign : | 
He ſhall, while doth the moon endure, 
abundant peace maintain. 
8 His large and great dominion ſhall 
from ſea to ſea extend: | 
It from the river ſhall reach forth 
unto earth's utmoſt end. 

Ver. 7. In the days of Meſſiah, the fruit of the Spirit was righteoul- 
nefs, and the fruit of righteouſneſs was © abundance of peace.” He 
was the true © Melchizedeck, or King of righteouſneſs,” and there ſore 
the true © Solomon, the King of Salem, the Prince of peace.” And 
ns peace is to endure, when the moon fhall have ceaſed to vary her 
appearances, and when a period ſhall be put to all ſublunary viciſſi- 
tudes. 


Ver. 8. The ſame thing is ſaid of the juſt and lowly King of Zion. 
Zech. ix. 10. | 


9 They in the wilderneſs that dwell 
bow down before him muſt ; 


And they that are his enemies 
{hall lick the very duſt. 


10 The 


T.. IR OY ̃ Oo ORAL 


a 1 wor nba" 


PSALM LXXI. 


10 The kings of Terſhith, and the iſles, 
to him ſhall preſents bring ; 
And unto him ſhall offer gifts 
Sheba's and Seba's king. 


Ver. 9. Diſtant nations ſubmitred theniſelves to the ſceptre, and proſ- 
trated themſelves before the throne of Solomon, foreſhe wing the con- 
verſion of the heathen world (in the figurative language of prophecy, 
frequently ſtyled, © the wilderneſs” ) to the goipel, and the lowly a. 
doration ro be made by penitent ſinners, at the Foorſtool of the King 
of glory. His enemies“ ſhall all be ſubjected to him; and - duſt 
„ ſhall be the ſerpent's meat.“ Iſa. lxv. Gen. iii. < 

Ver. 10. This verſe ſuggeſteth to our meditation ſeveral curious and 
intereſting particulars, all tending to one and the ſame end. As, x, 
The munificent preſents. and immenſe treaſures, brought to Solomon 
from Tarſhiſh, and the iſles of the Gentiles. 1 Kings x. 22, &c. 2, 
The coming of the queen of Sheba from the ſouth, with her gifts and 
acknowledgments, to Jeruſalem, 3. The offerings made by the eaſ. 
tern Magi, as the firit ſruits of the Gentiles, to the Saviour of the 
world. And laſtly, the acceſſion of the nations to the faith, (even theſe 


| « iſles of the Gentiles,” ) bringing their glory and honour into the city 
. of God. 


11 Yea, all the mighty kings on earth 
before him down ſhall fall: 


- And all the nations of the world 
2 do ſervice to him ſhall. 
12 For he the needy ſhall preſerve 
when he to him doth call : = 
The poor alſo, and him that hath | 
no help of man at all, | 
13 The poor man and the indigent | 
in mercy he ſhall ſpare : | 
He ſhall preſerve alive the ſouls | 
of thoſe that needy are. 
44 Both from deceit and vi'olence 
u- their ſoul he ſhall ſet free; 
ho And in his ſight right precious 
nd and dear their blood ſhall be. 
1 Ver. 12, 13. & 14. How applicable is all this to the Saviour? He 
if - ſhall deliver the poor in ſpirit, who make their prayer unto him, con- 
. feſſing their ſins, and acknowledging the inability of any creature, in 


heaven or earth, to recover them from their loſt eſtate. Theſe he ſhall 
ſpare, and pardon and ſave from fin, and from death, and from hell. 
He ſhall, for this purpoſe, break the ſnares, and deſtroy the power of 
their great oppreſſor, the devil; and fo dear ſhall their blood be in his 
ſight, that he ſhall ſhed his own for it; after which, ariſing to a new 


and immortal life, he ſhall accompliſh the eternal redemption of his 
ſervants. . 
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PSALM LXXII. 
15 Yea, he ſhall live, and giv'n to him 
ſhall be of Sheba's gold; 
For him till ſhall they pray, and he 
ſhall daily be extoll'd. 
16 Of corn an handful in the earth 


on tops of mountains high, 
With proſp'rous fruit ſhall ſhake, like trees 


on Lebanon that be. 


Ver. 15. Prayer is made ever in the church, for the increaſe and 
coniummation of the Meſſiah's kingdom; and daily is he praiſed, by 
his people, for all the riches of grace, ſor all the comforts of the Spirit, 
boy for all the hopes of glory, which they poſſeſs, and enjoy, through 
Im. e 2 
Ver. 16. It is here foretold, that in the days of Solomon, wonder. 
ful ſhould be the ſruitfulneſs of Judea; of the country in corn, by 
which the city is ſupported ; and of the city in people, who, by their 
numbers, conſtitute the ſtrength of the King. Such, under the reign 
of King Meſſiah, was the amazing increaſe of the“ word, when 
fown in hearts barren before; ſuch the aſtoniſhing multiplication of 
citizens in the Chriſtian church; as it is written, Acts vi. 7. And 
« the word of God increaſed; and the number of the diſciples multi- 
« plied in Jeruſalem greatly.“ So let it be, bleſſed Lord, whereſoever 
thy goſpel is preached, throughout the world. | 


The city ſhall be flouriſhing, 
her citizens abound 

In number ſhall, like to the graſs 
that grows upon the ground. 

17 His name for ever ſhall endure : 
— laſt like the ſun it ſhall : 

Men ſhall be bleſt in him, and bleſt 

all nations ſhall bim call. - 


Ver. 77. The perſon and kingdom of Solomon have been uſed all 
along as a channel, through which to convey a moſt iliuſtrious pro- 
phecy concerning thoſe of Chriſt. But here, the type ſeems to he wholly 
abſorbed in the great antitype. HIS name,” his faving name, ſhall 
indeed remain for ever, propagated,” with the ſaith, through all the 
generations of men, while the , ſun,” another of his repreſentatives, 
ſhall continue to maintain his Nation in the heavens, and to diffuſe his 
light upon the earth. In HIM, as it was promiſed to Abraham, ſhall all 
the true children of Abraham be © blefled” with the bleſſings of eter- 
nity ; © all nations ſhall call Hi blefſed,”” as they are taught to do in 
the remaining verſes of this exalted compoſition. 


18 Now blefſed be the Lord our Gcd, 
the God of Ifrael, 
For he alone doth wondrous works, 


in glory that excel. 
16 And 
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PSALM LXXIII. 
19 And bleſſed be his glorious name 
to all eternity 
The whole earth let his glory fill: 
Amen ; ſo let it be. | 


Ver. 18, & 19. Bleſſed, therefore, be thou, O Lord Jeſus; for thou 
art the Lord God, even the God of Iſrael, who haſt wrought ſuch mi- 
racles of mercy, for the ſalvation of thy church: and bleiled, by the 
torigues of men and angels, be thy holy and glorious Name; and let 
the whole earth be filled with the amazingly tranſcendent and incon- 
ceivable majeſty of thy moſt excellent glory, for evermore! 5o be it, 
fo be it. | 


Fl 


— 
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PSALM LXXUL 
I YEL God is good to Iſrael, 


to each pure hearted one: 
2 But as for me, my ſteps near flipt ; 
my feet were almoſt gone, 
3 For 1 envious was, and grudg'd 
the fooliſh folk to ſee, | 
When I perceiv'd the wicked fort 
enjoy proſperity. 
Ver. r. This declaration ſeems to be the reſult of a long ſtruggle, 
in the mind of the Pſalmiſt, between nature and grace, in which the 
latter proves victorious, and, notwithſtanding all appearances to the con- 
trary, determines, againſt the ſuggeſtions of the ſormer, that God is 


the ſame good and merciful God to his church and people, whether, in 
this world, they enjoy proſperity, or endure affliction. 


4 For ſtill their ſtrength continu'eth firm; 


their death of bands is free: : 
5 They are not toil'd as other men, 
nor plagu'd as others be. 3 


6 Therefore their pride, like to a chain, 
them compaſſeth about: 
And, as a garment, violence 
doth cover them throughout. 


7 Their eyes ſtand out with fat, they have | 
more than their hearts could wiſh. | 
8 They are corrupt, their talk of wrong | 
both lewd and lofty is. 
9 They\ſet their mouth againſt the heav'ns 
in their blaſphemous talk ; 
And their reproaching tongue throughout 
the earth at large doth walk. 
0 


Ver. 9. 


we, 


PSALM LXXII. 


Ver. 9. The bleſſings, for which a Chriſtian praiſes his God, only 
cauſe the infidel to blaſpheme him. So true is that of Solomon 
« The proſperity of fools deſtroyeth them.” What a Pity 13 it, that the 
former ſhould ever be leſs zealous and indefatigable in diffuſing his pi- 


ety, than we know the Jatter is in propagating his 3 . 
the carth ? 8 
10 = people oftentimes for this 
look back, and turn about ; 
Sith waters of ſo full a cup 
to theſe are poured out. 
11 And thus they ſay, How can it be 
that God theſe things doth know? 
Or, can there in the Higheſt be 
knowledge of things below ? 


12 Behold, theſe are the wicked ones, x 
yet proſper at their will 
'In worldly things, they do increaſe 
in wealth and riches ſtill. 
13 I verily have done in vain 
my heart to purity; 
To no effect in innocence 


waſhed my hands have I. 


14 For daily, and all day throughout, 
great plagues I ſuff red have; 
Yea, every morning I of new 
did chaſtiſement receive. 
15 If in this manner fooliſhly 
to ſpeak I would intend, 
1 childrens generation. 


behold, I ſhould oflend. 


16 When I this thought to know, it was 
too hard a thing for me, 
17 Till to God's ſanctu'ary I went; 
then I their end did fee. 
18 Aſſuredly thou didft them ſet 
a ſlipp'ry place upon: 
Them ſuddenly thou caſtedit down 
into deſtruction. 


; 


19 How, in a moment, ſuddenly 
to ruin brought are they! - 


With 
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PSALM LXXIII. 


With fearful terrors utterly. 
they are corum'd away. 
20 Ev'n like unto a dream, when one 
from ſleeping doth ariſe ; 
30 thou, O Lord, when thou awak'it, 
9 image ſhalt deipilc. 


Ver. 20. The life of the ungodly is a fleep ; their happineſs 2 dream, 
illuſive and trenfitory ; at beſt a ſhadow ; alter wards, nothing. Art the 
day of death, the foul is rouſed out of this cep, and the dream van- 
iſhes. When God ſhalt thus awaken them, he will © deſpiſe their i- 
mage, he will bring to nought, and render utterly contemptible, 
even in their own fight, as well as that of him ſelf, of his holy angels, and 
the ſpirits of the righteous, thoſe 1 imaginary and fantaſtic pleatir, a, for 
which they have. loſt the ſubitantial joys and glories of his heave: aly 
kingdom. Now, thereſore, while it will not be in vain, © Awake, 


10 Uh that ſleepeſt, and ariſe tom the dead, and Chi ſhall give thee 
T t.“ 
21 Thus grieved was my heart in me, 
and me my reins oppreſt. 
22 So rude was I, and ignorant, 
and in thy ſight a beaſt. 
23 Nevertheleſs continually, 
O Lord, I am with thee: 
Thou doſt me hold by my right hand, 
and ſtill upholdeſt me. : 


24 Thon with thy counſel, while I live, 
wilt me conduct and guide; 
And to thy glory afterward 
receive me to abide. 
25 Whom have I in the heavens high, 
bat thee, O Lord, alone ? 
And in the earth, whom I deſire, 
beſides thee there is none, 


Ver. 24. Such are the bleſſed effects of © going into the fanQuary,”” 


and conſulting the . lively oracles,” in all our doubts, difficulties, and 
temptations, 


26 My fleſh and heart doth faint 4 fail, = 
but God doth fail me never : 
For of my heart God is the ſtrength, 
and portion for ever. 
27 For, lo, they that are far from thee 
for ever periſh ſhall ; 


O2 
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PSALM LXXIV. 


Them that a-whoring from thee go 
thou haſt deſtroyed all. ; 
28 But ſurely it is good for me 
that I draw near to God: 
In God I truft, that all thy works 


I may declare abroad. 


Ver 27. 'Fhey who are “ far from God,“ are far from ſalvation; - 
and of courle, if they remain in that ſituation, muſt “ periſh.” Nor 
kave they reaſon to expect any other fate, who in their hearts depart 
trom the holy Jeſus, after he has betrothed them to himſelf in righ- 
teouſneſs; ard prefer to him the vilcit and baſeſt of his enemies, 
the world and the fleſh, by whoſe wicked hands he was crucified and 
flain. ge 

Ver. 28. As if the Pfſalmiſt had ſaid, in other words Hear, theres 
fore the concivhon of the whole matter, Let others, dazzled by the 
blaze.of worldly proſperity, forſake God to obtain @ ſhare of it; or 
murmur againſt him, becauſe they cannot obtain it. I am perſuaded, 
it new is, and finally will be“ good,” delightful, profitable, and hen. 
curable, © for me to draw near,” and join myſelf “ to him; which, 
in this life, I can do no otherwiſe, than by believing and hoping in his 
holy Name; Iwill put my truft in the Lorp God,” and excite 
others to do the ſame by * declaring his works,” and diſpenſations; 
that all may perceive, what amazing difference will one day be made, 
between him who Jluiterh aſter the creature, and him who loveth the 
Creator, | | 


PSALM LXXIV. 
1 God, why haſt thou caſt us off ? 
is it for eyermore ?_ 
Avgvintt thy paſture-ſheep, why doth 
chine anger ſmoke ſo ſore ? 
2 O call to thy rememberance 
thy congregation, 
Wich thou haſt purchaſed of old, 
ſtill think the ſame upon: 


Wor. 2. The Ifraclitiſh church pleads for mercy, upon theſe conſi- 
Cereticns, that God had ſormerly vouchſafed to redeem her from the 
Loyptian bondzge, and to fix his reſidence on mount Zion, all which 
void prove to have been done in vain, ſhould be leave her, at laſt, in 
tic hands of her enemics, The redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, and his 
bebitation in the church Chriſtian, by his Spirit, ate che correſponding 
arguments to be urged, on ſimilar occaſions, by her, and by the be- 
licving foul. 

The red of thine inheritance, 


which thou redeemed haft, 
This Zion hill, wherein thou hadſt, 
y dwelling in times paſt. 


PSALM. LXXIV. 


3 To theſe long deſolations 
thy feet lift, do not tarry : 
For a the ills thy foes have done 
within thy ſanctu'ary. 


4 Amidſt thy congregations 
thine enemies do roar : 
Their enſigns they ſet up, for ſigns 
of triumph, thee before. 
5 A man was famous, and was s had 
in eſtimation, | 
According as he lifted up 
his ax thick trees upon. 


6 But all at once, with axes now 
and hammers they go to, 
And down the carved work thereof 
they break, and quite undo. 
7 They fired have thy ſanctu'ary, 
and have defild the ſame, 
By caſting down unto. the ground 
the place where dwelt thy name. 


8 Thus ſaid they in their hearts, Let us 
deſtroy them out of hand: _ 
They burnt up all the ſynagogues 
of God within the land. 
9 Our ſigns we do not now behold; 
there is not us among 
A prophet more, nor any one 
«at knows the time how long. 


10 How long, Lord, ſhall the enemy 
thus in reproach exclaim ? 
And ſhall the adverſary thus 
always blaſphe e thy name ? 


11 Thy hand, ev'n thy right hand of might, 


why doſt thou thus draw back? 
O from thy boſom pluck it out, 
for our deliv'rance fake. 


12 For certainly God is my King, 
ev'n from the times of old, 
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PSALM LXXIV. 
Working in midſt of all the earth 
ſalvation manifold. _ 
13 The fea by thy great pow'r to part 
| aſunder thou didit make; 
And thou the dragons heads, O Lord, 
. within the waters brake. 


Ver. I2. And that he will do fo, there is always reaſon for the afflic-- 
ted church to hope; becauſe, as her King,” he conducted and pro- 
tected her of old, and wrought © ſalvation” for her upon the earth; 
temporal ſalvation by tue hand of Moſes; eternal ſalvation by the Pow- 
er of Chriſt. 

Ver. 13. Parallel to this paſſage in our pſalm is that moſt ſublime 
one, Iſai. li. 9, Io, 11. Awake, awake, put on ſtrength, O arm of 
©* the Lord; awake, as in the ancient days, in the generations of old. 
* Art thou not it, that hath cut Rahab, aud wounded the dragon ? Art 
« thou not it that hath dried the fea, the waters of the great deep; 

that hath made the depths of the ſea a way, for the ranſomed to paſs 
« over. Therefore, the redeemed of the Lord ſhall return, and come 
«with finging unto Zion, and everlaſting joy ſhall be upon their heads; 7 
they ſhall obtain gladneſs and joy, and forrow and mourning * 
« flee away.” 


14 The leviathan's head thou brak'ſt 
in pieces, and didſt give 
Him to be meat unto the folk 
in wilderneſs that live. 
15 Thou clav'ſt the fountain and the flood, 
which did with ſtreams abound ; 
Thou dry'dſt the mighty waters up 
unto the very ground. 


16 Thine only is the day, O Lord, . 

thine alſo is the night; | 
And thou alone prepared haſt 

the ſun and ſhining light. 

17 By thee the borders of the earth 
were ſettled every where : 

; I ſummer and the winter both 

by thee created were. 


Ver. 16, & 17. Thus is the revolving year our aſian inſtructor 
and monitor; inceſſantly inculcating the duties of faith and hope, as 


well as thoſe of adoration, gratitude, and pyaiſe. 
13 That th' enemy reproached hath, 
O keep it in record ; 
And that the fooliſh people have 
blaſphem'd thy name, O Lord, 
| Fe . 19 Unto 
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PSALM LXXIV. 
19 Unto the multitude do not 
thy turtle's ſoul deliver; 
The congregation of thy poor 
do not forget for ever. 


Ver. 18, & rg. Aſter endeavouring to ſupport her own faith, and 
excite the zeal of God for his inheritance, by a rehearſal of former mer- 
cies, the church again urges the argument of “ reproach,” touched on 
before, at verſe 10th ; and then reminds her Saviour of that endzaring 
appellation of his © turtle dove,“ by which he had not diſdained to ad- 
dreſs her in times paſt. This turtle dove, ſimple, defenceleſs, ſolitary, 
meek, timid, and mournful, was in danger of being ſpeedily devoured 
by her inveterate and implacable enemies; who, like birds of prey, be- 
ſet her on all ſides, thirſting impatiently for her blood. What an irre- 
ſiſtable force do theſe circumſtances give to the words “ O deliver 
* not the ſoul of thy turtle dove unto the multitude of the wicked; 
and forget not the congregation of thy poor for ever!“ Let us not 
fal, in the hour of temptation, to uſe them. 


* 


20 Unto thy cov'nant have reſpect: 
for earth's dark places be 
Full of the habitations 
of horrid cruelty. 
21 O let not thoſe that be oppreſs'd 
return again with ſhame : 
Let thoſe that poor and needy are 


give praiſe unto thy name. 

Ver. 20, The main anchor of the holy ark, in ſtorms and tempeſts, 
is faith in the covVeENANT of Grace, made from the beginning in 
Meſſiah; cummunicated to Noah, Abraham, David, &c. as his illuſtri- 
ous repreſentatives, and in them to the houſe of Iſrael; accompliſhed 
(as Zacharias beareth witneſs by his ſong, Luke i. 72, &c. ) at the birth 
of Chriſt, and then extended to the Gentiles. To this covenant, and the 
promiſes made therein, the church here appeals, at a time when the 
enemy ravaged the promiſed land at pleaſure, and every thing ſeemed 
to forebode the utter extirpation of the law and people of God, Hith- 
er; therefore, the ſoul is to fly for refuge, when nothing elſe ſeems ca- 
pable of affording any. | 

Ver. 21. It is for the honour of God, that they who have recourſe 
to him ſor help, ſhould not, by“ returning” without it, ſuffer “ ſhame”? 


and confuſion, in the preſence of their inſulting adverſaries. And ano- 


ther motive to engage his aſſiſtance is, that for chis, the poor and needy 
thall “ praiſe his name,“ to all eternity, 


22 Do thon, O God, ariſe and plead 
the cauſe that is thine own : 
Remember how thou art reproach'd 
ſtill by the fooliſh one. 
23 Do not forget the voice of thoſe 
that are thine enemies ; 


— 
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PSALM LXXV. 


The tumult ever grows of thoſe 
that do againit thee riſe. 


PSALM LIXV. 
I 79 thee, O God,.do we give thanks, 
we do give thanks to thee : 

Becauſe thy wondrous works declare 

thy great name near to be. 
- 2 T purpoſe, when I ſhall receive 

the congregation, 

That I ſhall judgment uprightly 
render to ev'ry one. 


Ver. 1. Upon whatever occaſion theſe words were originally indit- 
ed, the Chriſtian church may now celebrate in them that great deliv- 
erance, which, by ſo many miracles of mercy and power, hath been ac- 


complithed for her, through Meſſiah, who is in ſcripture frequently 


ſtyled, © the Name of IHS VA. Sce Iſai. xxx. 27. 

Ver. 2. What David did in Iſrael, was done in the church univerſal, 
by him who ſat upon the throne of David, when he © received,” tor 
his inheritance, the great © congregation.” 

3 Diſſolved is the land, with all 
that in the ſame do dwell : 
But I the pillars thereof do 
bear up and ſtabliſhi well. 
4 I to the fooliſh people ſaid, 
Do not deal fooliſhly ; 
And unto thoſe that wicked are, 
Lift not your horn on high. 


Ver. 3. Such was the univerſal corruption and diſſolution of man- 
ners, both among Jews and Gentiles, when Meſſiah entering upon his 
regal oflice, reſor med the world, raiſed the glorious ſabrick of the 
church, and made his apoſtles the“ pillars” of his ſpiritual kingdom. 

5 Lift not your horn on high: nor ſpeak. 

6 with ſtubborn neck. But know, 

That not from eaſt, nor welt, nor ſouth, 

promotion doth flow. 

7 But God is judge ; he puts down one, 
and ſets another up. | 

8 For in the hand of God moſt high 
of red wine is a cup : 


Ver. 6, & 7. The oppoſition mentioned in the preceding vere 
was called folly.” In theſe verſes it is proved to be ſuch ; as being 
an oppoſit ĩon, in effect, to the coynſels of heaven, The enemies of _ 
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PSALM IXXV. 


gon of God are in arms againſt his Father; who, according to the pra- 
miſes going before concerning him, hath highly exalted him; hath 
committed all power and judgment to him; and hath put all things 
under. his feet. Yea, and the hour is coming, when he ſhall put down 
all rule, and all authority, and power, and the Lord Jeſus alone ſhall 
de exalted in that day. What will then be the portion of his impeni- 
tent adverſaries, verie 8th will inform us. 


*Tis full of mixture he pours forth; 
and makes the wicked all 
Wring out the bitter dregs thereof, 
___ "yea, and they drink them ſhall. 
9 But I for ever will declare: ; 
Jacob's God will praiſe. 
10 All horns of lewd men [I'll cut off; 
but juſt mens horns will raiſe. 


Ver. 10. The Pſalmiſt determines, as every good governor ſhould 
do, to exert the authority with which he was entruſted ; to break the 
power of triumphant wickedneſs; and to exalt that righteouſneſs 
which exalteth a nation; hereby rendering himſelf a fit image of Him, 
who hath ſince done away tranſgreſſiun; and brought in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs; who will one day turn the wicked into hel}, and exalt 
bis faithful ſervants, to reign with him in heaven. Already he reigns 
in them upon earth; cauſing “ all earnal affeQions to die in them, and 
all things belonging to the Spit it to live and grow in them.“ 


PSALM LXXVI. 

I IN Judah's land God is well known, 
his name's in Iſra'l great: 

2 In Salem is his tabernacle, 
in Zion is his ſeat. 

3 There arrows of the bow he brake, 
the ſhield, the ſword, the war. 

4 More glorious thou than hills of prey, 
more excellent art far. 


Ver. r, & 2. The Gentile Chriſttan church hath ſucceeded to the 
privileges of the 1ſraelitiſh. In her now © God is known” by the goſ- 
pel; and © his Name is great” in her, by reaſon of all the mighty won- 
ders which he hath wrought for her; ſhe is the true“ Salem,“ or city 
of peace; the is the true“ Zion,” the ſpiritual, holy, and beloved hill; 
and in her is the“ tabernacle”? and“ dwelling place“ of God her Sa- 
viour, by the Spirit. | . 

Ver. 3. Wnen God appeared in the defence of his ancient people, 
the weapons of their enemies were at once blunted and broken, and all 
the formidable apparatus of war became, in a moment, utterly uſeleſs. 
Such was the event, when the holy Jeſus entered the liſts againſt our 


Ipiritual adverſaries, “ for” us; and ſuch ever will be the event, when 
he engages them “ in” us. 


Ver. 4. 
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Ver. 4. The powers of the world make war with the Lamb, whoſe 
ſtation is upon mount Zion ;” but © the Lamb ſhall overcome them, 
for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings; and they that are with 
„him are called, and choſen, and faithful.“ Rev, xiv. I. xvii. 14. 


5 Thoſe that were ſtout of heart are ſpoil'd, 

they ſlept their fleep outright; 
And none of thoſe their hands did find 

that were the men of might. 

6 When thy rebuke, O Jacob's God, 
had forth againſt them paſt, 

Their horſes and their chari'ots both 

were in a dead ſleep caſt. 


Thou, Lord, ev'n thou art he that ſhould 

be fear'd, and who is he | | 
That may ftand up before thy ſight, _ 

if once thou angry be? | 

8 From heav'n thou judgment caus'd be heard; 
the earth was ſtill with fear. 

9 When God to judgment roſe, to ſave 
all meek on earth that were. 


10 Surely the very wrath of man 
unto thy praiſe redounds: 
Thou to the remnant of his wrath 
wilt ſet reſtraining bounds. 
11 Vow to the Lord your God, and pay 
all ye that near him be, 
Bring gifts and prefents unto him; 
for to be fear'd is he. | 

Ver. 10. The wrath of man, and cf Satan himſelf, againſt Chriſt's 
church, turns, in the end, to the praiſe and glory of God, who repreſſes 
it, when at its height; and at all times appoints thoſe bounds which 
it cannot pals. 

Ver. 11, & 12. If ſuch ſhould have been the gratitude aud devotion 
of Iſraelites, for a temporary deliverance from the fury of earthly ty- 
rants; how much higher ought that of Chriſtians to riſe, for eternal 
redemption from the great oppreſſor? How ought they to vow and 
« Prey their vows unto the Lozp their God; to bring preſents,” to 
offer all they have, and all they are, to him who is ſo greatly to be 
« feared.” ſo highly to be loved; to him who © reſtrains” the fury of 
evil angels, as well as “ the ſpirit of princes” and is “ terrible” to. 
the powers of darkneſs, no leſs than to “ the kings of the earth!“ 


11 By him the ſpirits ſhall be cut off 
of thoſe that princes are: 


Unto 
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Unto the kings that are on earth 
he fearful doth Reer 
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I TJNTB) the Lord T with my voice, 
I unto God did cry 
Ev'n with my voice, and unto me 
his ear he did apply. 
2 I in my trouble ſought the Lord; 
my fore by night did run, 
And ceaſed not; my grieved ul 
did conſolation ſhun. 


Ver. I. The cries of.the Son of God alone were heard ſor his own 


Jake; the cries of all other men are heard for his- ſake. 


Ver. 2. To a ſoul deeply, ſenſible of the world's vanity, and the mi- 
ſery of ſin, every day is a day of trouble,” and the whole time of her 
pilgrimage is a long, dark, and weariſome night,” during which ſhe 
ſeeks after her beloved by prayer; and for the ſake of him, and thoſe 
ſuture joys which ſhe expects in his preſence, the pleaſures of ſenſe are 
put away from her, and ſhe “ refuſes to be comforted” by ſuch com- 
forters. An III aclite cannot enjoy himlelf in Babylon; a-Chriſtian 
cannot find perfect ſatisfattion in the world; a return to Jeruſalem 


will employ the thoughts of both. 


3 I to remembrance God did call, 
yet trouble did remain + 
And overwhelm'd my ſpirit was, 
whilſt I did fore complain. 


4 Mine eyes debarr'd from reſt and liceps | 


thou makeſt ſtill to wake; 
My trouble'is ſo great, that 1 


* unable am to ſpeak. 
— 5 The days of old to mind J call'd, 


and oft did think upon 


= The times and ages that are paſt 
nal full many years agone. 

and. 6 By night my ſong I call to mind, 
* his | and commune with my heart, 
y of My ſpirit did carefully inquire 
to how I might eaſe my ſmart. 


7 For ever will the Lord caſt off? 
and gracious be no more? 
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8 For ever is his mercy gone? 
fails his word evermore? 
9 Is&t true, that to be gracious 
| the Lord forgotten hath ? 
And that his tender mercies he 
hath ſhut up in his wrath ?- 


10 Then did I ſay, that ſurely this 
is mine infirmity : * Ph, 0 
Pl mind the years of the right hand 
of Him that is moſt high. 
11 Yea, I remember will the works 
performed by the Lord: E 
The wonders done of old by thee 
Il ſurely will record, 


72 TI alſo will of all thy works 
my meditation make ; 
And of thy doings to diſcourſe 
great pleaſure I will rake. 
13 O God, thy way moſt holy is, 
__ within thy ſanctu' ar; 
And what God is ſo great in pow'r 
as is our God moſt high? 


Ver. 13. Nothing, which was ever called by others, or called itſell 
« pod,” was able to ſtand before Jenovan, the God of Iſracl; Who 
is ſo great a god as our God?“ Thus, © All power is given unto me 
« in heaven and in earth,” ſaith our bleſſed Lord, Matt. xxviii. 18. 
for the everlaſting conſolation of the Chriſtian church. 


14 Thou art the God that wonders doſt 
by thy right hand moſt ſtrong ; 
Thy mighty power thou haſt declar'd + 
the nations among. | | 
15 To thine own people, with thine arm 
thou didft redemption bring, 
To Jacob's ſons, and to the tribes 
of Joſeph that do ſpring. 

Ver. 14, & 15. Iſrael in times of trouble and diſtreſs, was wont to 
look back to the“ wonders” wrought in Egypt, and the redemption 
of all her tribes from that houſe of bondage. Chriſtians celebrate the 
redemption, not of * the ſons of Jacob and Joſeph” only, but of all 
nations, from the bondage of corruption ; a redemption compared with 
which, the deliverance from Egypt, thovgh glorious in it{c lt, hath yet 


no glory at all, by reaſon of the glory that fo far excelleth. Tm con- 
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fidence in God, during the ſeaſons of affliction, ſhould therefore riſe in 


proportion. 


16 The waters, Lord, perceived thee, 
the waters ſaw thee well ; 
And they for fear aſide did flee : 
the depths on trembling fell, 
17 The clouds in water forth were pour'd, 
ſound loudly did the ſky : 
And ſwiftly through the world abroad 
thine arrows fierce did fly. 


Ver. 16. The waters of the Red Sea are here beautifully repreſented 
as endued with ſenſibility. In this amazing tranſaction let us behold, 
as in a glaſs, the ſalvation of believers by baptiſm, through the death 
and reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, who made the depths of the grave, as 
he had done thoſe of the ſea, a way.for his ranſomed to paſs over ; and 
the church, like another Iſrael, ſaw her enemies, in effect, dead at her 
feet. 

Ver. 17. & 18. From ſcenes, like theſe, we learn to form an idea of 
that power, which diſcomfited the infernal hoſt jg raiſed Chriſt from 
the dead; vanquiſhed oppoſition and perſecution; ſubdued the world 
to the obedience of faith; ſupports and protects his church; will over- 
throw antichriſt ; raiſe the dead; caſt the wicked, with death and Satan, 


into the lake of fire; and exalt the righteous, to ſing, with angels in 


heaven, © the ſong of Moſes and of the Lamb.” See Rev. xv. 3. 


18 Thy thunder's voice alongſt the heav'n 
a mighty noiſe did make: 
By lightnings lightned was the world, 
th' earth tremble did and ſhake. 
19 Thy way is in the ſea, and in 
the waters great thy path ; 
Yet are thy footſteps hid, O Lord, 
none knowledge thereof hath. 


Ver. 19. Let us reſolve, therefore, to truſt in him at all times; and 
let us think we hear Moſes ſaying to us, as he did to the Iſraelites 
when ſeemingly reduced to the laſt extremity ; Fear ye not, ſtand 
« {till, and fee the ſalvation of IX HOVAEH.“ Exod. xiv, 13. 


20 Thy people thou didft ſafely lead 
like to a flock of ſheep, 
By Moſes' hand and Aaron's thou 
didſt them conduct and keep. ; 


Ver. 20. The loving kindneſs of God towards Iſrael did not ſtop at 
the Red Sea, but he conducted his choſen flock, by the guidance of 
faithful paſtors, through all the perils of the wilderneſs, to the land of 
promiſe. We likewiſe are journeying in the wilderneſs. O blefſed Lord 
Jeſus, give us thoſe meek and lowly, and tractable diſpoſitions, which 

F become 


OL CSS 
* * : —S 
» _ 


1401 
1a 


111 
371 


PSALM LXXVIII. 


become the ſheep of thy paſture ; ſet over us ſkilful and vigilant ſhep- 


herds; and be thou ever both with them and with us; until, having 


ſurmounted all difficulties and dangers, led by thy grace, and ſupported 
by thy providence, we all come, in perfect ſafety, to the land of ever- 
Jaſting reſt; there to live with thee, one fold under one ſhepherd, 
world without end. | 


— 


PSALM LXXVIII. 
1 A T TEND, my people, to my law, 


thereto give thou an ear : 
The words that from my mouth proceed 
attentively do hear, 
2 My mouth ſhall ſpeak a parable, 
and ſayings dark of old: 
3 The ſame which we have heard and known, 
and us our fathers told. 


Ver. 1. The Apoſtle, ſpeaking of the very tranſactions related in this 


pſalm, ſaith of them, Now all theſe things happened unto them for 
« enſamples, Gr. types; and they are written for our admonition, 
% upon whom the ends of the world are come.” x Cor. x. We Chriſ- 
tians, therefore, muſt conſider ourſelves as the “ people“ who are to 
<« give ear to the law,” or « doctrine,” inculcated by the following 
epitome of the Iſraelitiſh hiſtory, WE muſt © incline our ears to the 
« words of” the prophet's © mouth.” 

Ver. 2, & 3. See Matt. xiii. 35. If it doth not follow, from this 
citation, that the prophet actually ſpeaks the plalm in the perſon of 
Chriſt, yet thus much at leaſt is evident from ir, that the hiſtory of 
old liracl ſomew hat reſembles rhe letter of the goſpel parabies, and 


contains, ſhadowed out under it, the hiſtory of a correſponden tſtate 


of things in the new Iſrael, or church Chriſtian. 


4 We alfo will them not conceal 

from their poſterity ; 

Them to the generation 
to come declare will we : 

The praiſes of the Lord our God, 
and his almighty ſtrength, 

The wondrous works that he bath done 
we will ſhew forth at length. 

Ver. 4. Of this generation are we, who now, in theſe words of the 


Holy Pſalmiſt, do from age to age © ſhew the praiſes of the Lord,“ 


our Saviour, © and his ſtrength, and his wondrous works that he hath 
« done” for us, as he promiſed and forcſhewed, in his diſpenſations of 
old time. The glorious theme was delivered by the Iſraclitiſh to the 
Ehriſtian church, and will be reſumed in heaven. 


5 His teſtimony and his law 
| in Iſra'l he did place, And 


wood tos 
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And charg'd our fathers it to ſhow - 


to their ſucceeding race. 
6 That ſo the race which was to come 
might well them learn and know ; 
And ſons unborn, who ſhould ariſe, 


might to their ſons them ſhow : 
Ver. 5; & 6. The “ law“ and the “ teſtimony“ are now becom: 
ours; and it is our duty to tranſmit them down to lateſt poſterity, until 
Jeſus ſhall return to judgment. 


7 That they might ſet their hope in God, 
and ſuffer not to fall 
His mighty works out of their mind, 
but keep his precepts all : 
8 And might not, like their fathers, be - 
a {tiff rebellious race; 
A race not right in heart; with God 
whole ſpi'rit not ſtedfaſt was. 


a» ww ww. 


Ver. 7, & 8. The reaſon is here aſſigned, why God gave Iſrael a 
law and commanded that fathers ſhould teach it to their children, and 
their children's children; and the ſame reaſon holds with regard to 
the goſpel ; namely, that the choſen people, renouncing the world, with 
its idols and luſts, ſhould believe and “ ſet their hope in” the true 
« God,” the only Saviour; that they ihuuld “ not forget the works” 
which he hath wrought for their redemption ; and that, ever mindtul 
of thoſe works, they ſnould love him, and“ keep his commandments, 
This is the very uſe the apoſtle Paul makes of thoſe examples. 1 Cor, 
J. 5. 


9 The ſons of Ephra'im, who nor bows, 
nor other arms did lack, 
When as the day of battle was, 
they faintly turned back. 
10 They brake God's cov'nant, and refus' d 
in his commands to go : 
it His works and wonders they forgot, 
which he to them did ſhow, ; 


Ver. 9. How often is this the caſe with the Chriftian ſoldiar? Let 
not him, who hath but juſt put on his ſpiritual armour, boaſt, like him 
who is putting it off, when the fight is over, and the victory obtained. 

Ver. to, & 11, Let the Chriſtian, who perhaps is amazed at the 
frequent rebellions of ſtift-necked Ilracl, reflect a little with himſelf, 
how he has obſerved the baptiſtnal + covenant ;” how he has“ walk- 
e ed in the law,” and with what gratitude he has remembered the 
„% mary-lous works“ of Jeſus. 


12 Things marvellous he brought to paſs; 
their fathers them beheld, 
P 2 Within 
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Within the land of Egypt done, 


yea, ev'n in Zoan's field. 
13 By him divided was the ſea, 
he caus'd them through to paſs, 
And made the waters ſo to ſtand 
as like an heap it was. 


14 With cloud by day, with light of fire 
all night he did them guide. 

I 5 In deſert rocks he clave, and drink 
as from great depths ſupply'd. 

16 Hefromtherock brought ſtreams, like floods 
made waters to run down ; 

17 Yet finning more, in deſert they 
provok'd the higheſt One. 


Ver. 14. Thus is Chriſt preſent with his church, while the ſojourns 


upon earth, by his Word and his Spirit, guidiag her ſteps, enlightening | 
her darkneſs, and mitigating her ſorrows. 
13 For in their heart they tempted God, 
and ſpeaking with miſtruſt, 
They greedily did meat require 
to ſatisfy their luſt. 
19 Againſt the Lord himſelf they ſpake; 
and murmuring, faid thus, 
A table in the wilderneſs 
can God prepare for us ? 
Ver. 18, and 19. When David pronounced the words, © The man 
« that hath done this thing ſhall ſurely die,” little did he think of 
being told by his faithful monitor.“ Thou art the man.” Conſcience, 
if duly interrogated, will be a Nathan to every one, and ſhew him his 
own tranſgreſſions in thoſe of old Iſrael. 
20 Behold, he ſmote the rock, and thence 
came ſtreams and waters great; 
But can he give his people bread, 
and ſend them fleth to eat? 
21 The Lord did hear, and waxed wroth, 
fo kindled was a flame 
*Gainſt Jacob, and 'gainſt Iſrael 


up indignation came, 


22 For they believ'd not God, nor truſt 
in his ſalvation had: 


23 Though 
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23 Though clouds above he did command, 
and heav'n's doors open made; 

24 And manna rain'd on them, and gave 
them corn of heav'n to eat. 

25 Man angels food did eat * to them 
he to the full ſent meat. 


Ver, 21, 22, 23, 24, & 25. See 1 Cor. x. and John vi.— The apoſ-- 
tle Paul ſtyles the water © ſpiritual drink,” proceeding from a “ ſpi- 
«+ ritual rock, which rock was Chriſt ;” ſo he terms the manna © ſpiti- 
% tual meat; they did all eat of that ſame ſpiritual * meat.” 1 Cor. 
x, 3. And our Lord, in John vi. diſcourſes at large upon the ſubject, 
ro convince the Jews, that God, who gave to their fathers manna in 
the wilderneſs, had in HIM given them “ the true bread” of eternal 
life, which the manna was intended to repreſent, “ I am the living 
« bread which came down from heaven; if any man eat of this bread 
« he ſhall live for ever; and the bread that I will give, is my fleſh, 
« which I will give for the life of the world.” Chriſt crucified is the 
ſupport of ſpiritual and eternal liſe; faith is the mouth by which this 
ſupport is received. 

26 And in the heaven he did cauſe 
an eaſtern wind to blow : 
And by his power he let-out 
the ſouthern wind to go. 
27 Then fleſh, as thick as duſt, he made 
to rain down them among; 
And feather'd fowls, like as the ſand 


which ly'th the ſhore along. 


28 At his command, amidſt their camp 
theſe ſhow'rs of fleſh down fell, 
All round about the tabernacles 
and tents where they did dwell. 
29 80 did they eat abundantly, 
and had of meat their fill; 
For he did give to them what was 
their own defire and will. : 


30 They from their luſt had not eſtrang'd 
their heart and their deſire : 
But while the meat was in their mouths, 
which they did ſo require, 
31 God's wrath upon them came, and ſlew 
the fatteſt of them all 
So that the choice of Iſrael, 
| o'erthrown by 2 did fall. 
3 ; 
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Ver. 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, & 31, In theſe verſes we learn, that inordi- 
nate deſires, though ſometimes complied with, do not therefore go un- 
puniſhed ; on the contrary, they are often puniſhed, by being complied 
with. The bleſſings, choſen for us by God, are bleſlings indeed, and, 
like the manna, bring no ſorrow with them: but when we chuſe for 
ourſelves, and are ſo unhappy as to be gratiſied in that chdice, our por- 
tion too often proves a curſe. This will always be the caſe in the end, 
whenever earth is preferred to heaven, and ſenſe to faith, 


32 Yet notwithftanding of all this, 
they ſinned ſtill the more: . 
And though he had great wonders wrought, 
believ'd him not therefore. 
33 Therefore their days in vanity 
he did conſume and waſte: 
And by his wrath their wretched years 
away in trouble paſt. RS 


Ver. 32, & 33. In like manner, becauſe, notwithſtanding all that 


Jeſus has done, and continues to do for his church, men © fin yet more, 
„ and believe not for his wondrous works,“ but either deſpiſe the 
heavenly country, or deipair of obtaining it, therefore 1s the hand of 
God heavy upon the world; © vanity and treuble” wear out the life 
of man. 


34 But when he flew them, then they did 
to ſeek him ſhew deſire : 
Yea, they return'd, and after God 
right early did inquire. 
35 And that the Lord had been their rock 
they did remember then ; 
Ev'n that the high almighty God 
had their Redeemer been. 


35 Yet with their mouth they flatter'd him, 
and ſpake but feignedly ; 
And they unto the God of truth 
with their falſe tongues did lic. 
37 For tho” their words were good, their heart 
with him was not ſincere; | 
Unſtedfaſt and perfidious 
they in his cov'nant were. 


38 But, full of pity, he forgave 
their ſin, them did not {lay ; 
Nor ſtirr'd up all his wrath, but oft 
his anger turn'd away. 
8 39 For 
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39 For that they were but fading fleth 
to mind he did recall ; 
A wind that paſſeth ſoon away, 
and not returns at all. 


Ver. 38, & 39. Had God “ ſtirred up all his wrath,” the Iſraelites 
mutt have been exterminated in the wilderneſs. But then, the promiſes 
made to Abraham, of mercy and“ compaſſion”? to them, and by them 
to all mankind, had failed. Therefore they were“ lorgiven“ and not 
« deſtroyed :” judgment was executed, from time to time, upon the 
perſons of offenders; but till a remnant was left; the nation ſubfiſted, 
until the Seed came, to whom the promiſe was made. Nay, although, 
in conſequeace of their laſt and greateſt crime, their polity was ſub- 
verted with their city and temple, the race is y-t marvellouſly preſer- 
ved; aud, we truſt, preſerved for mercy, to be ſhewn them in the laſt 
days. Be not angry, O Lord Jeſus, for ever, with them, or with us; 
but remember of what materials we are made, and into what a ſtate 
we are fallen; how weak and how frail we are; how liable to be ſedu- 
ced into ſin, and blinded by error: remember this, O Lord, and for- 
give us; and teach us to remember it, that we may forgive one ano- 
ther, 


40 How often did they him provoke 
within the wilderneſs ? 
And in the deſart did him grieve 
| with their rebelliouſneſs! 
41 Yea, turning back, they tempted God, 
and limits ſet upon 
Him, who in midſt of Iſra'l is 
the only holy One. 


42 They did not call to mind his pow'r, 
nor yet the day when he 
Deliver'd them out of the hand 
of their fierce enemy. 
43 Nor how great ſigns in Egypt land 
he openly had wroupht, 
What miracles in Zoan's field 
his hand to paſs had brought. 


Ver. 40, 41, 42, & 43. Forgetfulneſs of the mercies of redemption 
is the beginning of ſin; and though every one knows how to relent 
and deteſt the crime of ingratitude in another, he yet is apt to think 
that his beſt benefactor will overlook the moſt flagrant inſtances of is 
in himſelf. 


44 How lakes and rivers ev'ry where 
he turned into blood; 
So that no man nor beaſt could drink 


of ſtznding lake or flood. 


45 He 
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45 He brought among them ſwarms of flies F 
which did them ſore annoy ; 
And divers kinds of filthy frogs 


he ſent, them to deſtroy. 


46 He to the caterpillar gave 
the fruits of all their ſoil; 
Their labours he deliver'd up 
unto the locuſts ſpoil. 
47 Their vines with hail, their ſycomores 
he with the froſt did blaſt. 
48 Their beaſts to hail he gave, their flocks 
hot thunder-bolts did waſte. 


Ver. 44, 45, 46, 47, & 48. Theſe miracles evinced the ſuperiority 
of Jenovau over the elements and powers of nature, which at that 
time were objects of worſhip amongſt the Egyptians, Wherever the 
gods of Egypt were ſuppoſed to reſide, and to exert their influences in 
favour of their votaries, in all places, and all circumſtances, victory de- 
clared for Jenovan. Hence modern as well as ancient idolaters may 
learn, not to put their truſt in the world, but in Him who made, and 
who can and will deſtroy it; whoſe power can render the moſt inſig- 


nificant of his creatures inſtruments of his vengeance, and, in a moment, \ 
arm all the elements againſt finners; and whoſe mercy will employ by 
that power in the final ſalvation of his church. as i 
49 Fierce burning wrath he on them caſt, — 

and indignation ſtrong, 8 

And troubles ſore, by ſending forth mak 

ill angels them among. = 

: . th 

50 He to his wrath made way, their ſoul « pe 
from death he did not fave; Heb 


But over to the peſtilence 
the lives of them he gave. 


51 In Egypt land the firſt-born all 
he {mote down ev'ry where: 
Amongſt the tents of Ham, ev'n theſe 
chief of their ſtrength that were. 
52 But his own people, like to ſheep, 
thence to go forth he made; 
And he amidſt the wilderneſs 
them, as a flock, did lead. 


Ver. 50, & 51. There was a great cry throughout all the land of 
Egypt ; and univerſal conſternation reigned, inferior only to that which 
is to extend its empire over the world, when © the trumpet ſhall ſound, 
and the dead ſhall be raifed.” May we be ſaved, like rae), in 4 

a ; ur, 


* 


— 
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hour, through the blood of the true paſchal Lamb, ſlain to take away 
the ſins of the world. When | ſee the blood,” ſays Jenovan to his 
g-ople, © I will paſs over you.” 
53 And he them ſafely on did lead, 
ſo that they did not fear: 
Whereas their en'mies by the ſea 
quite overwhelmed were. 
54 To borders of his ſanctu'ary 
the Lord his people led, 
Ev'n to the mount, which his right hand 
for them had purchaſed. 


55 Tae nations of Canaan 

by his almighty hand 

Before their face he did expel 
out of their native land, 

W hich for inheritance to them 
by line he did divide, 

And made the tribes of Iſrael 
within their tents abide; 


Ver. 53, 54, & 55. The chriſtian church, after her redemption 
by © the blood of the Lamb,” paſſed many years in a ſtate of minority, 
as it were, and under perſecution, which, with alluſion to what befel 
Iſrael of old, is called in the Revelation, her flight and abode in the 
WILDERNESS, Rev. xii. ; and afterwards ſhe enjoyed a temporary reſt 
and proſperity. But no terreſtrial Canaan, no ſ-cular advantages ſhould 
make us forget, as the Jews did, and as Chriſtians are apt to do, that 
the church 1s in the wilderneſs, while ſhe is in the world; and that 
© there remaineth yet” another and far more glorious © reſt for the 
people of God,” after which they ought ever to be aſpiring. See 
Heb. iv. 


56 Yet God moſt high they did provoke, 
and tempted ever ſtill ; 
And to obſerve his teſtimonies 
did not incline their will. 
55 But, like their fathers, turned back, 
and dealt unfaithfully : 
Aſide they turned like a bow 
that ſhoots deceitfully. 


Ver. 56, & 57. The Iſraelites, when ſettled in the promiſed land, 
ſoon ſhewed themſelves to be the genuine deſcendants of thoſe men, 
who cempted God in the deſert. Their zeal and love were either wholly 
relaxed and enervated by ſenſuality and indolence, or elſe turned aſide, 


and miſplaced on falſe objects of worſhip. Thus, in the preſent decline 
of religion, the devotion of the 5 hath attached itſelf to ſaints, 


angels, 
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angels, and images; while that of Proteſtants fleepeth, and muſt be 
awakened. In what manner, is known to God only. 


58 For they to anger did provoke 
him with their places high, 


And with their graven images 


niov'd him to jealouſy. 
59 When God heard this, he waxed wroth, 
and much loath'd Iſra'l then: 
60 So Shiloh's tent he left, the tent 
which he had plac'd with men: 


Ver. 59, 60, & 61. Rebellion againſt God will, ſooner or latter, 
draw down his vengeance, and cauſe the moſt beloved nation to be 
« abhorred” by him: he will forſake the place of his reſidence, „the 
« tent placed among men,” where he dwelleth by his Spirit; and the 
church, by which his © ſtrength,” and his “ glory” are manifeſted to 
the world, ſhall go © into captivity, and the enemies hand,” All this 
we are taught by that which came to paſs in Iſrael, when, for the ſins 
of prieſts and people, the ark of God, which then abode in Shiloh, was 
ſuffered to fall into the hands of the Philiſtines. 1 Sam. iv. The preſent 
ſtate of Jeruſalem, and of all the once flouriſhing Eaſtern and African 


churches, ſpeaks aloud rhe ſame awful and concei ning truth.“ He that 


„ hath cars to hear, let him hear.“ 


6r And he his ſtrength delivered 
into captivity z 
He left his glory in the hand 
of his proud enemy, 
62 His people alſo he gave o'er 
unto the ſword's fierce rage: 
So fore his wrath inflamed was 
againſt his heritage. 


63 Thefire conſum'dtheir choice young men: 
their maids no marriage had, 
64 And when their priefts fell by the ſword, 
their wives no mourning made. 
65 But then the Lord aroſe, as one 
that doth from ſleep awake; 
And like a giant, that by wine 
refreſh'd, a ſhout doth make. 

Ver. 65. While, by God's permiſſion, the Philiſtines were chaſtifing 
his people for their ſins, he held his peace, and ſeemed unconcerned, as 
one aſleep. But when dve chaſtiſement had brought the delinquents 
to themſelves, the cries of penitent Iſrael awakened, as it were, and 


called forth the zeal of the Lord of hoſts, to vindicate his honour, and 


deliver his ſervants. Under all our ſufferings, let us reſt ne 
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with this aſſurance, that God acts the part of a father; and will there- 


fore remove the rod, when it hath anſwered the end propoſed, 


66 Upon his en'mies hinder parts 
he made his ſtroke to fall : 
And ſo upon them he did put 
a ſhame perpetual. 
67 Moreover, he the tabernacle 
of Joſeph did refuſe : 
The mighty tribe of Ephraim 
he would in no wiſe chuſe. 


63 But he did chuſe Jehuda's tribe 
to be the reſt above, | 
And of mount Zion he made choice, 
which he ſo much did love. 
69 And he his ſanctuary built 
like to a palace high, 
Like to the earth, which he did found 
to perpetuity. 

Ver. 67, 68, & 69. The ark, after its return, went no more to Shi- 
Joh, but was brought to mount Sion, (I Chron. xiv. and xv.) which 
was the choſen and highly favouted mount: where was afterwards 
erected, by Solomon, a magnificent and permanent habitation for th 
God of Jacob, during the continuance of the old diſpenſation ; a re- 
ſemhlance of that eternal temple, in which all the fulneſs of the God- 
head hath ſince dwelt bodily. The divine preſence removed at this 


time to the tribe of Judah, becauſe out of that tribe, after the rejection 
0! Saul, came the great repreſentative, as well as progenitor, of King 


Meſſiah. 
70 Of David, that bis ſervant was, 
he alſo choice did make ; 
And even from the folds of ſheep 
was pleaſed him to take: 
71 From waiting on the ewes with young, 
he brought him forth to feed 
Iſrael, his inheritance, 


his people, Jacob's ſeed, 


72 50 after the integrity 
he of his heart them fed ; 
And by the good {ill of his hands 
them wiſely governed. 


Ver. 70, 7I, & 72. From the lait verſe, relative to David's manner 


bf conducting himſelf alter his advancement, we learn, that integrity 


and 


1 — | an 
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and diſcretion, when they meet in the ſame perſon,. form a comple: 
Ruler, and one fit to repreſent that bleſſed Perſon, who, entered like 
his father David, through ſufferings into his glory; who governeth his 
church in wiſdom and rightcouſneſs ; and of whom it was ſaid, by the 
evangelical prophet, He ſhall feed his flock like a ſhepherd, he ſhall 
gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his boſom, and ſhall 
gently lead thoſe that are with young.” Iſai. xl, | 


— 
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1 O God, the heathen enter'd have 
| thine heritage; by them 
Deñled is thy houſe ; on heaps 
they laid Jerufalem. 
2 The bodies of thy ſervants they 
have caſt forth to be meat 
To rav'nous fowls, thy dear ſaints fleſh 
they gave to beaſts to eat. 3 


Ver. 1. Three deplorable calamities are here enumerated by the 
faithful; the alienation of God's inheritance, the proſanation of the 
fanctuary, and the deſolation of the beloved city. When we repreſent, 
in our prayers, the ſufferings and bumiliation of the church, we take 
an effectual method of awakening the compaſſion, and recalling the 
favour of heaven. Every redeemed ſoul is the inheritance, the temple, 
the city of God. When ſin enters, and takes poſſeſſion, the inheritance 
zs alienated, the temple defiled, the city deſolated. h 

Ver. 2, & 3. To bed, or even to imagine, heaps of ſlaughtered 
bodies lying unburied, and expoſed to birds and beaſts of prey, is inex- 
preſſibly ſhocking to humanity, But with what unconcern are we ac- 
cuſtomed to view, on all fides of us, multitudes . dead in treſpaſſes and 
4 fins,” torn in pieces, and devoured by wild paſſions, My luſts, and 

infernal ſpirits, thoſe dogs and vultures of the moral world? Yet to a 
difcerning eye, and a thinking mind, the latter is by far the more me- 
lancholy ſight of the two. 5 


3 Their blood about Jeruſalem, _ 
_ like water, they have ſhed: _ 
And there was none to bury them, 
when they were ſlain and dead. 
4 Unto our neighbours a reproach 
moſt baſe become are we ; 
A ſcorn and laughing-ſtock to them 
that round about us be. | 
Ver. 4. Another calamity, incident to an afflicted church, is to be- 
come, like captive Iſrael, the * ſcorn and derifion” of infidele, who fail 
not, at ſuch ſeaſons, to reproach her, and blaſpheme her God. We 
know how to anſwer thoſe, who reproach us with our ſufferings, for 


fo their predeceſſors reproached our Maſter ; but what ſhall we ſay, if 
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we have given the enemy occaſion to reproach us with our fins? The 
only real diſg race of religion, is the wickedneſs of its proſciſors, 


5 How long, Lord, ſhall thine anger laſt ? 
wilt thou ſtill keep the fame? 
And ſhall thy fervent jealouſy 
burn like unto a flame? 
6 On heathen wur thy fury forth 
that have tete never known, 
And on thoſe kingdoms which thy name 
have never calPd upon. 


Ver. 6. This, though uttered in the form of a wiſh, or prayer, is ts 
be confidered, like many other paſſages of the ſame nature, As A pre- 
&:Qion of what would aftcrwards come to paſs, 


7 For theſe are they who Jacob have. 
devoured cruelly ; ' 
And they his habitation ; 
have cauſed waſte to lye. 
8 Agalnſt us mind not former ſins: 
thy tender mercies ſhow, 
Let them prevent us ſpeedily; "i 
for we're brought very low. 


Ver. 8. Affliction Hath then wrought its intended effe, when 
it hath convinced us of fin, and led us to repentance ; when, brought 
dack by it, like the returning prodigal, to the houſe and preſcuce of 
our heavenly Pather, we acknowledge our guilt as the cauſe of our 
miſery, and intreat forgiveneſs of the one, in order to obtain a releaſe 
trom the other; not pleading our own merits, but the mercies of God 
our Saviour, and the glory of his name. 

9 For thy name's glory, help us, Lord, { 
who haſt our Saviour been: 
Deliver us; for thy name's fake, :' 
O purge away our ſin. 
10 Why ſay the heathen, Where's their God? 
let him to them be known, 


When thoſe who ſhed thy ſervants blood 


are in our fight o erthrow n. 
4650 Herne 


11 O let the pris'ner's ſighs eo 5 35 
before thy fight on hig?g fo tad 
Preſerve thoſe in thy mighty poi 
that are deſign'd to die. 
2 And to our neighbours? boſom 5 
it ſev'n- fold render'd be, 
2 


Ev'a- 
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 Ev'n the reproach wherewith they have, 
O Lord, reproached thee. 


Ver. It. Next to thoſe who had been flain, the caſe of ſuch as groan- 
et in captivity, lying bound in chains and fetters, under ſentence of 


death, to be inflicted at the will of their cruel and inſulting conquerors, 


is recommended to God. The awakened ſoul, though he may at pre- 
ſent be ſubject to none of thoſe external calamities, forgets not that he 
is often perſecuted, and led captive, by hi- wn deſires, and bound in 
the chains of his fins; that the world to d. In is a priſon; that ſentence 
of death is pafſed upon him, and he knoweth not how ſoon that ſen- 
tence may be executed. How properly, therefore, and how fervently 
may he pray, O let the ſighing of the priſoner come before thee ! 
according to the greatneſs of thy power, preſerve thou thoſe that are 
appointed to die.” 

Ver. 12. That is, As they have reproached thee with weakneſs, ſo 
manifeſt to others their weakneſs, who are but ſinful dvſt and aſhes : 
as they have endeavoured to make thee contemptible, ſo let the world 
ſce juſt cauſe to deſpiſe them, who have thus preſumptuouſly offended.;z 


according as it is written, Them that honour me ] will honour; and 


— 


„they that deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly eſteemed.“ 


13 So we thy folk, and paſture-ſheep, 
ſhall give thee thanks always : 
And unto generations all. 
we will thew forth thy praiſe. 


PSALM LXXX. 
1 EAR, Iſra'l's Shepherd, like a flock 
thou that doſt Joſeph guide : 
Shine forth, O thou that doſt between 
the cherubims abide. 
2 In Epbraim's, and Benjamin's, 
and in Manaſſeh's ſight, 
O come for our ſalvation, 
ſtir up thy ſtrength and might. 

Ver. T. The Chriſtian church is now become the © Iſrael” of God: 
Jeſus Chriſt is the © Shepherd”? of this Iſrael, who leadeth his people 
« like a flock” he dwelleth in the midſt of them by his Spirit, as of 
old he delt in⸗the holy places, between the cherubims.“ Let us 
beſeech him to hearken to our prayers, and to maniſeſt the glory of his 
power, in our defence and deliyerance. 


Ver. 2. God is intreated to go forth, in his ſtrength and his ſalvation, 
before the tribes of Iſrael, as formerly in the wilderneſs, 


3 Turn us again, O Lord, our God; 
and upon us vouchſafe 

Jo make thy countenance to ſhine, 

and ſo we {hall be ſafe. 


* 
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4 O Lord of hoſts, almighty God, 
how long ſhall kindled be 
Thy wrath againſt the prayer made 
by thine own folk to thee ? 

Ver. 3. This verſe is a kind of chorus occurring three times in the 
courſe of our pſalm. It implies, that Chriſt's church is in captivity, 
from which ſhe prayeth to be © reſtored” to her former freedom and 
proſperity ; that ſhe expecteth ſuch refloration, not from any might or 
merit of her own, but from the grace and mercy of her Saviour; as 
well knowing, that her night can be turned into day, and her winter 
give place to ſpring, only by the Sun of righteouſneſs riſing, and 
cauſing his face to ſhine upon her deſolations. This ought, therefore, 
to be the wiſh and the prayer of every perſecuted church, aud of every. 


aflicted foul. 

5 Thou tears of ſorrow giv'ſt to them, 

inſtead of bread, to eat : 
Yea, tears inſtead of drink thou giv'ſt 

to them in meaſure preat. 

6 Thou makelt us a ſtrife unto ' 
our neighbours round about : 

Our enemies among themſclves 
at us do laugh and flout. 


7 Turn us again, O God of hoſts, 
and upon us vouchfate 
To make thy countenance to ſhine, 
and ſo we ſhall be ſafe. 
8 A vine from Egypt brought thou haſt, 
by thine out- ſtretched hand; 
And thou the heathen out didſt caſt, 
to plant it in their land. 


Ver. 8. The Chriſtian church, after her redemption, by the death 
and reſurrection of Jeſus, was planted in the heathen world, as Iſrac! 
bad been in Canaan; and the deſcription ſuits one as well as the other. 


9 Before it thou a room didſt make, 

where it might grow and ſtand ; 

Thou cauſedſt it deep root to take, 
and it did fill the land. 

10 The mountains veil'd were with its ſhade 

as with a covering; 

Like goodly cedars were the boughs 
which out from it did ſpring, 
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21 Upon the one hand, to the ſea 
her boughs ſhe out did ſend; 
On th? other ſide, unto the flood 
her branches did extend, 
12 Why haſt thou then thus broken down 
and ta'en her hedge away, 
So that all paſſengers do pluck 
and make of her a prey ? 


Ver. 11. This relates to the extent of Paleſtine. To the Chriſtian 
church the whole earth was like to be a land of promiſe, for the g4- 
pel was to be preached to all nations. I will give thee,” ſaith Jeno- 

van to Chriſt, © the heathen for thine inheritance, and the utter- 
% moſt parts of the earth for thy poſſeſſion.” Pal. ii. 8. 


13 The boar, who from the foreſt comes, 
doth waſte it at his pleaſure; 
The wild beaſt of the field alſo 
devours it out of meaſure. - 
14 O God of hoſts, we thee beſeech, 
return now unto thine ; 


Look down from heav'n in love, behold 
and viſit this thy vine : 


15 This vineyard which thine own right hand 
hath planted us among ; 
And that ſame Branch which for thyſelf 
thou haſt made to be ſtrong. 
16 Burnt up it is with flaming fire, 
it alſo is cut down : 
They utterly are periſhed 
when as thy face doth frown. 


17 O let thy hand be ſtill upon 
the Man of thy right hand: 
The Son of Man, whom for thyſelf 
: thon madeſt ſtrong to ſtand. 
18 So henceforth we will not go back, 
nor turn from thee at all : 
O do thou quicken us, and we 
upon thy name will call. 
Ver. 15. Theſe phraſes, ““ the Man of thy right hand,” and & the 
* Son of Man,” it at all applicable, in a lower and ſubordinate ſenſe, 
to a temporal king of Iſrael, conſidered as a repreſentative of Meſſiah, 


are moſt certainly, in their ſull and prophetical acceptation, intended 
to 


f 
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to denote King Meſſiah himſelf. - Aſſured of his coming, the church 
prayeth, that the © hand,” the protection, and the power of IR h n 
might be © upon” him, over him, and with him, in his great under- 
taking, finally to deliver her out of all her troubles. 

Ver. 18. The end of our redemption is, that we ſhould ſerve Him 
who hath redeemed us, and“ go back“ no more to our old ſins. That 
foul which hath been “ quickened'ꝰ and made alive by Chriſt, ſhould 
live to his honour and glory; that month which kath been opened by 
him, can do no leſs than ſhew forth his praiſe, and “ call upon his“ 
faving © name.“ 


19 Turn us again, Lord God of hoſts, 
and upon us vouchſafe 


To make thy countenance to ſhine, 
and ſo we ſhall be ſafe. 
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x lng loud to God, our ſtrength : with joy 
to Jacob's God do ſing. 

2 Take up a pſalm, the pleaſant harp, 
timbrel and pſalt'ry bring. 

3 Blow trumpets at new-moon, what day 
our feaſt appointed is. 

4 For charge to Iſra'l, and a law 
of Jacob's God was this. 


Ver. I, & 2. If Iſraelites were thus exhorted to keep their feaſt days 
with what triumph of ſoul, and harmony of affections, are we bound 
to © {ing aloud to God our ſtrength,” who hath redeemed us from 
dcath, and publiſhed the goſpel from Zion? Since, as the Apoſtle ſaith, 
« holy days, new moons, and ſabbath days,” of old, © were” only“ a 
„ ſhadow of things to come; but the body is of Chriſt.” Col. ii. 16. 


5 To Joſeph this a teſtimony 
he made, when Egypt land 
He travell'd thro'; where ſpeech I heard 
I did not underſtand. 
6 His ſhoulder I from burdens took : 


f his hands from pots did free. 
7 Thou didſt in trouble on me call, 
and I deliver'd thee: 


Ver. 6. Let true Chriſtians remember, that they have been eaſed of 
far heavier burthens, delivered from ſeverer taſkmaſters, and freed from 
a baſer drudgery ; the intolerable load of ſin, the cruel tyranny of Satan, 
the vile ſervice and bitter bondage of concupiſcence. 

Ver. 7. God declares his readineſs, at all times, to hear the prayers, 
and relieve the diſtreſſes of his people, as he did when they cried unto 

dun in the wilderneſs, and received anſwers from the cloudy pillar. In 
Q 3 Plal. 
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Pſa]. xcix. 6. it is faid of “ Moſes, Aaron, &c. © They called upon 

the Lord, and he anſwered them: he ſpake unto them in the cloudy 

pillar;“ which paſſage ſeems exactly parallel to that in the verſe under 

confideration—** Thou calledſt and | anſwered thee in the ſecret 

« place of thunder. He who ſpake unto Iſrael in the cloudy pillar, 
: hath ſince ſpoken to us by his 80n : ha who © proved them at the waters 
[i "nad Exod. xvii. now proves us, by various trials, in the 
jt World. 


In ſecret place of thundering 
I did thee anſwer make; 

And at the ſtreams of Meribah 

of thee a proof did take. 

8 O thou my people, give an ear, 

Pll teſtify to thee: 

To thee, O Ifra'l, if thou wilt 
but hearken unto me. 


g In midſt of thee there ſhall not be 
any ſtrange god at all : 
Nor unto avy god unknown 
thou bowing down ſhalt fall. 
10 I am the Lord thy God, which did 
trom Egypt land thee guide : 
PII fill thy month abundantly, 
do thou it open wide. 


11 But yet my people to my voice 
would not attentive be; 
And even my choſen Ifrael 
he would have none of me. 
22 90 to the luſt of their own hearts 
I them delivered : 
And then in counfels of their own 
they vainly wandered. 


Ver. 11, & 12. When we fee men enabled, by wealth and power, 
to accompliſh the inordinate defires of their hearts, and carry their 
worldly ſchemes into execution, without meeting with any obſtructions 
in their way, we are apt to envy tkeir ſelicity; whereas ſach proſperity 
in wickedneſs is the ſureſt mark of divine diſpleafure, the heavieſt 
puniſhment of diſobedience, .both in individuals and communities. 
« My people would not hearken to my voice, and Iſrael would none 
of me: ſo I gave them up unto their own hearts luſt, and they walk= 
ed in their own counſels,” 


13 O that my people had me heard, 
Lira'l my ways had choſe f 
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PSALM LXIXXI. 


14 I had their en'mies ſoon ſubdu'd, 
my hand turn'd on their foes, 
I5 The haters of the Lord to him 
ſubmiffion ſhould have feign'd ; 
But as for them, their time ſhould have / 
for evermore remain'd. 

Ver. 13, & 14. Such are the tender mercies of our God, that he is 
not only careful to provide for us the means of ſalvation, but repreſents 
himſelf as mourning, with a paternal affection, over his children, When 
their frowardneſs and obſtinacy diſappoint the efforts of his love. One 
cannot help obſerving the ſimilitude between the complaint here 
uttered, and one which hath been fince bxeathed iorth, over the ſame 
people; © O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, how often would I have gathered 


« thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
* her wings, and ye would not !” 


16 He ſhould have alfo fed them with 
the fineſt of the wheat: 
Of honey from the rock, thy fill 
by I ſhould have made thee eat. 


Ver. 16. Chriſt is the “ Bread” of life, he is the Rock” of ſalva- 
tion, and his promiſes are as * honey” to pious minds. But they who 
reject him, as their Lord and Malter, muſt alſo loſe him, as their Savi- 
eur and their Reward, 


— 
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PSALM LXIXXII. 
I IN gods aſſembly God doth ſtand; 
he judgeth gods among. 
2 How long, accepting perſons vile, 
will ye give judgment wrong ? 
3 Defend the poor and fatherleſs, 
to poor oppreſs'd do right. 
4 The poor and needy ones ſet free : 
rid them from ill mens might. 
Ver. 2, 3, & 4. All the ſons of Adam were once © poor and father. 
* lefs, needy and afflicted,” when God took their cauie into his own 
hands, and, by a method. confiltent with the ſtricteſt juſtice, © delivered 
* his people out of the hand of the wicked one.” Every oppreſſor of 


the poor is a likeneſs of © that wicked one,” and every upright judge 
Will endeavour to reſemble the Redeemer, 


5 They know not, nor will underſtand; 
in darkneſs they walk on : 
All the foundations of the earth 
out of their courſe have gone. 
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PSALM LXXXII. 


6 I faid that ye are gods; and are 
ſons of the Higheſt all. 

7 But ye ſhall die like men, and as 
one of the princes fall. 


8 O God, do thou raiſe up thyſelf, 
the earth to judgment call 
For thou, as thine inheritance, 
ſhalt take the nations all. 


Ver. 8. A view of that diſorder and confuſion in which frequently 
the Jewiſh nation, as well as the reſt of the world, was involved, 
cauſed the prophets molt earneſtly to wiſh and pray for the coming of 
that time, when, © God” ſhould “ ariſe, in the perſon of Meſſiah, to 
viſit and * judge the earth; to deliver it from the powers of darkneſs, 
and the tyranny of fin ; to © inherit all nations,” as purchaſed and re- 
deemed by him; to eſtabliſh his church among them; and to rule with 
a ſceptre of righteouſneſs, in the hearts of his people. © Ariſe” yet 
once again, O Lord Jeſus, from thy throne, where thou fitteſt at the 
right hand of the Father; judge the earth,” corrupted and over - 
whelmed with iniquity; do away fin, and put an end for ever to the 
power of Satan; © inherit all nations,” redeemed from death, and ran- 
fomed from the grave; and reign to eternity, King of righteoulhels, 
Peace, and glory. 


— 


PSALM LXXXIII. 
1 K not, O God, we thee intreat, 
O keep not ſilence now: 
Do thou not hold thy peace, O God, 
and ſtill no more be thou. 
2 For lo, thine enemies a noiſe 
tumultu'ouſly have made: 
And they that haters are of thee 
have lifted up the head. 


Ver. 1, & 2. The church of God intreateth him again and again to 
Tear and help her in the day of trouble. Her enemies and haters are 
kere ſaid to be the enemies and haters of God, becauſe Chriſt and the 
church are one; they have one common intereſt ; they have che ſame 
friends, and the ſame foes. | 


3 Againſt thy choſen people they 
do crafty counſel take ; 
And they againſt thy hidden ones 
do conſultations make. 
4 Come, let us cut them off, ſaid they, 
from being a nation, | 
That 


hat 


PSALM LXXXCIII. 
That of the name of Ifra'} may 
no more be mention, 

Ver. 3, & 4. Such are our ſpiritual enemies ; ſuch is their cunning, 
their rage, and their reſolution ; what prudence, what vigilance, what 
courage are neceſſary, that we may oppoſe them with ſucceſs? 

5 For with joint heart they plot: in league 
againſt thee they combine. 

6 The tents of Edom, Iſhma'lites; 
Moab's and Hagar's line. 

7 Gebal, and Ammon, Amalek, 
Fhiliſtines, thoſe of Tyre, 

8 And Aſſur join'd with them; to help 
Lot's children they conſpire. 


Ver. 5. When Chriſt was about to be crucified, it is obſerved, that 
& the ſame day Pilate and Herod were made friends together; for be. 
« fore they were at enmity between themſelves,” Luke xxiii. 

Ver, 6, 7, & 8, Theſe were the ten nations banded together, by a 
ſolemn league againſt the 8 God. And as Iſrael was the grand 
figure of the Chriſtian church, which is now © the Iſrael of God,” fo 
her enemies are often repreſented by the above recited nations, and in 
prophetical language, are called by their names, Every age has its Ede- 
mites, and its Iſhmaelites, &c. | 


Do to them as to Midian, 
Jabin at Kiſon ſtrand ; 
10 And Sis'ra, which at Endor fell, 
as dung to fat the land. 
11 Like Oreb, and like Zeeb, make 
their noble men to fall : 
Like Zeba, and Zalmunna-like, 
make thou their princes all: 


12 Who ſaid, For our poſſeſſion 
let us God's houſes take. 

13 My God, them like a wheel, as chaff 

before the wind them make. 

14 As fire conſumes the wood, as flame 
doth mountains ſet on fire; 

15 Chaſe and affright them with the ſtorm 
and tempeſt of thine ire. 


16 Their faces fill with ſhame, O Lord, 
that they may ſeek thy name. 

17 Let them confounded be, and vex'd, 
and periſh in their ſhame ; 
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PSALM LXXXIII. 


6 II ſaid that ye are gods; and are 
ſons of the Higheſt all. 

0 7 But ye ſhall die like men, and as 
one of the princes fall. 


8 O God, do thou raiſe up thyſelf, 
the earth to judgment call; 
For thou, as thine inheritance, 
ſhalt take the nations all. 


Ver. 8. A view of that diſorder and confuſion in which frequently 
: the Jewiſh nation, as well as the reſt of the world, was involved, 
cauſed the prophets molt earneſtly to wiſh and pray for the coming of 
1 that time, when, God” ſhould “ arife,” in the perſon of Meſſiah, to 
= viſit and“ judge the earth; to deliver it from the powers of darkneſs, 
17 and the tyranny of fin; to © inherit all nations,” as purchaſed and re- 
=o | deemed by him; to eſtabliſh his church among them; and to rule with 
| a ſceptre of righteouſneſs, in the hearts of his people. © Ariſe” yet 
once again, O Lord Jeſus, from thy throne, where thou fitteſt at the 
right hand of the Father; © judge the earth,” corrupted and over- 
whelmed with iniquity ; do away fin, and put an end for ever to the 
ower of Satan; “ inherit all nations,” redeemed from death, and ran. * 
+ med from the grave; and reign to eternity, King of righteoulhels, 
Peace, and glory. | 


PSALM TLXXXII. 


I KER not, O God, we thee intreat, 
O keep not filence now: 
Do thou not hold thy peace, O God, 
and ſtill no more be thou. 
2 For lo, thine enemies a noiſe 
tumultu'ouſly have made: 
And they that haters are of thee 
have lifted up the head. | 
Ver. 1, & 2. The church of God intreateth him again and again to 
Tear and help her in the day of trouble. Her enemies and haters are 
kere ſaid to be the enemies and haters of God, becauſe Chriſt and the 


church are one; they have one common intereſt ; they have che ſame 
friends, and the ſame foes. | 


3 Againſt thy choſen people they 
do crafty counſel take ; 
And they againſt thy hidden ones 
do conſultations make. 
4 Come, let us cut them off, ſaid they, 
from being a nation, 


at 


PSALM IXXXII. 
That of the name of Iſra'l may 


no more be mention, 

Ver. 3, & 4. Such are our ſpiritual enemies; ſuch is their cunning, 
their rage, and their reſolution ; what prudence, what vigilance, what 
courage are neceſſary, that we may oppoſe them with ſucceſs ? 

5 For with joint heart they plot: in league 
againit thee they combine. 

6 The tents of Edom, Iſhma'lites; 
Moab's and Hagar's line. 

7 Gebal, and Ammon, Amalek, 
Philiſtines, thoſe of Tyre, 

8 And Aſſur join'd with them; to help 
Lot's children they conſpire. 


Ver. 5. When Chriſt was about to be crucified, it is obſerved, that 
* the ſame day Pilate and Herod were made friends together; for be. 
« fore they were at enmity between themſelves,” Luke xxii. 

Ver, 6, 7, & 8. Theſe were the ten nations banded together, by a 
ſolemn league againſt the people of God. And as Iſrael was the grand 
figure of the Chriſtian church, which is now © the Iſrael of God,” fo 
her enemies are often repreſented by the above recited nations, and in 
prophetical language, are called by their names, Every age has its Ede- 
mites, and its Iſhmaelites, &c, 


Do to them as to Midian, 
Jabin at Kiſon ſtrand ; 
10 And Sis'ra, which at Endor fell, 
as dung to fat the land. 
11 Like Oreb, and like Zeeb, make 
their noble men to fall: 
Like Zeba, and Zalmunna-like, 
make thou their princes all: 


12 Who ſaid, For our poſſeſſion 5 
let us God's houſes take. 
13 My God, them like a wheel, as chaff 
before the wind them make. 
14 As fire conſumes the wood, as flame 
doth mountains ſet on fire; 
15 Chaſe and affright them with the ſtorm 
and tempeſt of thine ire. 


16 Their faces fill with ſhame, O Lord, 
that they may ſeek thy name. 

17 Let them confounded be, and vex'd, 
and periſh in their ſhame: 
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PSALM LXIIXIV. 
18 That men may know, that thou to whom 2 
alone doth appertain = * 
The name JEHOVAH, doſt moſt high 
o'er all the earth remain. 


Ver. 16, 17, & 18. The puniſhments inflited by heaven upon 
wicked men are primarily intended to humble and convert them. If 
they continue incorrigible under every diſpeaſation of merciful ſeverity, 
they are at laſt cut off, and finally deſtroyed ; that others, admoniſhed 
by their example, may repent, and return, and give glory to God, Sa- 
Jutary are the afflictions which bring men, and happy the men who are 
brought by them, to an acknowledgement of Jenovau_ our © righte- 
„ ouſneſs,”” our exalted and glorified Redeemer, the moſt High over 
„all the earth;” whom all muſt acknowledge, and before whom all 
mult appear to be judged, in the great- and terrible day. 


PSALM LXXXIV. 

1 OW lovely is thy dwelling place, 
H O Lord * lied to me j 0 
The tabernacles of thy grace, 

how pleaſant, Lord, they be! 
2 My thirſty ſoul longs veh'mently, 
/ yea faints, thy courts to ſee: 
My very heart and fleſh cry out, - 
O living God, for thee. 


Ver. 1. How amiable,” may the Chriſtian ſay, are thoſe eternal 
manſions, from whence ſin and ſorrow are excluded; how goodly that 
camp of the ſaints, and that beloved eity, where righteouſneſs and joy 
reign triumphant, and peace and unity are violated no more; where 
thou, O bleſſed Jeſus, «© Lord of hoſts,” King of men and angels, 


dwelleſt in glorious majeſty, conſtituting by thy preſence the felicity of 
thy choſen ! | 


Ver. 2. Did the Ifraclires, from all = of Tudea, go vp, with the 
voice cf jubilee, to keep a feaſt at Jeruſalem ; and ſhal! Chriſtians grieve, 


when the time is come for them to aſcend, and to celebrate an eternal 
feſtival, in heaven? 


3 Behold the ſparrow findeth out 

an houſe wherein to reſt, 

The ſwallow alſo for herſelf 
| hath purchaſed a neſt; 

- Evn thine own altars, where the ſafe 

her young ones forth may bring, 

O thou Almighty, Lord of hoſts, 
who art my God and King. 


4 

| Ver. 3. It is evidently the deſign of this paſſage to intimate to ue, 

| that in the houſe, and at the altar of God, a faithful ſoul findeth free- 

dom from care and ſorrow, quiet of mind, and gladneſs of ſpirit 4 
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PSALM LXXXIV. 

2 bird, that has ſecured a little manſion, for the reception and educa- 

-tion of her young. 

4 Bleſt are they in thy houſe that dwell, 
they ever give thee praiſe. 

5 Bleft is the man whoſe ſtrength thou art, 
in whoſe heart are thy ways. 

6 Who pafling thorough Baca's vale, 
therein do dig up wells : 

Alſo the rain that falleth down 

the pools with water fills. 


Ver. 4. * Bleſſed are,” not the mighty and opulent of the earth, but 
« they that dwell in thy houſe,” the miniſters of the eternal temple in 
heaven, the angels and the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect ; their every 
paſſion is reſolved into love, every duty unto praiſe; * they are ſtill,” 
ſtill. for ever,“ praiſing thee.” And bleſſed, next to them, are thoſe 
miniſters and members of thy church here below, who, in diſpoſition, 
as well as employment, do moſt reſemble them. 

Ver. 5. Such a company of ſojourners are Chriſtians, going up to 
the heavenly r ſuch ought to be their truſt in God, and ſuch 
the ſubject of their thoughts. - 

7 So they from ſtrength unwearied go 
{till forward unto ſtrength, 

Until in Zion they appear 

before the Lord at length. 

8 Lord God of hoſts, my prayer hear: 
O Jacob's God give ear, 

9 See, God our ſhield, look on the face 
of thine anointed dear, 

Ver. 8, & 9. The Pſalmiſt beſeecheth Gop © to look upon the face 
* of his Anointed,” that is, of David, if he were king of Iſrael when 
Mis pſalm was written; or rather, of Meſſiah, in whom God is always 
| well pleaſed; for whoſe ſake he hath mercy upon us; through whole 


name and merits our prayers are accepted, and the kingdom of heaven 
is opened to all believers. 


10 For in thy courts one day excels 
a thouſand : rather in 
My God's houſe will I keep a door, 
than dwell in tents of fin. | 
x11 For God the Lord's a ſun and fhield > 
| he'll grace and glory give: 
And will withhold no good from them 
that uprightly do live. 


Ver. Io. One day, ſpent in Chriſtian devotion, affordeth a pleaſure, 
far, far ſuperior to that, which an age of worldly proſperity could give. 
| | Happier 
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PS ALM IXXXV. 
Mappier is the leaſt and loweſt of the ſervants of Jeſus, than the greateſt 


and moſt exalted potentate, who knoweth him not. And he is no pro- 


per judge of bleſſedneſs, who heſitates a moment to prefer the condi- 
tion of a penitent in the porch, to that of a ſinner ow. the throne, If 
this be the caſe upon earth, how much more, in heaven? O come that 
one glorious day, whoſe fun ſhall never go down, nor any cloud ob- 
ſcure the luſtre of his beams; that day, when the temple of God ſhall 
— opened in heaven, and we ſhall be admitted to ſerve him for ever 
therein ! 

Ver. 11. Jeſus Chriſt is our! Lord,” and our © God; be is a“ ſun,” 
te enlighten and direct us in the way, and a © ſhield,”* to protect us 
againſt the enemies of our ſalyation : he will give © grace” to carry us 
on * from ſtrength to ſtrength,” and “ glory to crown us when we 
er appear before him in Zion; he will withhold” nothing that is © good” 
and profitable for us in the courſe of our journey, and will himſelt be 
our reward, when we come to the end of it. 


I2 O thou that art the Lord of hoſts, 
that man is truly bleſt, 
Who by aſſured confidence 
on thee alone doth reſt. 


Ver. 12. While therefore we are ſtrangers and ſojourners here be- 
low, ſar from that heavenly country where we would be, in whom 
ſhould we truſt, to bring us te the holy city, new Jeruſalem, of which 


the Lord God and the Lamb are the temple, but in thee, O Saviour 


and Redeemer, who art the Head of every creature, the Captain of the 
armies of heaven and earth, the Lord of hoſts, and King of glory? 
* Blefſed,” thrice bleſſed “ is the man that truſteth in thee.” 


'PSALM LXXXV. 


I O LORD, thou haſt been favourable 
to thy beloved land ; 
Jacob's captivity thou haſt 
recalPd with mighty hand, 
2 Thou pardoned thy people haſt 
all their iniquities, 
Thou all their treſpaſſes and ſins 
haſt cover'd from thine eyes. | 
Ver. 1, & 2. A part of our redemption is paſt, and a part of it is 
yet to come, for the haſtening of which latter we daily pray. God hath 
already been exceedingly gracious and „ favourable” to the whole 
earth,“ in * bringing back,” by the reſurrection of Jeſus, the ſpiritu- 
al “ captivity of” his people; he hath himſelf, in Chriſt, © borne” and 
ſo taken away, the iniquity of his people;“ he hath, © covered all 
« their ſins,” that they ſhould no more appear in judgement againſt 


them : propitiated by the Son of his love, he hath removed his 
„ wrath,”.and ** turned himſelf from the fierceneſs of his anger.” 


3 Thou took'ſt off all thine ire, and turn'dſt 
from thy wrath's furiouſneſs, 


\ 
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PSALM LXXXV. 
4 Turn us, God of our health, and cauſe 
thy wrath *gainſt us to ceaſe. 
5 Shall thy diſpleaſure thus endure 
againſt us without end? 
Wilt thou to generations all 
thine anger forth extend ? 


Ver. 4, 5, 6, & 7. The ancient church is here introduced as peti- 
tioning for the continuation and completion of thoſe bleſſings which 
had been mentioned in the foregoing verſes, namely, that God would 
© turn” his people from their captivity, and“ cauſe his anger towards 
© them to ceaſe;” that he would © revive” them from fin and ſorrow, 
and give them occafion to © rejoice in him,“ their mighty Deliverer ; 
that he would“ ſhew them” openly that © mercy” of which they had 
ſo often heard, and “ grant them that ſalvation,” or that “ Saviour,” 
that J:.$vs, who had been ſo long promiſed to mankind, And altho' 
it be true that * Chriſt is come in the fleſh, and hach virtually pro- 
cured all theſe bleſſings for his church, yet do © we“ ſtill continue to 
pray, in the ſame words, for the actual application of them all to our. 
lelves, by the converſion of our hearts, the juſtification of our perſons, 
the ſanQification of our ſouls, and the glorification of our bodies. For 
this laſt bleſſing of redemption, © the whole creation waiteth, groaning, 
„ and travailing in pain together, UN TIL Now,” Rom. viii. 


6 That in thee may thy people joy 
wilt thou not us revive ? 

7 Shew us thy mercy, Lord ; to us 
do thy falvation give. 


8 I'll hear what God the Lord will ſpeak : 
to his folk he'll ſpeak peace, 
And to his ſaints ; but let them not 
return to fooliſhneſs. 


Ver. 8. The prophet having prayed, in the name of the church, that 

E£HOVAH would © ſhew them his mercy, and grant them his ſalvation,”* 
declares himſelf reſolved, concerning this —— te to enquire and 
« ſearch diligently, what or what manner of time the Spirit of Chriſt 
« which was in him did ſignify, when it teſtified beforehand the com- 
« ing of Chriſt, and the glory that ſhould follow :”* Sce 1 Pet. i. 10. 
he would attend to“ what God the Lo Rp, ſhould ſay,” and report it 
to the world. Now, what was the meſſage which the prophets had 
commiſſion to deliver from God, but that he would « ſpeak peace, or 
reconciliation through a Saviour, © to his people, and to his ſaints?“ 
The goſpel is accordingly ſtyled by the apoſtle Peter, “the word which 
© God ſent unto the children of Iſrael, preaching peace by Jeſus Chriſt.”* 
Acts x. 36. And what was the end of this reconciliation between God 
and men, but that men ſhould become, and continue the ſervants of 
God ; that, being waſhed from their fins by the blood of Chriſt, and 
renewed in their miuds by the grace of Chriſt, they ſhould walk in the 
paths of wiſdom and holineſs, aud “ turn not again to the folly” they 
had renounced, | 
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= PSALM. IXXXV. 


9 To them that fear him, ſurely near 
is his ſalvation; 
That glory in our land may have 
her habitation. 
10 Truth met with mercy, right'ouſneſs 
and peace kiſs'd mutually. 
11 Truth ſprings from earth, andright'ouſneſs 


looks down from heaven high. 
Ver. 9. God, who “ calleth things that be not as though «they were,” 


-teacheth his prophets to do likewiſe. The Pſalmift therefore ſpeaks 


with aſſurance of the « Saviour,” as if he then ſaw him before his eyes, 
healing, by the word of his power, the bodies and the ſouls of men u- 
pon earth, and manifeſting forth his “ glory” in human nature, to all 
tuch as, with an holy “ fear,” and filial reverence, believed on him. 
The apoſtle John himfelf hardly uſeth plainer language when he ſaith, 
% The Word was made flcſh, and dwelt, or tabernacled among us: and 


« we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, 


« full of grace and truth.” John i. 14. The Body of Chriſt was the 
true © tabernacle, or, temple;” his Divinity was the GLORY which 
reſided there, and filled that holy place. The church is his myſtical 
« body ;” by his Spirit he now and ever „ dwelleth in it; and his ſal- 
« yation is always nigh them that fear him.” | 

Ver. 10, & 11. "Theſe four divine attributes parted at the fall of A- 
dam, and met again at the birth of Chriſt, Mercy was ever inclined 
to ſerve man, and Peace could not be his enemy; but Truth exacted 
the performance of God's threat, The ſoul that ſinneth, it ſhall die;“ 
and Righteouſneſs could not but give to every one his due. Ir HOYA 


muſt be true in all his ways, and righteous in all his works. Now there 


is no religion upon earth, except the Chriſtian, which can ſatisfy the 
demands of all theſe claimants, and reſtore an union between them; 
which can ſhew how God's word can be true, and his work juſt, and 
the ſinner, notwithſtanding, find mercy, and obtain peace. A God in- 
carnate reconciled all things in heaven and earth. When Chriſt appear- 
ed in our nature, the promiſe was fulfilled, and“ Truth ſprang out of 
the earth. And now, Righteouſneſs, looking down from heaven,” 
beheld in him every thing that ſhe required; an undefiled birth, an ho. 
ly life, an innocent death; a ſpirit and a mouth without guile, a ſoul 
and a body without ſin. She 1 and was ſatisfied, and returned to 
earth, Thus all the four parties met again, in perfect harmony: Truth 
ran to Mercy and embraced her: Righteouſneſs to Peace, and kiſſed 
Her. And this could only happen at the birth of Jeſus, in whom © the 
„tender Mercy of our God viſited us, and who is the Truth; who is 
made unto us Righteouſneſs, and who is our Peace.“ See Luke i. 78. 
ohn xiv. 6. 1 Cor. i. 30. Epheſ. ii. 14.——Thoſe that are thus 
Joined, as attributes, in Chriſt, ought not, as graces, to be ſeparated in 
a Chriſtian, who may learn how to reſemble his blefſed Lord and 
Maſter, by obſcrving that ſhort, but compleat rule of life, comprehen- 
ded in the few following words ; Shew Mercy, and ſpeak Truth ; do 
Righteouſneſs, and follow Peace. | 


Iz Yea, what is good the Lord will give : 
our land ſhall yield increaſe, 


13 Juſtice 


— 
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13 Juſtice, to ſet us in his ſteps,. 
{ball go before his face. 


Ver. 12. Give us evermore, O Lord, « that which is good, that our 
land may yield her increaſe ;” give us that good gift, the giſt of thy 
Spirit, that we be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 2 Pet. i. 8. 

Ver. 13. Upon the appearance of the Redeemer “ Righteouſneſs” 
is ropreſented “ as going before him,“ like his harbinger the Baptiſt, 
to prepare and make ready his way. In that way, the way of righte- 
ouſneſs, he ſet his ſteps“ and walked therein, without the leaſt devia- 
tion, until he had finiſhed his appointed courſe. Draw us, bleſſed Jeſus, 
and we will run after thee, in the path of life; let thy mercy pardon 
us, thy truth enlighten us, thy righteouſneſs direct us, to follow thee, 
© Lamb of God, whicherſoever thou goeſt, through poverty, affliction, 

erſecution, and death ielf ; that our portion may be for ever in thy 
Landers of peace and love ! 


— —„— 


© 
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1 O LORD, do thou bow down thine ear, 


and hear me graciouſſy; 
Becauſe I fore afflicted am, | 
and am in poverty. | 
2 Becauſe I'm holy, let my ſoul 
by thee preſerved be : 
O thou my God, thy ſervant ſave 
that puts his truſt in thee. 


Ver. 1. The bleſſed Jeſus, © though he was rich, yet for our ſakes 
* hecame poor, and had not where to lay his head;” and who can tell, 
but that in his ſtate of humiliation the oftentimes made his prayer to 
the Father in theſe very words? “ Bow down thine ear, O Logn; 
« and hear me; for I am poor and needy.” If he ſued, in ſuch a form 
2 for us, ſhall we think of ſuing in any other form, for our- 
ſelves ? | Z 

Ver. 2. The word here tranflated © holy,“ is the ſame which is uſed 
in the xvith Pſalm ; + Thou ſhalt not ſuffer thine Holy One to ſee 
corruption.“ And indeed if we underſtand © holineſs” in its ſtrict 
ſenſe; no one but “he whom the Father ſanctified, and ſent into the 
« world,” to redeem loſt man, could ſay to him, © Preſerve my Toul, 
for I am holy.” But the word properly ſignifies, © good, merciful, 
« pious, devoted to the ſervice of God,” Ye. The Chriitian, therefore, 
only pleads, in this expreſſion, his relation to Chriſt, as being a mem- 
ber of Chriſt's body, the church, and a partaker of the gifts which, . 
by virtue of that memberſhip, he has received, chro? the Spirit of holi- 
neſs. So that this part of the verſe, « Preſerve my ſoul, for I am holy,” 
when repeated by the Chriſtian, is equivalent to another paſſage in the 
Pſalms, * Iam THINE, O fave me.” cxix. 94. The latter meme 
ber of the verſe under confideration teaches us to pray for help and ſal- 
vation, as the © ſervants” of God, whoſe eyes therefore look naturally 
to him, as the eyes of ſervants,” in ailliction, “look unto the hand 
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* of their maſters.” Pſal. cxxiii. 2. And happy, ſurely, are we in a 
Maſter, who, himſelf, for our ſalvation, once lived, and prayed, and 
ſuffered, and died, in „the form of a ſervant.” Phil. ii. 7 


3 Sith unto thee I daily cry, 
be merciful to me. 
4 Rejoice thy ſervant's ſoul ; for, Lord, 
I lift my ſoul to the. 
5 For thou art gracious, O Lord, 
and ready to forgive; 
And rich in mercy, all that call 
upon thee to relieve. 


Ver. 3. The prayers of Jeſus, poured forth for the ſalvation of his 
myſtical body, in the days of his fleſh, were frequent and mighty ; his 


interceſſion for us in heaven is continual. Does the man believe this 
"who prays not at all, or who prays without devotion ? 


Ver. 4. Sorrow was the portion of Chriſt in this world, and the 
church hath no reaſon to expect any other from it. He that would 
have real “ joy“ in his heart, muſt beſeech God to give it him, for no 
creature hath it to give. Nay, the love of the world muſt be renoun- 
ced, before this divine gift can even be received. 


6 Hear, Lord, my pray'r: unto the voice 
of my requeſt attend. 

7 In troublous times Vil call on thee : 

for thou wilt anſwer fend, 

8 Lord, there is none among the gods 
that may with thee compare ; 

And like the works which thou haſt done, 

not any work 1s there. | 


Ver. 5. We are encouraged to “ lift up our ſouls to God” in prayer, 
becauſe his“ | rage and the « plenteouſneſs of his men, N in Chriſt 
Jeſus, incline him to give his Holy Spirit of peace and comfort, to © all 
„that call upon him.“ 

Ver. 8. What are the deities of worldly men? What is their power, 
and what are their gifts? What is the whole world, and all that is 
therein, when compared with its Maker and Redeemer ? What is it, 
hen applied to, for the eaſe and comfort of a wounded ſpirit !— 
« Among the gods there is none like unto thee, O Lord; neither are 
# there any wor ks like unto thy works!“ 

N | 
9 All nations whom thou mad'ſt ſhall come 
and worſhip rev'rently 


Before thy face: and they, O Lord, 


thy name ſhall glorify. 
10 Becauſe thou art exceeding great, 
1 and works by thee are done 


Which 


PSALM LXXXVI. 
Which are to be admir'd ; and thou 


art God thyſelf alone. 


Ver. 9. The Pſalmiſt predicteth, that this ſuperiority of Ir Hon 
mould one day be acknowledged throughout all the earth, when “ nei- 
cc ther in deb only, nor in the mount of the Samaritans,” but 
in every place, “ ſhould men worſhip the Father ;” E iv. 2t. when 


He who“ made all nations” by his Son, ſhould by that Son redeem all 
nations, bringing them from the world to his church, there to “ wor- 
« ſhip before” the true God, and in _ of praiſe to “ glorify his holy 
« name.” If in theſe our times we behold the nations again falling 
away ſrom God, departing from the purity of, their faith, and leaving 
their firſt love, let us comfort ourſelves with looking ſorward. © I be- 
« held, (ſaith the inſpired writer) and lo, a great multitude, which 
« no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
« tongues, ſtood before the throne, and before the Lamb, cloathed with 
« white robes, and palms in their hands; and cried with a loud voice, 
« ſaying, Salvation unto our God which ſitteth upon the throne, and 
« unto the Lamb.” Rev. vii. 

Ver. I0. © Great” is Je uovAu in his power, in his wiſdom, in his 
mercy ; © wonderful” in the creation of the world, wonderful in the 
preſervation and the government of it, wonderful in its redemption ; 
wonderful in the incarnation, life, death, reſurrection, and aſcenſion of 
J<ſus; in the deſcent of the Spirit, the propagation of the goſpel, the 
ſufferings of ſaints, and the converſion of ſinners ; moſt wonderful will 
Le be, when he ſhall raiſe the dead, judge the world, condemn the 
wicked, and glorify the righteous. And then ſhall.every tongue confeſs, 
« Thou art God >; Fac 5 


11 Teach me thy way, and in thy truth, 
O Lord, then walk will I: 
Unite my heart, that I thy name 
may fear continu'ally. 
12 O Lord my God, with all my heart 
to thee I will give praiſe ; 
And I the glory will aſcribe 
unto thy name always. 

Ver. Ir. This is the continual ſubject of the Mediator's interceſſion 
above, and of his people's prayers below, that they may be taught 
„the way of Jenovan,” and walk in his truth with an undivided 
heart. That being ſo taught, we may likewiſe be enabled © to walk 
in the truth,” Without error in doctrine, or deviation from duty; 
believing all things which God hath revealed, and doing whatſoever . 
he hath commanded us; that the affeRions of the © heart” may be 
withdrawn from other objeQs, and being no longer divided between 
God and the world, become © united” in the filial © fear of his name,” 
as the grand principle of action. 

13 Becauſe thy mercy toward me 
in greatneſs doth excel : - 
And thou deliver'd haſt my ſoul 


out from the loweſt hell. | 
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14 O God, the proud againſt me riſe, 
and vio'lent men have met, 
That for my ſoul have ſought, and thee 
before them have not ſet. 


Ver. 14. From praiſes we return again to prayers. When Chriſt 
was upon earth, we know the treatment he met with from „ proud 
« and violent men, who had not ſet God hefore their eyes;“ from ſelf. 
righteous Jews, and conceited Gentiles, who roſe up, and took counſel 
together againſt him. What his church afterwards ſuffered at the hands 
of the ſame enemies, is hkewiſe well known, How much more ſhe is 
to undergo in the latter days, we know not as yet; but this we do know, 
that the ſpirit of the world ſtands, now and ever, in oppoſition to the 
Spirit of God; its deſign is always the ſame, although its mechods of 
working be divers. Nor can we be ignorant of thoſe domeſtic adver- 
ſaries, that aſſembly of haughty and turbulent paſſions, which are con- 
tinually making infurreRions, and deſtroying the peace of the ſoul; ſo 
that either from without, or from within, every one, who 1s a Chriſtian 
indeed, ſhall be ſure to have his portion of tribulation, 


15 But thou art full of pity, Lord, 
a God moſt gracious 
Long-ſuftering, and in thy truth 
and mercy plenteous : 
16 O turn to me thy countenance, 
and mercy on me have : 
Thy ſervant firengthen, and the ſon 
of thine own handmaid fave, 


Ver. 15. Having taken a view of thoſe that are againſt vs, it is now 
time to look up to thoſe that are with us. And can we have better 
friends, than ail theſe cracious and favourable attributes of heaven? 
Can more comfortable and joy ful tidings be brought us, than that God 
loveth us with a father's love; that he is ready to pardon, flow to an- 
ger; and that we have his truth pledged for the performance of his 
mercy ? What a fountain of conſolation is here opened for the afflicted 
Chriſtian ! Let him drink, and forget his poverty, and remember his 
*% miſery no more. Prov. xxxi. 7. 

Ver. 16. Every Chriſtian is the “ ſervant” of God, and © the ſon of 
dc his handmaid,” his church. 


17 Shew me a ſign for good, that they 
which do me hate, may ſee, 
And be aſham'd : becauſe thou, Lord, 
didſt help and comfort me. 


Ver. 17. All former ſigus of the divine favour centered and had their 
accompliſhment in that grand and everlaſting ſign and token of God's 
love to man, the incarnation of Chriſt, which all the faithful from the 
beginning wiſhed and prayed for. On this ſign the Chriſtian looks 
with joy, as the great proof that God has “ holden him and comſorted 
„ him ;” while his faith in it doth not fail, he hath the witneſs in him- 

ſelf, 


* 
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ſelf, and his actions declare as much to all around him; © that they 
« which hate him may be aſhamed” and converted, before that day 
come, when ſhame ſhall be fruitleſs, and converſion impoſſible, 
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I U PON the hills of holineſs 
he his foundation ſets. 
2 God, more than Jacob's dwellings all, 
delights in Zion's gates. 
3 Things glorious are ſaid of thee, 
thou city of the Lord. 


4 Rahab and Babel, I, to thoſe 
that know me will record : 


Ver. 1, & 2. What Jeruſalem was, the Chriſtian church is; « built” 
by God „on the foundations of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt 
*« himſelf being the chief Corner- Stone; in whom all the building, fitly 
« framed together, groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord.” Epheſ. 
ii. 20. „It is nis foundation in the holy mountains: ſhe is beloved 
of God above the kingdoms and empires of the earth, which riſe and 
fall only to fulfil the divine counſels concerning her, 

Ver. 3. The old Jeruſalem was „ the city of God, and glorious 
« things were therefore ſaid of it” by the Spirit. Pleaſant for ſituation, 
and magnificent in its buildings, it was the delight of nations, the joy 
of the whole eath ; there was the royal reſidence of the kings of Judah; 
there was the temple, and the ark, and the glory, and the King of 
heaven dwelling in the midſt of her; her ſtreets were honoured with 
the footſteps of the Redeemer of men; there he preached, and wrought 
lus miracles, lived, died, and roſe again; thither he ſent down the Spi- 
rit, and there he firſt laid the foundations of his church; to know what 
* glorious things“ are ſaid of the New Jeruſalem, the reader muſt per- 
uſe Iſai, Ix. and Rev. xx1. xxii. | 

Behold ev'n Tyrus, and with it 
the land of Paleſtine, 
And likewiſe Ethiopia; 
this man was born therein, 
5 And it of Zion ſhall be faid, 
'This man, and that man there 
Was born: and he that is Moſt High 


himſelf ſhall ſtabliſh her. 


Ver. 4, & 5. The acceſſion of the nations to the church is generally 
fuppoſed to be here predicted. Multitudes of converts under the goſ- 
pel, the ſons of that Jeruſalem, © which is the mother of us all;“ Gal. 
iv. 26, “ and the Higheſt himſelf ſhall eſtabliſh her;“ as he ſaith, 
* Upon this rock will I build my church, and the gates of hell ſhall 
not prevail againſt it.” Matt. xvi. 


G6 When God the people writes, he'll count 
that this man born was there, 


7 There 


_ 
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7 There be that ſing and play: and all 
my well-ſprings in thee are. 

Ver. 6. In the book of life, that regiſter of heaven, kept by God 
himſelf, their names are entered, not as born of fleſh and blood by the 
will of man, but as born of water and the Spirit by the will of God; 
of each perſon it is written, © that he was born there,” in the church 
and city of God. That is the only birth which they ought to value 
themſelves upon, becauſe that alone gives them their title to © the in. 
% heritance of the ſaints in light. In Jeſus Chriſt there is neither Greek 
% Nor Jew, circumciſion nor uncircumciſion, barbarian, Scythian?” 
noble or ignoble, bond or free, but Chriſt is All, and in All.” Col. 
iii. 

Ver. 7. In thee, O Zion, is the fountain of ſalvation, and from thee 
are derived all thoſe ſprings of grace, which flow, by the divine ap- 
pointment, while the world laſts, for the purification and refreſhment 
of thy people upon earth. | 
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I LORD God, my Saviour, day and night 
before thee cry'd have I. 
2 Before thee let my prayer come; 
give ear unto my Cry. 
3 For troubles great do fill my. ſoul : 
my life draws nigh the grave. 
4 Pm counted with thoſe that go down 
to pit, and no ſtrength have. 


Ver. 1, & 2. Why may we not hear in theſe words the voice of one 
fuffering Redeemer ? As man, he addreſſeth himſelf to his Father, 
the LoxD God of his ſal vation,“ from whom he expected, according 
to the promiſes, a joyful and ttiumphant reſurreRion : he pleaCeth the 
fervency and importunity of his prayers, offered up continually, « day 
« and night,” during the time of his humiliation and ſufferings; and 
be intreateth to be heard in theſe his ſupplications for his body my{ii- 
cal, as well as his body natural; for hiriſelf, and for all his people. 

Ver. 3. Is not this exactly parallel to what he ſaid in the garden, 
« My ſoul is exceeding forrowful, even unto death?“ Full, indeed, 
of troubles was thy © ſoul,” O bleſſed Jeſus, in that dreadful hour, 
when, under the united weight of our fins and ſorrows, thou wert ſink- 
ing into the “ grave,” in order to raiſe us out of it. Let us judge of 
thy love by thy ſufferings ; but it is impoſhble we can fully comprehend 
Either. 

Ver. 4. Next to the troubles of Chriſt's ſoul, were the diſgrace and 
ignominy to which he ſubmitted. He was © counted with them that 
« po down into the pit;“ he died, to all appearance, ke the reſt of 
mankind ; nay, he was forcibly put to death, as a malefactor; and 
ſeemed, in the hands of his executioners, “ as a man that had no 
« ſtrength,” no power, or might, to help and to fave himſelf. © His 
&* ſtrength went from him; he became weak, and like another man.” 
The people ſhook their heads at him, ſaying, * He ſaved others, him- 
« ſelf he cannot fave,” 
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5 Evn free among the dead, like them 
that ſlain in grave do lye; 
Cut off from thy hand, whom no more 
thou haſt in memory. 
6 Thou haſt me laid in loweſt pit, ; 
in deeps and darkſome caves. 
- Thy wrath lies hard on me, thou haſt - 


me preſs'd with all thy waves. 


Ver. 6, & 7. The ſufferings of Jeſus were like his being plunged 
into a dark and horrible abyſs, with the indignation of God, due to 
eur ſins, reſting upon him, and all the waves of affliction rolling over 
bim. The ſame image is uſed in Plal. Ixix. 


8 Thou haſt put far from me my friends: 
thou mad'ſt thein to abhor me: 
And I am fo ſhut up, that I 
find no evaſion for me. 
9 By reaſon of affliction, 
mine eye mourns dolefu!ly : 
To thee, Lord, do J call, and ſtretch 
my hands continvally, 


Ver. 8. At the apprehenſion of Chriſt, “ All his diſciples forſook 
him and fled.” Matt. xxvi. 56. Peter denied and abjured his Maſter, 
as if his acquaintance had been a diſgrace, and“ an abomination :” at 
the crucifixion, it is obſerved by the Evangeliſt Luke, that “ all his ac- 
quaintance ſtood afar off, beholding tbeſe things.” -The day muſt come, 
when each perſon, who reads this, ſhall be forſaken by the whole 
world; when relations, friends, and acquaintance ſhall all retire, un- 
able to afford him any help. In that ſolitary and awful hour, let us 
remember to think on the deſertion, the death, the burial, and the re- 
ſurreQion of our Redeemer. 

Ver, 9. See Heb. v. 7. Who in the days of his fleſh offered up 
© prayers and ſupplications, with ſtrong crying and tears.“ 


Y 


Io Wilt thou ſhew wonders to the dead ? 
ſhall they rife and thee bleſs ? 

11 Shall in the grave thy love be told? 
in death thy faithfulneſs ? 

12 Shall thy great wonders in the dark, 
or {hall thy right'ouſneſs 

4 Be F-nown to any in the land 

of deep forgetfulneſs? 


Ver. To, IT, & 12. It hath been ſometimes thought, that theſe verſes 
imply a denial, or at leaſt a doubt of the reſurrection from the dead; 
whereas they contain, in reality, the moſt powerſul plea that Chriſt 
himſelf, in his prayers to the Father, could urge for it; namely, that, 

| other wiſe, 


— 
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etherwiſe, man would be deprived of his ſalvation, and God of the glory 


thence accruing. | 

13 But, Lord, to thee I cry'd, my pray'r 
at morn prevent ſhall thee. 

14 Why, Lord, doſt thou caſt off my ſoul ? 
and hid'{t thy face from me ? 

x5 Diſtreſt am l, and from my youth 
I ready am to die : 

Thy terrors I have borne, and am 


diftracted fearfully. 


Ver. 13, & 14. Since therefore the wonders, the loving kindneſa, 
the faithlulnels, and the righteouſneſs of God, cannot be maniteſted by 
man's redemption, if Mefſiah-be left under the dominion of death, he 
redoubles his prayers for the promiſed deliverance ; and ſpeaks of his 
redemption in the hour of ſorrow, as in Pſal. xxii, 1. My God, my 
God, why haſt thou forſaken me?“ &c, 


16 The dreadful fierceneſs of thy wrath 
| quite over me doth go; 
Thy terrors great have cut me off, 
they did purſue me ſo; 
17 For round about me ev'ry day, 
like water, they did roll: 
And, gathering together, they 
have compaſſed my ſoul. 


Ver. 15, & 17. We are not to imagine that the holy Jeſus ſuf - 
fered for us only at Gethſemane, and on mount Calvary, His whole: 
life was one continued paſſion; a ſcene of labour and ſorrow, of con- 
tradition and perſecution : he was afflicted,“ as never man was, © from 
„ his youth up,” from the hour of his birth, when, thruſt out from the 
ſociety of men, he made his bed in the ſtable at Bethlehem; he was 
© ready to die;”” a victim deftined and prepared for that death, which, 
by anticipation, he taſted of through life; he ſaw the flaming ſword 
of God's “ fierce wrath” waiting to © cut him off from the land of 
the living; the © terrors'” of the Almighty ſet themſelves in array 
againſt him, threatening, like the mountainous waves of a tempeſtu- 
eus ſca, to overwhelm his amazed ſoul. 


18 My friends thou haſt put far from me, 
and him that did me love; 
And thoſe that mine acquaintance were 
to darkneſs didit remove. . — 


Ver. 13 It was a moſt affecting circumſtance of Chriſt's paſſion, 
that he was entirely forſaken, and left all alone, in that dreadful day. 
His “ lovers and friends,“ his difciples and acquaintance, “ were put 
© far from him;” they all © forſook him, and Red,” to hide themſelves 
from the fury of the Jews, “ in darkneſs, in dark, i. e. ſecret places.“ 

Oftentimes, 
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Oftentimes, alas! O bleſſed Jeſus, do we forſake thee ; but do not thou 
ſorlake us, or take thy Holy Spirit from us. 


— —— 


PSALM LXXXIX. 


I 6 mercies I will ever ſing: 
| and with my mouth I ſhall 
Thy faithfulneſs make to be known 
to generations all. 
2 For mercy ſhall be built, ſaid I, 
for ever to endure : 
Thy faithfulneſs even in the heav'ns 
thou wilt eſtabliſh ſure. 


Ver. 1. The“ mercies of Jenovan” have ever employed the voices 
of believers to celebrate them. Theſe mercies were promiſed to the 
human race, in their _-_ Repreſentative and Surety, before the world 
began; 2 Tim. 1. 9. Tit. i. 2. they were prefigured by ancient diſpen- 
ſations; and, in part, fulfilled, at the incarnation of Chriſt. The © faith 
« fulneis"” of God, in fulfilling them, is now © made known,” 

Ver. 2. Whatever be at any time the ſtate of the church on earth, 
ſhe knoweth that the foundation of God ſtandeth ſure; that the ſacred 
edifice, raiſed thereon, will be incorruptible and eternal as © heaven” 
itſclf, where only mercy and truth are to have their perfect work, in 
the everlaſting felicity of the redeemed. Of this felicity, which is to 
be the conſummation of God's promiſes, and our hopes, we behold 
tome faint reſemblance, as often as we view the ſtability, the beauty, 
and the glory of the viſible material © heavens.” 


3 I with my choſen one have made 
a cov'nant graciouſly ; 
And to my ſervant whom I lov'd, 
to David ſworn have I : 
4 That I thy ſeed eftabliſh ſhall 
for ever to remain, 
And will to generations all 
thy throne build and maintain, 


Ver. 3. & 4. See 2 Sam. vii. 12. &c. and Heb. i. 5.—— Remarkable 
are the words of the angel to Mary; „The Lord God ſhall give unto 
him the throne of his ſather David; and he ſhall reign over the houſe 
* of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there ſhall be no end.“ Luke 


1. 32, 
5 The praiſes of thy wonders, Lord, 
the heavens ſhall expreſs ; 
And in the congregation 
of ſaints thy faithfulneſs. 


6 For 
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6 For who in heaven with the Lord 
may once himſelf compare? 


Who is like God among the ſons 
of thoſe that mighty are ? 

Ver. 5. Did not © the heavens praiſe the wonders of Jrnovan,” 
when a multitude of the heavenly hoſt ſang at the birth of Chriſt ? 
Nor do © the ſaints“ omit to celebrate God's faithfulneſs in the con- 
gregation” upon earth. 1 Cor. xiv. IF, 

7 Great fear in meeting of the ſaints 
is due unto the Lord : | 
And be, of all about him, ſhould 
with rev'rence be ador'd. 
8 O thou that art the Lord of hoſts, 
what Lord in mightineſs 
Is like to thee, who compaſs'd round 
art with thy faithfulneſs ? 


Ver. 7, & 8. His omnipotence enables him, his faithfulneſs (if we 
may ſo expreſs it) binds him to perform thoſe gracious promiſes, which 
mercy prompted him to make, concerning our eternal redemption. 

9 Evn in the raging of the ſea 
thou over it doſt reign ; 
And when the waves thereof do ſwell, 
thou ſtilleſt them again. 
10 Rahab in pieces thou didſt break, 
llike one that ſlaughter'd is 
And with thy mighty arm thou haſt 
diſpers'd thine enemies. 


Ver. 9. God frequently appcals to this inſtance of his omnipotence 
See Job xxxviii. 11. Jer, v. 22. an attribute, of which our Lord ſhew- 
ed himſelf to have been poſſeſſed, when, being with his diſciples in the 
ihip; he aroſe and rebuked a rage pe wind and a raging ſea, and 
there was inſtantly a calm. In all cur troubles and temptations, be 
thou, bleſſed Jeſus, with us, and then they ſhall never finally over- 
whelm us. 

Ver. 10. The deſtruction of Pharaoh and of the Egyptians at the 
Red ſea is here mentioned as another inftance of God's mighty power. 
The ſame power, which effected this, hath ſince, in Chriſt Jeſus, over- 
come the world, and deſtroys the works of the devil. 

11 The heav'ns are thine, thou for thine own 
the earth doſt allo take; 
The world, and fulneſs of the ſame, 
thy pow'r did found and make. 
12 The north and ſouth from thee alone 


their firſt beginning had; es 
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Both Tabor mount and Hermon hill 
| ſhall in thy name be glad. 


13 Thou haſt an arm that's full of pow'r: 
thy hand is great in might: 
And thy right hand exceedingly 
exalted is in height. _ 
14 Juſtice and jullgement of thy throne 
are made the dwelling- place; 
Mercy, accompanied with truth, 
ſhall go before thy face. 


Ver. 13. The Pſalmiſt, having produced and meditated on ſome 
eminent inſtances of divine power, draws this general concluſion from 
thein. Towards the chriſtian church © the arm of- JIxHOVAH“ 
hath been revealed in a itill more extraordinary manner. She reflecteth 
on the wonders wrought by Jeſus: a conqueſt over more formidable 
enemies than Pharaoh and his Egyptians; a redemption from more 
cruel bondage; ſalvation from fin and death; a new creation, new hea- 
vens, and new earth, a new Jeruſalem, and a ſpiritual Zion. With addi- 
tional conviction may the therefore exclaim, “ Thou haſt a mighty 
arm; ſtrong is thy hand, and high is thy right hand,” 

Ver. 14. Although the power of God be infinite, yet is it never 
excrted, but under the direction of his other attributes. And when the 
great Judge of all the earth ſhall ſrom his throne pronounce the irre- 
verſible ſentence, not a creature then preſent ſhall be able to accuſe 
that ſentence of injuſtice, 


Fa 


15 O greatly bleſt the people are 
the joyſul found that know: 
In brightneſs of thy face, O Lord, 
they ever on {hall go. 
16 They in thy name ſhall all the day 
rejoice exceedingly ; 
And in thy right'ouſneſs ſhall they 
exalted be on high. 

Ver. 15. Theſe bleſſings are now become our own; the evangelical 
trumpet hath ſounded through the once heathen world; the Sun of 
righteouſneſs hath riſen upon the nations. Let ns attend to the joy- 
* ful ſoand ;”* let us“ walk” in the glorious © light.“ | 

17 Becauſe the glory of their ſtrenzth 
doth only ſtand in thee : 
And in thy favour ſhail our horn 
and pow'r exalted be. 
18 For Go3.is our defence, and he 
to us doth ſafety bring; 
8 The 
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1 The holy One of Iſrael 
is our almighty King. 


IT 109 In viſion to thy holy One 
8 thou ſaidſt, I help upon 
| A ſtrong ons laid: out of the folk 
$ I rais'd a choſen one; 
| 20 Ev'n David, I have found him out 
a ſervant unto me; 
And, with my holy oil, my king 
anointed him to be. 


Ver. 20, & 21. Chriſt is that true David (for ſo ux is called, Ezek. 
AXxXiV. 23. and xxxvii. 25.) the BELovED Son of God. * the ſervant 
« and elect of Jenovan, in whom his foul delighted, and on whom 
« he put his Spirit;“ Tai. xlii. 1. whom he © anointed with his holy 
„dil, with the oil of gladneſs, with the Holy Ghoſt and with power ;”* 
Pſal. xlv. 7. Acts x. 38. whom he ſtrengthened, and eſtabliſhed in his 
#piritual kingdom, with his hand, and arm, and the might of his om- 
nipotence. - 


21 With whom my hand ſhall ſtabliſh'd be: 
mine arm ſhall make him ſtrong. 
22 On him the foe ſhall not exact, 
nor ſon of miſchief wrong. 
23 I will beat down before his face 
all his malicious foes; _. 
I will them greatly plague who do 
with hatred him oppoſe. 


Ver. 22, 23, & 24. Theſe promiſes were fulfilled to David, when 
God delivered him out of the hand of Saul, and of all his other adver- 
ſaries. See 2 Sam. xxii. 1. And in what a full, perfect, and divine 
ſenſe were they verified to Chriſt ? That ſubtile enemy, which decci- 
6 veth the whole world, was not able to deceive him; neither the 
ſons nor the father of wickedneſs could overthrow and ſubdue him; all 
oppoſition fell before him, and they who hated him ſuffered unpa- 

ralleled deſolation; the promiſed faithfulneſs and mercy of IE HOVAN 
| were ever with him, and his kingdom was exalted with glory and hon- 
eur. 
24 My mercy and my faithfulneſs 
with him yet ſtill ſhall be: 
And in my name his horn and pow'r 
men ſhall exalted ſee. 
25 His hand and pow'r ſhall reach afar, 
TI ſet it in the ſea, 
And his right hand eſtabliſhed 


ſhall in the rivers be. 


Ver. 25 
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Ver. 25. The dominions of David and his ſon Solomon extended 
from the Mediterranean “ Sea” to the * rivers? Euphrates, &c. the 


empire of Chriſt is univerſal over Jews and Gentiles, throughout ail 


the earth. See Pſal. Ixxii. 8. &c. 


26 Thou art my father, he ſhall cry, 
thou art my God alone | 
And he ſhall ſay, Thou art the Rock 
of my ſalvation. _ 5 EF 
27 I'll make him my firſt born, more high 
than kings of any land: 
28 My love I'll ever keep for him, 
my cov'nant faſt ſhall ſtand, 
Ver. 26, & 27. All this, if in ſome reſpeQs true of David, is much 
moie emphatically fo of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
29 His ſeed I by my pow'r will make 
for ever to endure; 
And, as the days of beav'n, lus throne 
ſhall ſtable be and ſure ; 
30 But if his children ſhall forſake 
my laws, and go aſtray, 
And in my judgments ſhall not walk, 
but wander from my way; 
31 If they my laws break, and do not 
keep my commandements ; 
32 I'll vitit then their faults with rods, 
their fins with chaſtiſements. 
33 Yet Ill not take my love from him, 
nor falſe my promiſe make. 
34 My cov'navt I'll not break, nor change 
what with my mouth I ſpake. 


33 Once by my holineſs I ſware, 
to David Pl not lie: 
35 His ſeed and throne ſhall as the ſun 
before me laſt for ay. 
37 It, like the moon, ſhall ever be 
eſtablith'd ſtedfaſtly ; 
And like to that which in the heav'n wt 
doth witneſs faithfully. 
Ver. 35, 36, & 37. The promiſe, covenant, and oath of God, which 
ke declareth ſhall never fail, are * repeated. They relate to _ ſt, 
2 that 
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that © Seed,” or“ Son of David,” who “ endureth for ever: His 
throne is reſplendent as the * ſur,” his church is permanent as the 
„ moon.” And while the rainbow ſhall be ſeen in the clouds, man 


has a faithful witneſs in heaven of the immutable truth of God's word, 
and the infallible accompliſhment of what he promiſes. Sce Rev. iv. 3. 


Ezek. i. 28. 
38 But thou, diſpleaſed, haſt caſt off, 
thou didſt abhor and loathe; 
With him that thine anointed is 
thou haſt been very wroth, 
39 Theu haſt thy ſervant's covenant 
made void, and quite caſt by: 
Thou haſt profan'd his crown, while it 
caſt on the ground doth lye. 


40 Thou all his hedges haſt broke down, 
bis ſtrong holds down haſt torn, 

41 He to all paſſers by a ſpoil, i 
to neighbours is a ſcorn. 

42 Thou haſt ſet up his foes right hand : 
mad'ſt all his en*mies glad; | 

43 Turn'd his ſword's edge, and him to ſtand 
in battle haſt not made. 


44 His glory thou baſt made to ceaſe, 
his throne to ground down caſt 1 
45 Shortned his days of youth : and him 
'with ſhame thou cover'd haſt. 
46 How long, Lord, wilt thou hide thyſelf, 
for ever in thine ire? 
And ſhall thine indignation 
burn like unto a fire? 


Ver. 40, 41, 42, 43. 44, & 45. In days like theſe here deſcribed, 
when the children of God fall into the hands of thoſe who hate them, 
and drink thus deeply of the cup of affliction, diſtruſt and deſpondency 
are apt to ſeize upon the minds of men. — When the faithful few 
pcheld the true“ Son of David,” and © Anointed” of Jenovas, in the 
day of his ſufferings; when they ſaw him, without help or defence, 
ſpoiled and “ reproached by his neighbours ;”” when they viewed © the 
« right hand of his adverſaries ſct up,” and all his © enemies rejoicing” 
over bim; his © glory made to ceaſe,” and his © crown profaned in the 
« duſt; the days of his youth ſhortened,” and himſelf delivered over to 
a © ſhameful” as well as painful death; they then began to think“ the 
£ covenant made void,“ and the promiſes at an end. We truſted,” 
Faid they, „that it had been he who ſhould have redeemed Iirael!” 
Luke xxiv. | 


47 Remem- 
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47 Remember, Lord, how ſhort a time 
I thall on earth remain: 
O wherefore is it ſo that thou 
haſt made all men in vain ? 
43 What man is he that liveth here, 
and death ſhall never ſee ? 
Or from the power of the grave, 
what man his ſoul ſhall free? 


49 Thy former loving-kindneſies, 
O Lord, where. be they nov? 
Theſe which in truth and faithfulneſs. 
to David ſworn haſt thou ? 
5o Mind, Lord, thy ſervant's {ad reproach, 
how I in boſom bear 
The ſcornings of the people all, 
who ſtrong and mighty are. 


* 


Ver. 47, 48, & 49. Theſe © loving kindneſſes“ are called, in 
Ifaiah lv. 3. the ſure mercies of David;“ which © ſure mer cies of 
© David” are afhrmed by the apoſtle Paul, Acts x:it. 34. to have been 
then conferred on Iſrael, when, in the perſon of Jeſus, God raiſed our 
nature from the grave, | 

Ver. 50, & 51. They blaſphemed the God, who was faid to have 
made the promiſès; and © reproached the footſteps,” or mocked at the 
tardy advent of his Meſſiah, who was to eſtabliſh in Iſrael his everlaſt- 
ing throne. All theſe cruel taunts and inſults the church of God was 
obliged to ** bear in her boſom,“ and there to ſuppreſs them in filence, 
having nothing to anſwer, in the day of her calamity, and ſeeming 
deſtitution. 'The apoſtle Peter gives us a like account of the ſtate of the 
Chriſtian church, in the latter days: he exhorts us to be“ mindful of 
« the words which were ſpoken before by the holy Prophets, and of 
«© the commandments of the Apoſtles of the Lord and Saviour, becauſe 


*« there ſhall come in the laſt days ſcoffers, walking after their own. 


& luſts, and ſaying, Where is the promiſe of his coming 2 Pet. iii. 


51 Wherewith thy raging enemies 
reproach'd, O Lord, think on; 
Wherewith they have reproach'd the ſteps 
of thine anointed One. hg 
52 All bleſſing to the Lord our God 
let be aſcribed then : 8 
For evermore ſo let it be. | airs 14 
Amen, yet,» and Amen... niinutytledg par 


Ver, 52. But whatever be at any time their diſtreſs, either as a com- 
munity, or as individuals, the people of God are ſtill to believe, fl;ll 2 | 
hope, ſtill to bleſs and praiſe Jenovay, whoſe word is trüe, who 
5 8.3 works 
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PSALM XC. 
works are Taithful, whoſe chaſtiſements are mercies, and all whoſe 
promiſes are, in Chril Jeſus, yea and Amen, for evermore. 


* 


PSALM XC. 
I ] ORB; thou haſt been our dwelling-place 


in generations all: 
2 Before thou ever hadſt brought forth 
the mountains great or ſmall. 
Ere ever thou hadſt form'd the earth, 
and all the world abroad; 
Ev'n thou from everlaſting art 
to everlaſting, God. 

Ver. I, & 2. The Pfalniſt, abdut to deſcribe man's fleeting and 
tranſitory ſtate, firſt directeth us to contemplate the unchangeable na. 
ture and attributes of God, who hath always been a“ dwelling- place, 
or place of defence, and refuge, aflording protection and comfort to 
his people in the world, as he promiſed to be before the world began, 


| and will, in a more glorious manner, continue to be, after its diſſolu- 
tion. Se, for a parallel, Pſal. cit. 25, &c, with the apoſtle Paul's ap- 


Plication, Heb. i. 10. 
3 Thou doſt unto deſtruction 
man that is mortal turn: 
And unto them thou ſay'ſt, Again 
ye ſons of men, return. 
4 Becauſe a thouſand years appear 
no more before thy ſight 
Than yeſterday when it is paſt, * 
or than a watch by night. 


5 As with an overflowing flood, 

thou carry'ſt them away. 
They like a fleep are: like the grafs 

that grows at morn are they. 

6 At morn it flourithes and grows, 
cut down at ev'n doth fade. 

7 For by thine anger we're conſum'd, 
thy wrath makes us afraid. 


Ver. 7, & 8. The generations of men are troubled and conſumed by 
divers diſeaſes, and ſundry kinds of death, through the diſpleaſure of 
God; his diſpleaſure is occaſioned by cheirefins, all of which he ſeeth and 
52 5 If Moſes wrote this Plalm, the roVocatiuns and cbattiſc- 

pan of 40 \024l are vets * to. bk the lame th ug is true both in 
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8 Our fins thou and iniquities 
doſt in thy preſence place, 
And ſett'ſt our ſecret faults before 
the brightneſs of thy face. 
9 For in thine anger all our days 
do paſs on to an end; 
And, as a tale that hath been told, 
ſo we our years do ſpend. : 


10 Threeſcore and ten years do fum up 

our days and years, we fee ; 

Or if, by reaſon of more ſtrength, 
in ſome fourſcore they be : 

Yet doth the ſtrength of ſuch old men 
but grief and labcur prove; 

For it is ſoon cut off, and we 
fly hence, and ſoon remove. 


11 Who knows the power of thy wrath ? 
| according to thy fear 
12 So is thy wrath. Lord, teach thou us 
our end in mind to bear: 
And ſo to count our days, that we 
our hearts may ſtill apply 
To learn thy wiſdom and thy truth, 
that we may live thereby. 


13 Turn yet again to us, O Lord; : 
how long thus ſhall it be? 
Let it repent thee now for thoſe 
| that ſervants are to thee. 
14 O with thy tender mercies, Lord, 
us early fatisfy ; 
So we rejoice ſhall all our days, 
and ſtill be glad in thee. 


Ver. 13. During the reign of death over poor mankind, God ſeem- 
ed to be abſ-nt ; he was therefore by the faithful intreated to © return,” 
and to ſatisfy their longing defires aſter ſalvation; to haſten the day 
when Meſhah ſhould make a © propitiation” for ſin, when he ſhould 
redecra his ſervants from death, and ranſom them from the power of 
the grave, The Chriſtian, who knoweth that his Lord is riſen indeed, 
looks forward to the reſurrection of the juſt, when death ſhall be fin- 
ally ſwallowed up in victory. 2:0 2 1 


15 According 
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15 According as the days have been 
wherein we grief have had, 
And years wherein we ill have ſeen, 
ſo do thou make us glad. 
16 O let thy work and pow'r appear 
thy ſervant's face before; 
And ſhew unto their children dear 
thy glory evermore. 
Ver. 16. The ſalvation of men is that“ work” of God, whereby 
his © glory“ is manifeſted to all generations, and which all genera» 
tions of his people do therefore long to behold accompliſhed, 
17 And let the beauty of the Lord 
| our God be us upon : 


Our handy works eſtabliſh thou, 
eſtabliſh them each one, 


| PSALM XCl. 
HE that doth in the ſecret place 
of the Mot High reſide, 
Under the ſhade of him that is a 
th' Almighty, ſhall abide: 
2 I of the Lord, my God, will ſay, 
| He is my refuge ſtill, | 
He is my fortreſs, and my God, 
and in him truſt I will. 


Ver. 1, & 2. The deſcription is eminently applicable to the Man 
Ehriſt J-ſus. He is repreſented as dwelling, like the ark in the Holy 
of hohes, under the immediate © ſhadow” an protection of the Al- 
mighty, who was his © refuge and fortreſs” againſt the open attacks of 
his enemies; his preſerver from the “ ſuares” of the devil, and from 
the univerſal contagion of ſin, that ſpiritual “ peſtilence.” In all dan» 
gers, whether ſpiritual or corporal, the members of Chriſt's .myſtical 
body may reflect with comfort, that they. are under the ſame Almighty. 


8 


Protector. | 


3 Affuredly he ſhall thee fave, 
and give deliverance 
From ſubtile fowler's ſnare, and from 
the noiſome peſtilence. | 
4 His feathers ſhall thee hide; thy truſt 
under his wings ſhall be: 
His faithfulneſs ſhall be a ſhield 
and buckler unto thee, * 


5 Thou 
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5 Thou ſhalt not need to be afraid 
for terrors of the night, 
Nor for the arrow that doth fly 
by day, while it is light : 
6 Nor for the peſtilence that walks 
in darkneſs ſecretly ; 
Nor for deſtruction that doth waſte 7 
at noon-day openly. 
Ver. 5, & 6, Jeſns Chriſt has overcome the world, to prevent his 
by people from being overcome by it. 
re. 7 A thouſand at thy fide ſhall fall, 
on thy right had ſhall lye 
Ten thouſand dead: yet unto thee 
it ſhall not once come nigh. 
3 Only thou with thine eyes ſhalt look, 
and a beholder be; 
And thon therein the juſt reward 
of wicked men ſhalt ſee, 


Ver. 7. Sin is a peſtilence, the contagion of which no ſon of Adam 
ever eſcaped, but the bleſſed Jeſus. He ſtood alone untouched by its 
venom ; thouſands and ten thouſands, all the myriads of mankind, fell 
around him; © but it did not come nigh Him.” Heal us of this our 
diſtemper, O thou Phyſician of ſouls, and let it not prove our everlaſt- 
ing deſtruction; © ſtand,” like thy repreſentative of old,“ between the 
e dead and the living, and let the plague be ſtayed.” Numb. Xvi. 

9 Becauſe the Lord, who conſtantly 
my refuge is alone, 
Ev'n the Moſt High is made by thee 
thy habitation : 

ro No plague ſhall near thy dwelling come, 
no ill ſhall thee befal : 

11 For, thee to keep in all thy ways, 


his angels charge he ſhall. 


12 They in their hands ſhall bear thee up, 
{till waiting thee upon. 
Leſt thou at any time ſhouldſt daſh 
thy foot againſt a ſtone. 
13 Upon the adder thou ſhalt tread, 
and on the lion ſtrong; 
Thy feet on dragons trample ſhall, 
and on the lions young. 


Ver. 13. 


—— 
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Ver. 13. The fury and the venom of our ſpiritual enemies are often 

in ſcripture pourtrayed by the natural qualities of © lions and ſerpents.“ 
Meſſiah's compleat victory over thoſe enemies ſeemeth here to be pre- 
dicted. And through grace he maketh his people more than conquer- 
ors in their conflicts with the ſame adverſaries. Give us. O Lord, 


courzy* to reſiſt the * lion's” rage, and wiſdom to elude the wiles of 
"the © ſerpent.” ; ; 


14 Becauſe on me he ſet his love, 
Pi fave and ſet him free: 
Becaute my great name be hath known, 
I will him fet on high. 
15 He'll call on me, I'll anſwer him: 
I will be with him ſtill, | 
In trouble to deliver him, I 
and honour him I will. 


Ver. 14, & T5. In the former part of our Pſalm, the prophet 
had ſpoken in his own perſon ; here God himſelf is plainly introduced, 
as the ſpeaker, And O how ſweet, how delightful and comfortable are 
his words, addreſſed eminently to his beloved Son Meſſiah; and in him 
to all his adopted children, to all who love God, and have known 
* his name.“ To ſuch are promifed, an anſwer to their prayers ; the 
"preſence of their heavenly Father with them, in the day of trouble; 
protection and deliverance ; ſalvation, and honour, and glory, and im- 
mortality. All thefe promiſes have already been made good to our 

17 cious Head and Repreſentative, His prayers have been heard; his 

vfferings ane over; he is riſen and aſcended; and behold, he liveth 
and reigneth for evermore. Swift fly the intermediate years, and riſe 
that long-expe&ted morning, when He who is gone © to prepare a 
place for us, ſhall come again, and take us to himſelf, that where he 


„is, there we may be alſo !” 2 
16 With length of days unto his mind 
| I will him fatisfy z 
I alſo my ſalvation 
will cauſe his eyes to ſee. 
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| PSALM XCU. 
1 "PO render thanks unto the Lord 
X it is a comely thing; | 
And to thy name, O thou Moſt High, 
due praiſe aloud to ing : | 
2 Thy loving-kindneſs to ſhew forth 
when ſhines the morning light, 
And to declare thy faithfulneſs, 
- with pleaſure, ev'ry night; 


—_—_ 
— — 


\ > 7 — 2 3 2 * 7 
” 5.2 a * 


PSALM XCII. 

Ver, I, & 2. © Thankſgiving” is the duty, and ought to be the 
delight of a Chriſtian. It is his duty, as being the leaſt return he can 
make to his great Benefactor: it ought to be his delight, ſor it is that 
of angels, and will be that of every grateful heart, whether in heaven, 
or on earth. The“ mercy” of God in promiſing ſ:]vation, and his 
« faithfulneſs” in accompliſhing it, are inexhauſtible ſubjects for 
morning and“ evening” praiſes; every voice ſhould be tuned to cele- 
brate them, until day and night come to an end. But more eſpecially 


ſhould this be done on the“ ſabbath'' day; which, when ſo employed, 
affords a lively reſemblance of that cternal ſabbath, 


3 On a ten- ſtringed inſtrument, 
upon the pſaltery : 5 
And on the harp with ſolemn ſound, 
and grave ſweet melody. 
4 For thou, Lord, by thy mighty works, 
haſt made my heart right glad: 
And I will triumph in the works 


— | which by-thine hands were made. 
= Ver. 4. A profpeR of creation, in the vernal ſeaſon, fallen as it is, 
ha inſpires the mind with joy. But how doth the regenerate foul exult 
>wn and triumph at beholding that“ work” of God's © hands,” whereby 
the he hath created all things anew in Chriſt Jeſus! If we can be r 
ble; with ſuch a world as this, where ſin death have fixed their habita- 
"ag | tion; ſhall we not much rather admire thoſe other heavens, and that 
our other earth, wherein dwell righteouſneſs and life? What are we to 
; his think of the palace, ſince even the priſon is ſo beautiful! 
veth How great, Lord, arethy works! eachthought 
riſe 5 5 s 2 J 8 
ge of thine a deep it is: 
re he 6 A brutiſh man it knoweth not : 


fools underſtand not this. 
7 When thoſe that lewd and wicked are 
ipring quickly up like graſs, 
And workers of iniquity 
do flouriſh all apace : 


Ver. 5, & 6. Glorious are the works, deep the counſels, marvellous 
| the diſpenſations of God, in nature, in providence, in grace. But all 
are loſt to the man void of ſpiritual diſcernment ; who, like his fellow 
brutes,“ is bowed down to earth, and knoweth no pleaſures but thoſe 
of ſenſe. Here he hath choſen his paradiſe, and ſet up his tabernacle : 
not conſidering, that his tabernacle muſt ſhortly be taken down, and 
he mult remove hence for ever. 

Ver. 7, & 8. The wicked are only nouriſhing themſelves like ſenſe- 
leſs cattle in plentiful paſtures, for the approaching day of ſlaughter. 
He who is ignorant of the final iſſue of things, who attendeth not to 
his eternal intereſt, he is, in ſcripture language, „ the brutiſh man,” 
and the“ fool,” who knoweth not the works, neither underſtandeth 
the deſigns of heaven. When the © graſs” hath attained to its moſt 
flouriſhing eſtate, and all the flowers of the field are in perſect beauty. 
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Ver. 1. 
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then the mower entereth with his ſeythe. What a forcible admohi- 


tion to truſt only in him, who, without © variableneſs or ſhadew of 
« turning, is moſt High for evermore!” : 


It is that they for ever may 
deſtroyed be and ſlain: 
8 But thou, O Lord, art the Moſt High, 
for ever to remain. : 
9 For lo, thine enemies, O Lord, 
thine en'mics periſh ſhall ; 
The workers of iniquity 
ſhall be diſperſed all. 


Ver. 9, & ro. The © workers of iniquity” are the “ enemies of I- 
4% yovan,” and will be“ ſcattered' by the breath of his diſpleaſure, as 
graſs, after it is cut down, dried up and withered, is driven away by 
the whirlwind. But my horn,” ſaith the Pſalmiſt, (it is likely, in 
the perſon of Meſſiah,) “ my horn,“ that is, the ſtrength and power 
of my kingdom, © ſhalt thou exalt like the power of the ſtrongeſt crea- 
tures; * I ſhall be,” or, | am anointed with freſh oil;” I am ap- 
pointed and conſecrated King of Zion Chriſtians alſo have “ an 
* union from the Holy One,” by which they are enabled to ſubdue 
their ſpiritual enemies; they reign over their paſſions and affections; 
they are exalted in the Redeemer ; they ate made unto their God 
« kings and prieſts.” 1 John ii. Rev. v. b 


10 But thou ſhalt, like unto the horn 
of th' unicorn, exalt 
My horn on high: thou with freſh oil 
angoint me alſo ſhalt. 1 
11 Mine eyes ſhall alſo my deſire 
ſee on mine enemies: 
Mine ears ſhall of the wicked hear 
that do againſt me riſe. 


Ver. Ir. Their efforts ſhall at length be crowned with victory over 
every thing which reſiſteth and oppoſeth itſelf; and the day is coming, 
when they ſhall view all the enemies of their falvation overthrown, as 
the Iſraelites ſaw the Egyptians dead upon the ſea ſhore. 


12 But, like the palm-tree, flouriſhing 
{hall be the right'ous One: 
Ke ſhall like to the cedar grow 
that is in Lebanon. 
13 Thoſe that within the houſe of God 
are planted by his grace, 
They ſhalt grow up, and flouriſh all 
in our God's holy place. 


Ver. 12. The monentary proſperity of the wicked was compared 


above to the tranſient verdure of © graſs,” The durable felicity of the 
Tightevus 
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PSALM XCII. ; 
11— righteous is here likened to the laſting ſtrength and beauty of © palms" 
of and © cedars.“ But chiefly is the compariſon applicable to that Juſt 


One, the King of Righteouſneſs, and Tree of Life; eminent and up- 
right ; ever verdant and fragrant ; under the greateſt preſſure and weight 
of ſufferings, ſtill aſcending toward heaven; affording both fruit and 
protection; incorruptible and immortal. “I ſat down,” faith, the 

church, © under his ſhadow with great delight, and his fruit was ſweet 
« to my taſte,” Song ii. 3. | 

Ver. 13. Believers are ityled * Iſaiah, “ Trees of righteouſneſs, the 
« planting of Jenovan.” Chap. Ixi. 3. They are planted by the living 
waters of comfort, “in the houſe of God; where, under the means of 
grace, they flouriſh” in hope of glory. 


14 And in old age, when others fade, 
they fruit {till forth ſhall bring: 


_ They ſhall be fat, and full of ſap, 

by | and ay be flouriſhing : 

= 15 To ſhew that upright is the Lord : 

5 he is a rock to me; 

ap- | And he from all unright'ouſneſs 

r is altogether free. 

ns; Ver. 14. The church of Chriſt, like her repreſentative Sarah, is now _ 

6d © well ſtricken in years; but we hope that, like her, ſhe will © ſtill 
« bring forth fruit in her old age;”* we look for many more © children 
« of promile” to be born unto Chriſt, both from among the Jews and 
Gentiles, 

Ver. 15. The fruit brought forth in the church redounds to the 
gloty of God, by whom the trees, in this his new paradiſe, were plant- 
ed ; it ſhews to all the world, that he is juſt and“ upright”? in his deal- 
ings; that he is true to his promiſes; *immoveable, as a © rock,” in his 
counſels; determined to puniſh the wicked, and to reward the good; 
ſo that when his proceedings ſhall come to be unfolded at the laſt day, 
it will appear to all the world, that “there is no unrighteouſneſs in 
N 

ver PSALM XCIIL 
„ as I TE Lord doth reign, and cloth'd is he 
with majeſty moſt bright; 
His works do ſhew him cloth'd to be 
and girt about with might: 
The world is alſo ſtabliſhed, 
that it cannot depart. 
2 Thy throne is fix'd of old, and thou 
from everlaſting art. 

Ver. t. From the Beginning, God, as Creator, was ſovereign Lord 

of the univerſe. He was alſo formerly, in a more eſpecial manner, Kin 
TRY" ol Iſrael. But fince that time, a new and ſpiritual kingdom hath been 
the crected, Riſen from the dead, and aſcended into heaven, the Lord 
e | T Jeſus 
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PSALM XCIII. 


Jeſus reigneth, and ſhall reign, © till he hath put all enemies under his 


feet.“ 1 Cor. xv. 25. By the glorification of his human nature, he 
is „ cloathed ”* with majeſty. © All power is given unto him in heaven 


and in earth;” Matt. xxviii. 18. ſo that he is © girded with ſtrength;” 

and through that-ſtrength, he hath „ eſtabliſhed” the new © world,” 
that is to ſay, his church, that it“ cannot be moved, or ſubverted, by 
all che powers of earth and hell. 12553 


3 The floods, O Lord, have lifted up, 

they lifted up their voice: 
The floods have lifted up their waves, 
and made a mighty noiſe. 

4 But yet the Lord, that is on high, 

is more of might by far 
Than noiſe of many waters is, 

or great ſea-billows are. 


Ver, 3 & 4. In the firſt of theſe verſes, the church appears like a 
mip in a ſtormy fea. Perſecutions and afflictions are thoſe © floods,” 
thoſe © waves” of this troubleſome world, which threaten every mo- 
ment to overwhelm and fink her. But ſhe ſtrengtheneth and comfort- 
eth herſelf in the Lord her God: He can fay to ſorrows and tempta- 


tions, as he did to the waters of the ſea, © Peace, be ſtill; hitherto ſhall 


5 


ye come, but no farther;“ and his word is with equal power, in both 


caſes. 


5 Thy teſtimonies ev'ry one 
in faithfulneſs excell ; 
And holineſs for ever, Lord, 
thine houſe becometh well. 


Ver. 5. God's © teſtimonies” contain the promiſes made in ſcripture 
to the church, that he will be with her during the aillitions which 


befall her here below, and will, in time, deliver her out of all her 


troubles. Theſe “ teſtimonies are very ſure;”” theſe promiſes do not, 


they cannot fail.“ Holineſs,” therefore, which confiſteth in obedience 


and patience, © becometh,” is the proper ornament, grace, and beauty 
of © his houſe,” and of Chriſtians, thoſe living ſtones that compoſe it. 
Sacred and inviolable is the word of our King; ſacred and inviolable 


ſhould be the loyalty of his ſubjecte. 
PSALM NXCIV. 


1 Oo Lorp Gop, unto whom alone 
| all vengeance doth belong : 
O mighty God, who vengeance own'ſt, 
ſhine forth, avenging wrong. 
2 Lift up thyſelf, thou of the earth 
the ſov'reign Judge that art: 
And unto thoſe that are ſo proud 
a due reward impart, 
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PS ALM XCIV. 
3 How long, O mighty God, ſhall they 
who lewd and wicked be, 
How long ſhall they that wicked are 
thus triumph haughtily ? 
4 How long ſhall things moſt hard by them 
be uttered and told ; 
And all that work iniquity 
to boaſt themſelves be bold ? 
a 
Ver. 3, & 4. See Rev. vi. 9, &c. 


5 Thy folk they break in pieces, Lord, 
thine heritage oppreſs. 

6 The widow they, and ſtranger ſlay, 
and kill the fatherleſs. 

7 Yet ſay they, God it ſhall not ſee 
ror God of ]:cob know. 

8 Ye brutiſh people, underſtand ; 
fools, when wiſe will ye grow ? 


Ver. 5, & 6. Chriſt is become an huſband to his church, a father to 
her children, and the only friend to both in time of need. Elſe were 
they all in the ſtate of ſtangers and orphans, expoſed, with their widow- 
ed mother, to the unrelenting malice and fury of the great oppreſſor 
and murderer. | : 

9 The Lord did plant the ear of man, 

and hear then ſhall not he ? 

He only form'd the eye, and then 
ſhall he not clearly fee ? 

10 He that the nations doth correct, 

ſhall he not chattiſe you ? 

He knowledge unto man doth teach, 
and ſhall himſelf not know? 


11 Man's thoughts to be but vanity 
the Lord doth well diſcern. 

12 Bleſt is the man thou chaſtneſt, Lord, 
and mak'ſt thy law to learn. 

13 That thou mayſt give him reſt from days 
of ſad adverſity, | 

Until the pit be digg'd for thoſe 

that work iniquity, 


14 For ſure the Lord will not caſt off 
thoſe that his people be, 
. Neither 


PSALM XCIV. 
Neither his own inheritance 
quit and ſorſake will he. © . 
15 But judgment unto right*ouſneſs 
{hall yet return again 
And all ſhall follow after it 
that are right-hearted men. 


16 Who will riſe up for me againſt 

thoſe that do wickedly? - | 

Who will ſtand up for me *gainſt thoſe 
that work iniquity ? 

17 Unleis the Lord had been my help, 

when I was ſore oppreſt, 

Almoſt my ſoul had in the houſe 
of ſilence been at reſt. 


Ver. 16, & 17. How often have our ſpiritual enemies ariſen sgainſt 
us, may true Chriſtians ſay, threatening to bring us into a ſtate of eter- 
nal death, but the Lord Jeſas was our help and our ſalvation.” 


18 When I had uttered this word, 
(My foot doth flip away,) 
Thy mercy held me up, O Lord, 
thy goodneſs did me ſtay. 
19 Amidſt the multitude of thoughts 
which in my heart do fight, | 
My ſoul, leſt it be overcharg'd, 
thy comforts do delight. 


Ver. 18. When the child of God, walking in the ſlippery paths of 
life, findeth himſelf falling into temptation, if he confeſſeth his inability 
to ſtand his ground, and crieth out, like Peter on the water, to his hea. 
venly Father, Lord, ſave me, I periſh;”” a mercifu!, gracious, and 


powerſul hand, will immediately be ſtretched out, to ſupport his ſteps, 
and eſtabliſh his goings. 


20 Shall of iniquity the throne 
have fellowſhip with thee, 
Which miſchief, cunningly cont riv'd, 
doth by a law decree ? - 
21 Againſt the right'ous fouls they join, 
they guiltleſs blood condemn. 
22 But of my refuge God's the rock, 
and my defence from them. 


— 


23 On them their own iniquity 
the Lord ſhall bring and lay, 
Aud 
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PSALM XCV. 
And cut them off in their own fin ; 
— our Lord God ſhall them ſlay. 
8 ALE? — 25 
PSALM XCV. 
1 O Come, let us ſing to the Lord: 


come, let us ev'ry one 55 
A joy ful noiſe make to the Rock 
of our ſalvation. | 
2 Let us before his preſence come 
with praiſe and thankful voice: 
Let us ſing pſalms to him with grace, 
end make a joyful noiſe, 


Ver. 1. Jeſus, by redeeming bis people from their enemies, hath 
opened their lips, and their mouths ought, therefore, to ſhew forth his 
praiſe, He is the Rock of ages, in which is opened a ſountain for fin 
and uncleanneſs; the Rock which attends the charch in the wilderneſs, 
pouring forth the water of life, for her uſe and comfort; the Rock 
which is our fortreſs again? every enemy, ſhadowing aud refreſhing a 
weary land. O come, then, let us ing unto this our I. on o, let us 
make a joyſul noiſe unto this Rock of our ſalvation.” | 

Ver. 2. The *-preſence” of Jevovan dwelt formerly between the 
chervbim, in a tabernacle, or temple, made with hanils, whither the 
1:raclites were to reſort, until God became manifeſt in the fluſh. Aſter 
that time, the divine preſence left the iynagogue, and removed into the 
Chriſtian church. 7 | 

3 For God a great God, and great King, 
above all gods he is. 
4 Depths of the earth are in his hand: 
thbe ſtrength of hilis is his. 
To him the ſpacious {ea belongs, — 
for he the ſame did make: 
The dry land alſo from his hands 
its form at firſt did take. 


Ver. 3. It is not without reaſon, that we are exhorted to give thanks 
and praiſe unto our God and King ; for he is“ worthy to receive glory 
and bleſſing: Rev. v. 12. he is a God above all that are called by 
that name; above thoſe deitics, which were once worſhipped by the 
ancient heathen ; above the world, which ſtil} continues to be an object 
of adoration among infatuated mortals, His throne is ever all, and 
Power and dominion are his. 


6 O come, and let us worſhip him, 
let us bow down withal ; 
And on our knees before the Lord 
. our Maker, let us fall. 
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PSALM XC. 
7 For he's our God, the people we 
ol his own paſture are, ; 
And of his hand the ſhezp.: to-day 
it ye his voice will hear, 

Ver. 7. An additional reaſon, why we ſhould both praiſe Jenovan, 
and pray to him, is the peculiar relation into which he hath been 
pleaſed to put himſelf by the covenant of grace: © he is our GoDp;” 
we are the objects of his tender care, and unſpeakable love; we his 
« people,” and his © ſheep ;”* his choſen flock, which he hath purcha- 
ſed with his blood, which he feeds with his Word, and refreſhes with 
his Spirit, in fair and pleaſant paſtures. From thoſe paſtures, O thou 
good Shepherd, ſuffer us not to ſtray; or, if we do ſtray, bring us 
ſpeedily back again, by any means, which thou, in thine infinite wiſe 
dom, ſhalt think fit. Wholeſome is the diſcipline which drives us into 


the fold, and keeps us there. 


8 Then harden not your hearts, as in 
the provocation, 5 
As in the deſert, on the day 
of the tentation; 
g When me your fathers tempt'd and prov'd, 
| and did my working ee : | 
10 Ev'n for the ſpace of forty years 
this race hath grieved me : 


Ver. 8, & 9. What ſullows to the end of the Pſalm may be conſi- 


dered as ſpoken in the perſon of God himſelf, addreſſing us in theſe 


latter days, by the goſpel of his Son; for fo the Apoſtle teaches us to 


apply the whole paſſage, Heb. iii. 
I faid, 'This people errs in heart, 
my ways they do not know : 
11 To whom I ſware in wrath, that to 
my reſt they ſhould not go. 


Ver. 11.“ Let us therefore fear, Jeſt, a promiſe being made us of 
« entering into his reſt, any of you ſhould ſcem to come ſhort of it, &. 


+ 
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PSALM XCVI. 


1 O Sing a new ſong to the Lord, 
ſing all the earth to God. | 

2 To God ſing, bleſs his name : ſhew ſtill 

his ſaving health abroad. - 

3 Among the heathen nations 
his glory do declare ; 
And unto all the people ſhow 
his works that wondrous are. 
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P 8 A L M XCVI. 

Ver. 1. The praiſes of our Redeemer are to be ſung in a “ new” 
ſong; a ſong calculated to celebrate new mercics, prefigured by old 
ones wrought for Iſrael in former times; a ſong fit for the voices of 
renewed and regenerate men to ſing in the new Jeruſalem, in thoſe 
new heavens and that new earth, which conſtitute the new creation or 
kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, See the 5th, 7th, and 14th chapters of the 
Revelation. | 

Ver. 2. Let theſe words again excite us to ſing unto the Lord 
Jesus, and in pſalms and hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs, to bleſs his ſaving 
NAME. The latter clauſe oi the verſe is very expreſſive in the origi- 
nal, © Preach,” or“ Exangelize his ſalvation from day to day; let it 
be the conſtant theme of all your diſcourſes; publiſh it to the world in 
every poſſible way, by your words, and by your actions; and while 
God allows you breath and life, let one day tranſmit the glorious em- 
ployment to another, until it be reſumed and continued in heaven to 
all eternity. | 

Ver. 3. The “ glory” of Meſſiah in his incarnation, his life, his 
death, teſurrection, aſcenſion, and kingdom; the“ wonders” or mira- 
cles by him wrought upon the bodies and ſouls of men; theſe were 
the things“ declared among the heathen,” even “among all people,” 
by the Apoſtles and their ſucceſſors; theſe things are ſtill declared, by 
the ſcriptures read, and ſermons preached in the church, which was 
gathered originally from ameng the Gentiles, _ 


4 For great's the Lord, and greatly he 
is to be magnify'd: 
Yea, worthy to be fear'd is he 
above all gods beſide : 
5 For all the gods are idols dumb 
which blinded nations fear: 
But our God is the Lord, by whom 
the heav'ns created were. 


Ver. 4, & 5. Chriſt is to be celebrated, his glory and wonders are 
to be declared, becaule he is, 1a every poſſible ſenſe, © great;”” great in 
dignity, in power, in mercy ; and therefore © greatly to be praiſed” by 
every creature. The heavens and heaven'y bodies, adored by the na- 
tions, were no gods, but the works of © his“ hands, who hath fixcd his 
evcrlaſting throne high above them all, a 

6 Great honour is before his face, 
and majeſty divine : 
Strength is within his holy place, 
and there doth beauty ſhine, 
7 Do ye aſcribe unto the Lord, 
of people ev'ry tribe, 
Glory do ye unto-the Lord 
and mighty pow'r aſcribe, 


$ Give ye the glory to the Lord 
that to his name is due ; 


| 
| 
| 


— 


EY: PSALM XCVI. 


Com? ye into his courts, and bring 
an offering with you. | 
9 In beauty of his holineſs 
O do the Lord-adore : | 
Like wiſe let all the earth througho 
tremble his face before. 
Ver. 7,8, & 9. The tribes of the ſpiritual Iſtael ought to aſcribe to 


their Redeemer all “ glory and ſtrength,“ as effentially inherent in 


him, and by him communicated to his people; to give him the entire 
„ glory of his name,” and of that « ſalvation” imported by it; to bring 
the “ ſacrifices” of the goſpel, and to aſſemble in the * courts“ of his 
houſe; to worſhip him © in the beauty of holinets;” to “ fear” and 
obey him, as the ſubjects of a King inveſted with plenitude of power 
in heaven and carth. 


10 Among the heathen ſay, God reigns : 
the world ſhall ſtedfaſtly 
Be xd from moving. he ſhall judge 
the people right'ouſly. 
11 Let heav'ns be ghd before the Lord, 
and let the earth rejoice : | 
Let ſeas, and all that is therein, 
cry out, and make a noiſe. 


Ver. 10. A new and eternal kingdom is erected ; the uſurped empire 
of Satan is overthrown, and the Lord Jeſus, having redeemed his peo- 
ple; reigneth in their hearts by faith; a community is formed, not up- 
on the plan of ſecular policy, but upon the divine principle of heavenly - 
love; it is eſtabl ſned on immpveable foundations, nor ſhall the gates 
cf hell prevail againſt it; righteouſneſs ſhall dwell in it, ſince He, who 
is the King of Righteouſnels, preſides, directs, and determines all things, 
by his word, and his Spiric, 

Ver. 11, & 12. Tranſported with a view of thefe grand events, and 
beholding in Spirit the coming of King Meſfiah, che Pfalmiſt exults. 
in moſt jubilant and triumphant ſtrains, calling the whole creation to 
break forth into joy, and to celebrate the glories of redemption. The 
heavens, with the innumerable orbs fixed in them, which, while they. 
roll and ſhine, declare the glory of beautiful ſaints; the earth, which, 
made fertile by celeſtial influences, ſheweth the work of grace on the 
hearts of men here below; the ficld, which, crowned with a produce 
of an hundred fold, diſplayeth an emblem of the fruit yielled by the 
feed of the Word in the church: the trees of the wood, lofty, verdant, 
and diffuſive, apt repreſentatives of holy perſons, thoſe trees of righ- 
« teouſneſs, the planting of Jenovan,” Iſai. 1:i. 3. whoſe examples 
are eminent, fair, and extenſive : all theſe are, by the prophet, excited 
to join in a chorus of thankſgiving to the Maker and Redeemer of the 
world. 8 


12 Let fields rejoice, and ev'ry thing 
that ſpringeth of the earth: 
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PS ATL M XCVIL 


Then woods; and ev'ry tree ſhall ſing 
with gladneſs and with mirth 
13 Before the Lord; becauſe he comes, 
to judge the earth comes he; 
He'll judge the world with right'ouſneſs, 
the people faithfully. 

Ver. 13. The coming of Chriſt is twofold ; firſt, he came to ſanctify 
his people, and he will come again to glorify them. Either of his king. 
doms, that of grace, or that of glory, may be ſignified by his “ judging 
© the world in righteouſneſs and truth.” If creation be repreſented, 
us rejoicing at the eſtabliſhment of the former, how much greater will 
the joy he at the approach of the latter, when © the whole creation 


« ſhall be delivered from the bondage of corruption, into the glorious 
© liberty of the ſons of Gol.“ Rom. viii. 


PSALM XCVII. 
1 6 reigneth: let the earth be glad, 
and iſles rejoice each one. 
2 Dark clouds him compaſs; and in right 
with judgment dwells his throne, 
3 Fire goes before him, and his foes 
it burns up round about, 
4 His lightnings lighten did the world: 
earth ſaw, and ſhook throughout; 


Ver. r. Triumphant over death and hell, the Lord Jefus is gone up 
on high, and « reigneth.” What greater cauſe can the whole earth have 
to © rejoice ;”* yea, even the moſt diſtant” iſles of the Gentiles, to “ be 
« glad,” and to ſing for joy. We Britons, as inhabiting one of thoſe 
heathen iſles, and enjoying ſo fair a portion of evangelical blefſiags, 
have reaſon to repeat this verſe, with a particular pleaſure and ener- 


gy. 

Ver. 3, 4, & 5. The exaltation of Chriſt to the throne of his king- 
dom, was followed by a dreadful difplay of that vengeance, which 
broke in pieces the Jewiſh nation, and broaght their civil and religi- 
ous polity to an utter diſſolution. In the hiſtory of their deſtruction, 
the world of the ungodly may view a ſtriking picture of the great and 
terrible day of the Lord, 


5 Hills, at the preſence of the Lord, 
like wax, did melt away ; 
Evn at the preſence of the Lord 
of all the earth, I ſay. 
6 The heav'ns declare his right'ouſneſs: 
all men h:s glory ſee. 
7 All who ſerve graven images 
confounded let them be: | 
Ver. 6. 


PSALM' XCVII. 


Ver. 6. © The heavens, by the manifeſtation of vengeance from 
thence, reveal, + declare,” and proclaim, the © righteous” judgements 
of Metab ; and “ all the people” upon, carth are witneſſes of the 

« glory“ of his victory, over every thing that oppoſeth itſelf to the eſ- 
tabliſhment of his kingdom. This will be more eminently the caſe 
at 1 ſecond coming in the glory of his Father, with the holy an- 
te | 


Who do of idols boaſt themſelves 
let ſhame upon them fall: 

Ye that are called gods, ſee that 

| ye do him wor ſhip all. 
8 Zion did hear, and joyful was, 

glad Judab's daughuers were; 

They much rejoic'd, O Lord, becauſe 
thy judgments did appear, "EY 


Ver. 8, & 9. The inhabitants of the new © Zion, „ or the people of 
God, © heard?” the tidings, that idols and idolatry were fallen, and the 
Lord Jeſus reigned triumphant ; they heard, and © were glad; the 
* daughters of Judah,” or Chriſtian churches, rejoiced' in the Holy 

- Ghoſt, with joy unſpeakable, © becauſe of theſe judgements”. of their 
God upon his enemies, whereby he evinced himſelf: * to the 
powers of the earth, and the gods of the nations. . 


9 For thou, O Lord, art high above 
all things on earth that are: 
Above all other gods thou art 

ecxalted very far. 

10 Hate ill, all ye that love the Lord: 
bis ſaints ſouls keepeth he, 
And from the hands of wicked men 
he fets them ſafe and free. 


11 For all thoſe that be righteous 
ſown is a joyful light, | 
And gladneſs ſown is for all thoſe 
that are in heart upright. 
12 Ye right'ons, in the Lord rejoice ; 
expreſs your thankfulneſs, 
When ye unto. your memory 
do call his holineſs. 


— 


f 


PSALM XCVIII 
I SING a new ſong to the Lord, 
for wonders he hath done: 


2 - 


PS'A LM XCVII. 
His right band, and his holy arm 
him victory hath won. 
2 The Lord God his ſal vation 
hath cauſed to be known: 
His juſtice in the heathen's ſiglit | 
he openly hath ſhown, ws 

Ver. 1. New mercies and wonders demand new ſongs. And what 
mercies, what wonders, can be compared with thoſe wrought by the 
holy Jeſus? © Go and tell John,” ſaith he to 22 diſciples; go tell 
all the world, ſaith he to his own diſciples, “ the things which ye ſee, 
« and hear ; the marvellous things which I do to the bodies, and to 
the ſouls of men. © The blind receive their fight,” and the ignorant 
minds are enlightened with knowledge; * the lame walk,“ ard {trength 
is communicated to impotent ſouls; „the lepers are cleanſed,” and 
the laſcivious rendered 2 ; © the deaf hear,” and the obſtinate liſten 
to inſtruction and reproof ; © the dead are raiſed,” and ſinners juſtified 
the goſpel is breached,” and the world converted. His own right 
hand, and his holy arm,” hath done theſe marvellous things, with- 
out and againſt all worldly power; not by ſpear and ſword, but by pa- 
tience and charity, he hath “ gotten the victory,” and gained the glo- 
rious day. SET 

Ver. 2. The“ ſalvation” of Jrnovan was “ made known” by the 
preaching of Chriſt himſelf in Judea, for the ſpace of three years; his 
<« righteouſneſs,” whereby ſinners are juſtified, was „ openly ſhewed,“ 
by ths ſermons of his Apoſtles, “in the fight of the heathen.” Still 
let that ſalvation be made known, ſtill let that righteouſneſs be openly 
ſhewed, by the miciſters of the goſpel, until the ſulneſs of the Gentiles 
be come in, and the remnant of the Jews converted; until antichriſt 
He Fa bn and death himſelf fallen before the all-conquering 
crols, 


3 He mindfal of his grace and truth 
to Iſra"l's houſe hath been; 
And the falvation of our God - 
all ends of th' earth have ſeen. 
4 Let all the earth unto the Lord 
ſend forth a joyful noiſe : 
Lift up your voice aloud to him, 
ſing praiſes, and rejoice. 
Ver. 3. In ſending the Mefhuh, God ſhewed himſelf mindfvl of the 


promiſes, which © mercy” prompted him to make, and © truth” requir. 
td him to perform. lp | 


5 With harp, with harp, and voice of pſalms 
unto JEHOVAH ſing. | 
6 With trumpets, cornets, gladly ſound 
before the Lord, the King. 
7 Let ſeas, and all their fulneſs roar ; 
the world, and dwellers there. 
His 8 Let 


PSALM XCIX. 
8 Let floods clap hands: and let the hills 
together joy declare 
Ver. 7, 8, & 9. The ſubjec of this general joy is, as before, ! in Pſal, 
xcvi. 13. the coming of Meſſiah to reform the world, to execute judg- 
ment upon the wicked, and to eſtabliſh a kingdom of righteouſneſs u- 
pon the earth. We expect his ſecond coming to reſtore all things, 


; e ſhall heaven and earth rejoice, and the joy of the redeemed ſhall 
be full. | 


9 Before the Lord; becauſe he comes, 
to judge the earth comes he; 
He'll judge the world with right'ouſneſs, 
his folk with equity. 


PSALM XCIX. 


1 TH' eternal Lord doth reign as King, 
let all the people quake: 
He ſits between the cherubims, 

let th' earth be mov'd and ſhake. 

2 The Lord in Zion great, and a 
above all people is. 

3 Thy great and dreadful name (for it 
is holy) let them bleſs. 


Ver. 1. Jznovan reigneth in the Chriſtian church, as he did of old 
in the Jewith temple; when he appeared between the cherubim-in the 
holy of holies, in the form and likeneſs of a Man, encompaſſed with 
glory: Ezek. i. 26. Numb. vii. 89. he ſubdued the enemics of Il- 
rael, when they raged moſt furiouſly againſt his people; he will alt) 
| bring into ſubjection the adverſaries of the goſpel, and finally render 
his people victorious over all the powers of darkneſs The paſſions 
and affections may mutiny and rebel; but if Chriſt reign in the hear: 
by faith, they muſt ſoon tremble and ſubmit. 


4 The king's ſtrength alſo judgment loves, 
thou ſettleſt equity; 
Juſt judgment thou doſt execute 
in Jacob right'ouſlly. 
5 The Lord our God exalt on high, 
and rev'rently do ye 
Before his footſtool — him: 


the Holy One is he. 


Ver. 4. & 5. Though the © ſtrength” of our King be infinite, yet is 
it never exerted, but in * righteouſneſs” and uſt © judgment,“ which 
are his delight; they compoſe the firm baſis of his throne, and direct 
his whole adminiſtration. 
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"PSALM XCIX. 
6 Moſes and Aaron mongſt his prieſts, 
Samuel with them that call 3 
Upon his name: theſe call'd on God, 5 
and he them anſwer' d all. 
7 Within the pillar of the cloud 
| he unto them did ſpeak : 
The teſtimonies he them taught, 


and laws they did not break. 


Ver. 6, & 7. To encourage the faithful in the worſhip of God, the 
examples of Moſes, Aaron, and Samuel, are adduced, men of like infir. 
mitics with ourſelves, whoſe prayers were heard, both for themſelves 
and others. They were heard through the interceſſion of the great 
Mediator, whom they repreſeuted. Through that ſame iuterceſſion, 
our prayers alſo are heard, it 85 © keep his teſtimonies, and the ordi- 
« nances that he hath given us.“ | 


8 Thou anſwer'dſt them, O Lord our God: 
thou waſt a God that gave 
Pardon to them, tho? on their deeds 
thou wouldeſt vengeance have. " 
9 Do ye exalt the Lord our God, | 
and at his holy hill 
Do ye him worſhip; for the Lord 
our God is holy ſtill. 1 | 
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PSALM C. 


1 Al people that on earth do dwell, . 
| Sing to the Lord with chearful voice, j 
2 Him ſerve with mirth, bis praiſe forth tell: 
Come ye before him and rejoice. | 
3 Know, that the Lord is God indeed, 
Without our aid he did us make; 
We are his flock, he doth us feed, 
And for his ſheep he doth us take 


4 O enter then his gates with praiſe, 
- Approach with joy his courts unto : 
Praiſe, laud, and bleſs his name always; 
For it is ſeemly ſo to do. 
5 For why? the Lord our God is goed; 
His mercy is for ever ſure: 
His truth at all times firmly ſtood, 
And ſhall from age to age endure, 
U Second 


PSALM C. 


; Second Verſion. 
T O ALL ye lands, unto the Lord 


make ye a joyful noiſe. 
2 Serve God with gladneſs: him before 
come with a ſinging voice. 
3 Know ye the Lord, that he is God; 
not we, but he us made: - 
We are his people, and the ſheep 
within his paſture fed. | 


Ver. 1, & 2. The prophet addreſſeth himſelf to “ all lands,“ or to 
. < all the earth;” to Gentiles, as well as Jews, He exhorteth them to 
% make a joyful noiſe,” a noiſe like that of the trumpets at the time of 
jubilee, a ſound of univerſal triumph and exultation, in honour of 
% IERHOVAH, now become their Lord and Saviour. The ſervice of 
this our. Maſter is perfect freedom; it is a ſervice of love, a freedom 
From Pharaoh and the taſkmaſters, from Satan and our own imperious 
luſts ; it is a redemption from the moſt cruel bondage, into the glori- 
ous liberty of the ſons of God. Let us therefore do as we are command- 
ed; let us © ſerve the Lord with gladneſs;” and when we © come be- 
/ 4 fore his preſence” in the temple, let it be © with ſinging,” to the 
praiſe and glory of our Redeemer. Thus he is ſerved in heaven, and 
thus he delighteth to be ſerved on earth. 3 
Ver. 3. The motives here urged for ſerving and praiſing Jenovan, 
are the ſame with thoſe above, in Pſal. xcv. 6, 7, namely, that he is our 
« God,” engaged by covenant on our behalf; that his hands created 
us, and have ſince new created us; that we ſtand in the peculiar rela- 
tion of his © people,” whom he hath choſen to himſelf, and over whom 
he preſideth as King; that we are © the iheep of his paſture,” for whom 
the good Shepherd laid down his life, and whom he nouriſheth unto 
life eternal. 


4 Enter his gates and courts with praiſe, 
to thank him go ye thither : 
To him expreſs your thankfulneſs, 
| and bleſs his name together. 
5 Becauſe the Lord our God is good; 
his mercy faileth never; 
And to all generations 
his truth endureth ever. 


9 


- PSALM OC 
I I Mercy will and judgment ſing: 
| Lord, I will ſing to thee. 


2 With wiſdom in a perfect way 
ſhall-my behaviour be. 


Yr to 
m to 
ne of 
ur of 
ce of 
dom 
rious 
zlori- 


jande 


ec be- 


o the 
, and 


VAH, 
15 our 
eated 
rela- 
whom 
whom 
| unto 


) when 


das gk 1 7 Nee aac y et Ae ” * EYE OP 6 F 
O when in kindneſs unto me 

wilt thou be pleas'd to come ? 
I with a perfect heart will walk 


within my houſe at home. 


Ver. 2. Meſſiah was the only King of Iſrael, whoſe life held forth 
to his ſubjects a perfect pattern of wiſdom and righteouſneſs, and 
whoſe death procured them grace, in their different meaſures, and de- 
grees, to follow it. | 5 


3 I will endure no wicked thing 
before mine eyes to be: | 
J hate their work that turn aſide,. 
it ſhall not cleave'to me. 
4 A ſtubborn and a froward heart 
depart quite from me ſhall: 
A perſon given to wickednels ' - 
I will not know at all, 


Ver. 3. How noble a reſolution ſor a king to make; but how diffi 
cult an one for a king to keep? Thou only, O King of Righteouſneſs, | 
didſt never ſet any wicked thing before thine eyes; thou only hadſt a 
perfect averſion to the ways of tranſgreſſors. | 

Ver. 4. In the ſame manner ſpeaketh our heavenly King, to © wic« 
“ ked” perſons who pretend to be his ſervant “ I know you not, 


- you are; depart from me all ye workers of iniquity.”, Luke 
III. . . 
5 Tl cut him off that flandereth 
his neighbour privily : 
'The haughty heart I will not bear, 
nor him that looketh hiph. 
6 Upon the faithful of the land 
mine eyes ſhall be, that they 
May dwell with me : he ſhall me ſerve 
that walks in perfect way. 


Ver, 5. Shall we imagine theſe vices leſs odious in the eyes of that 
King, whoſe character was compoſed of humility and charity; or will 
Chriſt admit thoſe tempers into the court of heaven, which David de- 
termined to exclude from his court upon earth? 


7 Who of deceit a worker is 
in my houſe ſhall not dwell : 
And in my preſence ſhall he not 
remain, that lies doth tell. 
8 Yea, all the wicked of the land 
early deſtroy will I 
All from God's city to cut off 
that work iniquity. 
2 Ver. 7, 


\ 


— 
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PSALM Cll. 
Ver 7. To purge a court of © deceit” and © falſehood,” was a reſo- 
Jution worthy king David, worthy-the repreſentative of Him who ſty- 
leth himſelf T1 HT TRUT R; from whoſe heavenly palace and city 


will be for ever excluded, as the apoſtle John inſormeth us,“ whoſoe- 


ver loveth and makethaLir. Rev. XXII. x 


— 
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ES: PSALM CI. 


I O LORD, unto my pray'r give car, 
| my cry let come to thee ; 
2 And in the day of my diſtreſs 
hide not thy face from me. | 
ive ear to me: what time I call, 
to anſwer me make haſte. 
3 For as an hearth my bones are burnt; 
We: my days like ſmoke do waſte. 


4 My heart within me ſmitten is, 
and it is withered 

- Like very graſs : ſo that I do 
forget to eat my bread. 

5 By reaſon of my groaning voice 
my bones cleave to my ſkin; 

6 Like pelicay in wilderneſs 
forſaken I have been: 


T like an owl in deſert am, 
that nightly there doth moan ; 
7 I watch, and like a ſparrow am 
on the houſe-top alone. 
8 My bitter en'mies all the day 
reproaches caſt on me: 
And being mad at me, with rage 
--* againſt me ſworn they be. 


For why, I aſhes eaten have 
like bread-in forrows deep 
My drink I alſo mingled have 
with tears that I did weep. 
10 Thy wrath and indignation _ 
/ i did cauſe this grief and pain: 
For thou haſt lift me up on high, 
- and caſt me down again. 


— 


11 My 


PSALM-CIL ” 
) ſty- 11 My days are like unto a ſhade 
which doth declining pals : 
And I am dry'd and withered, 
e ev'n like unto the graſs. 
12 But thou, Lord, everlaſting art, 
and thy remembrance ſhall 
Continwally endure, and be 
to generations all, 


13 Thou ſhalt ariſe, and mercy have 
| upon thy Zion yet: 
The time to favour her is come, 
the time that thou haſt ſet. 
14 For in her rubbiſh and her ſtones 
thy ſervants pleaſure take, 
Yea, they the very duſt thereof 
do favour for her ſake. 


Ver. 13, & 14. From this paſſage, and what ſollows, it appears, that 
the ſuppliant, in this Pſalm, bewails not only his own miſeries, but 
thoſe of the church. Iſrael was in captivity, and Zion a deſolation. A 
« time,” notwithſtanding, a © ſet time,“ there was at hand, when God 
dad promiſed to“ ariſe, and to have mercy upon her.“ 


15 So ſhall the heathen people fear * 
the Lord's moſt holy name: 
And all the kings on earth ſhall dread: 
thy glory, and thy fame. | 
16 When Zion by the mighty Lord 
built up again ſhall be, 
In glory then, and majeſty, 
to men appear ſhall he. 


Ver. 15, 16, & 17. The object to which tbeſe prophecies had.chief- 
ly reſpect, was not only the deliverance of Iſrael from Babylon, and 
the rebuilding of the material temple, but the ſalvation of ſinners, and 
2 erection of the Chriſtian church, in the days of Meſſiah's king- 

om. 
17 The prayer of the deſtitute 
he ſurely will regard; 
Their prayer will he not deſpiſe, 
by him it ſhall be heard, 
28 For generations yet to come 
this ſhall be on record : 
So ſhall the people that ſhall be 
created, praiſe the Lord. 
| v3 Es 
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Ver. 18. The hiſtory of « this“ redemption and reſtoration by Meſ- 
ah, thus foretold, hath been written” in the goſpel for the benefit 
of 6 after generations, to the end that © the people, who are created”? 
anew in Chriſt Jeſus, may from age to age praiſe Jeuovan, 
19 He-from his ſanctuary's height 
hath downward caſt his eye: 
And from his glori'ous throne in heav'n 
the Lord the earth did ſpy: 
20 That of the mournful priſoner 
the groanings he might hear, 
To ſet them free that unto deatli 
by men appointed are : 


0 


21 That they in Zion may declare 
the Lord's moſt holy name, 
And publiſh in Jeruſalem 
the praiſes of the fame : 
22 When as the people gather ſball 
in troops with one accord, 
When kingdoms ſhall aſſembled be 
to ferve the higheſt Lord. 


Ver. 19, 20, 2T, & 22, Redemption is the ſubje& of praiſe in the 
Chriſtian church; and to the proceſs of that great work we may apply 
the images here taken from the temporal deliverance and reſtoration 
of Ifracl. God is repreſented as looking with an eve of pity from heav- 
en upon poor mankind ; as hearing the groans of ſinners, faſt bound in 
the chains of their ſins, and ſentenced to death eternal; as coming 
down to forgive and to releaſe them ; that, being- ſo forgiven and re. 
leaſed, they might cauſe the church to reſound with his praiſes, when, 
upon the preaching of the goſpel, it ſhould be filled with converts, aſ- 
ſembled ſrom every people and kingdom of the world. Look down, 
O Lord Jeſus, from thy throne in heaven. Bring home thine elect, 
and haſten thy iccond coming. 


23 My wonted ſtrength and force he hath 
abated in the way; 
And he my days hath ſhortened : 
24 Thus thergfore did 1 ſay, 
My God, in mid-time of my days, 
take thou me not away*; 
From ape to age eternally 
thy years endure and ſtay. 


Ver. 23. It is thought the Chriſtian church hath to undergo a fore 
trial, in the laſt days, before the ſecond coming of her Lord and Savi- 
dur. — Strong faith and invincible patience will be neceſſary, to enable 
her to endure until the end Nall come, 


Ver. 24. Iſrael praycth that the holy ſeed might not be extirpated, 
and periſh by a kind of untimely death, e'er yet the promiſe had been 
made good, and Zion had ſeen the ſalvation of her God. Every man 


hath reaſon to pray, that God would not © take him away in the midſt 
« of his days,” or call upon him when unprepared. | 


25 The firm foundation of the earth 
of old time thou haſt laid : 
The heavens alſo are the werk - 
which thine own hands have made. 
26 Thou ſhalt for evermore endure, 
but they ſhall periſh all : 
Yea, ev'ry one of them wax old, 
like to a garment ſhall. 


Ver. 25, 26, & 27. Amidſt the changes and chances of this mortal 
tife, one topic of conſolation will ever remain, namely, the eternity and 
zmmutability of God our Saviour; of him who was, and is, and is to 
come. Kingdoms and empires may riſe and fall; nay, the heavens 
and the earth, as they were originally produced and formed by the ; 
w 08D of God, the Son, or ſecond perſon in the Trinity, to whom the 
pfalmiſt here addreſſeth himſelf; ſee Heb. i. 10. ſo will they, at the 
day appointed, be folded up, and laid aſide, as an old and worn out 
garment; or, if the ſubſtance remain, the preſent form and faſhion of 
them will periſh, and they will be utterly changed and altered, from 


the the ſtate in which they now are. But Jenovau is ever the ſame. 
ply Thou as a veſture ſhalt them change, 

rang and they ſhall changed be. 

in 27 But thou the {ame art, and thy years 

ung are to eternity. 

Hcy 23 The children of thy ſervants ſhall 

, af- continu'ally endure, | 

on And in thy fight, O Lord, their ſeed 

ks ſhall be eſtabliſh'd ſure. 

Ver. 28. Whatever be the fate of the preſent generation, whether 
they may live to ſee the accompliſhment of all that has been ſoretold, 
or not, yet the word of God ſtandeth ſure ; there ſhall be always a church 
and an holy ſeed, to whom the promiſes ſhall be made good. They 
have already been fulfilled with regard to the coming of Meſſiah, and 
the vocation of the Gentiles, The events which are behind, will be 
brought forward and come to pals in their ſeaſons, until the counſel of 
God fhall be finiſhed, and every prediction receive its full accompliſh» 
ment, in the gloxification of the redeemed. - 

Second Verfion. | 
* 1 F- ORD, hear my pray'r, and let my cry 
16 5 Have ſpeedy acceſs unto thee. 
nebie 2 In day of my calamity - 


. 24. | O hide not thou thy face from me: 


— 
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Hear when I call to thee, that day 
An anſwer ſpeedily return. 


3 My days like ſmoke conſume away; 
And, as an hearth, my bones do burn. 


%. 


4 My heart is wounded very ſore, 
And withered, like graſs, doth fade: 
J am forgetful grown therefore 
To take and eat my daily bread. 
5 By reaſon of my ſmart within, 
And voice of my moſt grievous groans, 
My fleſh conſumed is, my ſkin, 
| 7 All parch'd, doth cleave unto my bones. 
6 


The pelican of wilderneſs, 
The owl in deſert I do match. 
And, ſparrow-like, companionleſs, 
Upon the houſe's top, I watch. 
8 I all day long am made a ſcorn, 
Reproach'd by my malicious foes : 
The madmen are againſt me ſworn, 
The men againſt me that aroſe, 


9 For I have aſhes eaten up, 
To me as if they had been bread; 
And with my drink I in my cup 
Of bitter tears a mixture made: 
10 Becauſe thy wrath was not appeas'q, 
4 And dreadful indignation; 
> Therefore it was that thou me rais\d; 
And thou again didſt caſt me down, 


11 My days are like a ſhade alway, 
Which doth declining ſwiftly paſs; 
And I am withered 2way, 
, Much like unto the fiding grafs. 
12 But thou, O Lord, fhalt ſtil} endure, 
From change and all mutation free, 
And, to all generations ſure, 
Shall thy remembrance ever be. 


13 Thou ſhalt ariſe, and mercy yet 
Thou to mount Zion ſhalt extend; 


Hes 
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Her time for favour which was ſet, 
Behold, is now come to an end. | 
14 Thy ſaints take pleaſure in her ſtones, > 
Her very duſt to them is dear. 
15 All heathen lands, and kingly thrones 
On earth, thy glorious name ſhall fear. 


16 God in his glory ſhall appear, 
When Zion he builds and repairs. 

17 He ſhall regard, and lend his ear, 
Unto the needy's humble pray'rs. 
Th” afflicted's pray'r he will not ſcorn. 

18 All times this ſhall be on record: 
And generations yet unborn 
Shall praiſe and magnify the Lord. 


19 He from his holy place look'd down ; 
The earth he view'd from heav'n on high; 
20 To hear the pris'ner's mouruing groan, 
And free them that are doom'd to die: 
21 That Zion, and Jeruslem too, 
His name and praiſe may well record: 
22 When people, and the kingdoms do 
Aſſemble all to praiſe the Lord. 


23 My ſtrength he weakened in the way; 
My days of life he ſhortened, 


24 My God, O take me not away : 


In mid-time of my days, I ſaid: 
Thy years throughout all ages laſt. 
25 Of old thou haſt eſtabliſhed 
The earth's foundation firm and faſt: 
Thy mighty hands the heav'ns have made. 


26 They periſh ſhall as garments do, 
But thou ſhalt evermore endure : 
As veſtures, thou ſhalt change them fo, 
And they ſhall all be changed ſure. 


27 But from all changes thou art free, 


Thy endleſs years do laſt for ay: 


«28 Thy ſervants, and their ſeed who be, . 


Eſtabliſh'd ſhall before thee ſtay. - 
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1 O THOU my ſoul, bleſs God the Lord; 
and all that in me is, 5 1 
Be ſtirred up his holy name 8 
to magnify and bleſs. W_ 
2 Bleſs, O my ſoul, the Lord thy God, 
: and not forgetful be 
Of all his gracious benefits N 
he hath beſtow'd on thee. 


3 All thine iniquities who doth 
moſt graci'oully forgive: 
Who thy diſcaſes all and pains 
doth heal, and thec relieve. 
4 Who doth redeem thy life, that thou 
to death may'ſt not go down : 
Who thee with loving kindneſs doth 


and tender mercies crown. 


Ver. 3. At the head of God's mercies muſt for ever ſtand ©« remiſſion 
of fin,” or that full and free pardon purchaſed for us by Jeſus Chriſt, 
whereby, when we truly repent and believe in him, our tranſgreſſions, 
theugh ever ſo many, and ever ſo great, are done away, and become 
as if they had never been; from a ſtate of guilt we paſs into one of 
Juſtification, from a ſtate of enmity into one of reconciliation, from a 
ſtate of ſervitude into one of liberty and ſonſhip. Next to the pardon of 
fin, conſidered as a crime, we are to commemorate the cure of it, con · 
ſidered as a diſcaſe, or indeed as a complication of diſeaſes When 
_ Chriſt was upon earth, he proved himſelf the Phyſician of mens 

culs, by the cures which he wrought upon their bodies. It is he alone 
who “ forgiveth all our iniquitics;” it is he alone who * healeth all 
© cur ſpiritual diſeaſes,” . 

Ver. 4. Man hath two © lives;” he is therefore ſubje& to a double 
te deſtruction ; and, conſequently, capable of a twofold “ redemption.” 
He who is recovered from ſickneſs, and thereby redeemed from that 
deſtruction which natural death bringeth upon the body, will undoubt- 
edly ſing this ftrain in tranſports of gratitude ; and he ought ſo to do. 
But what will be the ſenſations of him, who celebrates, in the fame 
words, the ſpiritual redemption of his ſoul from death and deſtruction 
everlaſting ? How is he « crowned” with the © loving kindneſs of 
Jenovau ! how is he © incircled”” by the arms of © mercy !” 


\ 


5 Who, with abundance of good things, 
doth ſatisfy thy mouth: 
So that, ev'n as the eagle's age, 
renewed is thy youth. 
6 God right'ous judgment executes 
for ail oppreſſed ones. 


7 His 


„ 
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7 His way to Moſes, he his acts 


made known to Iſra'l's ſons. 


Ver. 5. By the renovating power of his Spirit, God reſtoreth the ſou} 
from decrepitude to the health and ſtrength of a young eagle,“ fo 
that ſhe can aſcend up on high, and contemplate the ſplendor of the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs. 

Ver. 6, & 7. From a conſideration of his own particular caſe, the 
Pſalmiſt maketh a general reflection on that attribute of God, which 
inclineth him to deliver his people, and to puniſh their oppreſſors, of 
what kind ſoever they be. And here that grand — of the“ ways“ 
and © works“ of Ir HOovAu, the redemption of © lfrae}” by the hand of 
« Moſes,” immediately occurs, and is celebrated. Thus each private 
mercy, whether of a temporal or ſpiritual nature, ſhould remind us of 
that public and univerſal bleſſing of redemption by Jeſus Chrilt, from 
which every other bleſſing floweth, as a ſtream from its fountain, and 
for which God ought, therefore, upon all occaſions, to be praiſed and 
glorified. | 


x 


8 The Lord our God is merciful, 
and he 1s gracious, 
Long-ſuffering, and flow to wrath, | 
in mercy plenteous. 
9 He will not chide continu'ally, 
nor keep his anger ſtill. 
10 With us he dealt not as we ſinn'd, 
nor did requite our ill. 


Ver. 8 When Moſes deſited Jexnovan to ſhew him his “ way,” 
and his © glory,” Exod. xxxii. 13, 18. JEuovan paſſed by, and pro- 
claimed himſelf, as here, J=novan, merciful and gracious,” &c. 
Exod. xxxiii. 6. How full of conſolation to the penitent foul are all 
the words of this verſe ! | 


-- 


11 For as the heaven in its height 
the earth ſurmounteth far: 
So great to thoſe that do him fear . 
his tender mercies are. 
12 As far as eaſt is diſtant from 
the weſt ; ſo far hath he 
From us removed, in his love, 
all our iniquity. 


13 Such pity as a father hath 
unto his children dear; 
Like pity ſhews the Lord to ſuch 
as worſhip him in fear. 
14 For he remembers we are duſt, 
and he our frame well knows, 
15 Frail 
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15 Frail man, his days are like the graſs, 
as flow'r in field he grows. - | 


16 For over it the wind doth paſs, 
and it away is gone; 

| | | And of the place where once it was 

| it ſhall no more be known. 
17 But unto them that do him fear 

, God's mercy never ends; 

| And to their childrens children ſtill 
& his right'ouſneſs extends: 


5 Ver. 17, & 18. Let not man prefume, who withereth like the green 
herb ; but then, let not man deſpair, whole nature, with all its infirmi- 
ties, the Son of God hath raken upon him. The flower which faded in 
Adam, blooms anew in Chriſt, never to fade again. The mercy of 
*«* TznovVan,” in his Meſſiah, « is everlaſting ;** and of that everlaſting 

mercy poor frail man is the object. It extendeth to all the generations 
of the faithful ſervants of God. Death ſhall not deprive them of its 
benefits, nor ſhall the gra ve hide them from the efficacious influence ot 
its all · enlivening beams, which ſhall pierce even into thoſe regions ot 
1 awaken the fleepers of ſix thouſand years. See 1 Pet. i. 
23, &c. | 


18 To ſuch-as keep his covenant, - 
and mindful are alway 
Of his moſt juſt commandements, 
that they may them obey. 
19 The Lord prepared hath his throne 
in heavens firm to ſtand ; 
And ev'ry thing that being hath 
his kingdom doth command. 


29 O ye his angels, that excel 
in ſtrength, bleſs ye the Lord. 
Ye who obey what he commands, 
and hearken to his word, 
21 O bleſs and magnify the Lord, 
ye glcr'ous hoſts of his; 
Ye miniſters that do fulfil 
whate'er his pleaſure is. 
N Ver. 20, 21, 22. See Revel. v. IT 14. 
1 22 O bleſs the Lord, all ye his works, 
N wherewith the world is ſtor'd, 
In h's dominions ev'ry where : 
| my ſoul, bleſs thou the Lord. 
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1 NLeſs God, my foul: O Lord my God, 


thou art exceeding great, 
With honour and with mazeſty 
thou clothed art in ſtate. 
2 With light, as with a robe, thyſelf 
thou covereſt about; 
And, like unto a cnrtalth; thou ; 
the heavens ſtretcheſt out. 


Ver. f, & 2. The ſcriptures inform us, that the ſame perſon, he 
redeemed the world, did alſo create it. In ſinging therefore the civth 
Pſalm, let us remember Him. See Heb. i. 10. 


3 Who of his chambers doth the beams 

within the waters lay. 
Who doth the clouds his chari'ot make, 

on wings of wind make way. 

4 Who flaming fire his miniſters; 
his angels ſpirits doth make: 

5 Who earth's foundations did lay, 
that it ſhould-never ſhake. 


6 Thou didft it cover with the deep, 
as with a garment ſpread : 
The waters ſtood above the hills, 
when thou the word but ſaid. 
7 But at the voice of thy rebuke 
they fled, and would not ſtay; 
They at thy thunder's dreadful voice 
did haſte them faſt away. 


8 They by the mountains do aſcend: 
and by the valley- ground 
Deſcend, unto that very place 
which thou for them didſt found. 
9 Thou haſt a bound unto them ſet, 
that they may not pals over; 
That they do not return again 
the face of earth to cover. 1 . 
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zo He to the valleys ſends the fprings, 
which run among the hills. 
11 They to all beaſts of field give drink: 
wild aſſes drink their fills. 
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Y 12 By them the fowls of heav*n ſhall have , 
= their habitation, _ 

Which do among the branches ſing 
with delectation. 


Ver. To, & It. In the ſpiritual ſyſtem, or new creation, there are 
wells of ſalvation, living ſprings, waters of comfort, of which all na- 
tions, even the moſt ſavage and barbarous, are invited to come and 
drink freely. They flow among the churches; they deſcend into the 
hearts of the lowly ; and they refreſh us in our paſſage through the wil- 
derneſs: for even there do waters break out, and ſtreams in the deſart.”” 
Ifai. xxxv. 6. 
Ver. 12. The muſic of birds was the firſt ſong of thankſgiving 
« which was offered on earth before man was formed. All their ſounds 
« are different, but all harmonious, and altogether compoſe a choir 
« which we cannot imitate.” If theſe creatures praiſe the univerſal 
Maker in their way ; how ought Chriſtians to bluſh, if they pay not 
their tribute of thankſgiving, and ſing not unto the Lord the ſongs of 
Zion ! | 


13 He from his chambers watereth 
the hills when they are dry'd : 
With fruit and increaſe of thy works 
the earth is ſatisfy'd. 18 5 
14 For cattle he makes graſs to grow; 
he makes the herb to ſpring 
For th' uſe of man: that food to him 
he from the earth may bring: 
Ver. 13, 14, & 15. Let us not forget the ſpiritual benedictions cor- 
reſponding to theſe external ones; the fruitfulneſs of the church thro' 


grace, the bread of everlaſting life, the cup of ſalvation, and the oil of 
gladneſs. 


15 And wine, that to the heart of man 
doth chearfulneſs impart ; 
Oil, that his face makes ſhine, and bread 
that ſtrengtheneth his heart. 
26 The trees of God are full of ſap: 
the cedars that do ſtand 
In Lebanon, which planted were 
by his almighty hand. 


Ver. 16. The whole earth is a garden, planted by the hand, and 
watered by the care of JEHovanu.—God hath alſo another garden, in 
which there are other trees of his planting, called by Iſaiah, ch. Ixi. 3. 
« trees of righteouſneſs.” Theſe are his faithful ſervants, who, through 
the Spirit which is given unto them, become eminent and ſteady in 
goodneſs; their examples are fragrant, and their charity diffuſive. 
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17 Birds of the air upon their boughs 
do chooſe their neſts to make: 
As for the ſtork, the fir-trees ſhe 
doth for her dwelling take. 
18 The lofty mountains for wild goats 
a place of refuge be; 
The conies alſo to the rocks 
do for their ſafety flee. 

Ver. 17. Moſt admirable is that wiſdom and underſtanding, which 
the Creator hath imparted to the birds of the air, whereby they diſtin- 
guiſh times and ſeaſons, chuſe the propereſt places, conſtruct their neſts 
with an art and exaQneſs unattainable by man, and ſecure and provide 
for their young. © ls it for the birds, O Lord, who have no know- 
* ledge thereof, that thou haſt joined together ſo many miracles ? Is 
*« it for the men who give no attention to them? Is it for thoſe who 
© Admire them, without thinking of thee ? Rather is it not thy deſign, 
« by all theſe wondets, to call us to thyſelf? To make us ſenſible of 
„ thy wiſdom, and fill us with confidence in thy bounty, who watch- 
© eſt ſo carefully over theſe inconfiderable creatures, two of which are 
« ſold for a farthing ?”” 


Ver. 18. They who in themſelves are „ feeble” and helpleſs, ſhould 
look out betimes for a mountain of refuge, and a-rock of {ofety. 


19 He ſets the moon in heav'n, thereby 
the ſeaſons to diſcern 
From him the ſun his certain time 
of going down doth learn. 
20 Thoudarkneſs mak'ſt, tis night: then beaſts 
of foreſts creep abroad. N 
21 The lions young roar for their prey, 
and ſeek their meat from God. 


Ver. 19. O that we, who are endowed with ſenſe and reaſon, could 
in like manner fulfil our courſe; and that God's will were * done in 
« earth, as it is even in' this lower and material © hcaven !”? 


22 'The fun doth riſe, and home they flock, 
down in their dens they lye. | 
23 Man goes to work, his labour he 
doth to the ev'ning ply. 
24 How manifold, Lord, are thy works ! 
in.wiſdom wonderful | 
Thou ev'ry one of them haſt made: 
earth's of thy riches full. 


Ver. 24. Tranſported with a ſurvey of the wonders which preſent 
themſelves in heaven above, and on earth below, the Pſalmiſt breaks 
torth into an exclamation on the variety and magnificence, the harmo- 
By and proportion of the works of God, in tkis outward, and viſible, 
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and periſhable world. What then are the miracles of grace and glo- 
ry? What are thoſe inviſible and eternal things, which God hath pre- 

pared for them that love him, in another and a better world, of which 
the things viſible and temporary are no more than ſhadows |! 


25 $0 is this great and ſpacious ſea, 
wherein things creeping are, 
Which numbred cannot be, and beaſts 
both great and {mall are there. 
26 There ſhips go; there thou mak'ſt to play 
| that leviathan great. 
27 Theſe all wait on thee, that thou may'ſt 
in due time give them meat. | 
Ver 25, & 26. In the ocean we behold an emblem of the world; 
under a ſmooth deceitful ſurface it conceals dangerous rocks, and de- 
vouring monſters; its waves are ever reſtleſs, and oftentimes it is all 
over ſtorm and tempeſt, threatning to overwhelm the helpleſs deſpair- 
Ing mariner in a moment: ſuch is the voyage we all have to make, ere 


we can reach the deſired haven, and attain that happy clime, where, 
as we are told, there is © no more ſea.” Rev. xxi. 1. 

Ver. 27. How pleaſipg a ſpeculation is it, to conſider the whole 
family of air, earth, and ſea, as waiting upon“ the Father, and 
Lord of all things, expecting when he ſhould © open his hand,“ and 
diſtribute to each member his portion of meat in due ſeaſon !”” The 
caſe is the ſame with regard to beings intellectual and ſpiritual, of 
which is compoſed the church and family of Chriſt, in heaven and 
earth; theſe wait all upon mim, by whom Jerovan hath opened the 
hand of mercy, and abundantly ſupplied all- our needs, through the 
Tiches of bis grace. 


28 That which thou giveſt unto them 
they gather for their food : 
Thine hand thou op'neſt lib'rally, 
they filled are with good. 
29 Thou hid'ſt thy face, they troubled are: 
their breath thou tak'ſt away; 
Then do they die, and to their duſt 
return again do they. 
Ver. 29, & 30. The preſence of God, in like manner, is the life, his 
abſence is the death of the ſoul. If he withdraw his grace, we periſh 


rr ; but when he ſendeth forth his Spirit,” as he did on 
the day of Pentecoſt, © old things paſs away, and all things become 


„new.“ 
30 Thy quickening ſpi'rit thou ſendeſt forth, 
then they created be: 
And then the earth's decayed face 
renewed is by thee, 
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31 The glory of the mighty Lord 
| continue ſhall for.ever : 


The Lord JEHOV Alt ſhall rejoice 
in all his works tog=ther. | 


32 Earth, as affrighted, trembleth all, x 
if he on it but look; 
And if the mountains he but touch, 
they preſently do ſmoke. 
33 I will ſing to the Lord moſt high 
ſo long as I ſhall live: 
And while I being have, I ſhall 
to my God praiſes give, 


34 Of him my meditation ſhall . ' 
ſweet thoughts to me afford : 
And as for me, I will rejoice - 4 
in God, my only Lord. 
35 From earth let ſinners be conſum'd, . 
let ill men no more be: | 
O thou my ſoul, blefs thou the Lord : 
praiſe to the Lord give ye: 


PSALM cv. 


1 u thanks to God: call on his name; 
to men his deeds make known. 

2 Sing ye to him, ſing pſalms: proclaim 
his wondrous works each one. 

3 See that ye in his holy name 
to glory do accord: 

And let the heart of ev'ry one 

rejoice that ſeeks the Lord. 


Ver. 1. God, who formerly reſided in mount Zion, vouchſafing his 
preſence in a tabernacle made with hands, hath ſince bleffed his church 
with his appearance in the fleſh ; and Chriſtians are bound to“ make 
* known his deeds,” and the mercies which he hath wrought for them, 
among the people ;'* that ſo, all the world may know him, and love 
him, and partake of his ſalvation. wy 

Ver. 2. They, who in reality love their Saviour, will always find 
themſelves inclined to ſing to him,” and to © talk of him.” 

Ver. 3. In whom ſhould the redeemed “ glory,” exult, and triumph, 
but in their Redeemer, who hath made himſelf one with them, that 
they may be one with him? They who © ſeck” the Lord ** by 
prayer, ſhould do it with a 5 and joyous heart, becaule better 

3 


it 
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it is to © ſeek” him, than to “ find” all things elſe; and the ſoul that 


is brought to ſeek him, will ſoon exchange the galling cares and tor- 
menting deſires of the world, for the light yoke and eaſy burden of her 
Saviour, in whom ſhe will find reſt, and peace, and comfort. 
4 The Lord almighty, and his ſtrength, 
with ſtedfaſt hearts ſeek ye: 
His blefled and his gracious face 
ſeek ye continually. | 
5 Think on the works that he hath done 
which admiration breed, | 
His wonders, and the judgments all 
which from his mouth proceed. 

Ver. 4. By faith we find our Redeemer in this life, and experience 
the power and comfort of his grace; but hope and love ſtill ſeek, and 
wiſh, and —_— aſter the ſight and enjoyment of him in heaven, whi- 
ther he is alcended, + 

6 O ye that are of Abrah'm's race, 

his ſervant well approv'n ; 
And ye that Jacob's children are, 
whom he choos'd' for his own. 

7 Becauſe he, and he only, is 

the mighty Lord our God; 
And his moſt right'ous judgments are 
in all the earth abroad. -+- 

Ver. 7. If, when he ſettled Iſrael in Canaan, © his judgments” were 
manifeſted to ©* all the earth,” were they not manifeſted allo, when 
the Chriſtian church was eſtabliſhed, and the idolatrous powers of the 
world were overthrown by the goſpel? "i : 

8 His cov'nant he remembred hath, 
that it may ever ſtand ; 
To thouſand generations 
the word he did command. 
Which covenant he firmly made 
with faithful Abraham, 
And unto Iſaac, by his oath, 
he did renew the ſame : > 


xo And unto Jacob for a law 
he made it firm and ſure, 
A covenant to Iſrael, 
which ever ſhould endure : 
11 He ſaid, I'll give Canaan's land 
for heritage to you: | 


— 


12 While 
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12 While they were ſtrangers there, and few, 

in number very few. "ij 
Ver. 8, 9, 10, & IT. See Luke i. 68. and Heb. iv. # 
Ver. 12, & 13. Thus the family of the holy Jeſus was, at firſt, but 
ſmall; the members of it were a few, yea, a very few;“ they were 
ſojourners in a land not theirs; . they went from one nation to ano- 
« ther ; nay they were accounted © the refuſe of the world, and the off- 
« ſcouring of al things.“ But, Fear not, little flock,” ſaith he to 


them, © for it is your Father's good pleaſure to give you the king - 
„dom.“ Luke xii. 


13 While yet they went from land to land, 
without a ſure abode, 
And while through ſundry kingdoms they 
did wander far abroad: 
14 Yet notwithſtanding ſuffer'd he 
no man to do them wrong : 
Yea, for their ſakes, he did reprove 
kings, who were great and ſtrong. 


Ver. 14, & 15. How doth the ſame kind providence watch over the 
body and the members of the true anointed One! How often hath 


it interpoſed, to protect and preſerve them from the powers of the 
world! x | 


15 Thus did he ſay, Touch ye not thoſe 

that mine anointed be, 
Nor do the prophets any harm 

that do pertain to me. 

16 He call'd for famine on the land ; 
he brake the ſtaff of bread. 

17 But yet he ſent a man before, 
by whom they ſhould be fed; 


Ver. 16. The Word of God is the ſtaff of ſpiritual life, the food and 
ſupport of the ſoul ; and che ſoreſt of heaven's judgments is that men- 
tioned by the prophet Amos; chap. viii. IT; “ Behold, the days come, 
« faith the Lord God, that I will ſend a famine in the land; not a-fa- 

* * mine of bread, nor a thirſt of water, but of hearing the words of the 
„% Lord.” Such a famine was ſore in all lands, when Chriſt made 
his appearance in the fleſh, whoſe coming, with the bleſſed effects of 
it, is wonderfully ſhadowed forth in the prophetical hiſtory of the pa- 

triarch Joſeph. 


Ev'n Joſeph, whom unnat'rall 
| ſell for a ſlave did they 
18 Whoſe feet with fetters they did hurt, 
and he in irons lay 
19 Until the time that his word came 
to give him liberty; 5 
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The word and purpoſe of the Lord 
- did him in priſon try. . 
Ver. 17, & 18. Joſeph and Jeſus were both envied, hated, and ſol4 
by their brethren; both ſuffered by a falſe accuſation; the former was 
laid in irons, the latter crucified, and confined in the priſon of the 
grave, faſt bound with the bands of death. The wickedneſs of man, 
in working its own will, did unwittingly accompliſh the counſels of 

God. Compare Gen. I. 20. and Acts ii. 23. and iii. 17. 

Ver. 19. Thus was there a time appointed for the abode of Jeſus in 
the grave, at the expiration of which, all his promiſes and predictions 


were fulfilled : he came forth, «© made perſect through ſufferings,” and 
ready to ** enter into his glory.” 


20 Then {ent the king, and did command 
ttzhat he enlarg'd ſhould be: 
He that the people's ruler was, 

did ſend to ſet him free. 

21 A, lord to rule his family, 
he rais'd him, as moſt fit; 

To him, of all that he poſſeſs'd, 

he did the charge commit: 


22 That he might at his pleaſure bind 

the princes of the land; 
And he might teach his ſenators 

wiſdom to underſtand. | 

23 The people then of Iſrael 
down into Egypt came: 

And Jacob alſo ſojourned 
within the land of Ham. 


Ver. 20, 21, & 22. The circumſtances of Joſeph's advancement, here 
= alluded to, are related, Gen. xli, Oc. Thoſe of our Lord's reſurrection 

and glorification affard a marvellous parallel. At the determined hour, 
« The King“ of heaven „ ſent” his angel, © and looſed him” from the 

bands of death; the , Ruler of the world let. him go free“ from the 
penalty which he had undertaken to pay, and had now fully paid. 
4% He made him lord of his houſe, the church, and ruler of all his ſub- 
« ſtance” in heaven and in earth, that he might, by his holy diſcipline, 
& bind princes at his pleaſure, and by his goſpel “ teach” true“ wif- 
« dom” to the © ſenators” and politicians of the world; he was cloth- 
ed with the robes of majeſty, he was adorned with all the enſigns of 
royalty, and to him it was ordained that “every knee ſhould bow.” 
The ſtorehouſes of grace and falvation were opened; the nations came 
to be ſupplied by him with the bread of life; and we look for that hap- 


Py day, when the Jews ſhall do the ſame, and © Joſeph ſhall be made 
$ known to his brethren.” 


„ 


24 And he did greatly by his pow'r 
increaſe his people there: | 


| as „ 
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And ſtronger than their enemies 
they by his blefling were. 
25 Their hearts he turned to envy 
his folk maliciouſly, 
With thoſe that his own ſervants were 
to deal in ſubtilty. 


26 His ſervant Moſes he did ſend, 
Aaron his choſen one : 
27 By theſe his ſigns and wonders great 
in Ham's land were made known. 
28 Darkneſs he ſent, and made it dark ; 
his word they did obey. | | 
29 He turn'd their waters into blood. 
and he their fiſh did flay. | 
Ver. 26, & 27, * Chriſt came to reſcue mankind from a ſpiritual 
bondage, and to deliver all who were “ oppreſſed by the devil z” Acts 
x. 38, he came at a time when that oppreſſion was moſt grievous a- 
mong Jews and Gentiles: his birth was. ſignalized by an order from 
another Pharaoh, to ſlay the infants ; and Egypt afforded him a refuge 
from the tyrant's fury: he wrought innumerable © figns and wonders;“ 


but they were all ſigns of mercy, and wonders of love. Thoſe of ter- 
ror and vengeance were reſerved ſor a future coming, foreſhewed in 


the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 

39 The land in plenty brought forth frogs, 
in chambers of their kings. 

31 His word all ſorts of flies and lice 
in all their borders brings. 

32 He hail for rain, and flaming fire 
into their land he ſent ; 

33 And he their vines and fig-trees ſmote; 
trees of their coaſts he rent. 


/ 


34 He ſpake, and caterpillars came : 
locuſts did much abound, 

35 Which in their land all herbs conſum'd, 
and all fruits of their ground. 

36 He ſmote all firſt-borri in their land; 

chief of their ſtrength each one. 
37 With gold and ſilver brought them forth: 

weak in their tribes were none. 


38 Egypt was glad when forth they went: 
their fear on them did light. 
39 He 
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- 39 He ſpread a cloud for covering, 
| and fire to ſhine by night. | 
40 Theyaſk'd,and he brought quails; withbread 
of heav'n he filled them. 
41 He open'd rocks, floods guſh'd, and' ran 
in deſarts like a ſtream. 


Ver. 39, 40, & 41. See 1 Cor, x. 1—4. In our paſſage through 
this wilderneſs of life, over barren ſands, and amid(t fiery ſerpents, be 
thou, bleſſed Lord, our guide and our guard: protected by thy provi- 
dence, ſupported by thy word, and refreſhed by thy Spirit, lead us e- 
ven where, and in what manner it ſhall ſeem good to thee ; only do 
not thou forſake us, and we aſk no more. : 
42 For on his holy promiſe he, 
and ſervant Abrah'm, thought. 
43 With joy his people, his elect 
. | with gladneſs forth he brought: * - 
44 And unto them the pleaſant lands 8 
he of the heathen gave: 
That of the people's labour they 
inheritance might have: 


45 That they his ſtatutes might obſerve 
according to his word; 
And that they might his laws obey. 
Give praiſe unto the Lord. 
Ver. 44, & 45. Ifracl was delivered by Mofes, and the church re- 
deemed by Chriſt, that God might . purify to himſelf a peculiar peo» 
« ple, zealous of good works. Tit. ii. 14. 


_ 
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I CVE praiſe and thanks unto the Lord, 
lor bountiful is he. 
His tender mercy doth endure 
unto eternity. 
2 God's mighty warks who can expreſs 
or ſhew forth all his praiſe ? 
3 Bleſſed are they that judgment keep, 
and juſtly-do always. 


Ver. 3. Next to angels, they are 4 blefſed,” and qualified to praiſe 
God with the voice, who glorify him in their lives; who, having-ex- 
perienced in themfelves the « mighty acts“ of mercy, pardoaing the 
guilt, and breaking the power of ſin, are become the ſervants of Jeſus, 


- 


and endeavour to render to their Saviour * at all times,” in adverſity 


no 
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no leſs than in proſperity, the due tribute of unfeigned love and obe- 7 


Aience. — 


4 Remember me, Lord, with that love 
which thou to thine doſt bear : 
With thy ſalvation, O my God, 
to viſit me draw near: 
5 That I thy choſen's good may ſee, 
and in their joy rejoice : | 
And may with thine inheritance 
triumph with chearful voice. 


Ver; 4, & 5. The Pſalmiſt -offereth a prayer for himſelf, or rather 
for the church of Iſrael, that ſhe, with himſelf, might partake of ſuch 
bleſledneſs. The words might have a reference to a temporal reſtoration 
and felicity ; but they certainly extend much farther, and form the 
moſt ſpiritual and heavenly petition, that the devouteſt Chriſtian can 
prefer to the throne of grace. Remember me, O Lord, with the fa- 
« your” which thou haſt always ſhewn to “ thy people,” in whom 
thou haſt delighted from the ſoundation of the world, and on whom 
it is thy good pleaſure to-confer a glorious kingdom. O viſit me with 
« thy ſalvation,” with which ſo many patriarchs, prophets and kings, 
have deſired to be viſited, the ſalvation of thy Chriſt, the juſtifier of 
all them that believe, and the rewarder of his ſaints : “that I may ſee 
« the good of thy choſen,” their felicity in beholding thy countenance, 
and living for ever in thy preſence; “ that I may rejoice in the glad- 
e neſs of thy nation,” the unſpeakable gladneſs of thoſe who enter into 
the joy of their Lord; © and glory with thine inheritance,” ſinging 
-r nanny before thine everlaſting throne, in the Jeruſalem which 1s 
Above. 8 


6 We, with our fathers, ſinned have: 
and of iniquity 
Too long we have the workers been, 
we have done wickedly. 7 1 
7 The wonders great which thou, O Lord, 
didſt work in Egypt land, 
Our fathers, though they ſaw, yet them 
they did not underſtand; 


Ver. 6. They who have joined with the prophet, in his affectionate 
aTpiration after the divine favour, may here learn the ſureſt way to at- 
tain it; namely, by confeſſing their own fins, and thoſe of their anceſ- 
tors, 

Ver. 7. Thus, when the penitent findeth himſelf beſet with difficul- 
ties and dangers, .when the devil and the world follow hard after him, 
to deſtroy or bring him back to a cruel bondage ; how apt is he to for- 
get all that Chriſt hath done for him. Fear puts out the light of faith, 
and hides the proſpect of the promiſed land; imagination recalls the 
former gratifications of ſenſe ; he is tempted to regret the deſertion of 
Egypt, and to wiſh for a return to it again. 2 
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And they thy mercies multitude 
kept not in memory; 
| But at the ſea, ev'n the Red ſea, 
| 1 provok'd him grievouſly. 
8 Nevertheleſs, he ſaved them, 
ev'n for his own name's ſake : 
| That fo he might, to be well known, 
his mighty power make. : 


i 9 When he the Red ſea did rebuke, 
| | then dried up it was ; 
| Through deeps, as through the wilderneſs, 
| he ſafely made them paſs. 
| 10 From hands of thoſe that hated them 
| he did his people ſave; 
ö And from the en'my's cruel hand 
to them redemption gave. 


11 The waters overwhelm'd their foes : 
not one was left alive, 
x2 Then they believ'd his word, and praiſe 
to him in ſongs did give. 
13 But ſoon did they his mighty works 
forget unthankfully, 74 Ip 
And on his counſel and his will 
did not wait patiently : 

Ver. 8, 9, 10, IT, & 12. Through all the difficulties and dangers of 
the Chriſtian courſe, faith will ever find a way opened, by the power 
of Jcſus, from fin to righteouſneſs, and from death to life ; the enemies 
of our ſalvation, how formidable ſoever, ſhall diſappear, and be no 


more; and we ſhall ſing, like Iſrael, a ſong of triumph to the Lord our 
God. | 


I4 But much did luſt in wilderneſs, 
and God in deſart tempt. 

15 He gave them what they fought, but to 
their ſoul he leanneſs ſent. 

16 And againſt Moſes, in the camp, 
their envy did appear ; | 

At Aaron they, they ſaint of God, 

envious alſo were. L 


Ver. 13, 14, & 15. Let us learn to wait God's time and counſel, for 
the ſupply of neceſſaries, much more of conveniences; remembring 
that he hath go us his Son, and therefore will not deny us ſuch in- 


ferior corporal bleſſings, as he foreſeetch will really prove bleſſings to v5 6 


/ 
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Let us be duly thankful for that “ bread which cometh down from 
« heaven,” cautious how we requeſt the good things of this world, and 
ſtrictly temperate in the uſe of them, when given. | 
17 Therefore the earth did open wide, 
and Dathan did devour, 
And all Abiram's company 
did cover in that hour. 
18 Likewiſe among their company 
a a fire was kindled then, 
And ſo the hot conſuming flame 
burnt up thoſe wicked men. 


19 Upon the hill of Horeb they 
an idol-calf did frame, 
A molten image they did make, 
and worſhipped the ſame. 
20 And thus their glory, and their God, 
moſt vainly changed they 
Into the likeneſs of an ox 
that eateth graſs or hay. 


2t They did forget the mighty God 
that had their Saviour been, ä 
By whom fuch great things brought to paſs 
they had in Egypt ſeen. | n 
22 In Ham's land he did wondrous works, 
things terrible did he, 
When he his mighty hand and arm 
ſtretch'd out at the Red fea. 


| 23 Then ſaid he, He would them deſtroy, 
had not, his wrath to ſtay, 
His choſen Moſes ſtood in breach, 
that them he ſhould not lay. 
24 Yea, they deſpis'd the pleaſant land, 
believed not his word : 
25 But in their tents they murmured, 
not hearkening to the Lord. 
Ver. 23. When Moſes interceded for his countrymen; urging to 


(God the glory of his name, the relation in which he ſtood to Ifrael, the 
covenant he had made with their fathers; and if they muſt be caſt off, 


I 


invincible fortitude, fervent piety, triumphant faith, and unbourded 
charity ! But all this was far exceeded, by Him, in whoſe name the 
| * interceſſioa 
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deſiring himſelf to periſh with them; how are we aſtoniſhed at ſuch | 
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interceſſion of Moſes was accepted ; who, really taking upon himſelf 
the ſins of his people, ſuffered the vengeance due to them; and who is 
now at the right hand of God, interceding for them. Sce Exod. xxxii. 
10—14, and 32. 
26 Therefore in deſert, them to ſlay, 
he lifted up his hand; 
27 Mong nations to o'erthrow their ſeed, 
and ſcatter in each land, 
28 They unto Baal-peor did 
themſelves affociate ; 
The facrifices of the dead 
they did profanely eat. 


Ver. 24, 25, 26, & 27. Do not thou ſuffer us, O Lord, to deſpiſe 
that © pleaſant land,“ which thou deſigneſt to be the inheritance of thy 
ſaints; whatever obſtructions may be thrown in our way, ſuffer us not, 
through floth and cowardice, to “ diſbelieve thy word,“ to doubt the 
accompliſhment of thy promiſes, or to © murmur” apainſt thy diſpen- 
fations. 5 


29 Thus, by their lewd inventions 
they did provoke his ire; 
And then upon them ſuddenly 
the plague brake in as fire. 
30 Then Phine'as roſe, and juſtice did: 
* and fo the plague did ceaſe. 
31 That, to all ages, counted was 
to him for right'ouſneſs. 


32 And at the waters where they ſtrove, 
they did him angry make, 
In ſuch ſort, that it fared ill 
with Moſes for their ſake: 
33 Becauſe they there his ſpirit meek 
provoked bitterly, | 
So that he utter'd with his lips 
words unadviſedly. 

Ver. 32, & 33. Moſes ſhewed not that affiance in God, that diſpo- 
fition to gloriſy him before his people, which became him in the exe- 
cution of his office. The wrath of man” found admiſſion, and that 
« worketh not the righteouſneſs of God.“ Thou, bleſſed Jeſus, art the 
only perfect pattern of patience and love; O grant to all, but above all, 
to the paſtors of thy flock, a * ſpirit” not eaſy to be provoked, and 
lips not haſty to“ ſpeak unadvilediy.”” 

34 Nor, as the Lord commanded them, 
did they the nations flay ; 
35 But 
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35 But with the heathen mingled were, 
and learn'd of them their way. 

35 And they their idols ferv'd ; which did 
2 {rare unto them turn. 
37 Their ſons and daughters they to de'ils 

in ſacrifice did burn. 


Ver. 34, 35, & 36. When the iniquity of the Canaanites was full, it 
pleaſed God to extirpate the race, and Iſracl was commiſſioned to exe- 
cute upon them the vengeance determined. The Canaanites, againft 
whom we Chriſtians militate, are our luſts, which, if they are ſnared and 
treated with, will prove © a ſnare” to us, and in time become our maſters. 
Mercy, ſhewn to them is cruelty to ourſelves, and will always bs. 
found ſo, in the end. 

28 In their own childrens guiltleſs blood; 
their hands they did imbrue, 
Whom to Canaan's idols they 
for ſacrifices ſlew : 
So was the land defiPd with blood. 
29 They ſtain'd with their own way, 
And with their own inventions 
a whoring they did ſtray. 

Ver. 37, & 38. We ſtand aſtoniſhed, doubtleſs, at this horrid, bar- 

barous, and unnatural impiety, of offering children by fire to a Moloch : 


but how little is it conſidered, that children, brought up in the way s 
of ignoranc e, error, vanity, folly, and vice, are more effectually facri- 


hced to the great adverſary of mankind! 
40 Againſt his people kindled was 
; the wrath of God therefore, 
Inſomuch that he did his own 

inheritance abhor. 

41 He gave them to the heathens hand: 
their foes did them command. 

42 Their en'mies them oppreſs'd, they were 
made ſubject to their hand. 


43 He many times deliv'red them; 


_— but with their counſel fo 
3 They him provok'd, that for their ſin 
he they were brought very low. 
* 44 Vet their affliction he beheld, 
| when he did hear their cry; 
45 And he for ther. his covenant , 


did call to memory, 
zut 9 Ver. 39? 
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Ver. 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, & 46. This is an epitome of the 
hiſtory of the Iſraelites, from the time when they took poſſſlion of 
Cauaan, downwards. Tranſgreſſions brought on chaſtiſements; chaſ. 
tiſements were followed by repentance : and repentance obtained mercy, 
For their laſt and grand rebellion againſt the Son of God, and their 
King Meſſiah, whom they murdered, the ſore burden of heaven's diſ- 
pleaſure hath now reſted upon the nation theſe ſeventeen hundred 
years; but their eyes are not yet opened; their hearts have not, hither- 
to, relented. How hath the © wrath of Jeuovan been kindled againſt 
** his people, inſomuch that he hath abhorred his own inheritance !" 
How hath he given them into the hand of the heathen, and - cauſed 
them that hated them to. rule over them!“ How have their enemies 
** opprefled them! how have they been © brought into ſubjection un- 
« der their hand! Nevertheleſs, O Lord, regard their affliction, when 
thou heareſt their ery;“ grant them repentance and pardon; * rc- 
member for them thy covenant ;** cauſe them to change their mind, 
and do thon © change thy purpoſe, according to the multitude of thy 
* mercies; make them alſo to . pitied of all thoſe that have carried 
* them captives;“ cauſe them to find favour in the eycs of the nations; 
and do Thou, who haſt ſo long been “ a light to lighten the Gentiles,” 
become once more © the glory of thy people Iſrael,” * 


After his mercies multitude 
46 be did repent: And made 
Them to be pity'd of all thoſe 
who did them captive lead. 
47 O Lord, our God, us ſave, and gather 
the heathen from among; 
That we thy holy name may praiſe 
in a triumphant Song. 


Ver. 47. Such will be the petition of the Jews hereafter to Him whom 
they crucified; and ſuch is now the petition of the Chriſtian church, 
that the elect may be finally gathered together, and united in one con- 
gregation, © to give thanks unte the name, and triumph for ever in the 
„ praiſes of IESsUs. 


48 Bleſt be JEHOVAH, Ifra'l's God, 
to all eternity: 
Let all the people ſay, Amen. 
Praiſe to the Lord give ye. 


PSALM CVII. 
J PRAISE God, for he is good!: for ſtill 


his mercies laſting be. 
2 Let God's redeem'd ſny fo, whom he 
from th? ewmy's hand did free: 
3 And gath'red them out of the lands, 
trom north, ſouth, eaſt, and weſt, 


4 They 


PSALM CVIL 


4 They ſtray'd in deſert's pathleſs way, 
no city found to reſt. | 


Ver. r, 2, & 3. Eternal mercy is the theme here propoſed ; and they 
who have taſted its ſweets, are invited to join in ſetting forth its praiſes. 
The members of the Chriſtian church are now, in the moſt proper and 
emphatical ſenſe of the words, “ the redeemed of J=uovan, whom he 
« hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy, and gathered them,” by 
the goſpel, out of all lands, They ought therefore to praiſe him for his 
coodneſs in redeeming, and gathering them from the four quarters of 
the world, Their danger and their deliverance are very like the four 
ſtriking deſcriptions in this Pſalm ; of travellers loſt in a wilderneſs, 
but directed and conducted home; of priſoners reſcued from captivity ; 
of ſick and dying men reſtored to health; of mariners preſerved in a 
ſtorm at ſea, and brought ſafe into port, 


5 For thirſt and hunger in them faints 
6 their ſoul, When ſtraits them preſs; 
They cry unto the Lord, and he 
them frees from their diſtreſs. 
7 Them allo in a way to walk 
that right 1s he did guide, 
That they might to a city go 
wherein they might abide. 

Ver. 4, 5, 6, & 7. The firſt of theſe deſcriptions exhibiteth to our 
view a {et of travellers loſt in a 2 deſert, and well nigh famiſhed, 
through want of neceſſary prgviſions. They make their diſtreſſes known 
by prayer to JEHovan, and lo, he appears, as their guard, and their 
zuide; he ſupplies all their neceflitics upon the journey, and conducts 
them in ſaſcty to their place of abode. 'Thus he dealt with Iſrael of- 
old, in their paſſage, through the waſte and howling wilderneſs, from 
gypt to Canaan, And thus he is ready to deal with us. Fervent and 
2nportunate prayer to the God of our ſalvation will procure, from 
above, knowledge to diſpel our ignorance, and grace to help our infir- 
mities; the former will diſcover to us our road, the latter will enable 


us to walk in it, and both together will carry us, in due time, to“ tha 
* city of our eternal habitation.“ 


8 O that men to the Lord would give 
praiſe, for his goodneſs, then, 

And for his works of wonder done 
unto the ions of men! 

9 For he the ſoul that longing is 
doth fully fatisfy, © 

With goodneſs he the hungry ſoul 

doth fill abundantly. 


10 Such as ſhut up in darkneſs deep, 
and in death's ſhade abide, 
* 3 Whom 
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Whom ſtrongly hath afflition bound, 
and irons faſt have ty'd : | 
11 (Becauſe againſt the words of God 
they wrought rebelli'cuſly, 


And they the counſel did contemn 
of him that is Moſt High.) 


12 Their heart he did bring down with grief, 
they fell, no help could have. 

13 In trouble then they cry'd to God, 
he them from ſtraits did fave. 

14 He out of darknels did them bring, 
and from death's ſhade them take; 
Theſe bands wherewith they had been bound 
aſunder quite he brake. | 


15 O that men to the Lord would give 
praiſe, for his goodneſs, then, 
And for his works of wonder done 
unto the ſons of men |! 
16 Becauſe the mighty gates of braſs 
mn pieces he did tear, 
By him in ſunder alſo cut 
the bars of iron were. 


Ver. 10, IT, 12, 13, 14, 15, & 16. In this ſecond deſcription, we be- 
hold a people groaning under all the miſeries of captivity, deprived of 
light and liberty, chained down in horrid dungeons, and there expe&- 
ing the day of execution. But the grand and univerſa] captivity is 
that gf fin and death ; the grand and univerſal deliverance, for which 
all the redeemed of the Lord ought to praiſe his mercy, is that by Jeſus 
Chriſt, Of mankind in the ſtate of ſin how truly may it be ſaid, 
„They fit in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of death, being faſt bound 
« in miſery,” and bands ſtronger than iron—A ſenſe of this his woful 
condition forces the finner to © cry unto the Lord Jeſus in his trouble,“ 
and to ſay, O wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from this 
„% body of death! Bring my foul out of priſon, that I may give thanks 
« unto thy name.“ And now, his prayer is heard, the grace of Chriſt 
cometh to his afliſtance, and he is made “ free indeed.” His chains, 
like thoſe of Peter, fall off at the word of his deliverer; he is “ ſaved 
« out of his diſtreſs; he is brought out of darkneſs and the ſhadow of 
% death,” into the glorious light and liberty of the ſons of God, 


17 Fools for their ſin, and their offence, 
do fore affliction bear. 

18 All kind of meat their ſoul abhors, 
they to geath's gates draw near, 


e 19 In 
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19 In grief they cry to God, he ſaves 
them from their miſeries: 
20 He ſends his word, them heals, and them 
from their deſtruction frees. 


21 O that men to the Lord would give 
praiſe, for his goodneſs, then, 
And for his works of wonder done 
unto the ſons of men | 
22 And let them ſacrifice to him 
off*rings of thankfulneſs, 
And let them ſhew abroad his works 
in ſongs of joyfulnels. 

Ver. 17, 18, 19, 2G, 21, & 22. The recovery of men from ſicknefs 
affords a third image of the benefits conferred on his people, by the 
Redeemer, Let all who have been thus “ healed, and ſaved from de- 
« {truction,” either of body or ſoul, acknowledge to Jenovan bis 
© mercy, and his wonders wrought for the children of Adam: let them 
« ſacrifice the ſacrifices of thankſgiving, .and declare his works with 
« rejoicing.” 

23 Who go to ſea in ſhips, and in 
great waters trading be, 
24 Within the deep theſe men God's works, 
| and his great wonders ſce. 
25 For he commands, and forth in haſte 
the ſtormy tempeſt flies, 
Which makes the ſea with rolling waves 
aloft to ſwell and riſe. 


26 They mount to heav*n, then to the depths 
they do go down again, 
Their foul doth taint, and melt away 
with trouble and with pain. 
27 They reel and ſtagger like one drunk, 
at their wits end they be: 
28 Then they to God in trouble cry, 
who them from ſtraits doth free. 


29 The ſtorm is chang'd into a calm, 
at his command and will; 
So that the waves which rag'd before 
now quiet are and ſtill. 


30 Then are they glad, becauſe at reſt 
and quiet now they be; 
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So to the haven he them brings 
which they defir'd to ſee. 


31 O that men to the Lord would give 
praiſe, for his goodneſs, then, 
And for his works of wonder done 
unto the ſons of men! 
32 Among the people gathered, 
let them exalt his name; 
Among aſſembled elders ſpread 

his moſt renowned fame. 

Ver. 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, & 32. The fourth ſimili- 
tude choſen to portray the dengers of a natural ſtate, and the goodneſs 
of God diſplayed in ſalvation, is taken from that fignal inſtance of the 
divine power and providence, the preſervation of mariners in a ſtorm 
at ſea. There is a ſhip, in which we are all embarted ; there is a trou- 
bled ſea, on Which we all ſail; there are ſtorms by which we are all 


frequently overtaken ; and there is a haven which we all defire to be- 
hold, and to enter. Often, during the voyage, for vur puniſhment, or 


| 


eur trial, God permitt<th us to be thus aſſaulted. With the earneſtneſs. 


of affrighted mariners, who will then be devout, though they never 
were ſo before, we ſhould © cry unto the Lord Jeſus in our trouble ;" 
we ſhould, as it were, awake” him, like the diſciples, with repeti- 
tions of,“ Lord, fave us, we periſh !” Then will he urife, and rebuke 
the authors of our tribulation, ſaying unto them, „Peace, be ſtill;“ 
and they ſhall hear, and obey his voice. He, will make the ſtorm a 
& calm, ſo that the waves thereof ſhall be ſtill;” and at length he will 
« bring us” in peace, joy, and gladneſs, “to our defired hayen,“ there 
to © exa}lt him in the congregation” of his choſen, and © praiſe him in 
te the” great c aſſembly” of ſaints and angels. Thus we fee there is 
no ſpititual evil, out of which God is not both able and willing to de- 
liver ps, wher we call upon him in truth Are we ignorant of the way 
to the heavenly city? He will guide and conduct us thither. Are we 
bound with the chains of ſin and death? IIe will looſe and deliver us. 
Are our minds diſzaſed and langrid? He will heal and ihvigorate 
them. Are we in danger of being overwhelmed by the troubles of the 
world? He will preſerve us in the mid} of them, until he bid them 
ccaſe. Of his power and inclination to do theſe things for our fouls, he 
hath given affurance to all men, by thcſc pledges of his love, the bene- 
fits and bleſſings conferred on the bodies ot his people, in leading them 
through che wilderneſs to Canaan ; in reſcuing them ſo often from the 
miſeries of captivity 3 in healing their diſcaſes; and in ſaving thoſe of 
them, who © did buſineſs in great waters,” from the perils of the ſea, 
Certainly, the mind of man cannot have a nobler ſubject for medita- 
tion in this world, than the wonders of Providence, conſidered as re- 
preſenting the mercies of Redemption, 


33 He to dry land turns water-ſprings, 
and floods to wilderneſs : 

31 For fins of thoſe that dwell therein, 
tat land to barrenneſs. | 
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35 The burnt and parched wilderneſs 
to water-pools he brings, 


The ground that was dry'd up before 
he turns to water ſprings. 


36 And there, for dwelling, he a place 
doth to the hungry give, 
That they a city may prepare 
commod!' ouſly to live. 
37 There ſow they fields, and vineyards plant, 
to y.eld fruits of increaſe. 
38 His bleſſing makes them multiply, 
lets not their beaſts decreaſe. 


Ver. 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, & 38. Thus, in the diſpenſations of grace, 


kath he dealt with Jews and Gentiles, The ſynagogue of tlie former, 
once rich in faith, watered with the benedictions of heaven, fruitſul in 
p: ophets and ſaints, adorned with the ſervices of religion, and the pre- 
i:ace of Ir uovau, hath been, ſince the murder of the Son of God, cur- 
ſed with infidelity, parched like the withered tops of the mountains of 
Gilboah, barren and deſolate as the land of their ancient refidence 


whoſe naked rocks ſeem to declare to all the world the hard-hcarted- 


neſs and unprofitableneſs ot its old poſſeſſors. When the © fruitful field” 
thus became a “ foreſt,” the © wilderneſs,” at the ſame time, became a 
© fruitful field.” A church was planted in the Gentile world, and 
« the Spirit was poured out upon it from on high.“ In that “ wilder- 
© neſs did waters break out, and ſtreams in that deſert.” There was 
ſaich ſown, and holineſs was the univerſal product. The wilderneſs 
and the ſolitary place was glad, and the deſert rejoiced, and bloſſom- 
ed as the roſe. It bloſſomed abundantly, and rejoiced even with joy 
and ſinging ; the glory of Lebanon was given unto it, the excellency 
of Carmel and Sharon: The privileges and honourswef the ſyna- 
gogue were conferred upon the church; and the nations now © ſaw the 
glory of JEHovaa, and the excellency of God,” Itai, xxxii. 15. and 
OR oO 


39 Again they are diminiſhed, 
and very low brought down, 
Through ſorrow and affliction, 
and great oppreſſion. 
40 He upon princes pours contempt, 
and cauſeth them to ſtray 
And wander in a wilderneſs 
wherein there is no way. 


41 Yet ſetteth he the poor on high 
from all his miſeries, 


And 
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And he, much like unto a flock, 
, doth make him families. 
42 They that are right'ous ſhall rejoice 
when they the ſame ſhall ſee ; 
And, as aſhamed, ſtop her mouth 
ſhall all iniquity. 

Ver. 29, 40, & 41. What revolutions have, in like manner, happen- 
ed, and, probably, are ftill to happen, in the church! Jeruſalem is fal- 
len, through unbelief ; and the Gentile church ſtandeth only by faith, 
from which, if ſhe depart, vengeance will be executed on her likewiſe, 
Vet, even in the worſt of times, there is a promiſe, that © the poor“ 
in ſpirit, the faithful and humble diſciples of the holy Jeſus, ſhall be 
pretet ved from the evil, and © ſet on high from affliction ;*'* yea, that 
they ſhall be multiplied “ Ike a flock,” under the care of the good 


Shepherd, to preſerve his name, and to continue a church upon the 
earth, until he ſhall retutn again. 


43 Whoſo is wiſe, and will theſe things 
obſerve, and them record, . 
Ev'n they ſhall underſtand the love 
and kindneſs of the Lord. 


Ver. 43. A truly © wiſe” perſon will treaſure up in his heart the 
contents of this moſt inſtructive and delightful Pſalm. By ſo doing, 
he will © underſtand” the weakneſs and wretchedneſs of man, and the 
power and © loving kindneſs” of God. | 


PSALM CVII. 
This Pſalm is compoſed of parts taken, without any material alteration» 


from two others. The firſt five verſes occur in Pſal. lvii. 11; the 
laſt eight are found in Pſal. IX. 5— 12. 


I Y keart is fix'd, Lord, I will fing, 
and with my glory praiſe. 

2 Awake up, pſaltery and harp, 
myſelf PII early raiſe. 

3 I'll praite thee *mong the people, Lord, 
'mong nations ſing will J. 

4 For above heav'n thy mercy's great, 
thy truth doth reach the ſky. 


5 Be thou above the heavens, Lord, 
exalted glori'ouſſy: 
Thy glory all the earth above 
be lifted up on high. 
6 That thoſe who thy beloved are 
delivered may be; 


O do 
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O do thou ſave with thy right hand, 
and anſwer give to me. 


God in his holineſs hath ſaid, 
Herein I will take pleaſure, 
Shechem I will divide, and forth 
will Succoth's valiey meaſure. 
8 Gilead I claim as mine by right, 
Manaſſeh mine ſhall, be; | 
Ephra'im is of my head the ſtrength, 
Judah gives laws for me. 


9 Moab's my waſhing- pot, my ſhoe 
Ill over Edom throw, 

Over the land of Paleſtine 

I will in triumph go. 
10 O who is he will bring me to 

the city fortify'd ! 

O who is he that to the land 
of Edom will me guide! 


11 O God, thou who hadſt caſt us off, 

this thing wilt thou not do? 
And wilt not thou, ev'n thou, O God, 

forth with our armies go? 

12 Do thou from trouble give us help, 
for helpleſs is man's aid. 

13 Through God we ſhall do valiantly, 
our toes he ſhall down tread. 


PSALM CIX. 


Zhe apoſtle Peter, Acts i. 20. hath taught us to apply the predictions 
in this Pſalm to the betrayers and murderers of Meſſiah. 


I O Thou the God of all my praiſe, 
do thou not hold thy peace: 

2 For mouths of wicked men to ſpeak 
againſt me do not ceaſe: 
The mouths of vile deceitful men 

againſt me op'ned be ; 
And with a falſe and lying tongue 
they have accuſed me. 


tate of Cain, when he had murdered his righteous brother, not cut off, 
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3 They did beſet me round about 
with words of hateful ſpite : 
And tho' to them no cauſe I gave, 
againſt me they did fight, 
4 They for my love became my foes, 
but I me ſet to pray. 
5 Evil for good, hatred for love, 
to me they did repay. 1 
Ver. I, 2, 3, 4, & 5. Let the afflicted and traduced diſciple rejoice, 
in that he is con formed to the image of his Maſter. And from the 


example of that Maſter let him learn what courſe to take, when in 
uch circumſtances— But I give myſelf unto prayer.“ 


6 Set thou the wicked over him, 
and upon his right hand 
Give thou his greateſt enemy, 
- ev'n Satan, leave to ſtand. 
7 And when by thee he (hall be judg'd, 
let him condemned be; 
And let his pray'r be turn'd to ſin, 
when he ſhall call on thee. 


Ver. 6, & 7. A tranſition is here made to the adverſaries of Meſſiah; 
primarily to Judas, © who was guide to them that took Jeſus;“ Acts 
1. 16. ſecondarily to the ſynagogue, of whom Judas may be conſidered 
as an epitome and repreſentative, Moſt of the following verbs are in 
the future tenſe, and the reſt have evidently a predictive and future 
import. N 


8 Few be his days, and in his room 
his charge another take: 

9 His children let be fatherleſs, 
his wife a widow make. 

10 His children let be vagabonds, 
and beg continu' ally; 
And from their places deſolate 

ſcek bread for their ſupply. 


Ver, 8. The paſſage is in the ſingular number, yet applicable not ts 
udas only, but to the whole nation of the Jews; whoſe “ days,” after 
they had crucified the Lord of glory, © were few ;'”” who were diſpoſ- 
ſeſſed of the place and © office” which they held as the church of God. 
Ver. 9, & Io. If, by the wretched death of Judas, his wife became 

a widow, and his children orphans, vagabonds, and beggars, their fate 
was but a prelude ro that of thouſands and ten thouſands of the fame 
nation, whoſe huſhands and fathers came afterwards to a miſerable 
end, at the deſtruction of Jeruſalem. Their children, and childrens 
children, have ſince heen © continually vagabonds” upon the earth, in the 


but 
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but marvellouſly preſerved for puniſhment and woe. Having nothing 
of their own, they roam through all parts of the world, civilized or 
barbarous, the fcorn and contempt of mankind. And even if they are 
able to amaſs wealth, their unparalleled avarice Kill keeps them poor 
and beggarly in the midlt of it. 
11 Let covetous extortioners 
catch all he hath away ; 
Of all for which he labour'd hath 
let ſtrangers make a prey. 
12 Let there be none to pity him, 
let there be none at all | 
That on his children fatherleſs 
will let his mercy fall. 


Ver. II, & 12. Since the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, how often hath 
this race been ſcized, pillaged, ſtripped, and impoveriſhed, by prince 
and people, in all the nations of the known world, none appearing, as 
in other caſes, to“ favour and extend mercy” to them. See Deut. xxviii, 


29, 33» 
13 Let his poſterity from earth 
cut of for ever be, | 
And in the follo'wing age their name 
be blotted out by thee. - 
14 Let God his father's wickedneſs 
{till to remembrance call; 
And never let his mother's ſin - 
be blotted out at all. | 


% 


Ver. 13, 14, & 15. The traiterous and rebellious « poſterity” of 


traiterous and rebellious parents ſuffered an “ exciſion” by the Roman 
ſword, and “ in the generation following, their name,” as a church 
and civil p lity, was * blotted out” of the lift of ſtates and kingdoms 
upon earth, © 'The-iniquity of their fathers,” which they had filled up, 
was remembered with Jexovan, and the fin of their mother,“ that 
15, perhaps, of the ſynagogue of Jeruſalem, now ia bondage with her 
children, « was not blotted out; that upon them might come all the 
** righteous blood ſhed, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood 
of Zacharias, whom they flew, between the temple and the altar.“ 
Matt. xxii. 25. The blood of the prophets cried for vengeance againſt 
thoſe who crucified the Lord of the prophets. ' God hid not his face 
any longer from all theſe horrible tranſgreſſions, but © they were bz. 
fore him continually,” and occaſioned him to © cut off the memory” 
of his people, once precious and fragrant, „from the earth,” fo that 
while apoſtles and martyrs are commemorated with honour, the names 


ot « Judas,“ and “ Jew,” are never mentioned but with contempt and 
abhorrence. | | 


15 But let them a'l before the Lord 
appear continwally, 22 
That 
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That he may wholly from the earth 
| cut off their memory. | 
\ | 16 Becauſe he mercy minded not, - 
Wo but perſecuted till | 
The poor and needy, that he might 
| the broken-hearted kill. 
. Ver. 16. The crime which brought upon its perpetrators all the 
| | above- mentioned judgements and calamities, is here eg out too 
[on lainly to be miſtaken. They © remembered not to ſhew mercy” to 
8 im, who ſhewed it to all the world; they « perſecuted” Him who for 
| our ſakes became poor, and who condeſcended to aſk of his crea- 
1 - _ tures water to drink: they betrayed and murdered the lowly and afflic- 

ted Jeſus, whole “ Heart” was broken” with ſorrow for their ſins, and 
- with a ſenſe of the puniſhment due to them. How long will it be, ere 
the brethren of this moſt innocent and moſt injured Joſeph © ſay one 
& to another, We are verily guilty concerning our brother, in that we 


* ſaw the anguiſh of his foul, when he beſought us, and we would not 
hear: THEREFORE is this diſtreſs come upon us!” Gen, xlii, 21. 


17 As he in curſing pleaſure took, : 
ſo let it to him fall; ; 
As he delighted not to bleſs, 
ſo bleſs him not at all. 
18 As curſing he like cloathes put on, » 
into his bowels ſo, FF; 
Like water, and into his bones 
like oil down let it go. 


19 Like to the garment let it be 
1 * 1 which doth himſelf array, 
Þ | 5 And for a girdle, wherewith he 
Wl Ist girt about alway... - 
14 : 20 From God let this be their reward 
14 that en' mies are to me: 
14 And their reward, that ſpeak againſt 
$ | : my foul malicrouſly. 

Ver. 17, 18, 19, & 20. When' that unhappy multitude, aſſembled 
belore Pontius Pilate, pronounced the words, © His blcod be on us, 
and on our children,” Matt. xxvii. 25. then did they put on the en- 

We venomed garment which has ſtuck to and tormented the nation ever 

ſince; then did they eagerly ſwallow down that deadly draught, the | 
effects whereof have been the infatuation and miſery of ſeventeen hun- 

dred years! If ſuch, in this world, be © the reward of Meſſiah's adver- 

ſaries, and of thoſe . who ſpake evil againſt him,” what will hereafter 

be the vengeance inflicted on thoſe who © crucify him afreſh, and put 


him © again to an open ſhame?” Heh, vi. 6, And what will be the 
operation of the ſentence, “ Go, ye curſed.” 
21 But 
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21 But do thou, for thine own name's ſake,” 
O God the Lord, for me: Fa 
Sith good and {ſweet thy mercy ie, 
from trouble ſet me tree. 
22 For I am poor and indigent, ; 
afflicted fore am I ; 
My heart within me alſo is 
wounded exceedingly. 


23 I paſs like a declining ſhade, 
am like the locuſt toſt. 

24 My knees thro” faſting weak'ned are, 
my fleſh hath fatneſs loſt. 

25 I alſo am a vile reproach 
unto them mad to be; 

And they that did upon me look. 

did ſhake their heads at me. | 


Ver. 21, 22, 23, 24, & 25. In this laſt part of the Pſalm, Meſſiah 
petitioneth for deliverance, urging to the Father his power as“ Lord,” 
the honour of his“ name,” and the greatneſs of his © mercy.” He then 
pleadeth his own humiliation, and affl: tion, his“ poverty,“ and © heart”? 
felt agony of grief. He compareth himſelf to a “ ſhadow, declining,” 
and abour to vaniſh from the earth, where he had no reſt, being per- 
ſecuted from place to plage, as a © locuſt” is driven hither and thither, 
by the ſtormy wind and tempeſt; while, eafcebled aud emaciated by 
frequent “ faſtings,”* and long want of food during his paſſion, he was 
ready to fink under his burden: and what aggravated all his ſufferings, 
was, that he met with no pity and compaſſion from thoſe around him; 


his enemies “ reproached” and reviled him,“ ſhaking their heads, aud 


„ ſaying, Ah! thou that deſtroyeſt the temple, and buildeſt it in three 

days, fave thyſelf,” &c. Matt. xxvii. 39, Nor are we*to ſuppoſe our 
Lord thus praying for his natural body only, but alſo for his myſtical 

body, the church, that from all diſtreſſes, perſecutions, and inſults, the 

members of that body may in time be delivered, like their bleſſed Head, 
by a joyful reſurrection to eternal life. 


26 O do thou help and ſuccour me, 
who art my God and Lord: 
And, for thy tender mercies fake, 
ſafety to me afford. | 
27 That thereby they may know, that this 
is thy almighty hand; 
And that thou, Lord, haſt done the ſame, 
they may well underſtand. a 


Ver. 26, & 27. The reſurrection of Chriſt was to be the great de- 
monſtration of IEnOVAA's power; and it was publiſhed, as ſuch, by 
the Apoſtles, to the nations, who thereupon believed, and were con- 

verted. 
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PSALM CIX. $I 
verted. The Jews alone hardened their hearts againſt that proof, and 
continued impenitent. . 

28 Altho? they curſe with ſpite, yet, Lord, 
bleſs thou with loving voice : a 
| Let them aſham'd be when they riſe ; 
=_ thy ſervant let rejoice. 
| 29 Let thou mine adverſaries all 
l with ſhame be cloathed over, 
if And let their own confuſion 
| 
| 
| 


them as a mantle cover. , 


Ver. 28, & 29. The apoſtate ſons of Iſrael, though they have bee 
fo long confounded' and blaſted by the breath of heaven's dilplea- 
ſure, yet continue © curſing” and blaſpheming, as it is here foretold 
A that they ſhould do. But God hath “ bleſſed” his Son Jeſus, and thro? 
bim all nations, who have been adopted into his family, yea, and they 
1 Mall be bleſſed, and enter, by thouſands and millions, into the“ joy“ 
4 of their Lord, while his enemics ſhall have no“ covering,“ but their 
own © ſhame” and “ confuſion,” > 


30 But as for me, I with my mouth 

will greatly praiſe the Lord ; 
And I among the multitude 

5 his praiſes will record. 

31 For he ſhall ſtand at his riglit hand 
rhe is in poverty, | 

To fave him from all thoſe that would 

condema his ſoul to die. 


Ver. 30, & 31. The former of theſe two verſes is parallel to that 
which the apoſtle Paul citeth from Pal. xxii. 22. He that ſancti- 
„ fieth and they who are ſanctified are all of one: for which cauſe he 
is not*aſhamed to call them Brethren, ſaying, Iwill declare thy name 
© unto my brethren, in the midſt of che church will 1 fing praiſe unto 
<« thee.” Heb. ii. 11. Great is the joy of the redeemed upon earth; 
proves will it be, after the reſurtection of the dead, in the courts of 
ea ven ſus, unjuſtly put to death, and now riſen again, is a per- 
petual Advocate and Interceſſor for his people, ever ready to appear on 


their behalf, againſt the iniquitous ſentence of a corrupt world, and the 
malice of the grand accuſcr. 


ic. 
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PSALM CX. 


This Pſalm is evidently ſo full of Chriſt, that it needs no comment. 
See the quotatiors from it in the New Teſtament, by our Lord him- 


ſelf, Matt. xxii. 43. by Peter, Acts ii. 34. by Paul, 1 Cor. xv. 25. 
Heb. v. vi. and Hc<b vii. | 


I 8 2 Lokp did ſay unto my Lord, 
Sit thou at my right hand, d 


Until 
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"PSALM CX. 
d | 'Until I make thy foes a ſtool 
whereon thy feet may ſtand. 
2 The Lord ſhall out of Zion fend 
the rod of thy great pow'r : 


In midſt of all thine enemies 
be thou the governor, 


3 A willing people | in thy day 1e 
bol pow'r ſhall come to thee. 
In holy beauties from morn's wonb: ; 
thy youth like dew {hall be. 


x 4 The Lord himſelf hath made an oath, 

d and will repent him never, 

d? Of th? order of Melchiſfedeck 

2 thou art a prieſt for ever. | 
ir Ver. 3. The words of the laſt clauſe may be rendered More than . 


ti the dew ſrom the womb of the morning is the dew of thyprogeny ;”? 

that is, Thy children, begotten to thee through the goſpel, ſhall exceed 

in number, as well as brightneſs and beauty, the ſpangles of early dew. 
Ver. 4. See Gen. xiv. 18. and Heb, vii. throughout. 


5 'The glorious and mighty Lord, 
that fits at thy right hand, 
Shall, in his day-of wrath, ſtrike through 
kings that do him withſtand. 
6 He ſhall among the heathen judge, 
he ſhall with bodies dead 
The places fill; o'er many lands, 
e he wound ſhall ev'ry head. 


0 7 The brook that runneth in the way 
with drink ſhall him fupply : 

: And, for this cauſe, in triumph he 

8 {hall lift his head on high. 

Cc 


Ver. 7. See Phil. ii. 8. He humbled himſelf, and became obedient 
* unto death, even the death of the croſs: wuERKEFORE, God alſo hath 
2 highly exalted him.” ; 


l | PSALM LCXL. 


. 1 PRRaiſe ye the Lord: with my whole heart 
I will God's praiſe declare, 
Where the aſſemblies of the juſt 
and congregations are. 
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1 PSALM CXI. | 
2 The whole works of the Lord our God 
are great above all meaſure ; 


Sought out they are of every one 


that doth therein take pleaſure. 
Ver. 2. The ſubjects of man's praiſe are the © works“ of God. Every 


one of theſe works, whether in the natural or the ſpiritual ſyſtem, is 


„great.“ Happy are they, who with humility and diligence, with faith 
and devotion, give themſelves to the contemplation of theſe works, and 
take © pleaſure” and delight therein. To them ſhall the gate of true 
ſcience open; they ſhall underſtand the myſteries of Creation, Provi- 
dence, and Redemption; and they who thus © ſeek” ſhall find the trea- 
tures of eternal wiſdom, : 
3 His work moſt honourable is, 
moſt glorious and pure; 
And his untainted right'ouſneſs 
for ever doth eadure. 
4 His works moſt wonderful he hath 
made to be thought upon : 
The Lord is gracious, and he is 
tull of compaſſion. 


Z 
Ver. 3. The © work,” of all others, in which the“ honour and glo- 
© rious mojeity” of Jexovan appeareth, is the ſalvation and exaltation 
of our nature, by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead; an 
event, which contained in it the accompliſhment of the ancient promi- 


es, and thereby demonſtrated to all the world the everlaſting truth, 


fidelity, and “ righteouſneſs” of Him who made them. 


5 He giveth meat unto all thoſe 
| that truly do him fear : 
And exermore his covenant 
he in his mind will-bear. 
6 He did the power of his works 
unto his people ſhow, _ 
When he the heathen's heritage 
upon them did beſtow. 


Ver. 5, & 6. Agreeably to the covenant which God made with 
Abraham, as concerning all believers, thoſe “ children of ths promiſe 
« which are counted for the ſeed,” he feedeth them in the world with 
the true manna, the bread which cometh down from heaven; he hath 
again „ ſhewed the power of his works“ in the overthrow of idolatry 3 
and again, by the converſion of the nations, he hath given to his church, 
„ the heritage of the heathen.” 


7 His handy-works are truth and right: 
all his commands are ſure; 
8 And done in truth and uprightneſs, - 
they evermore endure, 


9 He 
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PSALM CXI. 
g He ſent redemption to his folk, 
his covenant for ay 
He did command : holy his name 


and rev'rend is alway. 


Ver. 9. He who „ ſent redemption” to Iſrael by the hand of Moſes, 
hath now * ſent redemption,” by the power of Jeſus, to all the world: 
he who, at mount Sinai, eſtabliſhed his © covenant” with his people, 
and gave them a law, hath now eſtabliſhed his “ covenant” with the 
Gentiles, and publiſhed to them his goſpel from Zion. © Holy is his 
« name,” and therefore * terrible” to thoſe who, under all the means 


of grace, continue unholy. | 
10 Wiſdom's beginning is God's fear: 
good- underſtanding they 
Have all, that his commands fulfil : 
his praiſe endures for ay. 


Ver. 10. The © fear of God” exciteth a ſinner to depart from evil, 
and to do good; to implore pardoning mercy, and to ſue for ſanctify- 
ing grace. Religion is the perfection of wiſdom, practice the beſt in- 


ſtructor, and thankſgiving the ſweeteſt recreation. | 


PSALM CXI. ' 
I PRAISE ye the Lord. The man is bleſt 
that fears the Lord aright, 
He who in his commandements 
doth greatly take delight. 
2 His feed and offspring powerful 
{hall be the earth upon: 
Of upright men blcfled ſhall be 


the generation. 

Ver. 1. Of this kind was thy bleſſedneſs, O holy Jeſus, on whom 
did reſt © the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of Jenovan,” and 
whoſe © meat” it was “ to do the will of Him that ſent thee, and to 
« finiſh His work,“ Iſai. xi. 2. John iv. 34. 

Ver. 2. he whole family of believers, Abraham and all, are bleſſed 
in Him, who is the great Father of that family, and the Author of 
their ſalvation, 


3 Riches and wealth ſhall ever be 
within his houſe and ſtore : 
And his unſpotted right'ouſneſs 
endures for evermore. | 
4 Unto the upright light doth riſe, 
though he in darkneſs be: 
Compaſſionate and merciful, 
and righteous is he. 


Ver, 3 
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PSALM CXII. 
Ver. 3. It ſometimes.pleaſeth God to beſtow on his ſervants, as he 
did on Iſrael of old, the good things of this world. And a bountiful 


rich man is therefore happier than a poor man, becuaſe * it is more 
t bleiſed to give than to receive,” Acts xx. 35. But the true wealth” 


of Chriſtians is of another kind; their « riches'* are ſuch as neither 


moth can corrupt, nor thief ſteal. Grace and glory are in the“ houſe” 
of Chriſt, and everlaſting “ righteouſneſs” is the portion of his children. 
Ver. 4. While we are on earth, we are ſubject to a threefold © dark- 
« neſs;'* the darkneſs of error, the darkneſs of ſorrow, and the dark- 
neſs of death. To diſpel theſe, God viſiteth us, by his Word, with a 
threefold © light ;”” the light of truth, the light of comfort, and the 
light of life. The Chriſtian's temper is framed after the pattern of his 
Maſter; and he is ever ready to ſhew to others that “ love” an 
% mercy” which have been ſhewn to him. . 


5 A good man doth his favour ſhew, 
and doth to others lend : 
He with diſcretion his affairs 
will guide unto the end. 
6 Surely, there is not any thing 
that ever ſhall him move; 
The right'ous man's memorial 


#. ' {hall everlaſting prove. 


Ver. 5. The former part of this verſe may be rendered, with a little 


variation.“ It is well with the man who is gracious and communica— 


« tive;” ill nature and avarice are their own tormentors, but love and 
liberality do good to themſelves by doing it to others, aud enjoy all the 
happineſs which they cauſe. It is not God's intention, that any of the 
talents which he beſtoweth upon us ſhould lye dead, but that our breth- 
ren ſhould have the uſe of them; even as Chriſt received the Spirit to 
communicate it to us, and our ſalvation is his glory and joy. 7 


7 When he ſhall evil tidings hear, 
he ſhall not be afraid ; 
His heart is fix'd, his confidence 
upon the Lord is ſtay'd. 
8 His heart is firmly ſtabliſhed, 
afraid he ſhall not be, 
Until upon his enemies 


he his deſire ſhall ſee. 


9 He hath diſpers'd, giv'n to the poor, 
his right'ouſneſs ſhall be 
To ages all; with honour ſhall < 
his horn be raiſed high. 
10 The wicked ſha'l it ſee and fret, 
his teeth gnaſh, melt away: 
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PSAL M CXIII. 
What wicked men do moſt deſire 


ſhall utterly decay. 


Ver. 9. © His horn ſhall be exalted with honour, or, in glory;“ 
whatever may be his lot upon earth, and even there the charitable man 
will frequently be had in “ honour,” at the laſt day, certainly, when 
the thrones of the mighty ſhall be caſt down, and the ſceptres of tyrants 
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s broken in pieces, then ſhall he lift up his head, and be exalted to par- 
4 take of the © glory“ of his Redeemer, the author of his faith, and the 
N pattern of his charity, who gave himſelf for us, and is now ſeated at 
e the right hand of the Majeſty in the heavens. : 
IJ — ” — ho 
; PSALM CXII. 
I PRABE God: ye ſervants of the Lord, 
O praiſe, the Lord's name praiſe. 
2 Yea, bleſſed be the name of God 
- from this time forth always. 
3 From riſing ſun to where it fete, 
God's name is to be prais'd, 
4 Above all nstions God is high, 
*bove heav'ns his glory rais'd. | 
Ver. r, & 2. Chriſtians arc the “ ſervants” of Teſus Chriſt ; and a 
© moſt delightful part of their ſervice it is to “ praiſe” his holy and ſa- 
* ving © name.“ The Pſalmiſt wiſhed and prayed that this might be 
d done, and did he not alſo foreſee that it would be done, while the 
© world ſhould laſt upon earth, and aſterwards “ for evermore,“ in hea- 
e 8 = | 
1— Ver. 3, & 4. At the diffuſion of the goſpel through the world, the 
0 


name of Chriſt was praiſed “ ſrom the eaſt“ to the “ weſt :” and the 
grand ſubjects of joy and triumph among believers were, the ſuperio- 
rity of their Maſter over the © heathen nations,” and their idols; the 
exaltation of « his glory above the heavens,” and all the powers there» 
in; the might of his arm and the majeſty of his kingdom. 


5 Unto the Lord our God, that dwells 
| on high, who can compare ? 
6 Himſelf that humbleth things to ſee 
in heav'n and earth that are. 
7 He from the duſt doth raiſe the poor 
that very low doth lye, 
And from the dung-hill lifts the man 
oppreſt with poverty: 
Ver. 7, & 8. Such is his mercy to the poor ſons of Adam in their 
fallen eſtate, that from the loweſt and moſt abje& condition, ſrom the 
pollutions of fin, and from the diſhonours of the grave, he raiſeth them 
to righteouſneſs and holineſs, to glory and immortalit y; he ſetteth them 
on high, with the inhabitants of the heavenly Jeruſalem, © with the 


** princes of his people,” the leaders of the armics above, with angels 
. and 


at 
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PSALM CxII. 


| and archangels beſore his throne, What is the exaltation of the meaneſt 


beggar from a dunghill to an earthly diadem,, when compared with 


that of human nature from fin and death to the throne of God! Here 
is honour worthy of ambition. 


8 That he may highly him advance, © 
and with the princes ſet, 
With thoſe that of his people are 

the chief, ev'n princes great. 

9 The barren woman houſe to keep 

he maketh, and to be 
Of ſons a mother full of joy. 
Praiſe to the Lord give ye. 


Ver. 9. The Gentile church, after many years of barrenneſe, hecame, 
in her old age, “ a ſruitful parent of children,” Wherefore it is writ- 
ten,“ Sing, O barren, thou that didſt not bear; break forth into ſing- 

ing, and cry aloud, thou that didſt not travail with child: for more 
« are the children of the deſolate, than the children of the married 
4 wife, ſaith the Lord.“ Iſai. liv. 1. Gal. iv. 27. 


| PSALM CXIV. 
1 HEN Iſra'l out of Egypt went, 
and did his dwelling change; 
When Jacob's houſe went out from thoſe 
that were of language ſtrange : 
2 He Judah did his ſanctu'ary, 
his kingdom Iſra'l make. 
3 The fea it ſaw, and quickly fled, 
Jordan was driven back. 


Ver. 1, & 2. When Jznovan delivered Iſrael from the bondage of 
Egypt, he choſe them for his peculiar people; his preſence reſided in 
their camp, as in a © ſinctuary,” or temple ; and he ruled them as an 
earthly king exerciſed ſovereignty in his © dominions.” This world, 
and the prince of this world, are to true Chriſtians, what Egypt and 
Pharaoh were to Iſrael. They are the “ ſanctuary, the temple,” in 
which Chriſt dwelleth by his Spirit; they are the ſubjects of his ſpirit» 
ual * kingdom ;” and his peculiar people. 

4 Like rams the mountains, and like lambs 
the hills {kipt to and fro. 
5 O ſea, why fledd'ſt thou? Jordan, back 
why waſt thou driven ſo? 
6 Ye mountains great, wherefore was it 
that ve did ſkip like rams ? 
And wherefore was it, little hills, 


that ye did leap like lambs ? 


— 


— 


— 
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Ver. 5, 


% 


Ver. 5, 6, & 7. If the divine preſence hath ſuch an effect upon in- 
animate matter, how ought it to g wy on rational and accountable 
beings? Let us be afraid, with an holy fear, at the preſence of God, 
in the world by his Providence, and by his Spirit in our conſciences; 


that ſo we may have hope and courage in the days when he ſhall ariſe 


to ſhake terribly the earth; when „every iſland ſhall flee away, and 
© the mountains ſhall be no more found.” Rev xvi. 20. 


O, at the preſence of the Lord, 
earth, tremble thou for fear, 
While as the preſence of the God 
of Jacob doth appear.” | 
8 Who from the hard and ſtony rock 

did ſtanding water bring, 
And, by his pow'r, did turn the flint 
into a water-ſpring. 

Ver. 8. He who brought water out of the rock ſmitten in the wil- 
derneſs, hath ſince cauſed rivers of living water to flow through the 
world, from the Rock of our ſalvation; nay, he hath diſſolved the ſto- 
ny hearts of finners, and made to ſpring up in them fountains of this 


water of life. For theſe great inſtances of his power and his love, let 
us bleſs his holy name, when we ſing this Pſalm. 


PSALM CXV. 


1 NO unto us, Lord, not to us, 
but do thou glory take | 
Unto thy name, ev'n for thy truth, 
and for thy mercy's ſake. 
2 O wherefore ſhould the heathen ſay, 
Where is their God now gone ? 
3 But our God in the heavens is, 
what pleas'd him he hath done. 
Ver. I, & 2. From theſe two verſes it ſeems, that the Pſalm is not 
a thankſgiving for victory, but a petition for deliverance, _ God is in- 
treated to “ give glory, by ſuch deliverance, not to us, to our 
works, or endeavours, = eto his own name;“ he is requeſted to 
vouchſafe ſalvation, not on account of our merits, but of his © mercy,” 
which inclineth him to be gracious; of his “ truth,” which diſpoſeth 
him to fulfil his promiſes; and of his honour,” that the enemy may 
f not have occaſion to blaſpheme him, and reproach his ſervants, as if 


their Maſter either could not, or would not help them, in the day of 


their diſtreſs, “ Wherefore ſhould the heathen ſay, Where is now their 
„God?“ 


4 Their idols filver are and gold, 
work of mens hands they be: 

5 Mouths have they, but they do not ſpeak; 
and eyes, but do not ſee. 


er. 1 6 Ears 


PS ALM CXV. 
6 Ears have they, but they do not hear; 
noſes, but ſavour not 
7 Hands, feet, but handle not, nor walk; 
nor ſpeak they through their throat. 

Ver. 4, 5, 6, & 7. Equally flow to hear, equally impotent to ſave, 
in time of greateſt need, will every worldly idol prove, on which men 
have ſet their affections, and to which they have, in effect, ſaid, ** Thou 
© art my God.“ | > | | | 

'8 Like them their makers are, and all 
on them their truſt that build. 
9 O Iſra'l, truſt thou in the Lord, 
| he is their help and ſhield. 
10 O Aaron's houſe, truſt in the Lord, 
their help and ſhield is he. N 
11 Ye that fear God, truſt in the Lord, 
their help and ſhield he'll be. 


Ver. 8. Idolaters, like the objects of their worſhip, are rather lifelefs 
images, than real men. 'They are ſpiritually blind, deaf, dumb, lame, 
and impotent ; and when their idols are deſtroyed, they will periſh in 
like manner. | | N 
Ver. 9, 10, & It. Let the men of the world make to themſelves 
gods, and vainly truſt in the work of their own hands, or heads; but 
let the church of Chi iſt repoſe all her confidence in Jeuovan, her Savi- 
our and Redeemer. E779 
12 The Lord of us hath mindful been, 

and he will bleſs us till ; 
He will the houſe of Iſra'l bleſs, 
bleſs Aaron's houſe he will. 
13 Both ſmall and great that fear the Lord 
he will them ſurely bleſs. | 
14 The Lord will you, you and your ſeed, 


ay more and more increaſe. | * 
Ver. 12, T3, 14, & 15. The heart of the Pſalmiſt is full of © bleſſing,” 


and on his tongue is the word of kindneſs and comfort. The bleſſings 


formerly confined to Iſrael; have ſince been extended to mankind in 
general. Jexovan hath viſited the world by his Son, and by his Spirit; 
he hath formed a church from among the Gentiles ; he hath © bleſſed,” 
with the bleſſings of grace © them that fear him,” of all nations, and 
of every degree ; he hath © increaſed” and multiplied his people ex- 
ceedingly; and the faithſul members of the Chriſtian church are now 
the bleſſed of Jenovan, who made heaven and earth,“ and who is, 
conſequently, poſſeſſed of all power in both. * 


15 O bleſſed are ye of the Lord, 
WhO made the earth and heav'n. 


16 The 


 BSATLM: cxvt © 
16 The heav'n, ev'n heav'ns are God's, but he 
earth to mens ſons hath giv'n. 
17 The dead, nor who to ſilence go, 
God's praiſe do not record: 
18 But henceforth we for ever will 


9 
a dleſs God. Praiſe ye the Lord. 

Ver. 16, 17, & 18. As “ the dead cannot praiſe him;“ as they who 
ſleep in the ſilent grave cannot celebrate him, we may be certain, that 
he will not ſuffer his people to be deſtroyed and extirpated, but will 
always preſerve a church to “ bleſs him” in all ages, till the end of the 
world. | 

| PSALM CXVI. 
I I LOVE the Lord, becauſe my voice 
and prayers he did hear. 
2 I, while I live, will call on him, 
s who bow'd to me his ear, 
» 3 Of death the cords and ſorrows did 
about me compaſs round ; 
8 The pains of hell took hold on me; 
5 I grief and trouble found. 

Ver. I, & 2. And ought not the love of God to be excited in the 
hearts of all his redeemed by the conſideration, that when they were 
not able to raiſe themſelves up to him, he mercifully and tenderly 
„ inclined” and bowed down * his ear” to them; he © heard their ſup- 
* plications,” and delivered them. With hope, thereſore, and confi- 
dence ſhould they “ call upon him,” in all their troubles, * as long as 
© they live.“ | 

Ver. 3, & 4, Theſe “ ſorrows,” or * bands of death,” once © com- 
e paſſed” the human. race; theſe “ pains of hell” were ready to ſcize 
on every ſon of Adam. The awakened and terrified conſcience of a 
inner hath felt the oppreſſion of the former, and experienced ſome fore- 

: taſte of the latter. In this ſituation he is deſcribed by the apoſtle Paul 
* as crying out, O wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from 
ö „this body of death! Let him take the courſe which the Pſalmiſt 
I took; let him © call upon the name of the Lord,” even the Lord Jeſus, 
” who put himſelf in the ſinner's place, and fuffered ſor him unſpeakable . 
EY „ ſorrows and pains ;” let him do this, and he ſhall be ſaved; and-ihall ' 
4 ſing the praiſes of his almighty Saviour, in the words of this beautiful 
6 Plalm. | | 
ve: 4 Upon the name of God the Lord 
8, then did I call, and ſay, 


Deliver thou my ſoul, O Lord, 
I de thee humbly pray. 
| | 5 God merciful and right'ous is, 
1C yea, gracious is our Lord. Fx 
AS” 6 God 


PSALM CXVI. 
6 God faves the meek : T was brought low, 
he did me help afford. 65 


Ver. 5, & 6. In the ſalvation of a ſinner we contemplate God's 
„ grace, by which the work is effected; his © righteouſneſs,” which 
cauſeth him to perform what he hath promiſed through Chriſt ; his 
« mercy,” which induced him to ſend his Son, and to make the pro- 
miſe. 'This mercy is the mercy of a parent, and ſuch as a parent ſhew- 
eth to thoſe young and * ſimple”? ones, who have been over-reached 
and deceived by a crafty adverſary; to thoſe who fall, and are unable 
of themſelves to riſe again; © I was brought low, and he helped me.“ 


7 O thou my ſoul, do thou return 
unto thy quict reſt; | 
For largely, lo, the Lord to thee 
his bounty hath expreſt. 
8 For my diſtrefled ſoul from death 
deliver'd was by thee : | 
Thou didſt my mourning eyes from tears, 
my feet from falling, tree. | - 


Ver. 7, 8, & 9. That peace of conſcience, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 
which the true penitent experienceth, as the effect and fruit of pardon, 
afford him ſome idea of the reſt and felicity of heaven; #nd, accord- 
ingly, he ſpeaks as one tranſlated to thoſe happy manſions, where there 
15 no more death, neither ſorrow, nor crying, becaufe there 1s no more 
fin Remiſſion of fins is ever followed by. turning unto God; and 
the reſolution of him, whoſe „ ſoul” hath been “ delivered from death, 


his eyes from tears, and his feet from falling, will always be this, 
„ I will walk before the Lok.” „ 


9 I in the land of thoſe that live 
will walk the Lord before. 
10 I did believe, therefore I ſpake: 
I was afflicted ſore. 
11 1 ſaid, when I was in my haſte, 
that all men liars be. 
22 What ſhall I render to the Lord 


| for all his gifts to me? | 
Ver. Io, & 11. The r Paul, relating the troubles which came 
upon him, and the manner in which he ſuſtained them, thus citeth a 


part of the tenth verſe; We, having the ſame ſpirit of faith, accord- 


<« ing as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I ſpoken : we alſo 
believe, and therefore ſpeak ; knowing that he, which reiſed up the 


Lord Jcſus, ſhall raiſe up us alſo by Jeſus, and ſhall preſent us with 


© you.” 2 Cor. iv. 13, 14. 
13 TI of ſalvation take the cup, 
on God's name will J call. 
24 Pl pay my vows now to the Lord, 
before his people all. 
1 15 Dear 
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pP sS ALM XVM. 
15 Dear in God's ſight is his ſaints death. 
16 Thy ſervant, Lord, am I. 


Thy ſervant ſure, thine handmaid's ſon : 
my bands thou didſt untie. | 


Ver. 12, 13, & 14. The grateful penitent now aſketh, what return 
he ſhall make to his kind BenefaQtor, for the moſt valuable of all bleſ- 
ſings conferred upon him? And he 8 reſolveth to make the only 
return in his power, namely, to acknowledge and declare before men, 
the goodneſs of JEHovan; aſcribing all the glory where it is all due. 
This he determineth to do, by“ taking the cup of ſalvation,” which, 
among the Jews, was twofold ; one offered in a more ſolemn manner 
in the temple, Numb. xxviii. 7. ; the other more private in families, 
called the cup of thankſgiving, or commemoration of any deliverance; 
begun by the Maſter of the family, and attended with a ſuitable 
hymn; ſuch as was that ſung by our Lord and his diſciples, on the 
night when he advanced that cup. into the ſacrament of his blood, 
which hath ever ſince been to Chriſtians “ the cup of ſalvation,” 


17 Thank-off*rings I to thee will give, 
and on God's name will call. 

18 I'll pay my vows now to the Lord, 
before his people all: | 

19 Within the courts of God's own houſe, 
wit hin the midſt of thee, 

O city of Jeruſalem. 

Praiſe to the Lord give ye. 


Ver. 16, 1), 18, & 19. Every believer is the © ſervant” of God, 


- 


e the ſon of his handmaid, the church of Chriſt, © looſed from his 


*« bands,” and redeemed from a ſtate of ſlavery under fin, the world, 
and the devil, that he may ſerve a better Maſter, whoſe © yoke is caly, 
* and his burden light.” This bleſſed Maſter is from thenceforth the 
object of his love, duty, and adoration ; to him he © offereth the ſacri- 
« tice of thankſgiving,” to him he payeth his vows,” among his fel» 
low-ſervants, in the church on earth; longing for that day to come, 
when, looſed alſo from the bands of death and the grave, he ſhall be 
admitted to ſing Hallelujahs, with ſaints and angels in the * courts” 
of the eternal temple, even in the midit of thee, O Jzruſalem, the 
holy, heavenly, and glorious city of God moit High ! 


— — | — =. 
PSALM CXVII. 
[ G1ve ye praiſe unto the Lord, 
all nations that be : | 
ikewiſe, ye people all, accord 
his name to magnify, 
2 For great to us-ward ever are 
his loving kindneſſes: 
Aa 2 | His 
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PSALM CXVIN. 
His truth endures for evermore. 
The Lord O do ye bleſs. 


Ver. 1, & 2. Two queſtions naturally ariſe, upon reading this ſhort 
Pſalm; firſt, who are the nations and people,” exhorted to praiſe Je. 
novan; ſecondly, what is that . merciful kindneſs,” and that truth, 
for which they are exhorted to praiſe him. The Apoſtle hath given a 
Satisfactory and decifive anſwer to both theſe queſtions, Rom. xv. 8, 9, 
Wc. © Now I fay, that Jeſus Chriſt was a miniſter of the circumciſion 
1% for the TRUTH of God, to confirm the promiſes made unto the fa- 
« thers, and that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy; as it 
« 18 written, Praiſe the Lord, all ye Gentiles, and laud him, all ye peo- 
« ple.” Let the hallelujahs of the redeemed be ſuitable to that“ mer- 
« cy, and co-eternal with that © rruth.” 


PSALM CXVIL 
I O PRalszE the Lord, for he is good: 


his mercy laſteth ever. 
2 Let thoſe of Iſrael now ſay, 
His mercy faileth never. ? 
3 Now let the houſe of Aaron ſay, 
His mercy laſteth ever. 5 
4 Let thoſe that fear the Lord, now ſay, 
, His mercy faileth never. ; 
Ver. 1, 2, 3, & 4. The ſubjects of © thankſgiving” here propoſed 
are JzHovan's © goodneſs” and his © mercy.” He is the ſole foun- 
tain of abſolute and effential “ goodneſs,” the ſource of all excellency 
and perfection; and his mercy” is the channel, by which he commu- 
nicateth his goodneſs, in an ever-flowing ſtream, to his people, who 
are, therefore, exhorted to praiſe him. The Chriſtian church is now 
« the iſrael of God:“ her miniſters conſtitute the true “ houſe of Aa- 
« ron;” and the Gentiles, not the Jews, are they who know and 


« fear ITuOVAM.“ Let theſe all celebrate the benefits and bleſſings of 
% eternal mercy,” by the reſurrection of Jeſus from che deads 


& I in diſtreſs call'd on the Lord; 
the Lord did anſwer me: 
He in a large place did me ſet, 
from trouble made me free. 
6 The mighty Lord is on my ſide, 
I will not be afraid: 
For any thing that man can do 


I ſhall not be ditmay'd. 


Ver. 5. The true value ef every deliverance is to be eſtimated by the 
nature of the © diſtreſsꝰ which required it. The reſcue of David from 
his enemies, or that of Iſrael from captivity, might deſervedly be ex- 
tolled with the ſongs of Zion. How much more, then, is the church 
univerſal bound to lift up her voice in honour of Jeuovan, who hath 

redeemed 
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PSALM CXVIII. 
redeemed her from her ſpiritua] adverſaries, we freed her from che 
S 


bondage of corruption, through Him who © died for her fins, and roſe 
again for © her juſtification; who, in the days of his fleſh, being, on. 


her account, in “ diſtreſs” and affliction, “ called upon Jexovan, and 


« was anſwered,” by an © enlargement“ from the narrow priſon cf 
the grave, to a boundleſs and glorious kingdom. | 

Ver. 6. By frequent experience of the divine power and mercy, 
from time to time exerted on the behalf of Iſrael, that nation was in- 
ſtructed to truſt in JEHovau ; and whenever they did ſo, ſucceſs and 
victory never failed to attend their ſteps. Would not the caſe be the 
ſame with us, in all our undertakings, if our faith was right and ſtediaſt 
in God, who raiſed up J-ſus from the dead, and who hath promiſed to 
make us“ more than conquerors ?” | 


7 The Lord doth take my part with them. 
that help to ſuccour me : 
Therefore on thoſe that do me hate 
I my deſire ſhall fee. 
8 Better it is to truſt in God, 
than truſt in man's defence: 
© Better to truſt in God, than make 
princes our confidence. 


Ver. 8, & 9. To encourage us in the performance of ſuch a reſolu- 
tion as this, let it be remembered, that becauſe our Saviour“ witneſſed 
a good confefiion before Pontius Pilate,” and with meekneſs and pa- 
tience re ſigned himſelf to the death of the croſs for it, therefore God e 
alted him to glory and honour, 


10 The nations, joining all in one, 
did compaſs me about: | 
But in the Lord's moſt holy name 
I ſhall them all root out. 
11 They compaſe'd me about, I ſay, 
they compaſs'd me about: 
But in the Lord's moſt holy name 
J ſhall them all root out. 


Ver. To, & 11, As David and Iſrael were encompaſſed by Hoſtile 
nations, over whom, through God's afliſtance, they often triumphed; 
$o the Son of David, in the day of his paiſion, was ſurrounded by the 
furious multitude of Jews, and Gentiles, ſeeking his life; and, after 
the ſame example, his myſtical body, the church, hath frequently been, 
on all ſides, vexed and perſecuted in the World. But, through the pow- 
er of ]JEnovan, Chriſt overcame, and is ſet down at the right hand of 
the Majeſty on high. His church, likewiſe, hath often riſen ſuperior 
to the eſſorts of her innumerable and malicious enemies; whole fur 
hath blazed forth againſt her with the ſudden fierceneſs of “ fire,” 
when it is applied to a heap of dry © thorns;” and hath been as ſoon. 
at an end; ſhe hath triumphed, yea, and ſhe will finally triumph in 
* the name of the Lord hex God.“ 


Aaz 12 Like 
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12 Like bees they compaſs'd me about; 
_ like unto thorns that flame 
They quenched are; for them ſhall I 
deſtroy in God's own name. | 
13 Thou ſore haſt thruſt, that I might fall 3 
but my Lord helped me. 
14 God my falvation is become, 
my ſtrength and ſong is he. 


15 In dwellings of the righteous 
is heard the melody 
Of joy and health: the Lord's right hand 

doth ever valiantly. _ 

16 The right hand of the mighty Lord 
exalted is on high : | 

The right hand of the mighty Lord - 

doth ever valiantly. ” 


Ver. 13, 14, 15, & 16. Riſen with Chriſt, believers praiſe Jenovan, 

in the words which Moſes and Iſrael firſt uſed, when they had aſcend- 
ed from the depths of the ſea, and beheld their enemies deſtroyed for 
ever; © Jenovau is my ſtrength, and my ſong, and is become my ſal- 
vation.“ Exod. xv. 2. And never doth that ſacred day come round, 
on which the reſurtection of Jeſus is celebrated, but © the voice of te- 
« joicing is in the tabernacles of the righteous;” there is a noiſe. of 
them that ſing for joy, in the camp of the ſaints; the church militant 
reſoundeth with thankfgiving and the voice of melody, in honour of 
our great Redeemer. He is that“ Arm and Right Hand of Jenovan,” 
which hath “ done valiantly,” which hath cruſhed our ſtrongeſt enemy, 
and is very high © exalted” over all. Thy right hand, O Lord, is 
« become glorious in power; thy right hand, O Lord, bath daſhed in 
* picces the enemy.” Exod. xv. 6. | | 


17 I ſhall not die, but live, and ſhall 
the works of God diſcover. 
18 The Lord hath me chaſtiſed ſore, 
bat not to death giv'n over. 
19 O ſet ye open unto me 
the gates of right'ouſneſs: 
Then will I enter into them, 
and I the Lord will bleſs. 
Ver. 1). & 18, As Chriſt is riſen, believers may ſay, © we ſhall not 
«* die, but live ;”* we ſhall not die eternally, but we ſhall live, in this 
world, the liſe of grace; in the world to come, the life of glory; that 
vre may, in both, deckre the works,” and fing the praiſes of God 
eur Saviour, We are © chaſtened” for our fins, but “not given over 
* to death” and deſtruction everlaſting; nay, our being chaſtened 
3 E | 2 
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PS ALM CXVIII. 
is now a proof that we are not ſo ** given over; for what ſon is he 
« whom the father chaſtencth not?“ Heb. xii. 7. 


20 This is the gate of God, by it 
the juſt ſhall enter in. 
21 Thee will I praiſe, for thou me heardſt, 
and haſt my ſafety been. 
22 That ſtone is made head corner-ſtone 
which builders did deſpiſe : 
23 This is the doing of the Lord, 


and wondrous in our eyes. 

Ver. 19, 20, & 21. The faithful, like David and his people of old, 
demand admiſſion into the courts of the Lord's houſe, thcre to praiſe 
him for his great and manifold mercies. But we may extend our ideas 
much farther, and conſider the whole company of the redeemed, as be- 
holding the angels ready to unbar the gates of heaven, and throw open 
the doors of the eternal ſanctuary, for the true diſciples of the riſen 
and glorified Jeſus to enter in. “ Open ye,” may believers exclaim in 
triumph to thoſe celeſtial ſpirits, who delight to miniſter to the heirs 
of ſalvation, © Open ye the gates of righteouſneſs,” thoſe gates, through 
which nothing unclean can paſs. “ that the righteous nation, which 
« keepeth the truth, may enter in,” Iſai. xxvj. 2. and ſing, with your 

"harmonious choirs, the praiſes of Him who ſittetk upon the throne ; for 
he hath overcome the ſharpneſs of death, he hath opened the kingdom, 
of heaven to all believers, © Tuils is the gate of the Lozp, into which 
« the righteous ſhall enter,” to take poſſeſſion of the inheritance pre- 
pared for them, to © thank” him who hath “ heard them, and is be- 
« come their ſalvation.” N 

Ver. 22, & 23. Na text in the Old Teſtament is quoted by the wri- 
ters of the New fo often as this, which we meet with in fix different 
laces : namely, Matt. xxi. 42, Mark xii. 10. Luke xx. 17. Acts 
iv. 11, Epheſ, ii. 20. 1 Peter ii, 4. Jeſus Chriſt is the Stone here 
mentioned: he was rejected by the then builders of the church; but 
being choſen of God, this moſt valuable Stone, thus deſpiſed and rejec- 
ted of men, thus thrown among the rubbiſh, and buried in it, was at 
length, from ſuch a ſtate, exalted to be the chief Corner-Stone in the 
building, the ſupport of the edifice, and a centre of union for Jew and 

Gentile, the two parts of which it conſiſted ; this was the work of God, 
and the admiration of man. What can be more truly marvellous, than 
that a perſon, put to death as a malefactor, and laid in the grave, ſhould | 
from thence ariſe immortal, and become the Head of an immortal ſo- 
ciety; ſhould aſcend into heaven, be inveſted with power, and crowned , 
With glory; and ſhovld prepare a way for the ſons of Adam to follow 
Zim into thoſe manſions of eternal bleſs. | | 


24 This is the day God made, in it 
we'll joy triumphantly. 

25 Save now, I pray thee, Lord, I pray, 

at ſend now proſperity. 

« * 26 Blefled is he, in God's great name 

that cometh us to ſave, 
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PS ALM CXVII: 
We, from the houſe which to the Lord 


pertains, you bleſſed have. | 

Ver. 24. Of the day on which Chriſt aroſe from the dead, it may, 
with more propriety than of any other day, be affirmed, This is the 
* day which Jeuovan hath made.” Then it was, that the “ rejected 
& Stone” became the © Head of the corner.“ A morning then dawn- 
ed, which is to be followed by no evening ; a brighter ſun aroſe upon 
the world, which is to ſet no more. 

Ver. 25, & 26. Heb. We have bleſſed you out of, or, you that are 
* of the houſe of the Lord.” As a prelude to the triumphant manner 


in which Jeſus Chriſt, after his reſurrection, ſhould aſcend to the hea- 


venly Jeruſalem, he entered the earthly city, before his paſſion, amidſt 
the acclamations ofthe multitude, who hailed him as king of Zion, 
and with palm branches, the emblems of victory, in their hands, ſung 
before him theſe words, partly taken from our Pſalm, © Hoſanna tothe 
« Son of David: blefled is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; 
« Hoſanna in the higheſt,” The word,“ Hoſanna,” fignifieth, © Save 
„ now!” The form of words uſed by the people was both a petition 
and a congratulation ; as if they had ſaid, Let us beſeech Ir RHOVAu, in 
the language of the cxviiith Pſalm, to grant ſalvation to the Son of 
David, and to ſend us now proſperity under him. Bleſſed is he who 


thus cometh, not in his own name and power, bit in the name and 


power of Jexovan, according to the prophecies concerning him, to 
deliver us from all our enemies. Ratify, O Jezovan, in the higheſt, 
or in heaven, theſe petitions which we make for the ſalvation and pro» 
Iperity of our King, that thy bleſſings upon him and us may be eſta- 
blihed Since the reſurrection of our Lord, the faithful have ex- 
preſſed the ſame wiſhes and prayers for the increaſe of his kingdom, 
and the proſperity of his houſe and family. | | 


27 God is the Lord, who unto us 
hath made light to ariſe : 
Bind ye unto the altar's horns 
with cords the ſacrifice. 
28 Thou art my God, I'll thee exalt: 
my God, I will thee praiſe. h 
29 Give thanks to God, for he is good; 
his mercy laſts always. | 
Ver. 27. Chriſt our paſſover,” ſaith the Apoſtle, © is ſacrificed for 
« us; therefore let us keep the feaſt.” 1 Cor. v. 7. Let us keep it, 
enly changing legal for evangelical ſacraments; let us go, not to ſee a. 
fignre of the Lamb of God, as he was to be flain ; but to beheld a re- 
preſentation of him as he hath been flain; to behold, his body broken, 


and his blood poured out; to cat the bread of life, and drink the cup 
of {alvation. | 


; — 
PSALM CXIX. 
AL E P H. The 1/t Part. 
„ err are they that undefil'd, 

and ſtraight are in the way: 


Who in the Lord's moſt holy law 
do walk, and do not ſtray. 
2 Bleſſed are they, who to obſerve 
his ſtatutes are inclin'd ; 
And who do ſeek the living God 
with their whole heart and mind. 


Ver. 1. The law of Jenovan” is the path of life, and by“ Wal- 
© king in the way,” we ſhall attain to the end. But, alas, we are out 
of the way; who will direct us? We are fallen from our integrity 
who will raiſe us again? The goſpel, which was preached to Abra- 
ham before the Moſaic diſpenſation, and which was prefigured and 
believed under it, returneth us, to theſe queſtions, — xk of peace. 
Belicvers can ſay, the Redeemer hath prevailed for the pardon of our 
fins; the Redeemer hath raiſed us from our fallen eſtate ; he hath re- 
conducted us to the path bf life; in his Name we ariſe and walk; he 
maketh us righteous, and, conſequently, he maketh us © bleſſed.” 

Ver. 2. They tht ſeek him with their © whole heart,” with ardent 
and undivided affection, fail not to find him, as an inſtructor and 2 
comforter ; and they who find him, find all things, and are © bleſſed” 
mdecd. 

3 Such in his ways do walk, and they 
do no iniquity. 
4 Thou haſt commanded us to keep 
thy precepts carefully. 
5 O that thy ſtatutes to obſerve 
thou wouldſt my ways direct! 
6 Then ſhall I not be ſham'd, when I 
thy precepts all reſpect. 


Ver. 3. O bliſsful ſtate of thoſe, who are delivered from the domi- 
nion of fin; who“ follow the Lamb whitherſoever he goeth.“ Enroll 
us, O Lord, in the happy number ot thy ſervants; pardon our offences; 
give us a new nature, and new deſires, averſe from fin, and inclined ts 
ſanity ; and guard us, that the wicked one touch us not. 

Ver. 4. He who made us, and redeemed us, hath a double right to 
our ſervice. We are not our own, having been bought with the blood 
of our Lord; his will, therefore, not our own, is to be done by us, 
And his will is, that we ſhould “ keep his precepts diligently,” becauſe 
in © keeping“ them,, and in keeping them“ diligently,” ſo as not to 
halt between God and the world, but to ſerve one Maſter only, doth 
our happineſs conſiſt, 4 

Ver. 5. The faithful ſoul, enraptured with the contemplatiorr of that 
bleſſedneſs, which is the conſequence of ſerving, Gad, but conſcious at 
the ſame time, of an inability to attain it, ſighs after the refreſhing and 
firengthening influences of divine grace. She beholdeth her Saviour 

_ afzr off; ſhe beholdeth the beauty and glorious majeſty of his heavenly 

kingdom; ihe beholdeth the way which leads to it; but he hath not 

power to walk therein, This conſideration cauſeth her ts groan ear- 

neſtly within herſelf, and} at length to breathe forth a wiſh, that the 
Spirit of truth and love would fix and cltabliſh her in a holy courſe of 
| thinking, 


ö PSALM CXIX. 
thinking, ſpeaking and acting, 975 all occaſions, and would pre- 
* vent her from turning aſide out of it, to the right Rand, or to the left. 
Ver. 8. ALL the commandments have the ſame author; and the fame 
fanction. He who tbinketh to atone for the breach of one, by the ob- 
ſer vation of another; he who reſerveth to himſelf a licence of indulg- 
ing any favourite darling luſt, while, in general, he preſerveth the ap- 
pearance of an exemplary conduR, is a hypocrite, and unleſs he repent 
will be brought to © ſhame,” if not before men here, yet before men and 
angels hereafter. * Shame' is the fruit of ſin; juſt confidence is the ef- 
ſect of righteouſneſs, Wherefore, in all our proceedings, let us have 
reſpect,“ not to the opinions of men, to the corrupt cuſtoms of the 
world, or to the deceitful ſuggeſtions of our own hearts, but“ tothe com- 
mandments, to all the commandments of God;“ let us, as the apoſtle 
John exhorteth, “ abide in Chriſt, that when he ſhall appear, we may 
© * have confidence, and not be aſhamed before him at his coming.“ 
John ii. 28. | 
7 Then with integrity of heart 
thee will I praiſe and bleſs, 
When the judgments all have learn'd 
of thy pure right'ouſneſs. | : 
$ That I will keep thy ſtatutes all 
firmly reſolv'd have l : 
O do not then, moſt gracious God, 
forſake me utterly, 


Ver. 7. Confidence in God is productive of joy, and undiſſembled 
* praiſe will accompany true converſion, The ſcriptures are ſtyled 
God's © righteous judgements,” as containing an account of his de- 
crees and determinations concerning us, with 2 hiſtory of caſes and pre- 
cedents entered upon record for our admonition, By theſe we are te 
form our opinions, and to regulate our conduct. And when we ſhalt 
have ſo © learned” theſe, as to walk according to them, we ſhall praiſe 


2 with an * upright heart ;* our tongues will utter what our hearts 
el. | 


Ver. 8. The reſult of our meditation on God's word, and on the 
advantages of ſtudying, in order to obſerve its directions, ſhould al- 


ways be a reſolution ſo to do, and a prayer for grace to execute that 
reſolution. 


BETH. The 2d Part. 


9 By what means ſhall a young man learn 
: his way to purify ? | 
If he according to thy word 
A thereto attentive be. 
10 Unfeignedly thee have I ſought 
| with all my ſoul and heart: 
- O let me not from the right path 


of thy commands depart. 
Ver. 9. Youth enters upon the journey of life, headſtrong and inex- 
perienced, with a bias of original corruption, and all the paſhons _ 
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PSALM CXIX. 


En ſuch circumſtances, how ſhall a young man direct his ſteps, fo as to 
6+ eſcape the pollution that is in the world through luſt ?” 2 Pet. i. 4. 


He muſt, for this purpoſe, take with him the directions to be found in 


the ſcriptures of truth He who became man for our ſalvation, paſſed + 
through this ſtate of youth, undefiled, that he might, as it were, re- 
claim and conſecrate it anew to God. Let every young. man oſten 


meditate on this circumſtance. 
Ver. 10. Deſpairing of ſufficient aſſiſtance from any other quarter, 
becauſe no one elſe can cither ſhew us the way to heaven, or enable 


us to walk therein, even if it could be ſhewn, © with our whole heart 


% have we ſought thee,” O God, thy direction, and thine aid; and 
thou haſt promiſed, that they who * ſeek ſhall find.” Like ſheep 
without a ſhepherd are we given to ſtray: O preſerve us from error, 


in principle, and in practice; “ let us not wander from thy command- 
ments.” 


11 Thy word J in my heart have hid, 

that I offend not thee. 

12 O Lord, thou ever bleſſed art: 
thy ſtatutes teach thou me. 

13 The judgments of thy mouth each one 
my lips declared have: 

14 More joy thy teſtimonies way 
than riches all me gave. 


Ver. It. The young man who would cleanſe his way, and take heed 
according to God's word, muſt © lay up that word in his heart;” for 
from the heart are © the iffues of life, the thoughts, the words, and 
the actions; when God ruleth in the heart by his word and Spirit, 
theſe become his ſubjects; then © the kingdom of heaven is within 
„ us,“ and all is obedience, peace, and love. Thou art our King, O 
Lord Jefus, ſuffer no uſurper to poſſeſs thy place in our affections; 
permit no other Lord to have dominion over us. | 

Ver. 12. He who is © blefſed” can make us ſo; he who delighteth 
to communicate © bleſſing,” will do it, if we aſk him, by © reaching 
us his ſtatutes,” which conform us to his nature, that we may live his 
life, and bleſs his name for ever. When the Word of God is our lef- 
fon, the Spirit of God muſt be our Maſter, l | 

Ver. 13. When we make the ſcriptures the ſubjeR of our converſa- 


tion, we glorify God, we ediiy our neighbours, and we improve our- 
lelves. 


15 I will thy holy precepts make 
my meditation: 
And carefully I'll have reſpect 
unto thy ways each one, 
16 Upon thy ſtatutes my delight 
ſhall conſtantly be ſet : 
And by thy grace I never will 
thy holy word forget. 


Ver. 14, 
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PSALM CXIX. _ 

Ver. 15. By ſtudy we lay in knowledge, by meditation we reduce 
that knowledge to practice. And we have then duly © meditated on 
God's preeepts,” when in all our proceedings we © have reſpect unte 
« his Mays, PIE our actions with the rule of his word. 

Ver. 16. Of holy exerciſes there is great variety, and ſpiritual joys 


are without number. Lord, make us to © delight oui ſelves in thy ſta - 


« tutes,” and when we delight in what we learn, we ſhall caſily re- 
tain it in memory; we ſhall not forget thy word.“ 


GIME L. The 3d Part. 
17 With me thy ſervant, in thy grace, 
deal bountifully, Lord; 
That by thy favour J may live, 
| and duly keep thy word. 
18 Open mine eyes, that of thy law 
the wonders I may ſee. 
19 I am a ſtranger on this earth, 
hide not thy laws from me. 


Ver. 17. In the foregoing parts of the Pſalm, we have heard the 
believer declaring the excellency of God's word, and exprefling both 
his defire and his reſolution to obſerve its directions. He now be- 
feecheth God to remove all his impediments, and to accompliſh this 
work in him. And as a man muſt „ Jive,” in order to“ work,” 
the firſt petition is, that God would * deal with his ſervant,” accord. 
ing to the-meaſures of grace and mercy, enabling him to © live“ the 
life of faith, and ſtrengthening him by the ſpirit of might in the in- 
ner man, to © keep the word of truth, and to waik in the command- 
ments of his bleſſed Maſter, all his days. Y 

Ver. 18. That “ veil” muſt be taken off, which the apoſtle Paul af- 
Armeth-to be upon the hearts of the Jews, © in reading the Old Teſta- 
« ment,” and will continue there, until they turn to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. Then the veil will be taken away, and they will behold him, 
and the redemption by him, as prefigured in their law, and foretold by 
their prophets. Pride, prejudice, and intereſt, will compoſe a veil, thro' 
which our minds ſhall fee as little of the New 'Teſtament as a Jew doth 
of the Old. Lord, convince us of our blindneſs, and reſtore us to our 
fight. Open our underſtandings that we may un erſtand the ſcriptures. 
Ver. 19, The above requeſt for divine illumination is enforced by 
this argument, that the petitioner is a © ſtrarger,”” and a ſojourner up- 
on the earth; he is travelling, through a foreign country, to his native 
city, where are his kindred, his treaſure, and his heart; and he is fear- 


ful of loſing his way; on theſe accounts he requeſteth, that God would 
not “ hide his commandments from him.“ 


20 My ſoul within me breaks, and doth * 
much fainting ſtill endure, 
Through longing that it hath all times 
unto thy judgments pure. 
21 Thou haſt rebuk'd the curſed proud, 
who from thy precepts ſwerve. 
| | 22 Re- 


Re- 


A „ 
. 


FE 
22 Reproach and ſhame remove from me, 
for I thy laws obſerve. 


Ver. 20. Another argument here urged is, that “ longing” defire, 
which the believing ſoul hath, during her ſtate of pilgrimage below, 
unto the revelations of God's will. Grieved and vexed at the proſpect 
of ſin, vanity, and folly, and finding nothing below that will ſatisfy the 
deſires of an immortal ſpirit, ſne ſetteth her affections on the better 
things above, which are propoſed in the ſcriptures, as the proper ob- 
jects of our wiſhes, This diſpoſition is not a tranſient fit, but it is con- 
ſtant and uniform “ at all times.“ 

Ver. 21. The conſideration of the wretched condition of impenitent 
finners, is another reaſon, why we intreat God to ſet and to keep us in 
the way of his commandments. * © Pride” produceth error, and ob- 
ſtinacy in that error; obſtinate tranſgreſſors reje& the goſpel; to ſuch 
the © curſe” of the law is ratified and ſealed, and mercy configns them 
over to juſtice, which ſeldom fails to give them ſome © rebukes” even 
in this world, for a foreraſte to them, and a warning to others. 

Ver. 22 Reproach and contempt” are liberally beſtowed by the 
world upon men, who, being not of it, reprove its deeds by their ex- 
emplary conduct. Theſe, to beginners more eſpecially, are ſore lets and 
hindrances in the way of duty. In the mean time, to comfort our- 
ſelves under them, let vs remember, that He, who alone, in the unli- 
mited ſenſe of the words, could ſay, © I have kept thy teſtimonies,” 
fuſtained the utmoſt degree of © reproach and contempt,” for our ſakes; 
and was patient and reſigned under it all, until God © removed” it 
from him by a glorious reſurrection. 


23 Againſt me princes pake with ſpite, 
while they in council fat : 
But I, thy ſervant, did upon 
thy ſtatutes meditate, 
24 My comfort, and my heart's delight, 
thy teſtimonies be, 
And they, in all my doubts and fears, 
are counſellors to me. 


Ver. 23. Princes'* and rulers have often * ſat” in couneil upon 
the “ ſervants” of God, and“ ſpoken,” in judgement, ſalſe things 


© againſt them,“ as they did againſt their bleſſed Maſter, in the days 
of his fleſh. 


Ver. 24. Pleaſure and wiſdom, as the world hath ordered matters, 
are almoſt incompatible. But they who,meditate in the word of God, 
find a picaſure, which hath wiidom for its inſeparable compauion, 


DALETH. The 4th Part. 
25 My ſoul to duſt cleaves': quicken me 
according to thy word. 
26 My ways I ſhew'd, and me thou heard'ſt: 
teach me thy ſtatutes, Lord. 
B b 27 The 
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PSALM CXIX. 
27 The way of thy commandements 
make me aright to know; 
So all thy works that wondrous are 
1 ſhall to others thow. 


Ver. 25. The Pſalmiſt, in a ſtate of affliction and humiliation ſtill 
ſeeketh relief, by prayer, from the ſcriptures. His circumſtances vary, 


but his affection to the word of God continueth the ſame. Every one, 


whoſe affections are ſet on things below, hath reaſon to exclaim with 
David, My ſoul cleaveth-to the duſt.” From this kind of death we 


are “ quickened,” or made alive, by the goſpel, through that ſame 


Spirit whitoh raiſed Chriſt from che dead. | 
Ver. 26. We ſhould freely and ingenuouſly “ declare to God in 


prayer our fins, our temptations, our forrows, and undertakings : it ar- 


gves love, confidence, and fincerity, ſo to do; it is a means of acquaint- 
ing us with our own Rate, of which too often we are ignorant ; and it. will 
not tail to procure us thoſe aids from above, of which we ſtan in need. 
God will“ hear” us; he will pardon our offences, ſtrengthen us in our 
trials, diſpel our grief, and proſper the work-of our hands upon us. 
Theſe mercies, when received, ſhould incline us to walk worthy of 
them, and, for that purpoſe, to beg the farther inſtruction and direc- 
tion of the Divine Spirit. 

Ver. 27. True knowledge cometh from God, and it cannot be too 
often defired of him. | | 


28 My foul doth melt, and drop away, 

for heavineſs and grief: 
To me, according to thy word, 

give ſtrength and ſend relief. 

29 From me the wicked way of lies 
let far removed be: 

And graciouſly thy holy law 

do thou grant unto me. 


Ver. 28. Let us not marvel, if fin bring us to the knowledge of ſor. 
row, ſince He, who * knew no fin,” was yet, on our account, ſo inti- 
mately * acquainted with grief.” In the garden, his ſoul “ melted 
* for heavineſs, and “ there appeared an angel from heaven ſtreng- 
« thening him.”* Strengthen us, O Lord, according to the promiſes 
in “thy word.“ In this life, all we aſk is faith and patience ; ſaith, to aſ- 
ſure us that thou ordereſt all things ſor the beſt ; and patience, to pre- 
ſerve that faith. 

Ver. 29, & 30. It is plain that the way of truth,” in the latter of 
theſe two verſes, is oppoſed to the way of lying, or of « falſthoad,” 
in the former. The one comprehends every thing in dectrine and 
practice that is right, and therefore * true;“ the other denotes every 
thing which is wrong, and therefore falſe.” Of theſe two ways man 
hath his choice. God paints out to him the former by his Word, and 
offers to conduct him in it by his Spirit. Satan ſhews him the latter, 
and endeavours to ſeduce him into it by his temptations. The Pſalm. 
iſt declareth himſelf to have © choſen? God's way, and to have * laid” 
the ſcriptures * before him, as the chart by which he was to direct his 

courſe 


PSALM CXIX. 
courſe.” He therefore prays, that the other way may be far *remove 
« ed' from him. 
30 I choſen have the perfect way 
of truth and verity: 
Thy judgments that moſt right ous are 
before me laid have J. 
31 1 to thy teſtimonies cleave : 
ſhame do not on me caſt. 
32 I'll run thy precepts way, when thou 
my heart enlarged halt. 
Ver. 31. The Pſalmiſt doth not ſay only, I have followed,” but © Þ 
have ſtuck unto thy teſtimonies.“ And therefore he beſeecheth God 
ſo to continue his grace and favour, that he may never, by falling from 


his ſledfaſtneſs, diſgrace his Maſter, his cauſe, his brethren, himſelh 
nor be put to ſhame at the laſt day. 0 Lond put me not to ſhame !? 


HE. The 5th Part. 


33 Teach me, O Lord, the perfect way 
of thy precepts divine, 
And to obſerve it to the end 
I ſhall my heart incline. 
34 Give underſtanding unto me, 
ſo keep thy law ſhall I; 
Yea, ev'n with my whole heart, I ſhall 
obſerve it carefully. 

Ver. 33. Inſtruction from above is neceſſary ſor the children of God 
while they continue in this world. The more we know, the more we 
ſhall deſire to know; we ſhall beg a daily beef of grace, as well as 
of bread ; and a taſte of © the cluſter of Ethcol' will make us long af- 
ter the vintage of Cannaan. 

Ver. 34. Much“ underſtanding' is needſul in order to the obſerva- 
© tion” of the law, that we may know what is commanded, and what 
is forbidden, and how far; thit we may avoid the ſaares Jaid for us in 
the way of duty; that we may reſpect things according to their due 
rank and worth; that we may do good works in their proper time, 
place, and manner. 

35 In thy law's path make me to go, 
for I delight therein. 
36 My heart unto thy teſtimonies, 
and not to greed incline. 
37 Turn thou away my ſight and eyes 
from viewing vanity : 
And in thy gond and holy way 
be pleas'd to quicken me. 
B b 2 
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Ver. 35. He who-teacheth us the way to heaven, muſt alſo ' con- 
© dud” us in it, and the ſame grace muſt give light and ſtrength. The 
ſcripture is our rule, the Spirit is our guide; and, from beginning to 
end, it is God who inclines, prepares, and enables us © to go in the? 
clean and pleaſant * path of his commandments,” 


38 Confirm to me thy gracious word 
which I did gladly hear, 
Ev'n to thy ſervant, Lord, who. is 
devoted to thy fear. 
39 Turn thou away my fear'd reproach; 
for good thy judgments be. 
40 Lo, for thy precepts I have long'd : 
in thy truth quicken me. 
Ver. 38. The © wor?” here intended is the word of promiſe, which 
the believer intreateth God to“ ſtabliſh,“ confirm, or accompliſh ;to 


him by his ſanRification, that ſo he may walk in the way of truth and 
life. He pleadeth his title to the promiſe, as a * ſervant* of God, and 
one who * feared' to oflend him. 5 
Ver. 39. The * reproach* which we have all moſt reaſon to dread, 
and to pray that God would keep far from us here and hereafter, is 
that of having forſaken and apoſtatiſed from thoſe ſtatutes and * Judge 
* ments revealed in the ſcriptures, which we own to be ſo god, ſs 


pleaſant, and fo profitabl 


VAU. The 6th Part. 


41 Let thy ſweet mercies alſo come, 
and viſit me, O Lord; 
. Ev'n thy benign ſalvation, 
according to thy word. 
42 So ſhall J have wherewith I may 
give him an anſwer juſt, | 
Who ſpitefully reproacheth me; - 
for in thy word 1 truſt. 


Ver. 42. A believer, truſting in the promiſes of God, when the 
whole world hath forſaken him, and no ſigu or probability appears of 
their being fulfilled, is always, among the wicked, an object of ſcorn 
and reproach.* Such was David, when Shimei curſed him. Such 
was our bleſſed Maſter, when men ſid, * He truſted in God that he 
« would deliver him, let him deliver bim now if he will have him.“ 
And his diſciples are not to expect better uſage. * 'Thereſore, faith 
one of them, we both labour and ſuffer reproach, becauſe we truſt in 
« the living God.“ 1 Tim. iv. 10. To filence theſe reproaches, we be- 
ſcech God to manifeſt his mercy in our ſalvation, The reſurrection 
of Jeſus vras an © anſwer' to his blaſphemers; and the mouth of all 
wickedneſs will be ſtopped at the laſt day. | 


43 The word of truth out of my mouth 
take thou not utterly 3 1 
or 


— 
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For on thy judgments righteous 
my hope doth ſtill rely. 
44 So ſhall | keep for evermore 
thy law continually : f 
4; And fith that I thy precepts ſeek, 
I'll walk at liberty. 

Ver. 43. In the mean time, our prayer muſt he, that Gad would 

ive us couraze and utterance, ſtill to confeſs him before men, and 
boldly to ſpeak his © word of truth; as knowing, that our faith is not 
vain, nor ſhall. we he diſappointed of our hope,” ſince both are built 
upon the © judgments,” or revealed decrees of Him, who can neither 
err, nor deceive, \ h 

Ver, 45. No external preſſure can take away that ſpiritual * liberty,” 
which the faithful Chriſtian experienceth when he hath made an op- 
en confeſſion of the truth, and determined at all events, to do his duty. 
Then he is no longer ſtraitened by fear, but ſet at large by love. 
The truth maketh him free, and he * walketh in the liberty of the 
children of God; a liberty which they ouly obtain, who * ſeek his 
precepts,” ani, by the perſormance of them, are reſcued from the bon- 
gage both of tyrannical deſires, and ſlaviſn fears, 


46 li ſpeak thy word to kings, and I 
with ſhame ſhall not be mov'd ; 
47 And will delight myſelf always 
in thy laws, which I lov'd. 
48 To thy commandments which I lov'd, 
my hands lift up I will: 
And I will alſo meditate. 
upon thy ſtatutes ſtill. 


Ver. 46. A prophet may be called before kings, either in the 
evurſe of his office, to inſtruct them, or elſe, in a judiciary way, to 
gi ve an account of his faith. In either caſe, if he walketh at liberty, 
he will © ſpeak of God's teſtimonies, wuh due reverence to the perſon 
and authority of his Prince, but as one who is neither afraid nor a- 
* ſhamed' to declare the whole counſel of heaven :o any being upon earth. 

Ver. 47, & 48. He who would preach boldiy to others, muſt him- 
felf © delight” in the practice of what he preacheth. If there be in us a 
new nature, it will love the commandments of God,“ as being conge- 
mial to it: on that which we love we ſhall continually be * meditating z? * 
and our meditation will end in action. | 


Z AI N. The 1th Part. 


49 Remember, Lord, thy gracious word 
thou to thy ſervant ſpake, 
Which, for a ground of my ſure hope, 
thou cauſedſt me to take. 
50 This word of thine my comfort is 
in mine affliction : | 
B b For 
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For in my ſtraits I am revived . 

by this thy word alone. | 

Ver. 49. The Pſalmiſt here inſtructeth us to prefer our petition upon 
theſe grounds; firſt, that God cannot prove falſe to his own word ; 
Remember the word unto © thy ſervant ;* ſecondly, that he will never 
dilappoint an expectation which himſelf hath raiſcd; upon which 
* thou haſt cauſed me to hope.” > 
- $1 Themen whoſehearts with pride are ſtuff'd 

did greatly me deride: 5 
Yet from thy ſtraight commandements 
: I have not turn'd aſide. 
52 Thy judgments righteous, O Lord, 
which thou of old forth gave, 
I did remember; and myſelf 
by them comforted have. 


Ver. 51. Let us be certain that we have the divine law* for our 
warrant in what we believe, and in what we do; and then, let not the 
* derifion of the proud” prevail upon us to decline from it.“ 


53 Horror took hold on me, becauſe 
ill men thy law forſake. 

54T in my houſe of pilgrimage _ 
thy laws my longs do make. 

55 Thy name by night, Lord, I did mind, 
and I have kept thy law. 

56 And this I had, becauſe thy word 
I kept, and ſtood in awe. 


Ver. 53. The conſequence of a.dve meditation on God's judgements, 
will be a compaſſion for the wicked,“ on whom thoſe judgements, in 
the end, fall; ſo that inſtead of feeling for ourſelves, on account of the 
Injuries they do us, we ſhall feel for, them, who are thereby drawing 
down vengeance and deſtruction on tneir own heads. * Daughters of 
« Jeruſalem,” ſaid the bleſſed Jeſus, when led to be crucified, * weep 
not for me, but weep for yourſelves, and for your children.“ Luke 
xxiii. | 

Ver. 55. By the name” of God, his nature, ſo much at leaſt of it as 
we are concerned to know, and are capable of receiving, is revealed to 
us. Such a love kad the Pſalmiſt for it, on that account, that as in the 
day God's ſtatutes were his ſongs, in the night God's name was the 
ſubject of his meditation. The good effect of ours thus ſecretly paſſed 
in holy exerciſes, will appear openly in our lives and couvetſations ; 
l have remembered thy name, O Lord, in the night, and,” as the fruit 
of it, have kept thy law.“ 

Ver. 56. As one {in is often the conſequence and the puniſhment of 
another, ſo one act of obedience is the iſſue and the reward of another; 
and, to him who hath well uſed the grace already received, ſhall more 
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PSALM. CXIF. 
CHETH. The 87h part. 


57 Thou my ſure portion art alone, 
which I did chooſe, O Lord: 
J have reſolv'd, and ſaid, that I 
would keep thy holy word, 
58 With my whole heart I did intreat 
thy face and favour free : | — 
According to thy gracious word 
be merciful to me. 


Ver. 53. Mercy is the ſole fountain of every good gift for which 
we fc, and God's promiſe the only ground upon which we-alk it: 
« be meiciful unto me, according to thy word.“ 


59 I thought upon my former ways, 
and did my life well try, 
And to thy teſtimonies plire 
my feet then turned J. 
60 I did not ſtay, nor linger long, 
as thoſe that ſlothful are, 
But haſtily thy laws to keep 
myſelf I did prepare. . 


Ver. 60. A true penitent ſuffereth no time to be loſt between his 
good reſolutions and the performance of them. Draw me,” ſaith the 
church, © and we will xu after thee.” Cant. i. 4. Andrew, Peter and 
others, ſtayed not for a ſecond call from Chrift, but followed him im- 
mediately upon the firſt, 


61 Bands of ill men me robb'd: yet I 
thy precepts did not flight. 

62 I'll riſe at midnight thee to praiſe ; 
ev'n for thy judgments right. 

63 I am companion to all thoſe 
who fear and thee obey. 

64 O Lorl, thy. mercy fills the earth : 
teach me thy laws I pray. 


Ver. 6r. The Apoſtle tells us of ſome, who not only bore patiently, 
but even * took joy fully the ſpoiling of their goods :** the reaſon he 
alligus for fo extraordinary a behaviour, deſerves to be nated and re- 
membered; “ knowing that they had in heaven a better and an endu- 
« ring ſubltance.” * 

Ver. 62, Thus Paul and Silas, not only impoveriſhed, but impriſon- 
ed, tor the teſtimony of Jetus; yet in that ſituation, with their feet faſt 
in the ſtocks, “ ſang praiſes at midnight,” thereby turning their night 
into day. and their priſon into a paradiſe. And although there be no o- 
bligation upon men to © riſe at midnight,” in order to © give thanks;“ 
Jet, it they who awake at that, or any other time, would * their 
Kr, carte 
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kearts, at leaſt, to ſo divine an exerciſe, they would find it always pro- 
ductive of the moſt comfortable effects. 

Ver. 63. As no ſufferings ſhould make us neglect our intercourſe 
with God, ſo neither ſhould they tempt us to ſorſake the communion 
of ſaints. Of ſuch was the Pſalmiſt a“ companion,“ and ſuch the Re- 
deemer himſelf “ is not aſhamed to call Brethren,” Heb, ii. 11. 


TETH. The geb part. 


65 Well haſt thou with thy ſervant dealt, 
as thou didſt promiſe give. 

65 Good judgment me, and knowledge teach, 
for I thy word believe. 

67 Ere I afflicted was, I ſtray'd : 
but now I keep thy word. 

68 Both good thou art, and good thou doſt ; 
teach me thy ſtatutes, Lord. 


Ver. 65. Let a Chriſtian carefully recount the divine mercies ſhewn 
to him from his birth, conſidering withal how unworthy he hath been 
of the leaſt of thoſe mercies; and he will find reaſon “ in all things to 
give thanks,” to acknowledge, with the Pſalmiſt, the goodneſs and 
truth of J HO VaR, and to ſay, "Thou haſt dealt well with thy ſervant, 
« O Los, according to thy woid.”? | 

Ver. 66. From thankſgiving the Pſalmiſt returneth again to pray. 
er, as, while we continue in this world, we muſt all do. The gift, ſor 
which he now prayeth, is that of “a good judgment with knowledge,” 
as the former mult enable us to make a proper ule of the latter. 1 he 
word which is here tranſlated, „judgment,“ fignifies bodily “ taſte,” 
and that faculty in the mind which aniwers to it. A found mind ſhould, 
above all things, be defired of God in our prayers; and thoſe prayers 
will he heard, when we can ſincerely profeſs a readineſs to be directed 
by God's laws, through faith in their Author. | 

Ver. 67. We collect from this verſe, that proſperity is too often the 
parent of ſin ; that adverſity is, firſt, its puniſhment, then, if the afflic- 
tion be ſanctiſied, its remedy, and that every conſiderate man, who 
hath had al;Qtion.ſanQified to him, will thankfully acknowledge as 
much, Ps 


3 


69 The men that are puff'd up with pride 
againſt me forg'd a lie: 
Yet thy commandements obſerve 
with my whole heart will I. 
79 Their hearts thro' worldly caſe and wealth, 
as fat as greaſe they be, 
But in thy holy law I take 
delight continually. 


Ver. 69. Every diſciple of Chriſt, who, like his Maſter, gocth con- 
trary to the ways of the world, and condemneth them, muſt expe& to 
be, like that Maſter, flandered and calumniated by the world. To 
fuch flanders and calumnics, a good lite is the beſt anſwes, 
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Ver. 70. The “ fatneſs of the heart” implieth, in this place, two 
things in thoſe of whom it is affirmed ; luxury, and its conſequence ;; in- 
ſenſibility to thoſe ſpiritual and divine truths, which are not only the 
ſtudy, but the © delight” of temperate and holy perſons, who gladly 
fiy from large companies, full tables, coſtly meats, and rich wines, to 
enjoy in private, the more cxalted pleaſures of abſtinence, meditation, 
and prayer. 


71 It hath been very good for me 

that I afflicted was: 
That I might well inſtructed be, 

| and learn thy holy laws. 

72 The word that cometh from thy mouth 
is better unto me 

Than many thouſands, and great ſums 
of gold and ſilver be, 0 
Ver. 51. God's ſtatutes are beſt learned in the ſchool of affliction. 


10 D. The 1cth part. 


73 Thou mad'ſt and faſhion'dſt me: thy laws 

to know, give wiſdom, Lord. 
74 So who thee fear, ſhall joy to ſee 
f me truſting in thy word. 
75 That very right thy judgments are 

I know, and do confeſs, | 
And that thou haſt afflicted me 
In truth and faithfulneſs. 


Ver. 74. They who © fear God“ are naturally “ glad when they ſee” 
and converſe with one like themſelves; but more eſpecially fo, when 


it is one whoſe faith and patience have carried him through troubles, 


and rendered him victorious over temptations ; one who hath © hoped 
„in God's word,” and hath not been diſappointed, 


Ver. 75. God is © faithful” and true to his word, wherein he hath - 


never promiſed the crown without the croſs, but hath on the contrary, 
aſſured us, that one will be neceſſary, in order to our obtaining the o- 
ther; and that they who are beloved by him ſhall not fin with impu- 
nity, nor go aſtray without a call to return. All this we ought to 
* know,” or to be aſſured of beyond doubt, as we may be, from the 


many declarations in ſcripture, from our own experience, and from 
that of others. 


76 O let thy kindneſs merciful, 
I pray thee, comfort me, 
As to thy ſervant faithfully 
was promiſed by thee, 
77 And let thy tender mercies come 
to me, that I may live ; 
Becauſe 
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Becauſe thy holy laws to me 
{weet delectation give. 
Ver. 56: When God's © judgments” have brought us to an acknow- 


ledgement of our fins, his + merciful kindneſs” will ſpeedily be our th 
* comfort.” | : pli 
Ver. 77. The mercies of God are “ tender mercies,“ they are the 6 


mercies of a father-to his children, nay, tender as the compaſſion of a 
mother over the ſon ef her womb. They © come unto us, when we 
are not able to go to them. 6 


78 Lord, let the proud aſhamed be, 
for they without a canfe 
With me perverſely dealt, but I 
will muſe upon thp laws. 
79 Let ſuch is fear thee, and have known 
thy ſtatutes, turn to me. 2 
80 My heart let in thy laws be found; 
that tham'd I never be. po 


Ver. 78. Such uſage ſhould have no other effect upon us, than it A 
kad upon the Pſalmiſt. He prayed that © ſhame” and diſzppointment by 
might teach humility to the proud,“ and applied himſelf ftill more 8 
and more to meditate in the precepts” of his God. * 


Ver. 79. David beſeeched God, if any good men had been alienated. * 


from him, either through fear, prejudice, or offence, that they might 5 
return to him, join, and acknowledge him. To thee, O, thou Son of WP 
David, and King of the Spiritual Ifrael, let thoſe among thy people, E. 
who, through any temptation, have fallen from their allegiance, return, 7 
and be ſubject, | in 
C APH. The 11th Part. 
| | a ri 
81 My ſoul for thy ſalvation faints ; an 
5 yet 1 thy word believe. 1.c 
82 Mine eyes fail for thy word; I ſay, 5 
When wilt thou comfort give? 
83 For like a bottle l'm become, 
that in the ſmoke is ſet: 
I'm black and parch'd with grief, yet I 
thy ſtatutes not forget. 

Ver. $i. Thus have the true ſervants of God, in every age, expreſs 

ſed their ardent deſire of his ſalvation. Thus did the patriarchs, the 

prophets, the kings, and the faithful 33 formerly wiſh to behold 

the coming of their Saviour in the fleſh 3 until Simeon, taking him iu 

his arms, ſpoke what they would all have ſpoken, had they been pre- 
ſent, © Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, according Sp 
« to thy word; for mine e; es have ſcen thy ſalvation,” But the Bride- th 
groom was ſoon taken away, and the hezveps have received him, until in 


the reſtitution of all things; for Which the church upon earth at this 
day waitcth and praycih; that ſhe may be delivered from all her 0 
ey 
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bles, and in ſeparably united to Him in whom ſhe delighteth .Fvery in- 
dividaal, when oppreſſed by fin and forrow, may make his {upplica- 
tion in the ſame words, for that ſalvation, which 1s by grace, through 
faith, | 

Ver. 82. While the promiſed ſalvation is delayed, the afflicted ſoul 
thinketh every day a year, and looketh toward heaven for the accom- 
plihment of Goq's word, ſaying to © her Friend and her Beloved, 
„ When wilt thou comfort me ! Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly!“ 
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84 How many are thy ſervant's days? 
when wilt thou execute 1 85 
Juſt judgment on theſe wicked men 
that do me perſecute? | 
85 The proud have digget pits for me, 
which is againſt thy laws, 
86 Thy words all faithful are : help me, 
purſu'd without a cauſe. 


Ver. 84. The well beloved John heard a queſtion, of the ſame im- 
port with this, aſked by the ſpirits of the martyrs, that had left their 
bodies, and were waiting, in the ſeparate Rate, for the day of retribu- 
tion. The anſwer, which was made to them, may likewite ſatisfy our 
impatienc”, when ſuffering affliction and perſecution, Rev. vi. 9. 

Ver. 85. The manner of taking wild beaſts was by“ digging pits,” 
and coverin them oyer with turf, upon which when the beaſt trad, he 
fell into the pit, and was there confined and taken. But there was 
« a lay,” that if a pit were left open, and a tame beaſt, an ox, or an 
aſs, fall into it, the owners of the pit ſhould make good the damage. 
Exod. xxi. 31. Much more fhall men be called to a ſevere account, 
ho purpoſely lay ſnares and ſtumbling blocks before the feet of their 
innocent brethren, to cauſe them to fall and periſh. 

Ver. 86. Man is perfidious and deceitful, God is “ faithful” and 
true; he hath promiſed to © help” thoſe who ſuffer “ wrongfully,” 
and he will, in the end, ſhew himſelf to be the avenger of all ſuch. 
Let them wait with patience, ſince the King of Righteouſneſs himſelf, 
ſulfcred as a malefactor, before he entered into his glory. 


87 They ſo conſum'd me, that on earth 
my life they ſcarce did leave : 
Thy precepts yet forſook I not, 
but cloſe to them did cleave. 
83 After thy loving kindneſs, Lord, 
me quicken and preſerve ; 


The teſtimony of thy mouth 
ſo fhall I ſtill obſerve._ 


Ver. 28. Through the © loving kindneſs“ of God their Saviour, the 
Spirit of life is given to his people, by whoſe © quickening” influences 
they are revived; and are enabled, with joy and gladneſe, to perſevere 
in “ keeping the teſtimony of his mouth.“ 


LAMED. 
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| LAMED. The 12th Part. 
89 Thy word for ever is, O Lord, 
in heaven ſcttled faſt ; 
900 Unto all generations i b 
thy faithfulneſs doth laſt : 
The earth thou haſt eſtabliſhed, 
and it abides by thee. 
91 This day they ſtand as thou ordain'dſt: 
for all thy ſervants be. 


Ver. 89, 90, & gt. Thus doth the unchangeable order of nature it- 
ſelf point out to us the truth of her great Author, and at the ſame time 
reprove the eccentric motions of r ebellious man. The heavens and the 
earth continue this day according to thine ordinance,” O Lord, “ for 
« all things are thy ſervants;“ all invariably ſerve thee, except man; 
who alone was endowed with reaſon, that he might obey and glorify 


Thee ! 
92 Unleſs in thy moſt perfect law - 
my ſoul delights had found, 
I ſhould have periſhed, when as 
my troubles did abound. | 8 
93 Thy precepts I will ne'er forget: 
they quickning to me brought. 
94 Lord, I am thine, O ſave thou me: 
thy precepts I have ſought. 


Ver. 92. The Pſalmiſt aſſureth us, from his own experience, how 
pleaſant and how profitable, in time of trouble, is the meditation on 
the fidelity of God, as diſplayed in the ſtability of his works. The 
« delights,” by this afforded, ſuſtained his foul in “ afflictions,“ which 
muſt otherwiſe have brought him to an end. And the fame everlaſt. 
ing Word ſhall be the believer's ſupport and conſolation, even when 
the heavens ſhall melt around him with fervent heat, and the earth, 
and all that is therein, ſhall be burnt up. Heaven and earth ſhall 
e paſs away,” faith He who made them, but my word ſhall not paſs 
* away.” 

Ver. 93. When we have found ourſelves thus benefited, at any time, 

by a particular paſſage of holy writ, we ſhould never forget,” but re- 
- member and treaſure it up in our minds, againſt a like occafion, when 
the ſame affliction or temptation may again befall us. 

Ver. 94. The double 5 Barn which God's people have the honour 
to hear to Him, by creation, and by redemption, as the work of his 
hands, and the purchaſe of his blood, is a moſt endearing and prevail- 
ing argument with him, to“ ſave' them from their enemies. And they 
may plead he is their Maſter, for they have ſought his precepts. 
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95 For me the wicked have laid wait, 
me ſecking to deſtroy 


But 


PSALM CXIX. 
But I thy teſtimonies true 
conſider will with joy. 
95 An end of all perfection 
here have I ſeen, O Gol; 
But as for thy commandement, 
it is exceeding broad, 


Ver. 95. In the preceding verſe, the Pſalmiſt beſought God to © ſave' 
him. The reaſon of that prayer is here aſſigned, namely, becauſe the 
« wicked lay, in wait for him, to deſtroy him,” as they afterward did to 
deſtroy One, whom the afflicted and perſecuted Pialmiſt repreſented. 
Spiritual enemies are _—_— upon the watch to deſtroy us all; and 
we can no way eſcape their wiles, but by © conſidering,” ſo as to un- 
derſtand and obſerve, God's © teſtimonies.” 

Ver. 96. Of « all perfeQtion* in this world, whether of beauty, wit, 
learning, pleaſure, honour, or riches, experience will ſoon ſhew us the 
gend.“ But where is the end or boundary of the. word of God? Who 
can aſcend to the height of its excelleney; who can fathom the depth 
of its myſteries ; who can find out the comprehenſion of its precepts, or 
conceive the extent of its promiſes ; who can take the dimenſions of 
that love of God to man which it deſcribeth, or that love of man to 


God which it teacheth. The knowledge of one thing leadeth us for- 


ward to that of another, and ſtill, as we travel on, the proſpect opens 
before us into eternity. O happy region of celeſtial wiſdom, how doth 
the world leſſen, and ſhrink to nothing before thee !. 


MEM. The 13th Part. 


97 O how love II thy law! it is 
my ſtudy all the day. 

98 It makes me wiſer than my foes : 
for it doth with me ſtay. 

99 Than all my teachers, now I have 
more underſtanding far : 

Becauſe my meditation 

thy teſtimonies are. 


Ver. 97. Words cannot expreſs the love which a pions mind enter- 
faineth tor the ſcriptures. They are the epiſtle of God to mankind, 
offering reconciliation, peace, and union with himſelf in glory; con- 
taining reaſons why we ſhould love him and each other, with direc. 
tions how to ſhew forth that love, which, as the Apoſtle ſaith, is © the 
* fulfilling of the law.” Rom. xiii. 10. On ſome portion of theſe ſcrip- 
tures ſhould our meditation” be continually, and each day* ſhould 
add ſomething to our knowledge, to our faith, to our virtue. | 

Ver. 98, 99, 100. Thus, by the wiſdom of che ſcriptures, did the 
holy Jeſus, in the days of his fleſh, confound his adverſaries, aſtoniſh 
the teachers of the law, and inſtruct the aged. And it is the high pre- 
rogative of the ſcriptures, at all times, to render youth and ſimplicity 
ſuperior to the inveterate malice and ſubtlety of the grand Deceiver, 
and his aſſociates, 


Ge 100 In 
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. 100 In underſtanding I excel 
E thoſe that are ancients : 
For I endeavoured to keep 
all thy commandements. 
101 My feet from each ill way 1 ſtay'd, 
that I may keep thy word. 


102 l from thy judgments have not ſwerv'd; 
for thou haſt taught me, Lord. - 


Ver. 102. Perſeverance is the effect of inſtruction from above, by 
the Spirit, through the Word : and our heavenly Teacher differeth 
from all others, in this, that, with the leſſon, he beſtoweth on the ſcholar 
both a diſpoſition to learn, and an ability to perform. 


103- How ſweet unto my taſte, O Lord, 
are all thy words of truth |! 
Yea,l do find them ſweeter far 
£ than honey to my mouth. 
104 J through thy precepts, that are pure, 
do underſtanding get: 
I therefore ev'ry way that's falſe 
with all my heart do hate. 


NUN. © The x4th Part. 
165 Thy word is to my feet a lamp, 
and to my path a light. 
106 I ſworn have, and I will perform, " 
to keep thy judgments right, 
107 I am with fore affliction 
ev'n overwhelm'd, O Lord: 
In mercy raiſe and quicken me, 
according to thy word. | 
Ver. 105. Thus, through the devious and lonely wilds of Arabia, 
was Iſrac} once conducted to the land of promiſe, by the illuminating 
pillar, or rather by Him whoſe preſence dwelt in the midit of it. 
| Ver. 107, The faithful ſervants of God may be *« afflicted ;* they 
may be © very much” and grievouſly afſlicted: but let them conſider, 
that, by afflictions, their corruptions are purged away, their faith is 
tried, their patience perfected, their brethren are ediſied, and their 
Maſter is gloriſied. Let them ſtill ſirmly rely on the divine promiſe of 


grace and ſalvation ; ſtill humbly pray for its accompliſhment in them- 
ielves; quicken me, O Lox, according to thy word.” | 


108 The free-will off rings of my mouth 
accept, I thee beſeech ; | 

And unto me thy ſervant, Lord, 

thy judgments clearly teach. 


4 . — OP ITE oy 5 op. oa —— —— — — — 
— — — — — 
* 
* 
. 


109 Tho? 


PSALM CXIX. 


109 Though ſtill my ſoul be in my hand, 
thy laws Vil not forget: 1 
110 I err'd not from them, though for me- 


the wicked ſnares did ſet. 

ver. 108. The offerings' of the believer are prayer, praiſe, and holy 
reſolutions, like that of the Pſalmiſt above, to keep God's righteous 
« judgements,” in which he therefore petitioneth to be every day more 
and more © taught* and inſtructed by the Spirit of truth. Chriſtians are 
called by Peter, * a royal and holy prieſthood, appointed to offer up 
« ſpiritual ſacrifices, acceptable to God, by Jeſus Chriſt.” x Pet. ii. 5. 9. 

Ver. 109. The apoſtle Paul knew, that “in every city bonds and 
afllictions waited for him; but none of theſe things, ſaith he,” move 
me, neicher count I my life dear unto myſelf, ſo that I might finiſh 
my courſe with joy.“ Acts xx. 

Ver. Ito. Numberleſs are the traps, of one kind or other, which hu- 
man wit, and diabolical malice, in conjunction, have fet for the con- 
ſciences of thoſe who profeſs themſelves to be the ſervants, of God; 
and happy is that ſervant, whom they have not cauſed to * err from 
the precepts' of his Maſter. | 

111 I of thy teſtimonies have 
. above all things made choice, 
To be my heritage for ay: 
for they my heart rejoice, 
112 I carefully inclined have 
my heart, ſtill to attend, 
That I thy ſtatutes may perform 
alway unto the end. 


Ver, 111. The * teftimonies' of God's will, his word and his ſacra- 
ments, are the bonds and the deeds, by which we hold our heavenly 
* inheritance, as heirs of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt, Of thele 
deeds, and this inheritance, no power can deprive us; and when © they 
* are the rejoicing of our hearts,” we ſhall not, by preferring an earthly 
inheritance, deprive ourſelves of them. 

Ver. 112. The * inclination of the heart' to good, is the work of 
God; but man is, nevertheleſs, in this, as in other inſtances, ſaid to 
perform it, when he liſtens to the call, and obeys the motions of his 
grace, We are not to judge of ourſelves by what we ſometimes fay 
and do, but by the genera] diſpoſition and tendency of the heart and its 
affetions. When, aſter repeated trials, we find that the love of God 
caſts the ſcale againſt the love of the world; when it is our glory, our 
delight, our treaſure, our meat and drink, to do his will, and, againſt 
all oppoſition, to perſevere in doing it, even unto the end;“ then are 
we the true diſciples, of that Maſter, whoſe heart was evermore inclin- 
ed to good; who alone performed a perfect and ſpotleſs obedience, and 
perſiſted in working the work of Him that ſent him, until, with his laſt 
breath, he declared, upon the croſs, 1T IS FINISHED, 


SAMECH. The r5th Part. 
113 1 hate the thoughts of vanity : 


but love thy law do I. 
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114 My ſhield and hiding-place thou art: 

I on thy word rely. 
115 All ye that evil-doers are, 

ſrom me depart away ; 

For the commandments of my God 

I purpoſe to obey. 

Ver. 113. The mind ſhould be well furniſhed with proper materials, 
on which to employ itſelf. We ſhall then be ſecured againſt the incur- 
fions of rambling, conceited, worldly, impure, and revengeful thoughts, 
which otherwiſe will devour half our time, avd appear againſt us, to 
our unſpeakable amazement, in that Cay, when the ſecrets of all hearts 
mall be revealed. 

Ver. 114. From vain thoughts, and vain perſons, the Pſalmiſt teach- 
eth us to fly, by prayer, to God, as our refuge and protector. This 

courſe a believer will as naturally take, in the hour of temptation and 
danger, as the offspring oſ the hen, on perceiving a bird of prey hover- 
ing over their heads, rctire to their hiding place,“ under the wings of 
their dam; or as the warrior oppoſeih his * flieid” to the Carts which 
are aimed at Lim. . 2 
116 According to thy faithful word 
uphold and ftabliſh me, 
That I may I've, and of my hope 
aſhamed never be. 
117 Hold thou me vp, ſo ſhall I be 
in peace and ſaſety {till ; 
And to thy ſtatutes have reſpect 
| continually I will. 

Ver. I16, & 117. A reſolution to fly from evil, and to do good, is 
Properly followed by an carneſt and repcated prayer, to be“ upheld” in 
the performance of it, by divine grace, according to God's word' aud 
Promiſe. How neceflary is this prayer to be made by creatures, whoſe 
tempers and diſpoſitions are ever varying; who have ſo many and {9 
formidable adverſaries to contend with; and on whom their temporal 
condition hath ſo much influence! 7 

118 Thou tread'ſt down all that love to ſtray; 
falſe their deceit doth prove. 
119 Lewd men, like droſs, away thou put'lt ; 
thereſore thy law I love. 
120 For fear of thee my very fleſh 
dcoth tremble, all diſmay'd ; 
And of thy right'ous judgments, Lord, 
my ſoul is much afraid. 

Ver. 118. Of this, hiſtory furniſheth inſtances in abundance, And it 

will be evident to all the world, when ſimplicity and innocence ſhall 


reign triumphant, with the Lamb, on mount Zion; and deceit and guilz 
ſhall have their portion with the Serpent, in the lake of fire. 


- 


Ver, 119. 
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PSALM CXIX. 


Ver. 119. In times of viſitation, Chriſt fitteth among his people as 
e a refiner and purifier of filver, purging away all droſs, that out of 
what remains may be made * veſſels of honour, meet for the Maſter's 
© uſe, Sce Mal. iii, 3. Ifai. i. 25. 2 Tim. ii. 21. 


AIN. The 16th Part. 


121 To all men I have judgment done, 
performing juſtice right: 
Then let me not be left unto 
my fierce oppreſlors might. y 
122 For good unto thy ſervant, Lord, 
thy ſervant's Surety be: 
From the oppreſſion of the proud . 


do thou deliver me, 

Ver. 121. He who is engaged in a righteous cauſe, and hath ated 
uprightly in the ſapport of it, may, ſo far, without incurring the cen- 
{ure of boaſting, or truſting in his own righteouſneſs, make David's 
plen The Son of David might uſe the words in their full and abſo- 
Late ſenſe, and plead for a glorious reſurrection, on the foot of his having 
performed a perfect obedience to the law. | 

Ver. 122. Good Hezekiah uſes the ſame word in the ſame ſenſe. 
O Lord, Lam oppreſſed, undertake, be ſurety for me.“ Iſai. xxxviii. 14. 
Happy the creatures whoſe Creator is their Surety, and hath interpo- 
ſed to reſcue them from thoſe great oppreflors, fin, death, and Satan! 


123 Mine eyes do fail with looking long 
for thy falvation, 
The word of thy pure right'ouſnefs 
while J do wait upon. 
124 In mercy with thy ſervant deal, 
thy laws me teach and ſhow. 
125 I am thy ſervant, wiſdom, give, 


that I thy laws may know. 

Ver. 123. But what ſaith God, by his Prophets and Apoſtles ? 
though it tarry, wait ſor it, becauſe it will ſurely come.“ Heb ii. 3. 
© Yet a little while, and he that ſhall come, will come.“ Heb. x. 37. 
The word* which hath promiſed it, is the word of truth, faithfulnels 
and * righteouſneſs; the attributes of God are engaged for its accome 


Pliſnment, and he cannot deny himſelf, 


126 * Tis time thou work, Lord, for they have 
made void thy law divine, 

127 Therefore thy precepts more I love 
than gold, yea, gold moſt fine. 

128 Concerning all things, thy commands 
all right I judge therefore; 

And ev'ry falſe and wicked way 

I perfectly abhor. "A 


; © 94 Ce 3 Ver. 126, 
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114 My ſhield and hiding- place thou art: 
I on thy word rely. 
115 All ye that evil-doers are, 
ſrom me depart away; | 
For the commandments of my God 
I purpoſe to obey. 

Ver. 113. The mind ſhould be well furniſhed with proper materials, 
on which to employ itſelf. We ſhall then be ſecured againſt the incur- 
fions of rambling, conceited, worldly, impure, and revengeful thoughts, 
which otherwile will devour half our time, and appear againſt us, to 
our unſpeakable amazement, in that day, when the ſecrets of all hearts 
Mall be revealed. | 

Ver. 114. From vain thoughts, and vain perſons, the Pſalmiſt teach- 
eth us to fly, by prayer, to God, as our reſuge and protector. This 

courſe a believer will as naturally take, in the hour of temptation and 
danger, as the offspring of the hen, on perceiving a bird of prey hover- 
ing over their heads, retire to their © hiding place,“ under the wings of 
their dam; or as the warrior oppoſeih his * lucid” to the Carts which 
are aimed at kim. | . 
116 According to thy faithful word 
; uphold and ſtabliſh me, 
| That I may l. ve, and of my hope 
aſhamed never be. 
117 Hold thou me up, ſo ſhall I be 
in peace and ſaſety {till ; 
And to thy ſtatutes have reſpect 
| continually I will. | 
Ver. 116, & 117. A reſolution to fly from evil, and to de good, is 
properly followed by an carneſt and repeated prayer, to be © upheld” in 
the performance of it, by divine grace; according to God's word” aud 
Promiſe. How neceflary is this prayer to be made by creatures, whoſe 
tempers and diſpoſitions are ever varying; who have ſo many and ſo 
formidable adverſaries to contend with; and on whom their temporal 
condition hath ſo much influence ! 2 
118 Thou tread'ſt down all that love to ſtray; 
falſe their deceit doth prove. 
119 Lewd men, like droſs, away thou put'ſt ; 
therefore thy law ] love. 
120 For fear of thee my very fleſh 
deoth tremble, all diſmay'd ; 
And of thy right'ous judgments, Lord, 
my ſoul is much afraid. 

Ver. 118. Of this, hiſtory furniſheth inſtances in abundance, And it 
will be evident to all the werld, when ſimplicity and innocence ſhall 
reign triumphant, with the Lamb, on mount Zion; and deceit and guilz 


ſhall have their portion with the Serpent, in the lake of fixe. 
Ver, 119. 
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Ver. 119. In times of viſitation, Chriſt ſitteth among his people as 
e a refiner and purifier of filver, purging away all droſs, that out of 
what remains may be made * veſſels of honour, meet for the Maſter's 
© uſe, Sce Mal. iii. 3. Ifai. i. 25. 2 Tim. ii. 21. 


AIN. The 16th Part. 


121 To all men I have judgment done, 
performing juſtice right ; 
Then let me not be left unto 
my fierce oppreſſors might. > 
122 For good unto thy ſervant, Lord, 
thy ſervant's Surety be: 
From the oppreſſion of the proud 
do thou deliver me, 

Ver. 121. He who is engaged in a righteous cauſe, and hath ated 
uprightly in the ſapport of it, may, fo far, without incurring the cen- 
{ure of boaſting, or truſting in his own righteouſneſs, make David's 
plea The Son of David might uſe the words in their full and abſo- 
lute ſenſe, and plead for a glorious reſurrection, on the foot of his having 
performed a perfect obedience to the law. | 

Ver. 122, Good Hezekiah uſes the ſame word in the ſame ſenſe. 
O Lord, Lam oppreſſed, undertake, be ſurety for me.” Iſai. xxxviii. 14. 


Happy the creatures whoſe Creator is their Surety, and hath interpo- 
ſed to reſcue them from thoſe great oppreſſors, fin, death, and Satan! 


123 Mine eyes do fail with looking long 
for thy falvation, 
The word of thy pure right'ouſnefs 
while J do wait upon. 
124 In mercy with thy ſervant deal, 
thy laws me teach and ſhow. 
125 I am thy ſervant, wiſdom, give, 
that I thy laws may know. | 
Ver. 123. But what faith God, by his Prophets and Apoſtles ? 
though it tarry, wait ſor it, becauſe it will ſurely come.“ Heb ii. 3. 
© Yet a little while, and he that ſhall come, will come.“ Heb. x. 37. 


The © word' which hath promiſed it, is the word of truth, faithfulnels 
and * righteouſneſs; the attributes of God are engaged for its accom- 


: pliſnment, and he cannot deny himſelf. 


126 Tis time thou work, Lord, for they have 
made void thy law divine. 
127 Therefore thy precepts more I love 
than gold, yea, gold moſt fine. 
128 Concerning all things, thy commands 
all right I judge therefore ; 
And ev'ry falſe and wicked way 
I perfectly abhor. Ke” 
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* - "Vir. 126. When a deluge of wickedneſs and impicty, hath over- 
whelmed a land, it is time for the Lord to work; the great Law- 
giver will then exert his power, and vindicate his authority ſpeedily, 
'There is a certain meaſure of iniquity, which when communities, or 
individuals, reſpectively, have filled up, the deſtroying angel comes 
forth, and executes his commiſhon, How ought a ſinner to fear, left 
the Next ſin he commits ſhould fill vp his meature, and ſeal his-eter nal 
doom! 5 ; — 

Ver. 127. As the wickedneſs of thoſe increaſeth, who make void 
the divine law,” the zeal' and © love' of believers ſhould increaſe in 
roportion, to ſtem the torrent ; and this may be done by the divine 
leffing to a ſurpriſing degree, by a few perſons, who, after the example 
of the firſt Chriſtians, can forſake all, to follow their Maſter ; who have 
the ſenſe and the courage to prefer truth, wiſdom, holineſs, and heaven, 
to falſehood, folly, fin, and the world; who can reſolutely reject the 
glittering temptation, and ſay, without hypocriſy, to their God, I love 
thy commandments above gold, yea, above fine gold.“ 


PE. The 17th Part. 


129 Thy ſtatutes, Lord, are wonderful: 
iny foul them keeps with care. 
130 The entrance of thy words gives light, 
| makes wiſe who fimple are. | 
131 My mouth I have wide opened, 
and panted earneſtly ; 
While after thy commandements 
I long'd exceedingly. 
Ver. 129. The ſcriptures are © wonderful,“ with reſpect to the mat- 
ter which they contain, the manner in which they are written, and 
the effects which they produce. While we have theſe holy , writings, 
tet us not waſte our time, miſemploy our thoughts, and proſtitute our 
admiration, by doating on human follies, and wondering at human 
trifles. WT „ 

Ver. 130. The ſcriptures are the appointed means of * enlightening? 
the mind with true and ſaving knowledge. They ſhew us what we 
were, what we are, and what we ſhall be. Thus will they give to 
* the ſimple,” in a few days, an underſtanding,” of thofe matters, 
which philoſophy, for whole centuries, ſought in vain. : 

Ver. 131. An eaſtern traveller, fatigued through toil, and parched 
by heat, doth not, with more vehement deſire, gaſp for the cooling 
breeze, than the ſervant of God, in time of temptation and trouble, 


* panteth* after that Spirit of refreſhment and conſolation, which 
breathes in the ſcriptures of truth, 


132 Look on me, Lord, and merciful 
do thou unto me prove, 
As thou art wont to do to thoſe 
thy name who truly love. 
133 O let my footſteps in thy word 
aright {till ord'red be: 


« ö - . 
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Let no iniquity obtain 
dominion over me. 

Ver. 132. A child of God is never ſo much afflicted, as when his 
heavenly Father ſeemeth, for a time, to have turned away his face from 
him. All leffer troubles vaniſh, when God doth but vouchſafe a + look? 
of paternal compaſſion. And ſince the love of Jenovau to his people 
is unchangeable as his nature, mercies formerly ſhewn to others are 


molt forcibly urged by the Plalmiſt, in his petition for the like: Be 
* merciful unto me, as thou uſeſt to do unto thoſe that love thy name.” 


134 From man's oppreſſion ſave thou me : 
ſo keep thy laws I will. 
135 Thy face make on thy ſervant ſhine : 
teach me thy ſtatutes ſtill. 
136 Rivers of waters from mine eyes 
did run down, when I faw 
How wicked men run on in ſin, 
and do not keep thy law. 


Ver. 135. The ſame ſentiment is again expreſſed in different lan- 
guage. The Pſalmiſt prayeth for a return of the divine favour, and for 
better days, that in peace and tranquility he may learn and do the will 
of God. Tribulation is a dark and tempeſtuous night; but Jewovan 
cauſeth * his face to ſhine' upon his people, and the effects are like 
thoſe produced by the ſun at his riſing, when univerſal nature revives 
and rejoices, and clouds and darkneſs fly away. 

Ver. 136. Thus the holy Jeſus“ looked round about on the © Phari- 
© ſees, being gric ved for the hardneſs of their hearts; Mark iii. 5. and 
© wept over' a City which had always perſecuted, and was then about 
to crucify him, becauſe it knew not the things which belonged to its 
peace.“ Luke xix, 41. Accept, O Lord, the tears which our bleſſed 
Redeemer ſhed, in the days of his fleih, for us, who ſhould, but alas, 
too often, cannot weep for our brethren, or for ourſelves; and give us, 
at leaſt, the grace of holy mourning, which in thy fight is of great 


price. a | 
TSADDI. The 18th Part. 
137 O Lord, thou art molt righteous, 
thy judgments are upright, 
138 Thy teſtimonies thou command'ſt 
moſt faithful are and right. 
139 My zeal hath ev'n conſumed me; 
becauſe mine enemies 
Thy holy words forgotten have, 
and do thy laws deſpiſe, 
Ver. 137. The laſt day will demonſtrate this truth to the whole 


world, and open the mouths of men and angels to declare it. 
Ver. 139. Never could this verſe be uttered, with ſuch fulneſs of 


truth and propriety, by any one, as by the Son of God, who had ſuch 
| a ſenſe 


PSALM CXIX. 


a ſenſe of his Father's glory, and of man's ſin, as no perſon elſe ever 
had. And accordinzly, when his zeal had exerted itſelf in, purging the 
temple, the apoſtle John tells us, © his diſciples remembered that it was 
written, The zeal of thine houſe hath eaten me up.“ The {place 
where it is ſo written, is Pal, ix. 9. and the paſſage is exaR] y parallel 


to this before us. 
140 Thy word's moſt pure; therefore on it 
thy ſervant's love is ſer. 
| 141 Small and deſpis'd J am; yet I 
| thy precepts not forget. 
142 Thy k right'ouſneſs is right'ouſneſs 
| which ever doth endure ;' 
Thy holy law, Lord, alſo is 
the very truth moſt pure, 


Ver. 141. Faithfulnefs to God will often reduce men to ſtraights, 
ard bring upon them the contempt of rhe world; happy are they, 
who, under theſe difficulties and diſcouragements, forget not-his 
precepts,” but ſtill continue faithful, looking unto Jeſus, who once © en« 
durcd che erbſe, deſpiſing the ſhame, and is now ict down at the right 
hand of God.“ Heb. xii. 2. 1 

143 Trouble and anguiſh have me found, 
| and taken hold on me : 
| Yet in my trouble my delight 
| thy juſt commandments be. 
| 144 Eternal right'ouſneſs is in 
thy teſtimonies all: 
Lord, to me underſtanding give, 
and ever live I ſhall. 


Ver. 143. We need not take pains, as many do, to find trovble and 
| _ © anguiſh,” for they will, one day, find us.“ In that day, the revela- 
| = tions of God muſt be to us inſtead of el world'y © ecliphts' and plea» 
ſures, which will then have forſaken ur; and how forlorn and deſo- 
late will be our ſtate, if we ſhall have no other delights, no other plea- 
| ſares, to ſucceed them, and to accompany us into eternity! Let our 
1 ſtudy be now ein the ſcriptures, if we expect our comfort from them 
in time to come. : 
Ver. 144. In every ſenſe, O Lord Jeſus, thy righteouſneſs is © ever- 
| © laſting :* Grant us the underſtanding? of it, in every ſenſe, and we 
| * ſhall live, in thee now, and with thee for ever. 


KOPH. The 19th Part. 


145 With my whole heart I cry'd, Lord, hear: 
I will thy word obey, 

146 I cry'd to thee, ſave me, and I 
will keep thy laws alway. 


1471 


— 


PSALM. CXIX: 


| 3 
r 147 I of the morning did prevent + 
1 the dawning, and did cry: 
a For all mine expectation 
el did on thy word rely. 


of 

Ver. 145, & 146. Believers, in time of afflition, make their prayer 
to God with fervour and importunity, petitioning for deliverance that 
they may the better ſerve their Deliverer, and keep his laws. 

Ver. 147, & 148. Climate and Conſtitution will, doubtleſs, make a 
difference, and claim conſiderable allowance ; but by Chriſtians, who 
enjoy their health, in temperate weather, the ſun ſhould not be ſuf- 
ſered to ſhine in vain, nor the golden hours of the morning to glide 
away unimproved ; fince of David's Lord, as well as of David, it is 
faid, in the morning riſing up, a great while before day, he went 
+ out and departed into a ſolitary place, and there prayed.” Mark i. 35. 


148 Mine eyes did timeouſly prevent 


o the watches of the night, 
. That in thy word, with careful mind, : 
* then meditate I might. 
i 149 After thy loving-kindneſs hear 
my voice that calls on thee: 
According to thy judgments, Lord, 
revive and quicken me. | 
150 Who follow miſchief, they draw nigh : 
they from thy law are far. 
151 But thou art near, Lord: moſt firm truth 
all thy commandments are. 
152 As for thy teſtimonies, all, 
of old this have I try'd, 2 
X That thou haſt ſurely founded them 
A for ever to abide. 
o- Ver 149, T50, & 151. If our enemies draw nigh” to deſtroy ng 
* God is ſtill © nearer* to preſerve us; and however his word' may be 
ar rejected by the wicked, the faithful always find it to be © true,' to their 
in great and endleſs comfort, 
Ver. I52. This portion of our pſalm endeth with the triumph of 
- faith over all dangers and temptations, * Concerning thy teſtimonies,” 


the revelations of thy will, thy counſels for the ſalvation of thy ſer- 
vants, I have known of old, by faith, and by my own experience, 
as well as that of others, © that thou haſt founded them for ever,” they 
are unalterable and everlaſting, as the attributes of their great Author, 
«nd can never fail thoſe who rely upon them, in time, or in eternity. 


RESH. The 20th Part. 


153 Conſider mine affliction, 
in ſafety do me {et : 


Deliver 


be Yr 099 Ge A 


PSALM CXKIX. 
Deliver me, O Lord, for I 
thy law do not forget. 
154 After thy word revive thou me: 
ſave me, and plead my cauſe 
155 Salvation is from ſinners far; 
for they ſcck not thy laws. 


Ver. 154. The people of God may have recourſe to him at all times, 
as an Advocate, a Saviour, and a Comforter, for the defence of their 


cauſe, the deliverance of their perſons, and the ſupport of their hearts, 
And all this, according to his word,“ in which he hath engaged thus 
to patronize, to reſcue, and to ſtrengthen thoſe who truſt in him, and 
apply to him, 
155 O Lord, both great and manifold 
thy tender mercies be: 
According to thy judgments juſt 
Revive and quicken me. 
157 My perſecutors many are, 
and foes, that do combine ;. 
Yet from thy teſtimonies pure 
my heart doth not decline. 


Ver. 156, 157, & 158. Perſecution tempteth men to apoſtaſy, and 


zs the great trial of their fidelity to God and to his word. He who, in 
ſuch circumſtances, forgetteth his own ſufferings, to commiſerate the 


fin and folly of his perſecutors, is a true follower, as the Pſalmiſt was 
a type of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, : 
158 I ſaw tranſgreſſors, and was griev'd ; 
for they keep not thy word. 
159 See how I love thy law! as thou 
art kind, me quicken, Lord. 
160 From the beginning all thy word 
hath been moſt true and ſure: 
Thy right'ous judgments ev'ry one 
for evermore endure. 
Ver. 159, & 160. It is obſervable how the Pſalmiſt delighteth to 


&well on theſe two {ſweet notes; the loving kindneſs' of God in pro- 
miſing ſalvation, and his truth.” Thus it hath been from the be- 
ginning,” and thus it will be, until the whole counſel of heaven ſhall 
at length be ſulſilled, by the reſurrection and ſalvation of the ;ult. 


SCHIN. The 21s Part, 


161 Princes have perſecuted me, 
although no cauſe they ſaw ; 
But ftill of thy mroſt holy word 
My heart doth ſtand in awe. 
162 J 
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PSALM Cxix. TY 
162 I at thy word rejoice, as one 
of ſpoil that finds great ſtore. 
163 Thy law I love; but lying all 
1 hate and do abhor. 


164 Sev'n'times a day it is my care 
to give due praiſe to thee : 
Becauſe of all thy judgments, Lord, 
which right'ous ever be. 
165 Great peace have they who love thy law : 
offence they ſhall have none. 
166 I hop'd for thy falvation, Lord, 
and thy commands have done. 
Ver. 165. Amidſt the ſtorms and tempeſts of the world, God hath 


promiſed to keep them in perſect peace, whoſe minds are ſtayed on 


Him. They are at peace with God, by the blood of reconciliation ; 
at peace with themſelves, by the anſwer of a good conſcience, and the 
ſubjection of thoſe defires which war againſt the ſoul ; at peace with 
all men, by the Spirit of charity; and the whole creation is ſo at peace 
with them, that all things work together for their good. No external 
troubles, na © offences“ or ſtumbling blocks, which are thrown in their 
way, can rob them of this great price.” 

Ver. 166. This is the true poſture of a Chriſtian, in which he need 
not ſear to be found by his laſt enemy, Death, doing' his duty, and 
© hoping” for ſalvation from the perſon, who is his Maſter, as well as 
his Redeemer, and who, conſequently, expecteth to be obeyed, no leſs 


than to be believed in. 
167 My ſoul thy teſtimonies pure 
obſerved carefully : 255 
On them my heart is ſet, and them 
I love exceedingly, - 
168 Thy teſtimonies and thy laws 
I kept with ſpecial care. 
For all my works and ways each one 
before thee open are. 


Ver 167, & 168. Chriſt alone could uſe theſe words in their higheſt 
ſenſe. The plea of having kept the divine precepts, Oc. in the mouth 
of a believer, is alledged as an evidence of grace, not as a claim of me- 
Tit, | 


TAU. The 22d Part. 


169 O let my earneſt pray'r and cry 
come near before thee, Lord : 
Give underſtanding unto me, 
accarding to thy word. 
| 179 Let 


PSALM CXIX. 
170 Let my requeſt before thee come; 
after thy word me free. 


171 My lips ſhall utter praiſe, when thou 
haſt taught thy laws to me. 


172 My tongue of thy moſt bleſſed word 
ſhall ſpeak, and it confeſs : 
Becauſe all thy commandements 
are perfect right'ouſneſs. 
173 Let thy ſtrong hand make help to me: 
thy precepts are my choice. 
174 I long'd for thy ſalvation, Lord, 
and in thy law rejoice. 4 


Ver. 171, & 172. He who abtaineth his requeſts, and is made a par- 
taker of that grace and ſalvation, for which he ſo fervently prayed, 
will edify men, by ſinging the praiſes,” and proclaiming the © righte- 
* ouſneſs* of God his Saviour, 

Ver. 173, & 174. Salvation' by the hand, or arm of Jenovas, 
{which is often in ſcripture a title of Meſſiah) hath been the object of 
the hopes, the deſires, and “ longing' expeRation of the faithful, from 
Adam to this hour; and will continue ſo to be, until He, who hath al- 
ready viſited us in great humility, ſhall come again in glorious majeſ- 
ty, to compleat our redemption, and take us to himſelf, | 

175 O let my foul live, and it ſhall 
| give praiſes unto thee: _ 
And let thy judgments pracious 
be helpful unto me. 
176 I like a loſt ſheep went aftray, 
thy ſervant ſeek and find: 
For thy commands I ſuff' red not 
to ſlip out of my mind. 

Ver. 176. All we like ſheep have gone aſtray: we have turned 
* every one to his own way, and the Lord hath laid on Him the ini- 
© quity of us all.” Iſai. liii. 6. What man of you, Cc. and go after 


that which is loſt, until he find it? And when he hath found it, he 
« laycth it on his ſhoulders, rejoicing.” Luke xv. 4, 5. 


PSALM CXX. 


1 IN my diſtreſs to God I cry'd, 
and he gave ear to me. 
2 From lying lips, and guileful ton 
O Lord, my ſoul ſet free, ty 
3 What ſhall be giv'n thee ? or what ſhall 


be done to thee, falſe tongue ? 


4 Ev'n 


yn 


; 4 


PSALM CXX. 
4 Evn burning cos of juniper, * 
ſharp arrows of the ſtrong. 


Ver. 1, & 2. The prophet relateth the ſucceſs of his prayer made 
to JEHOVAH in time of trouble, He © cried? and was heard.“ The 
particular ſpecies of trouble, under which he then laboured, was that 
canſed by the malice and treachery of his adverſaries, who, either with 
lying lips,” bore falſe witneſs againſt him, or with a © deceitful tongue 
tried to enſnare him, and to draw ſomething from him, on which they 
might ground an accuſation. Thus the Jews dealt with Chriſt; and 
men of their caſt and complexion have, in all ages, dealt thus with his 
true followers. From ſuch lips, and ſuch * tongues,” God only can 
« deliver? the perſons and the reputations of the moſt innocent. 

Ver. 3, & 4. Puniſhments juſtly inflited upon a tongue, the words 
of which have been keen and killing as arrows, and which, by its lies 
and calumnies, hath contributed to 4 the world on fire. We read in 
the goſpel of one, who exclaimed, Send Lazarus, that he may dip the 


© tip of his finger in water, and cool my ToN c E; for I am torment- 
ed in this FLAME, 


5 Wo's me that I in Meſhech am 

a ſojourner ſo long; 
That I in tabernacles dwell 

to Kedar that belong. 

6 My foul with him that hateth peace 
hath long a dweller been. | 

7 I am for peace: but when I ſpeak 
for battle they are keen, 


Ver. 5. Heb. Woe is me, that my ſojourning is proloanged'— I 
«* dwell among the tents of Kedar.“ When our Lord was upon earth, 
the Jews were become the ſpiritual Iſhmaelites, ſons of the bond-wo- 
man, perſecutors of the ſons of the free woman, and the children of 
promiſe. O faithleſs and perverſe generation,” ſaith he, © how long 
* thall I be with you? How long ſhall I ſuffer you?“ Matt. xvii. 17. 
And as, then he that was born after rhe fleſh, perſecuted Him that 
* was born after the Spirit, even ſo it is now. Gal. iv. 29. The church 
daily ſigheth and groaneth, becauſe her © ſojourning is prolonged,” and 
ſhe dwelleth among adverſaries of various denominations; theſe are 
* the tents of Kcdar, among which we dwell in the wilderneſs, long- 
ing to depart and to be with Chriſt, in the city of the living God. 

Ver. 6, & 7 If this was the caſe of David, much more might the 
Son of David make the ſame complaint, that he © dwelt with them 
that Hated peace, that although he was a man of peace,” meck, low- 
ly, and gracious, in his deportment to all around kim ; although he 
came to make peace, and to reconcile all things in heaven and earth; 
although his converſation and his preaching were of peace, aud love, 
and the kingdom of God; yet no ſooner did he open his mouth to 
© ſpeak” upon theſe divine ſubjects, but his enemies were up in arms, 
ready to apprehend, to accuſe, to condemn, and to crucify him. Mare 
vel not, O diſciple of Jeſus, if the world hate and oppoſe thee ; but pray 


only, that when thou malt be uſcd as he was, thou mayeſt be enabled 
to bear that uſage as he did. 
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PSALM CXXI. ES. 
I I To the hills will lift mine-eyes, 
| from whence doth come mine aid. 
2 My ſafety cometh from the Lord, _ 
2 who heaven and earth hath made. 
| 3 Thy foot he'll not let ſlide; nor will 
he ſlumber that thee keeps. 
4 Behold, he that keeps Iſrael, 
he ſlumbers not, nor ſlecps. 


Ver. 1, & 2. The true Iſraelite, amidſt the dangers of his earthly 
pilgrimage and warfare, looketh continually towards the heavenly city, 
whither he is travelling. Faith ſheweth him afar off the everlaſting 
hills, from whence cometh his help.” | 

Ver. 3, & 4. In the two firſt verſes, we heard the believer declaring 
his reſolution to truſt in God. The prophet now commendeth that 
reſolution, and encourageth him to perſevere in it. 

5 The Lord thee keeps: the Lord thy ſhade 
on thy rizht hand doth ſtay. 

6 The moon by night thee ſhall not ſmite ; 
nor yet the ſun by day. 

7 The Lord ſhall keep thy ſoul : he ſhall 
preſerve thee from all ill. 

8 Henceforth thy going out and in 
God keep for ever will. 


Ver. 5, & 6. Be thou with us thy ſervants, O Lord, in*the world, 
as thou waſt with Iſrael in the wilderneſs Let not our ſouls be hurt 
by the ſun of proſperity, nor the night of adverſity, 

Ver. 7, & 8. If we are Iſraelites indeed, he © ſhall preſerve our go- 
ing out and our coming in,' until, through all the viciſſitudes of this 
mortal itate, he ſhall have brought us into his holy *© temple,” there to 
become pillars,” and to © go no more out.“ Rev. iii. 


PSALM CXXII. 
I I Joy'd when to the houſe of God 
| Go up, they ſaid to me. 
: 2 Jeruſalem, within thy gates, 
our feet ſhall ſtanding be. 
3 Jeruslem as a city is 
compactly built together: 
4 Unto that place the tribes go up, 
the tribes of God go thither: 


Ver. 1. Great was the joy of an Iſraelite, when his brethren called 
upon him to accompany them, on ſome feſtive occafion, to the taber- 


nacle, or temple at Jeruſalem ; great ſhould be the joy of a Chriſtian, 
when he is invited, in like mauner, to cat and drink at the table 2 by | A 
| ord. 


ed 


er- 
an, 


his 


rd. 


PSALM CXXII. 

Lord. Such, in kind, but far greater in degree, is that gladneſs, which 
the pious ſoul experiences, when ſhe is called hence; when deſcending 
angels ſay unto her, 'Thy labour and ſorrow are at an end, and the 
hour of thy enlargement is come: put off mortality and miſery at once; 
quit thy houſe of bondage, and the land of thy captivity ; fly forth, 
and © let us go together into the houſe of the Lo x , not made with 
© hands, eternal in the heavens.” A 

Ver. 2. Yes, O thou holy and happy city of peace, and love, and 
everiaſting delight, our God, we hope, will in time bring us to behold, 
and to enter thee z © our feet, which now, with many a weary ſtep, 
tread the earth, ſhall' one day ſtand within thy gates.“ 

Ver. 3. We ſee thee not, indeed, as yct, but we hear of thy ſtability, 
thy unity, thy beanty, and thy magnificence. hy foundations are 
firm upon the holy hills; they are garniſhed with all manner of pre. 
cious ftones; and in them are the names of the twelve apoſtles of the 
Lamb. Thy gates are of pearl, twelve in number, and open to all quar- 
ters, ſor the tribes of the ſpiritual Iſrael to come in. "Thy ſtreets are 
of pure gold, as it were tranſparcnt glaſs; thou att crowned with the 
unfading brightneſs of eternal glory ; aud the Lord God Almighty and 
the Lamb are the temple in the midit of thee. All thefe glorious things 
are ſpoken of thee, thou city of God! And yet, when we come to {ee 
thee with our eyes, we ſhall be forced to confeſs, that thou far exceed. 
* eſt the fame which we had heard, and that the half was net told 
us.“ I Kings x. | 

Ver. 4. As all the * tribes? of Iſrael, three times in the year, were 
ſeen © going up' to the Old Jeruſ:lem ; fo from the ends of the earth 
are the redeemed of the Lord, out of every nation, and kindred, and 
people / continually aſcending, to the New Jeruſalem. John ſaw tlie 
nations of them that were ſa ved, walking in the light of the heavenly 
city, and he heard her ſtreets relound with the haliclujahs of ten thou- 
fand times ten thouſand. N 


To Ifra''s teſtimony, there 
to God's name thanks to pay. 
5 For thrones of judgment, ev'n the thrones 
of David's houſe there ſtay. 
6 Pray that Jeruſalem may have 
peace and felicity : 
Let them that love thee and thy peace 
have (till proſperity. 


Ver. 5. The Iſraelites reſorted to Jeruſalem, becauſe it was the me- 
tropolis of the country, and there was the reſidence of their monarchs, 
after th: kingdom was eſtabliſhed in the houſe of David.“ But alas, 
that metropolis is defolate, and the thrones of judgment, which were 
therein, have been long ſinee caſt down to the ground. A Jerulalem, 
however, remains, which ſhall never be moved; in that Jeruſalem is 
the throne of eternal judgment erected, and the Son of David ſittet h 
upon it, Of him it was faid by the angel to Mary, The Lord God 
* ſaall give unto him the throne of his father David: and he ſha!l reig a. 
© over the houſe of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdora there ſhall ba 
no ed.“ Luke i. 32. And he himſelf thus addreſſed his Apoſiles ; 
Veri), I ſay unto you, that ye which have followed me, in the re- 
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To PSALM cxxnl. 
genera:ieh, when the Son of Man ſhall fit on the throne of his glory, 


ye allo ſhall fir upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of If. 
, rael.“ Matt. xix. 28. 1 K 


Ver. 6. What the Ifraelitiſn church was, the Chriſtian church mili— 
tant upon earth now is, and demandeth, in like manner, the prayers 
of all Chriſtian people fer its peace and welfare. Its increaſe here be- 
low is in reality the increaſe of Jeruſalem above. Heaven has therefore 
decreed, that they who contribute their labours, as well as their pray- 
ers, to promote ſo good and ſo glorious an end, ſhall enjoy its protec. 
tion, and its bleſſing ſhall be upon the work of their hands. They 
* ſhall proſpet that love thee.” ; 


7 Therefore I with that peace may ſtil 
within thy walls remain, | 
And ever may thy palaces 
proſperity retain, 
8 Now, for my friends ard brethrens' ſakes, 
peace be in thee, V1 ſay. 
9 And for the houſe cf God our Lord, 
PH ſeek thy good alway. © 
Ver. 7. Come, O thou Divine Spirit of peace and love, who dicſt. 
refide in the ſoul of the holy Jeſus, deſcend into his myſtical body, and 
fill us, who compoſe it, with all his heavenly tempers; that ſo, peace 
© may be within the walls' of thy Jeruſalem, and preſperity within her 
Palaces; and ſhe may become a lively portrait of that place which is 


prepared for them that love one another, where, with one heart, and 


one voice, they ſhall aſcribe * ſalvation and glory to God and to the 
Lamb.“ 


Ver. 8, & 9. In theſe concluding verſes, the Pſalmiſt deelareth the two 
wotives, which induced him to utter his beſt wiſhes, and to uſe his beſt 
endeavcurs, fer the proſperity of Jeruſalem ; namely, love of his breth- 
rer, whoſe happineſs was involved in that of their city; and love of 
Gcd, who had there fixed the reſidence of his g lot y. 'Theſe motives are 
ever in force, aud ought, ſurely, to operate with marvellous energy 
upon cur hearts, to ſtir us up to imitate the pattern now before us, in 
{crvent zeal and unwearied labour, for the ſalvation of men, and the 
glory of the great Redeemer; both which will then be complete, when 
the church wilitant ſhall become triumphant, and the heavevly para- 
diſe ſhall be filled with plants taken from its terreſtrial nurſery. 


PSALM CXXIII. 
1 O Thou that dwelleſt in the heav'ns, 
I lift mine eyes to thee. 
2 Behold, as ſervants eyes do look 
their maſter's hand to ſee, 
As handmaid's eyes her miſtreſs' hand, 
ſo do our eyes attend' 
Upon the Lord our God, until 
to us he mercy ſend, 


- 


— 


— 


Ver. 2. 
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PSA L M;, CXXIII. 


Ver. 2. The ſervants of. God, like other ſervants, if they are injured 
and ſuff-r violence, expect redreſs and protection from the Matter, 
whole they are, and whom they ſerve. Under the law of Moſes, 2 


maſter was to demand ſat ie faction, and to have it made him, lor any 


hurt done to his ſet vant; and ſhall not the beſt of maſters avenge the 
wrongs done to thoſe who ſerve Him? 


< 3 O Lorl, be gracious to ue, 
unto us gracious be: 
Becauſe, repleniſh'd with contempt 
exceedingly are we. 
4 Our foul is fill'd with ſcorn of thoſe 
that at their eaſe abide, 
And with the inſolent contempt 
of thoſe that ſwell in pride. 

Ver. 3, & 4. U:believing, ungod!y, and worlily men, who are * at 
eaſe, and boaſt themſelves in the multitude of their riches, will always 
be ready to caſt upon the afflicted ſervants of Chriſt ſome portion of 
that reproach and contempt, which were fo plentiinlly pourea upon 
their bleſſed Maſter in the day of bis paſſion, and indeed throuph his 
whole life. But let theſe know, for their comfort, that the Lord will 
have mercy upon them” in that day, when pride Rall end in ſhame 


and confuſion, when patzent poverty ſhall inherit everiaiting riches, and 
eppreſſed humility ſhall be exalted to a throne above the ſtars, 


PSALM CXXIV. 


I AD not the Lord been on our ſide, 
may Iſrael now ſay; 
2 Had not the Lord been on our ſide, 
when men role us to {lay : 
3 They had us ſwallow'd quick when as 
their wrath *gainſt us did flame, 
4 Waters had cov'red us, our foul 
had ſunk beneath the ſtream. 


Ver. I, 2, & 2. May not the Iſrael of God' fay, in Uke mar ner, 
* It the Lord had not been on our fide,” when our ſpiritual en-rmi-s, 
un, death, and hell, were in arms. againſt us, furely now they had 
* ſwallowed us up quick, and we had periſhed everlaitingly. I: is thou, 
O Lord Jeſus, who haſt wrought for us this great ſalvation, 

Ver. 4, & 5. The redeemed are aſtoniſhed, upon lockiog back, at 
the greatneſs of the danger to which! they had been expoſed. Happy 
they who are taken from the evil to come, and have paſied from the 
m'ſeries of earth to the felicities of heaven, where they are neither 
f:mpted nor moleſted more. 2 


5 Then had the waters, ſwelling high, 
aver our foul made way. 


D d 3 6 Bleſt 


q 
PSALM CXXIV. 
6 Bleſt be the Lord, who to their tecth 
us gave not fur a prey. 
7 Our ſouls eſcaped, as a bird 
out of the fowler's ſnare ; 
The ſnare aſunder broken is, 


and we eſcaped are. 


Ver. 6, & 7. Save us, O God, from the rage and the ſubtlety of our 
ſpiricual adverſary z ſave us from his teeth, wheo he would devour ; 
from his tnares, when he would deceive; ſuffer us not, either by per- 
ſecution, or temptation, to fall from thee. 


8 Our ſure and all-ſufficient help 
is in JEHOVARH's name; 
His name, who did the heaven create, 
and who the earth did frame. 
Ver. 8. The great leffon which this Pſalm, from the beginning to 
the end, inculcates, is, that for every deliverance, whether of a tempo- 


ral or ſpiritual nature, we ſhould, in imitation of the ſaints above, aſeribe 
Sal vation to God and to the Lamb.” 


Another of the fame. 


1 RT OW Ifrael | 
may ſay, and that truly, 
If that the Lord 
had not our cauſe maintain'd : 
2 If that the Lord 
had net our right ſuſtain'd, 
When cruel men | 
againſt us furiouſly 
Roſe up in wrath, 
to make of us their prey: 


3 Then certainly 
they had devour'd us all, 
And ſwallow'd quick, 
for ought that we could deem: 
Such was their rage, 
as we might well eſteem, 

4 And as fierce floods | 
before them all things drown, 
So had they brought. 

our ſoul to death quite down, 


10 


PSALM CXXIV. 
5 The raging ſtreams, | 
with their proud ſwelling Waves, 
Had then our foul | 
c'erwhelmed in the deep. 
6 But bleſt be God. 
who doth us lately keep, 
And hath not giv'n 
us for a living prey 
Unto their teeth 
and bloody cruelty. þ 


7 Evn as a bird 
out of the fowler's ſnare 
Efcapes away, 
ſo is our ſoul ſet free; 
' Broke are their nets, 
and thus eſcaped we, 
$ Therefore our help 
is in the Lord's great name, 
Who heavn and earth 
by his great pow'r did frame, 


PSAEM CXEV. 
HEY in the Lord that firmly truſt — 
ſhall be like Zion hill, | 
Which at no time can be remov { 
but ſtandeth ever ſill. 
2 As round about ſeruſalem 
the mountains ſtand alway, 
Tne Lord his folk doth compaſs ſo 
from henceforth and for ay. 


— 


3 For ill mens rod upon the lot 
of juſt men ſhall not lie: 
Leſt right ous men ſtretch forth their hands 
unto iniquity. 
4 Do thou to all thoſe that be good 
thy goodneſs, Lord, impart ; 
And do thou good to thoſe that are 
upright within their heart. 


Vet. 3. | The import of thes verie ſeemeth to be the ſame with kings 
of our * s prediction concerning the troubles of the latter days. 


„ Then 
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PSALM. CxXVI. 

Then ſhall be great tribulation, ſuch as was not ſince the Heginning 
* of the world to this time, no nor ever ſhall be, And except thoſe davs 
© ſhould be ſhortened, there ſhould no fleſh be [ved. But for the clect's 
© ſake thoſe days ſhall be ſhortened.“ Matt. xx ix. 

Ver. 4, & 5. The good and upright in heart' are they who ſtand 
ſteady in every change of circumſtances; Who complain not of God's 
diſpenſations, but, believing every thing to be beſt which he ordains, 
adhere to him with a will entirely reſigned to his, in adverſity no leis 


than in proſperity. To theſe Jenovan will finally * do good,” 
5 But as for ſuch as turn aſide 
after their crooked way, BY 
God thall lead forth with wicked men: 
on Ifra'l peace {hall ſtay. 


— 8———5ð—ð; — 
PSALM CXXVE. 
I WIe Zion's bondage God turn'd back, 
as men that dream'd were we. 
2 Then fill'd with laughter was our mouth, 
our tongue with melody: 1 
They *morg the heathea ſaid, The Lord 
Z great things for them hath wrought, 
3 The Lord hath done great things for us; 
Vence joy to us is brought. 


Ver. 1. That Cyrus ſhould iſſue a decree for the Jews to return to 
their own country, and to rebuild their city and temple ; that he ſhould 
diſmiſs ſuch a number of captives, not only without money and with- 

out price, but ſhould fend them home laden with preſents, Ezra i, 1,—4. 
this was the work of Jenovan, who only could thus * turn the capti- 

« vity of Zion.“ A reſtoration ſo compleat, ſo ſtrange and unlocked for, 
brought about at once, without ary endeavours uſed on the fide of 
Ifrael, ſeemed, in all theſe reſpeRs, as a * dream 57 and the parties con- 
cerned, when they ſaw and heard ſuch things, could ſcarce believe 
themſelves to be awake. That the King of kings, of his own mere 
love and mercy, ſhould take pity on poor mankind, in their more 
_ grievous captivity under fin and death; that he ſhould ſend his on ly 
Son t6 purchaſe their Iberty, his Spirit to enrich, and conduct them 
to their country above, and his heralds to proctaim ſuch une x pe ed 
deliverance to all the world; this like wiſe was the work of the ſame 
J=znovan, who only could Tavs turn again the captivity of his Zion.“ 
Convinced finners, when the tidings of a. ſalvation fo great and mar- 
vellous are preacher to them, think themſelves in a © dream, ang with 
difficulty give credit even to the royal prociamation, though the great 
ſeal of heaven be aſſixed to it, | 
Ver. 2, & 3. The people of God foon find. that they are not mock- 
ed with illuſions, but that all about them. is: realityand, truth. Then 
forrow and ſighing, fear and diſtruſt, fy away together. Joy fills their 
har ts, and overflows by their tongues, in ſongs ol praiſe. 


* 
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PSALM CXXVI. 

4 As ſtreams of water in the ſouth, 
our bondage, Lord, recall. 

5 Who ſow in tears, a reaping time 
of joy enjoy they ſhall. 

6 That man, who, bearing precious ſced, 
in going forth doth mourn, 

He, doubtleſs, bringing back his ſheaves, 


rejoicing ſhall return. | N 

Ver. 4. They pray God to bring back the reſt of their conntrymen 
to compleat his work at Jeruſalem—That God would daily increaſe 
the number of true converts from the world to his church, to cultivate 
the myſtical vineyard, to build and to, ornament the holy city, ſhould 
be the prayer of every labourer in that vineyard, of every citizen in 
that city. | - 

7 & 6. The diſciples of Jeſus * ſow in tears' at preſent; but 
the day is coming when they ſhall reap in joy.“ For thus their bleſ- 
ſed Maſter went forth weeping, a man of ſorrows, and acquainted 
© with grief, bearing precious ſeed,” and ſowing it around him, till at 
length his own body was buried, like a grain of wheat, in the furrow 
ef the grave. But he aroſe, and is now in heaven; from whence he 
* ſhall doubtleſs come again with rejoicing,” with the voice of the arch- 
angel and the trump of God, bringing his ſheaves with him.“ 


PSALM CXXVII. 
I Except the Lord doth build the houſe, 
the builders loſe their pain; 20 | 
Except the Lord the city keep, | > 
the watchmen watch in vain. q 
2 Its vain for you to riſe betimes, 
or late from reſt to keep, | 
To feed on ſorrow's bread : ſo gives 


He his beloved ſleep. 


Ver, t. In every undertaking, the bleſſing of God muſt accompany 
the labours of man, to render them effectual It may alſo be remark - 
ed, that both Solomon and Zerubbabel had vainly laboured to conſtrue 
the firſt or the ſecond material temple, unleſs IE AHOVAH himſelf had 
built the true Houſe for the reception of his glory, that is to ſay, the 
Temple of Chriſt's body, and, after it was fallen down, had reared it 
again, by a reſurrection from the dead. 

Ver. 2. The Pſalmiſt doth not, certainly, intend to ſay, that labour 
and diligence are vain, but that they are fo, except the Lord be with 
the labourer. If his aid be called in, if part of our time be ſpent in 
prayer, not the whole of it in prayerleſs toiling, our work will become 
eaſier, and go on better; a ſolicitude and anxiety for its ſucceſs will no 
longer prey upon our minds by day, and break our reſt at night; we 
ſhall chearfully fulfil eur daily taſks, and then, with confidence and 
reſignation, lay our heads upon our pillows, and God will “give to his 
© beloved” a ſweet and undiſturbed * ſleep. 


3 Lo, 
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PSALM CXXVE 
3 Lo, children are God's heritage, 
the womb's fruit his reward. 
4 The ſons of youth, ss arrows are, . 
for ſtrong men's hands prepar'd. 
5 O happy is the man that hath 
his quiver fill'd with thoſe : | 
They, unaſhamed, in the gate 
ſhall ſpeak unto their foes, 


Ver. 3. The labours of mankind, firſt in building houſes and cities, 
and then in guarding and ſecuring their poſſeſſions, are undergone, not 
with a view to themfelves alone, but to their families, which they 
would eſtabliſh and perpetuate—Believers are the children of Chriſt, 
the © heritage” given him by his Father, the © reward” of his righteous 
life, and meritorious death ; as it is written, © I will give thee the heathen 
for thine inheritance, He ſhall iee of the travail of his ſoul, and ſhall 


de ſatisfied.“ Pal. ii. Iſai. lit. 


Ver. 4. Children, when well educated, are like ſo many arrows in 
the hand of a ſtrong man.“ The Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians were 
arrows in the hand of Meſſiah, with which he encountered his enemies, 
and ſubdued the nations to the faith. When by the ſplendour of their 
ſanctity, the power of their miracles, and the efficacy of their preach. 


ing, they pierced the hearts of thouſands and ten thouſands, what were 


they but © arrows in the hand of the Mighty One?“ 

Ver. 5. It is a glorious ſight to behold children thus ſtanding forth 
in the defence of their parents. In the multitude of true believers 
conſiſt the glory of Chriſt, and the riches of his church. How forward 
were the primitive Chriſtians to meet the enemies of theſe their ſpiri- 
tual parents“ in the gate; how ready in their cauſe, to ſpeak openly, - 
and, having witneſſed a good confeſſion, to ſeal it with their blood, 
Therefore ſhall they not be aſhamed at the judgment of the laſt day. 


— 
— 


1 BLEST is each one that fears the Lord, 
and walketh in his ways. 

2 For of thy labour thou thalt eat, 
and happy be always. 

3 Thy wife thall, as a fruitful. vine, 
by thy houfe-fides be foufid; 

Thy children, like to olive-plants, 

about thy table round. 

Ver. 1. Bleſſed above all the ſons ef men, and the author of bleſſing 
to them all, was the Man Chriſt Jeſus, becauſe above them all, and for 
them all, he feared, he loved, and he obeyed. a 

Ver. 2. The perſon is here beautifully changed, and to the man who 
feareth Jexovan is addreffed an enumeration of thoſe bleſſings which 
ſhall attend him. He'is to cat the labour of his hands, that is, the 


iruit, or returns of his labours, Hereby it is implied, that he is not - 
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PSALM CXXVIIL 


bi idle, but to * labour, that he may eat; that he is not to be niggardly, 


but to eat, when he has labourcd.—The glory of Chriſt, and the ſab 
vation of mankin J, were the fruits of his actions and his ſufferings in 
the days of his fleſh; ſo that, in the enjoyment of them, he doth no 
more than eat of the labours of his hands ;* or, to ufe the words of 
Iſaiah, he ſeeth of the travail of his ſoul, and is ſatjsfied.* Before he 
went hence, he took comfort in the reflection, I have glorified thee 
on the earth, I have finiſhed the work which thou gaveſt me to do. 
ohn xvii. 

Ver. 3. As marriage was from the beginning intended to repreſent .' 
the myſtical union between Chriſt and his church, which union is 
ſpoken of in matrimonial language, through the Scriptures both of the 
Old and New Teſtament, we need but extend our view, to behold, 
under the imagery of the vine and the olive plants, the ſpouſe of Mefliah, 
and the children of peace aſſembled around the table of their heavenly 
Father, See Pal. lzxx. 8. Rom. xi, 17. ; | 


4 Behold the man that fears the Lord, 
thus bleſſed ſhall he be. | 
5 The Lord ſhall out of Zion give 
his bleſſing unto thee : 
Thou ſhalt Jeruslem's good behold 
whilſt thou on earth doſt dwell.” 
6 Thou ſhalt thy childrens children ſee, 
and peace on Iſrael. 


Ver. 4. Are temporal bleſſings, then, the reward of piety * They 
are not its only, or chief reward, but are often © added' even under the 
new diſpenſation, to thoſe who * firſt ſeek the kingdom of God, and his 
© righteouſneſs.” When they are with-holden, or withdrawn, it is for 
the ſecurity or increaſe of thoſe more valuable bleſſings which are ſpi- 
ritual. The ſcriptures ſhew us the ſcrvants of God in every ſtate and 
condition; we view them rich and poor, honoured and deſpiſed, ſick 
and in health, married and fingle, childleſs and otherwiſe, in proſperity 
and in adverſity; to teach us, that all things work together for good 
to them who love God; ſo that the believer hath comfort always, If 
temporal bleſſings be granted him, he accepteth them as ſhadows of 
thoſe which are eternal ; if they are denied, he remembereth that they 
are only ſhadows, and are therefore denied, that he may fix his thoughts 
and affections more firmly on the fubſtance. 2 

Ver. 5, & 6. Every true Iſraelite rejoiceth in the proſperity of Zion; 
a bleſſing upon the church diffuſeth itſelf ro all the members thereof ; 
and the good of Jeruſalem, with peace upon Ifrael, is all the good that 
chriſtians can deſire to ſee upon earth. Hereafter they ſhall ſee greater 
things than theſe. Jenovan from the heavenly Zion, will bleſs them 
with the viſion of his immortal glory; they ſhall ſee the good of the 
new Jeruſalem, the wealth, beauty, and majeſty of that holy city , they 
ſhall ſee the generations of the faithful walking in the light of it; with 
that everlaſting peace and reſt, which remain for the Iſrael of God, 


Tneſe are the bleſſings promiſed to Meffiah, and to his ſeed, for ever- 
more, 
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PSALM CXXIX. 
I OF. did they vex me from my youth, 
may Iſra'l now declare: 5 
2 Oft did they vex me from my youth; 
vet not victori'ous were. 

3 The plowers plow'd upon my back: 
they long their furrows drew. 

4 The right'ous Lord did cut the cords 
of the ungodly crew. a 


Ver. 1, & 2. Affli tion is nothing new to the people of God. Many 
a time have the righteous been under perſecution, from the hour when 
Cain roſe up againſt his brother Abel, to this day. He who took our 
nature upon him, was alſo afflicted from his youth,” but his enemies 
* prevailed not againſt him.” And it is obſervable, that what God ſpake, 
by his prophet Hoſea, concerning Iſrael, is by the Evangeliſt Matthe 
applied to Chriſt, Matt. ii. 14. Hoſ. xi. 1. The truth is, that there 
ſubſiſteth between Chriſt and his church an union like that between 
the head and the members of the ſame body; they are therefore called 
by the ſame name, IsRAEt, and what is ſaid concerning one, fre- 
quently admitteth of an application to the other. He became like his 
people by taking their nature, and they become like him by . 
his grace. Their ſuffcrings are accounted as his; and his righteouſneſs 
fpoken of as theirs. ; : | 

Ver. 3, & 4. For our ſakes, he who knew no ſin gave his back te 
© the ſmiters,” Iſai. J. 6. and permitted thoſe © plowers to make long 
* their furrows upon it* But the righteous Lord cut aſunder the 
* cords of the wicked; vengeance overtook the wretched inſtruments 
el his ſufferings. ; | 


5 Let Zion's haters alt be turn'd 
back with confuſion. 

6 As graſs on houſes tops be they, 
which fades &er it be grown: 

7 Whereof enough to fill his hand 
the mower cannot find ; 

Nor can the man his boſom fill, 

whoſe work is ſheaves to bind. 

Ver. 6, 7, & 8. Thus, while the felicity of Zion's children is rooted 
and grounded in Chriſt, that of her enemics hath no foundation at all. 
While the church ſubſiſteth from generation to generation, the king— 
doms and empires, that have perſecuted her, fade and wither away of 
themſelves, And at the general harveſt of the world, when the righte- 
ous ſhall be carried by angels, with joyful acclamations, into the man— 


fions prepared for them above, the wicked, unregarded by the heavenly 


reapers, ard unbleſſed by all, ſhall become fuel for a fire that goeth not 
Out, 


8 Neither ſay they who do go by, 
God's bleſſing on you reſt : 
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, SAL CEXE 
We, in the name of God the Lord, 
do with you to be bleſt. 


PSALM CXXX. | 


I Len. from the depths to thee I cry'd. 
2 My voice, Lord, do thou hear: 
Unto my ſupplication's voice 

give an attentive ear. 

3 Lord, who ſhall ſtand, if thou, O Lord, 
ſhouldſt mark iniquity ? 

4 But yet with thee forgiveneſs is, 
that fear'd thou mayeſt be. | 


Ver. 1, & 2. From the depths of fin, and the miſery occaſioned by 
fn, the penitent, like another Jonas, intombed in the whale's belly, 
and ſurrounded by all the waves of the ocean, crieth unto God for help 
and ſalvation. Fervent prayer will find its way, through eyery ob- 
ſtruction, to the ears of Him who ſitteth upon his holy hill. 

Ver. 3. A reaſon is here urged, why God ſhould ſpare and pardon 
the ſoppliant, namely, becauſe was he accurately to note the offences of 
the beſt men, and to produce them in judgment againſt the offenders, 
no man could fland in that judgment, but the whole race of Adam muſt 
continue to eternity under the dominion of fin and death; which a gra- 
cious aud merciſul God would not permit to be the caſe. It is accord- 
ingly declared in the next verſe, that meaſures had been taken to pre- 
vent ſo deplorable a cataſtrophe. 5 

Ver. 4. Thou haſt deviſed means that we periſh not for ever: thou 
haſt provided an atonement, and in virtue of that atonement, the ſinner 
may obtain pardon ; he need not, therefore, reze thy ſervice, and caſt 
himſelf away in deſpair, but is encouraged to ſerve thee acceptably 
through faith, with godly fear; * there is forgiveneſs with thee, that 
thou mayeſt be feared.” Thou forgiveſt man, that ſo, being reſtored 
to thy favour, and endued with thy grace, he may thenceforth fear, oz 
ſerve thee, as it becomes one, who hath obtained mercy, to do. 


5 I wait for God, my ſoul doth wait, 
my hope is in his word. 
6 More than they that for morning watch, 
my ſoul waits for the Lord : 
I fay more than they that do watch 
the morning-light to ſee, 
7 Let Iſrael hope in the Lord; 
for with him mercies be, 
Ver. 5, & 6. The repetitions here do beautiſully expreſs that ardebt 
deſire which the contrite ſoul hath for the ſalvation'of God. With ſuck 


earneſtneſs did the ancient church expect the appearance of that da 
ſpring from on high, which was in the fulnaſs of time to viſit the wor 
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With equal carneſtnels ought the TW ſince to look out for the dawn. 
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PSALM C XXI. 


ing of that laſt morning which is to aboliſh fin, and put an end to ſor. 
row. _ | 
Ver. 7, & 8. Theſe verſes are perfectly evangelical. The church of 
{ſrael was exhorted to © hope' in Jeuovan, becauſe with him there 
was © mercy and plenteous redemption.“ And of what nature was that 
. redemption ? A redemption from fin; © he ſhall redeem Iſrael from 
* all his s 1 N s;“ conſequently, from all trouble and miſery, which are 
but the effects of ſin, and will ceaſe when their cauſe ſhall be finally 
taken away. Now whar is this, but the goſpel itſelf? Where is the 
difference between this of the Pſalmiſt, He ſhall redeem Iſrael from 
© all his fins,” and that of the Evangeliſt, « Thou ſhalt call his name 
Jesus, for he ſhall save mis PEOPLE FROM THEIR sINS.“ Matt. i. 
21. The Iſrael of God, or church univerſal, hoping in the ſame 
© mercy,” and the ſame plenteous redemption,“ expeReth the full ac- 
compliſhment of this gracious promiſe, at the fecond coming of her 
Saviour, when the penalty of ſin ſhall be taken off, and death be ſwak. 
lowed up in victory. | | 

. And plenteous redemption 

is ever found with him. 

8 And from all his iniquities 


he Ifra'l ſhall redeem. | 
PSALM CXXXI. 


This Pſalm containeth a deſcription of true humility, and reſignation 
to the will of God, with an exhortation to the practice thereof. It 
is, moſt probably, a Pſalm of David, and is eminently applicable to 
Meſſiah, in his ſtate of humiliation on earth. Happy would it be for 
the world, if all his diſciples could imbibe the ſpirit of this ſhort but 
lovely Pſalm, and copy after the example which it ſetteth beſore 


chem. 
1 M* heart not haughty is, O Lord, 
| mine eyes not lofty be : 
Nor do I deal in matters preat, 
or things too high for me. 
2 I ſurely have'myſelf behav'd 
with quiet ſpi'rit and mild, 
As child of mother wean'd: my ſoul 
is ike a weaned child. pe 5 


. 4 
Ver. 1. The Son of David was not © haughty, but meek and lowly 
in heart; his © eyes? were not © lofty,” but Findly regarded the meaneſt 
object that preſented itſelf to them; he looked not to great matters, 
and high things,” but choſe to be, and to be eſteemed the leaſt and 
loweſt of all. | 

Ver. 2. Such was the humble reſignation of the Lamb of God to the 
will of his heavenly Father, under the ſevereſt diſpenſations, when even 
the divine preſence, and that ſupport which it afforded, ſeemed to have 
been withdrawn. Father, into thy hands I commend my Spirit ” 
Who then can expect to enter into the kingdom of heaven, except 
© he be converted, and become as a little child?“ Matt, xviii. 
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their wiſdom, or their power, but in IE HOVAR alone, who will not fail 


| God engage not to take poſſeſſion of his heavenly palace, nor to enter 
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PSALM CXXXII. 
3 Upon the Lord let all the hope 
of Iſrael rely, 
 Ev'n from the time that preſent is 
unto eternity. 


Ver. 3. After the example, therefore, of the King of Iſrael, wh 
thus demeaned himſelf in his afflictions, lowly, contented, and reſigned, 
caſting all his care upon the Father who cared for him, and patiently 
waiting his time for deliveranee and ſalvation ; after this their example 
and pattern, let his faithful people hope and truſt, not in themſelves, 


to exalt them, as he hath already cxalted their Redeemer, if they do 
but follow his ſteps. 


PSALM CXXXI. 


. DAVD, and his afflictions all, 
Lord, do thou thiak upon : 

2 How unto God he ſware, and vow'd 
to Jacob's mighty One. 

3 I will not come within my houſe, 
nor reſt jn bed at all; 

4 Nor ſhall mine eyes take any ſleep, 
nor eye-lids ſlumber {hall ; 

Ver. 1. Iſrael beſeecheth Jenovan to be mindful of thoſe forrows 
and ſufferings, which had been undergone by his ſervant David, ere he 
attained to the throne, and eſtabliſhed the ancient church in the beauty 
of holineſs. That God would © remember” the far greater afflictions“ 
ſuſtained for our ſake by Meſſiah in the days of his humiliation, when 
through much tribulation he accompliſhed our redemption, and entered 


into his glory, is the petition preferred in theſe words by us Chriſtians. 
Ver. 2, 3, 4, & 5. Thus in the covenant of redemption, did the Son of 


—_——_ 


into his eternal reſt, until he had prepared vpon the earth a place for 
the reſidence of the Lord; a building framed of materials more pre- i 
cious than gold or filver. All this was planned and executed by one 1 
and the ſame perſen, who firſt ſuffered in meekneſs and patience like 

David, then reigned in glory and peace, like Solomon. The believer 

thould ſpare no pains, no time, no thought, to find out and prepare in 

his heart an habitation for the God of Jacob, ſince our Lord hath gra- 

ciouſiy vouchſafed to make this general promiſe to us all, If a man 

love me, my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and 

make our abode with him.“ John xiv. 


5 Till for the Lord a place I find = 
where he may make abode, il 
A place of habitation _ ir 
for Jacob's mighty God. 
6 Lo, at the place of Ephratah, 
of it we underſtand : 
Ee 2 And 
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And we did find it in the fields, 


and city of the wood. 
- Ver. 6. Bethlehem Ephratah was the on of David; it was like. 


wiſe the city wherein the Son of David was horn, as the prophet Mi- 
cah had foretold. Chriſtians, as well as Jews, may therefore ſay, Lo 

© we heard of it at Ephratah ;* for there the angel firſt procloimed the 
news of the incarnation to the ſhepherds ; there was * Cound, the true 
tabernacle and temple * not made with hands, the place for IS OV Au, 
the habitation for the mighty God of Jacob.” 


2 We'll go into his tabernacles, 
and at his footitool bow. 

8 Ariſe, O Lord, into thy reſt, 

th' ark of thy ſtrength, and thou. 3 
9 O let thy prieſts be clothed, Lord, 

with truth and right'ouſneſs: 

And let all thaſe that are thy ſaints 
ſhout loud for joyfulneſs. 


Ver. 7. If this were the reſolution of Iſraelites, who ſaw the incar- 
nation only in type and figure, how much more ought it to be ours; 
fince the Word, made fleſh, hath dwelt upon the carth, and the church 
hath been erected among the nations? If they worſhipped the God of 
Ifrael, who then dwelt in the holy of holies between the cherubim, 
mall not we worſhip the divine Perſon, who, though aſcended up on 
kigh above all heavens, yet hath aſſured us, that where two or three 
' te gathered together in his name, there is he in the midſt of them? 
Ver. 8. See Numb. x. 35. 36. and 2 Chron. vi. 41, 42. The pur- 
port of the petition was, that the preſence of Jenovan might reſt u- 
pon Zion, and dwell in the houſe prepared for it, as the ſame preſence 
hath fince dwelt in Chriſt, and is to be with the Chriſtian church to 
the end of the world. | : 


10 For thine own ſervant David's fake, . 
do not deny thy grace, 
Nor of thine own enointed one 
turn thou away the face. 
1x The Lord in truth to David ſware, 
he will not turn froan it, 
I of thy body's fruit will make 
upon thy throne to ſit. 


Ver. 10. Solomon beſcecheth God, ſor the ſeke of bits favourite ſers 
vant David, and the promiſes made to him and his ſeed, that he would 
not deny the requeſt of David's ſon, now anointed” to be king over 
Urael, and, by ſo doing, confound, put him to ſhame, or © turn away 
* his face,” A Chriſtian aſketh nothing, but in the name, and for the 
fake of the Son of David, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, in whom all the pro- 
miſes are yea and Amen, and in whom whoſoever belicveth ſhall ne- 
ver be confounded, or denied that which is really good aud profitable 
dor him to receive, | 5 


Ver. 11. 


%. 
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Ver. 11. This promiſe to David occurs, 2 Sam. vii. 12. and hath a 


twofoid ſenſe, relating to Solomon in type and ſhadow, to Chriſt in 
truth and ſubſtance. | 


12 My cov'nant if thy ſons will keep, 
and laws to them made known; 


Their children then ſhall alſo fit - 3778 . 
for ever on thy throne. | 
13 For God of Zion hath made choice; POLOS 


'* there he deſires to dwell. 
14 This is my relt ; here till PI ſtay, 
for I do like it well. 


Ver. 13, & 14. How ineffable is the love of God to man; that he 
mould uſe ſuch expreſſions as theſe concerning his church! gr 


15 Her food PII greatly bleſs : her poor 
with bread will fatisfy. 
16 Her prieſts Ill cloathe with health: her ſaints 
ſhall ſhout forth joyfully. 
17 And there will I make David's horn 
to bud forth pleaſantly: 
For bim that mine anointed is 
a lamp ordain'd have I. 


Ver. 15, & 16. That city, in which the King of heaven deigns to 
place his throne, can want no manner of thing that is good. There 
will be always plenty of proviſion fos.the body and for the ſoul. The. 
poor will be fatisfied with bread, and to the poor in ſpirit will be gi- 
ven the bread of eternal life. Salvation will God appeint for a walt 
and a bulwark around the prieſts and the temple; joy and gladne ſs 
mall be heard within, thankſgiving and the voice of melody. What 
à dreadſul reverſe of all this do we behold in the preſent ſtate of the 
once glorious, but now deſolated earthly Jeruſalem ! Let not any na- 
tion, however highly privileged, after what has. happened to that city, 
be high minded, bat let all fear, | 

Ver. 17. * There, namely in Jeruſalem, will I make the regal pow- 
er and majeſty of David to put forth itſelf afreih in his royal ſucceſ. 
« ſors, till the great Prince, the Meſſiah, appear.“ Then will the Horn 
of ſalvation be raiſed up in the houſe of David, to ſubdue the empires 
of the world, and to vanquiſh all oppoſition ; then ſhall the Branch of 
123 into beauty and glory upon the earth; then ſhall the 

amp of Iſrael become a Sun of Righteouſneſs, burning and ſtuning wich 


luſtre inextinguiſhable, to all eternity. | 

18 As with a garment I will cloathe 

with ſhame his en'mies all: 

But yet the crown that he doth wear 
Apon him flouriſn ſhall. 
Ver. 18. It is here predicted, that God would blaſt and bring to no- 

thing every deſign formed to deſtroy the houſe of David, until King 
Ec 3 Meſſia 
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Meſſiah ſhould ariſe out of it, to fit upon the throne of his Father. In 
him all the promiſes centre, and the kingdom is eſtabliſhed for ever. 
His enemies,“ who will not have him to reign over them, ſhall, at 
the laſt day, be cloathed. with ſhame, and everlaſting confuſion ; 


© but upon himſelf ſhall his crown flouriſh,” filling heaven and earth 
with the brightneſs of its glory. 


| PSALM CXXXIII. 
x DEho!d, how good a thing it is, 
and how becoming well, 
Together ſuch as brethren are 
in unity to dwell. | 
2 Like precious ointment on the head, 
that down the beard did flow, 
Ev'n Aaron's beard, and to the ſkirts 
did of his garments go. | 


Ver. 1. Many things are good, which are not pleaſant; and many 
pleaſant, which are not good. But unity among brethren is produc- 
tive both of profit and pleaſure. Of profit, becauſe therein conſiſteth 
the welfare and ſecurity of the ſociety ; of pleaſure, becauſe mutual 
love is the ſource of delighr, and the happineſs of one becomes, in 
that caſo, the happineſs of all. But above all, how amiable and pre- 
cious Chriſtian unity is, appears from that divine prayer, John xvii. 
That they all may be one, as thou, Father, art in me, and 1 in thee 
that they alſo may be one in us: that the world may helie ve that 
thou haſt ſent me. And the glory which thou gaveſt me, I have gi- 
« ven them; that they may be one, even as we are one, I in them, and 
thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world 
may know that thou haſt ſent me, and haſt loved them, as thou haſt 
loved me.” | 
Ver. 2, & 3. The Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit of heavenly love, was that 
oll of gladneſs which Jenovan . without meaſure on Him who 
is the High Prieſt and Head of his church. Iaſinuating and healing, 
comforting and exhilarating, it is diffuſed from him over his body miſ- 
tical, even down to the leaſt and loweſt members and the houſe is 
filled with the odour of the ointment.“ Nor did the dew of heaven, 
in time of drought, ever prove more refteſiing and beneficial to the 
mountains of Judah, than are the fluences of grace, when deſcending 
in ſoit ſilenee from above upon the church; in the union and commu- 
pion of which, God hath * commanded the blcfling, even life for ever. 
more.“ O come the day, when diviſion ſhall ceaſe, and enmity be 
done away; when the tribes of the ſpiritual Iſrael ſhall be united in a 
bond of eternal charity, under the true David, in the Jeruſalem which 
is above; and ſaints and angels ſhall ſing this lovely Pſalm Together! 


3 As Hermon's dew, the dew that doth 

on Zion hills deſcend : | 
For there the bleſſing God commands, 
life that ſhall never end. 
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1 PEbold, bleſs ye the Lord, all ye 


that his attendants are, 
Ev'n ye that in God's temple be, 
and praiſe him nightly there. 
2 Your hands within God's holy place 
lift up, and praiſe his name. 
3 From Zion-hill the Lord thee bleſs, 
that heav'n and earth did frame. 


Ver. 1, & 2. True Chriſtians are the redeemed of the Lord, redeem- 
ed from the guilt and dominion of fin, delivered out of the hands of 
their enemies, the world, the fleſh, and the devil, that thcy may be- 
come the ſervants of Chriſt. He hath built his church, and in it he 
wills that men pray, lifting up holy hands, and that they offer the ſa- 
crifices of thankſgiving. * Behold,” therefore, * bleſs the Lord Jeſus, 
* all ye ſervants of his;' bleſs him in the chearful and buſy hours of 
day; bleſs him in the ſolemn and peaceſul watches of the night; ma- 
king melody, even then, in your hearts at leaſt, if not with your voices. 

Ver. 3. The two preceding verſes ſeem directed to the prieſts of 
the temple. This third verſe is therefore returned, as from the prieſts. 
And thus it is, that prayers and praiſes, which by grace -are cauſed to 
aſcend from our hearts to God, will return in the benedictions of hea. 


ven upon our ſouls and bodies, our perſons and our familics, our church 
and our country. | | 
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I PRaiſe ye the Lord, the Lord's name praiſe, 
his ſervants, praiſe ye God. 

2 Who ſtand in God's houſe, in the courts 
| of our God make abode. 
3 Praiſe ye the Lord, for he is good, 

unto him praiſes ting : 

Sing praiſes to his name, becauſe hy 
it is a pleaſant thing. 


— K 2 


Ver. I, 2, & 3. All the ſervants of God are repeatedly, as in the 
foregoing Plalm, excited to praiſe their bleſſed Maſter. Two reaſons 
are aſſigned, why they ſhould do this. Firſt, the goodnefs of that maf- 
ter, and ſecondly, the pleaſantneſs of the employment. The latter of 
theſe reaſons hath a natural and neceſſary dependence on the former. 
A ſenſe of the divine mercy will tune their hearts and yoices to praiſe, 
While they are upon earth, they too often find themſelves indiſpoſed 
for the duty of thankſgiving, becauſe the concerns of the body, the 
cares and pleaſures of life, exiinguiſh, for a time, this ſenſe in them. 
In the inhabitants of heaven, who behold God without the veil of mat- 
ter interpoſed, it is always lively and active; and therefore, they reſt 
not day or night from ſinging hallelujahs, nor ceaſe one moment to 
rejoice in God their Saviour, | 


4 For 
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4 For Jacob to himſelf the Lord 
did chuſe of his good pleaſure, 
And he hath choſen Ifracl  _ 
for his peculiar treaſure. 
5 Becauſe I know aſſuredly 
the Lord is very great, 2 
And that our Lord above all gods 
in glory hath his ſeat. 


Ver 4, & 5. A third reaſon why the children of 1ſrael ſhould praiſe 
the name of ]Jexnovan was the circumftance of their having been ſe· 
le&ed from among the nations to be his church, to receive the law and 
the promiſes, to have his preſence refiding in the midſt of them, and 
to be the guardians of the true faith and worſhip, And a fourth rea- 
ſon was theſuperiority of IBV their God over the gods of the hea» 
then, and conſequently over thoſe who worſhipped them; from whence 
followed this comfortable inference, that he was able to protect and 


to defend his people againſt every enemy, Shatii not Chriſtians, then, 


praiſe the ſame gracious Lord, who hath choſen them out of the world, 


who hath given unto them his goſpel, who dwelleth in them by his 


Spirit, and who, by that Spirit, maketh them more than conquerors 
ever their ſpiritual adverſaries. | 


6 What thing ſoever pleas'd the Lord, 
that in the heav'n did he, 
And in the earth, the ſeas, and all 
the places deep that be. | 
4 He from the ends of parth doth make 
the vapours to aſcend, 
With rain be lightnings makes, and wind: 
doth from his treaſures ſend, | 
Ver. 7. They who in old time paid their devotions to the elements, 


zmagined thoſe elements to be capable of giving or withholding rain 


at pleaſure. Therefore we find the prophet Jeremiah reclaiming that 
power to JEHOVAH, as the God who made and governed the world. 
* Are there any among the Vanities of the Gentiles that can cauſe rain ? 
Or can the Heavens give ſhowers? Art not thou he, O JEHOVAH, our 
* God? Therefore we will wait upon thee : for thou haſt mate all theſe 
* things.” Jer. xiv. 22. Among the Greeks and Romans we meet with 
a Jupiter poſſeſſed of the thunder and the lightning, and an Aolus 
ruling over the winds. The Pſalmiſt teacheth us to reſtore the celeſ- 
tial artillery to its rightful owner. Jeuovan, the God of Iſrael, and 
Creator of the univerſe, contrived the wonderful machinery of light 
and dir, by which vapours are raiſed from the earth, compacted into 
clouds, and diftilled in rain. At his command the winds are ſuddenly 
in motion, ane as ſudden!y at reſt again; we hear the ſound, but can- 
not tell whence they come. or whither they go; as if they were taken 
ſrom ſecret ftor--houtes of the Almighty, and then laid up, till their 
ſervice was cegdbired again. It is 1 great inſtance of the divine ifdom 
and goodneſs, that lightning ſnould be accompanied by rain; to ſoften 


* 
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its rage, and prevent its miſchievous effects. Thus, in the midſt of 
judgment, does God remember mercy. The threatnings in his word 
againſt ſinners are like lightning ; they would blaſt and ſcorch us up, 
were it not for his promiſes made in the ſame word to pevitents, which, 


as a gracious rain, turn aſide their futy, refreſhing and comforting our 
afirighted ſpirits. —- 


8 Egypt's firſt-born, from man to beaſt, 
© who ſmote. Strange tokens he 
On Pharaoh and his ſervants ſent, 
Egypt, in midſt of thee. 1 
to He ſmote great nations, flew great kings: 
Sihon of Heſhbon king, 
And Og of Bathan, and to nougbt 
did Canaan's kingdoms bring : ws 
Ver. 8, & 9. Egypt was the theatre of tho grand conteſt between 
the God of liracl and the gods of the heathen. The ſuperiority of the 
former over the latter was ſhewn in every poſſible way by the miracles 
of Moſes, which demonſtrated all the powers of nature to be under the 
dominion of I HOVAR, and to act at his command, ſo that, inſtead of- 
being able to protect, they were made to torment and deſtroy their 


deluded votaries. See more on Pſal. IXxvili. 44, Oc. The objects of a 


man's ſin frequently become, in the end, the inſtruments of hie puniſh- 
ment. ; 


5 
12 And for a wealthy heritage 
their pleaſant land he gave, 
An heritage which Iſrael, 
his choſen folk, ſnould have. 
13 Thy name, O Lord, thall tilt endure, 
and thy memorial | 
With honour thall continu'd b 
to generations all. 


Ver. 10, It, & 12. Iſrael therefore conquered, becauſe Jeuovan 
fought for them, and put them in poſſeſſion of that good land, when 
the iniquity of. its old inhabitants was full, and cried to heaven for ven- 
geance, The enemies we have to eucounter, in our way to the promi- 
led inheritance, will alſo, if vigorouſly oppoſed, fall before us. The 
kingdom of heaven ſuff-reth violence, and the violent take it by 
force.“ But it is God who fighteth for us, and with us; who giveth us 
the victory, and putreth us in poſſeſſion, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

Ver. 13, & 14. By the deſtruction of Pharach, with his Egyptians, 
and by the battles and victories of Joſhua ; much more, by the over- 
throw of the ſpiritual Pharaoh, with his infernal hoſt, and by the battles 
and victories of the true Joſhua, [exovau hath gotten him glory, and 
his name is magnified in the church, from age to age. | 


14 For why the right'ous God will judge 
his people rightouſly ; 
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Concerning thoſe that do him ferve 
himſelf repent will he. 
125 The idols of the nations 
of ſilver are and gold; 
And by the hands of men is made 
their faſhion and mould. 


16 Mouths have they, but they do not ſpeak : 
f eyes, but they do not ſee: 
— 17 Ears have they, but hear not; and in 

their mouths no breathing be. 

18 Their makers ere like them: ſo are 

= all that on them rely. 

19 O Iſra'Ps houſe, bleſs God: bleſs God, 

O Aaron's family. 


Ver. 15, 16, 17, & 18. In theſe verſes is ſet forth the differente be- 
tween the God of Iſrael and the idols of the nations, as alſo between 
the worſhippers of each ; all rending to confirm the truth of what was 


aſſerted, verſe 5. | know that the Lond is great, and that our LoRD 
is above all gods.” | 


20 O bleſs the Lord, of Levi's houſe, 
ye who his ſervants are; | 
And bleſs the holy name of God, 
all ye the Lord that fear. 
21 And bleſſed be the Lord our Gd 
from Zion's holy hill, 
Who dwelleth at Jeruſalem.” 
The Lord, O praiſe ye ſtill. | 
Ver. 19, 20, & 2r. He who proved himſelf ſuperior to the objects 
of ancient idolatry, is no leſs ſuperior to every object on which deluded 
man can place his affections. Let all therefore who know His bleſſed 


name, bleſs and praiſe him in the temple here below, until they ſhall 
be admitted to do it for evermore in that which is above. 
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23 1 S thanks to God, for good is he: 


for mercy hath he ever. : 
2 Thanks to the God of gods give ye: 
for his. grace faileth never. 
3 Thanks give the Lord of lords unto: 
for mercy hath he ever. 
4 Who only wonders great can do: 
for his grace faileth never. 


ks.” 
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Ver. I, 2, & 3. We are called upon to praiſe Jeuovan, firſt, for 
his own eſſential attributes; then, for che exertion of thoſe attributes 
in his works. | 

Ver. 4. All the works of God are wonderful,” and ſpeak him 
© alone? to have been their author. The eſtabliſhed courſe of the world 
is in reality no leſs admirable, than are thoſe extraordinary interpofi- 
tions of Omnipotence, whereby it hath been ſometimes interrupted and 


ſuſpended. 


5 Who by his wiſdom made heav'ns high: 
_ for mercy hath he ever. p 
6 Who ſtretch'd the earth above the ſea : 
for his grace faileth never. 
7 To Him that made the great lights ſhine : 
for mercy hath he ever. 
8 The ſun to rule till day decline: 
for his grace faileth never. 


Ver. 5, & 6. The heavens above, and the earth beneath, declare the 
wiſdom of their 2 Maker, and proclaim aloud, to an intelligent ear. 
the divinity of the hand that formed them. The bright and ample 


circumference of heaven, the variegated ſurface of the earth, and the 


profuſion of good things that diſtinguiſh the ſeaſons, contaminated as 
they all have been by man's tranſgreſſion, even now yield a proſpect 
which 2nnihilates all human grandeur. What idea, then, are we to 
frame of thoſe new heavens and earth, from which fin and corruption 
are excluded, and where Righteouſneſs hath fixed her eternal throne ? 
9 The moon and ſtars to rule by night: 
for mercy hath he ever. | ; 
10 Who Egypt's firſt-born kill'd outright : 
for his grace faileth never: 
11 And Iſra'l brought from Egypt land: 
for mercy hath he ever. 7 
12 With ſtretch'doutarm, and with ſtronghand: 
for his grace faileth never. 


13 By whom the Red Sea parted was : 
for mercy hath he ever. 

14 And thro' its midſt made Iſra'l paſs : 
for his grace faileth never. 

15 But Pharoah and his hoſt did drown ; 
for mercy hath he ever. 

16 Who thro' the deſert led his own : 
for his grace faileth never. 


15 To him great kings who overthrew : 
for he hath mercy ever. 


18 Yea, 
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18 Yea, famous kings in battle flew: 
for his grace faileth never. 
19 Ev'n Sihon, king of Amorites : 
for he hath mercy ever : 
20 And Oz, the king of Baſhanites : 
for his grace faileth never. 


21 Their land in heritage to have: 
| (for mercy hath he ever.) 
22 His ſervant Iſra'l right he gave: 
for his grace faileth never. 
23 In our low ſtate who on us thought: 
for he hath mercy ever. 
24 And from our foes our freedom wrought : 
for his grace faileth never. 


Ver. 10.— 24. From the works of Creation the Pſalmiſt proceeds to 
thoſe of Providence and Grace. He celebrates that mercy which reſ- 
cued lirael from oppreſſion, brought them out of the houſe of bondage, 
divided the ſea to make a way for them, ſupported and conducted them 
i through a waſte howling wildernefs, cruſhed the might and power of 
thoſe who oppoſed them, and at length ſettled them in the inheritance 
1 promiſed to their fathers. Eternal mercy hath in Chriſt Jeſus realized 
| all theſe figures, and accompliſhed the great redemption, thus foreſha- 
8 dowed of old. When Chriſtians conſider how God has thus remem- 
1 * bered them in their low eftare,”* and thus © redeemed them from their 
| enemies, can they be weary, of repeating, * For his mercy endureth 
1 for ever?” | | | 


25 Who doth all fleſh with food relieve : 
for he hath mercy ever. 
i 26 Thanks to the God of heaven give : 
for his grace faileth never. 


Ver. 25, & 26. The ſame bounty, which, in the natural world, pro- 
videth proper nutriment for every creature, hath alſo provided, for 
periſhing ſouls, the bread of eternal life, i 


Another of the ſame. 


I 13 God, for he is kind: 
| His mercy laſts for ay. 
2 Give thanks with heart and mind 
To God of gods alway : 

For certaialy 
His mercies dure 
Moſt firm and ſure 
Eternally. 


bw (þ py & & 0,05 


10 


PSALM CXXXVI. 
3 The Lord of lords praiſe ye, 
Whoſe mercies ftill endure, 
4 Great wonders only He 
Doth work by his great pow'r: 
For certainly, &c. 


5 Which God omnipotent, 


By might and wiſdom high, 

The heav'n and firmament 

Did frame, as we may ſee: 
For certainly, &c. 


6 To Him who did outſtretch 
This earth ſo great and wide, 
Above the water's reach 
Making it to abide: 

For certainly, &c. 


7 Great lights he made to be; 
For his grace laſteih a5 
3 Such as the ſun we ſee, 
To rule the lightſome day: 
For certainly, &c. 


Alſo the moon ſo clear, | 

Which ſhineth in our ſight, 

The itars that do appear, 

To guide the darkſome night: 
For certainly, &c. 


10 To Him that Egypt ſmote, 
Who did his meſſage ſcorn 
And in his anger hot 
Did kill all their firſt-born : 

For certainly, &c. 


21 Thence Iſra'l out he brought: 
For his grace laſteth ever. 
12 With a ſtrong hand he wrought 
And ſtretch'd-out arm deliver: 
For certainly &c. 


13 The ſca hu cut in two: 
For his grace laſte th till. 


F F 14 And 
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14 And through its midſt to go 


Made his own Iſrael: 
For certainly, &c. 


1 5 But overwhelm'd and loſt 

Was proud king Pharaoh, 

With all his mighty hoſt, 

And chariots there alſo ; 
For certainly, &c. 


16 To Him who pow'rfully 
His choſen people led, 
Ev'n through the deſert dry, 
And in that place them fed: 
For certainly, &c. 


17 To Him great kings who ſmote : 
For his grace hath no bound. 
13 Who flew, and ſpared not 
EKings famous and renown'd : 
For certainly, &c. 


19 Sihon, tn' Amo'rites king; 
For his grace laſteth ever. 
20 Og alſo, who did reign 
The land of Baſhan over : 
For certainly, cc. 


21 Their land by lot he gave: 
For his grace faileth never. 
22 That Iſra'l might it have 
In heritage for ever: 
For certainly, &c. 


23 Who hath remembered 
Us, in our low eſtate: 
24 And us delivered 
From foes which did us hate: 
For certainly, &c. q 


25 Who to all fleſh gives food ; 


For his grace faileth never. 


26 Give thanks to God moſt good, 


The God of heav'n for ever: 
For certainly, &c. 


PSALM CXXXVII. 
1 NY Babel's ſtreams we fat, and wept, 
when Zion we thought on : 
2 In midſt thereof we hang'd our harps 
the willow-trees upon. 
3 For there a ſong required they 
who did us captive bring. 
Our ſpoilers cal d for mirth, and ſaid, 
A. ſong of Zion ling. 

Ver. 1. Beſides the uſe which may be made of this Pſalm by any 
church, when, literally, in a ſtare of captivity, there is a ſenſe in which 
it may be uſed by all the people of God. For Zion is, in fcripture, 
the ſtanding type of heaven, as Babylon is the grand figure of the 
world, the ſeat of con ſuſion. Well, therefore, may the believer ſay, O 
Zion. thou holy and beautiful city, the temple of the Lamb, the habi- 
tation of the bleſſed, rhe feat of delight, the land of the living, when 
fnall 1 behold thee ? when ſhall I epter thy gates with thankſgiving, 
and thy courts with praiſe? The hope of a return to thee is my only 
comfort in this vale of tears, where I am and will be a mourner till my 
captivity be brought back, and my ſorrow be turned into joy. 

4 O how the Lord's ſong ſhall we ſing 
within a foreign land ? 

5 If thee, Jeru?lem, I forget, 
{kill part from my right hand. | 

6 My tongue to my mouth's roof let cleave, 
if I do thee forget, | 

Jeruſalem, and thee above 

my chief joy do not ſet. 

Ver. 5. & 6. The thoughts and affections of true penitents, both in 
proſperity and adverfity, are fixed upon their heavenly country and 
city; they had rather be deprived of their powers and faculties, than 


of the will to uſe them aright ; and the hope of glory, hereaſter to bo 
revealed in the church, is the flower and crown of their joy. 


7 Remember Edom's children, Lord, 
who in Jeruslem's day, 
Ev'n unto its foundation 
Raze, raze it quite, did ſay. 
8 O daughter thou of Babylon, 
near to deſtruction, | 
Bleſt ſhall he be that thee rewards, 
as thou to us haſt done. 


Ver. 7. Edom is charged with this unnatural behaviour, and threa- 
tened for it, by God himſelf, in the prophecy of Obadiah, verſe 10. He. 
* For thy violence againſt thy brother Jacob, ſhame ſhall cover thee, 
* aud thou ſhalt be cut off for — Thou ſhouldeſt not have looked 

— on 
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© en the day of thy brother, in the day that he became a ſtranger; 
* neither ſhouldeſt thou have rejoiced over the children of Judah in the 
day of their deſtruction As thou haſt done, it ſhall be done unto 


* thee, thy rewaid ſhall return upon thine own head but upon mount 
Zion ſhall be deliverance, and there ſhall be holineſs, and the houſe 
© of Jacob ſhall poſſeſs their poſſeſſions.“ It may be obſerved, that the 
Jews atterward acted the ſame part toward the Chriſtian church, which 
the Edomites had acted toward them, encouraging and ſtirring up the 
Gentiles to perſecute and deſtroy it from off the face of the earth. And 
we ſee what hath been the conſequence. 

Ver. 8, & 9. Evil thoughts are the brood of Babylon, Hippy the 
man who 4aſheth them againſt the ſpiritual rock. N 


9 Yea, happy ſurely ſhall he be, 
thy tender little ones | 


Who ſhall lay hold upon, and them t 
{hall daſh againſt the ſtones, l 
PSALM CXXXVIII. 
x T HEE will I praiſe with all my heart, 
I will ſing praiſe to thee | 
2 Before the gods, and worthip will 
toward thy ſanctu'ary. 
VII praiſe thy name, ev'n for thy truth, 
and kindneſs of thy love: | 
For thou thy word haſt magnify'd 
all thy great name above. 

Ver. 1. & 2. The Chriſtian church cannot find ſtronger and more P 
emphatical terms, in which to expreſs her ſenſe of the greateſt of all wy 
mercies, Redemption by the reſurrection of Jeſus from the dead, and G 
Ins cxaltation * above every name that is named in heaven.“ - 

3 Thou didſt me anſwer in the day T. 

when I to thee did cry; * 

And thou my fainting ſoul with ſtrength 5 
didſt ſtrengtlien inwardly. 

4 All kings upon the earth that are, 

ſhall give thee praiſe, O Lord, 


When as they from thy mouth ſhall hear 
thy true and faithful word. 


Ver. 3, 4, & 5. From this part of the pſalm it appears to be a pro- 
phetical one. The deliverance which it celebrates is of ſuch a nature, 
that when the glad tidings of it ſhould be publiſhed to the world, we 
are told, it ſhould induce the nations, with their princes, to adore J£- 
HOVAH, to walk in his ways, and to chant forth his praiſes, The call 
of the Gentiles to the golpel is here foretold in words which cannot be 
miſtaken, and the redemption of the church, in Chriſt her, Head, 1 
ſpoken of as the ſubjeR of thankſgiving among the kings of the 5 
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5 Yea, in the right'ous ways of God 
with gladneſs they ſhall ſing: 
For preat's the glory of the Lord, 
who doth for ever reign. 
6 Though God be high, yet he reſpects 
all thoſe that lowly be: 
Whereas the proud and lofty ones 
afar off knoweth he. | 
Ver. 6. It is ſaid of our bleſſed Lord, that © becauſe he humbled him- 
* ſelf, therefore God highly exalted him :* and the great potentates of 
the world muſt tread in his ſleps, it they gelle be exalted with him. 


As to the proud, God knoweth' and he deteſfeth them; he beholdeth 
and keepeth them at a * diſtance.” 


7 Though I in midſt of trouble walk, 
I life fro:n thee ſhall have; 
*Gainſt my foes wrath thou'lt ſtretch thine bend, 
thy right hand ſhall me five, 
8 Surely that which concerneth me 
the Lord will perfect make: 
Lord, ſtill thy mercy laſts, do not 
thine own bands works forſake. 


Ver. 7. Yes, bleſſed Lord, we believe that this ſaying of thy holy 
Pialmiſt will be verified to every child of thine; even as it was to him, 
ard to thy Son Jeſus, in whoſe perſon he might ſpeak ir, as a prophet. 
Great indeed, were the * troubles,” in the midſt of which the true 
David © walked' up and down amongſt us. Hz carried all our ſorrows, 
becauſe he bare all our fins. * Yet didſt thou revive him ;' thou didſt 
Taiſe him from the dead, and exalt him to thy throte in heaven, where 
he ever liveth to make interceſſion for us, that we, who, in the days of 
our flcſh, do alſo walk-in the midſt of trouble, may be revived by thy 
Spirit, the giver of life and holineſs. 

Ver, 8. In troublous times, and the days of afllition, we muſt look 
back on that which God hath already done for us, and from thence 
draw an argument, that he wills perfect' that which remains, and not 
cave his work unfiniſhed. 


* 
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I 0 Log, thou haſt meſearch*d and known. 
Thou know'tt my ſitting down 


And riſing up; yea, alt my thoughts 5-2 


afar to thee are known. 
3 My tootſteps, and my lying down, 
thou compaſſcth always: 


3 1 Thou 


as # At 


Thou alſo moſt entirely art 
„ acquaint with all my ways. 


4 For in my tongue, before I ſpeak, 

not any word can be, - 
But altogether, lo, O Lord, 

it is well known to thee. 

5 Behind, before, thou haſt beſet, 
and laid on me thine hand, 

6 Such knowledge is too ſtrange for me; 
too high to underſtand. 


Ver. 1=6, The Pſalm employeth a beautiful variety of expreſſions 
to denote his faith in the omnipreſence and omniſcience of Jenovan. 
How ſhould a ſenſe of his continual intimate preſence, deter from fin! 
The faints in heaven fin not. They always walk in the preſence, and 
behold the face of God. | 

| 7 From thy Spirit whither ſhall I go? 

or from thy preſence fly ? 

8 Aſcend I heav'n, lo, thou art there: 
there, if in hell I lie. 

9 Take J the morning's wings, and dwell 
in-utmoſt parts of ſea : 

10 Ev'n there, Lord, ſhall thy hand me lead, 

thy right hand hold ſhall me. 


11 If I do fay that darkneſs ſhall 
me cover from thy ſight ; 
Then ſurely ſhall the very night 
about me be as light. 
12 Yea, darkneſs hideth not from thee z 
but night doth ſhine as day,; 
To thee the darkneſs and the light 
are both alike alway. 

Ver. 5—22. The ſame conſideration vhich ſhould reſtrain us from 
fin; ſhould alſo encourage us to work righteouſneſs, and comfort us 
under all our ſorrows ; namely, the thought, that we are never out of 
the ſight and protection of our Maker. The piety and charity which 


are practiſed in cottages; the labour and the pain which are patiently 
endured in the field, and on the bed of fickneſs; all are under the in- 


and all we fuffer, as becometh Chriſtians. He who, for our ſakes, cauſed 
his Son to deſcend from heaven to the lower parts of the earth, and 
from thence to aſcend to heaven again, will watch over, preſerve, and 
re- aſſemble the parts of our bodies, though diſſolved in the grave, 
buried in the ocean, or diſperſed to the four winds, | 


— * . 
— —— 7 ͤũ  — — 
9 


13 Fox 


ſpection of Ir nov AU, and are noted down by Him. He ſces all we do, 
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13 For thou poſſeſſed haſt my reins, 
and thou haſt cov'red me, 
When I within my mother's womb 
incloſed was by thee. _ 
14 Thee will I praite, for fearfully 
and ſtrangely made I am : 
Thy works are marv'lous, and right well 
my ſoul doth know the fame. 

Ver. 13, & 14. It was He who! covered us in the womb, or, as it is 
elſewhere expreſſed, Job x. 11. who * clothed us with fkin and fleſh, 
© and fenced us with bones and ſinews.“ A work fo aſtoniſhing, that 
before the Pſalmiſt proceeds in his deſcription of it, he cannot help 
breaking forth in rapture at the thought; I will praiſe thee, for I am 
« fearfully and wonderlully made.“ | 

15 My ſubſtance was not hid from thee, 
when as in ſecret I 
Was made; and in earth's loweſt parts 
was wrought moſt curiouſly, 
16 Thine eyes my ſubſtance did behold, 
yet being unperfect, 
And in the volume-of thy book 
my members all were writ ; | 

Ver. 15, & 16. The reformation of our corrupted and diſſolved 
bodies, which is to be wrought, at the laſt day, in the womb of the 
earth, in order to their new birth, will crown all the works of the Al- 
night y. 

Which after in continuance 
were faſhion'd ev'ry one, 

When as they yet all ſhapeleſs were, 
and of them there was none. 

17 How precious alſo are thy thoughts, 

O gracious God, to me | 

And in their ſum how paſſing great, 
and numberleſs they be! 


Ver. 17, & 18. The mercies of heaven in the redemption of the 
church, by the ſufferings and exaltation of the true David, according 
to the divine decree concerning him how precious are they to be- 
lievers! How great is the ſum, how far exceeding all human arithmetic 
to number them! Let chem be to us the conſtant ſubjects of contem- 
plation, admiration, and tharkſgiving, day and night; and let death, 
that laſt fleep, find us engaged in an employment, which when we as 
wake, and ariſe irom the grave, we all xglume; and proſecute to eter - 
Wy, in the preſence of Gods | | 
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13 If I ſhould count them, than the ſand 
they more in number be: 
What time foever I awake, 
I ever am with thee. 
19 Thou, Lord wilt ſure the wicked ſlay :; 
hence from me bloody men. 
20 Thy foes againit thee loudly ſpeak, 
and take thy name in vain. 


21 Do not I hate all thoſe, O Lord, 
that hatred bear to thee ? Ky 
With thoſe that up againſt thee riſe 
can I but grieved be? 
22 With perfect hatred them I hate: 
my foes I them do hold. 
23 Search me, O God, and know my heart: 
try me, my thoughts untold ; 

Ver. 21, & 22. A faithful ſervant hath the ſame intereſts the ſame 
friends, the ſame enemies, with his Maſter, whoſe cauſe and honour 
he is, upon all occaſions, in duty bound to ſupport and maintain. A 
good man hates, as God himſel! doth ; ke hates not the perſons of men, 
but their fins; not what God made them, but what they have made 
themſelves. We are neither to hate the men, on account of the vices 
they practiſe; nor to love the vices, for the ſake of the men wao prae- 
tiſe them. 

Ver. 23, & 24. He concludes with a petition, that his proceedings, 
and even his thoughts, might be {till ſcrutinized by his Maker, in or- 
der to their perfect purification from any evil which might be in them, 
or adhere to them. Should the hotteſt farnace of adverſity be ſound 
neceſſary to purge the droſs from the filver, he refuſeth not to be diſſol- 


ved in it, andjnew-formed, ſo that he might only become à. veſſel of 
konour, fitted for the maſter's uſe. | 


24 And fee if any wicked way 
there be at all in me, 
And in thine everlaſting way 
to me a leader be. 


Fe ADLM. CXxL. 
x ORD, from the ill and froward man 
give me deliverance : N 
And do thou ſafe preſerve m- from 
the man of violence. | 
2 Who in their heart miſchievous things 
are meditaling Ever 3 
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And they for war aſſembled are 


continually together. 


Ver. 1, & 2. Had we no enemies without, there are thoſe within, 
who are ever fighting and troubling us. We cannot put off our Chrit- 
tian armour for a moment in this world, 

3 Much Ike unto a ſerpent's tongue 
their tongues they ſharp do make; 
And underneath their lips there lies 
the poiſon of a ſaake. 
4 Lord, keep me from the wicked's hands, 
from violent men me ſave, 
Who utterly to overthrow 
my goings purpos'd have. 

Ver. 3. Theſe are a generation of vipers,” the brood of the old 
Serpent, that grand accuſer and calumniator of the brethren, having 
under their tongues a bag of * poiſon,” conveying inſtant death to the 
repuration on which they faſten. Thus David was hunted as a rebel, 
Chriſt was crucified as a blaſphemer, and the primitive Chriſtians were 
tortured as guilty of rhe vileſt crimes, 

Ver. 4, & 5. Such was the conduct of the Jews, with regard to the 
Son of David. And O how refined the policy, how unwearied the ap- 
plication of our ſpiritual adverfaries, to overthrow our goings” in the 
path of life and ſalvaiion ; to circumvent, and to deſtroy us for ever! 
How are * the ſnares, the nets, and the gins, placed for us, by that 
cunning and experienced artiſt, who takes care that nothing ſhould ap- 
pear in view, but the alluring bairs' of honour, pleaſure, and profit, 
while of the toils we have no notice, till we find ourſcives entangled 
and caught in them. Who ſhall preſerve us thus walking in the midſt 
of dangers? He to whom the Pfalmiſt in the following verſes, preter» 
teth lus prayer, and tcacheth us to do likewiſe. | 


5 The proud for me a ſnare have hid, 
and cords, yea, they a net 
Have by the way-ſide for me ſpread : 
they pins for me have ſet. 
6 I (aid unto the Lord, 'Thou art 
my God : unto the cry 
Of all my ſupplications, 
Lord, do thine ear apply. 


7 O God, the Lord, who art the ſtrength 
of my ſalvation ; | 
A cov'ring in the day of war 
my head thou haſt put on. 
$ Unto the wicked man, O Lord, 
his withcs do not grant; 


PSALM CXL. 
Nor further thou his ill device, 
leſt they themſelves ſhould vaunt. 


9 As for the head and chief of thoſe 
about that campaſs me, 
Evn by the miſchief of their lips 
let thou them cov'red be. , 
10 Let burning coa s upon them fall, 
them throw in fiery flame; 
And in deep pits, that they no more 
may riſe out of the fame 


Ver. 9, 10, & 11. The prophet, in theſe three verſes, predicted thofe 
zuſt judgments, which heaven will inflict on the flanderers and perſe- 
eutors of the righteous. Let theſe great truths be firmly. rooted in cur 
hearts, and they will keep us ſteady, in the worſt of times, 

11 Let not an evil-ſpeaker be 
on earth eſtabliſhed : 
Miſchief ſhall hunt the vio'lent man 
till he be rvined, 
12 I know God will th' afflicted's cauſe 
| maintain, and-poor mens right. 
13 Surely the juſt ſhall praiſe thy name, 
th' upright dwell in thy ſight. 
Ver. 12, & 1 3. The Almighty is the patron of the injured and op- 
reſſed. He will plead the cauſe of the meck and lowly, who are uſed 

b the world, as their bleſſed Maſter was uſed before them. A day 
will come, when, delivered out of all their troubles, they ſhall give 
© thanks unto thy name, O Lord, and dwell in thy preſence' for e- 
vermore. 
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1 EorD, I unto thee do cry, 
do thou make haſte to me; 
And give an ear unto my voice 

when I cry unto thee, 

2 As incenſe let my prayer be 

directed in thine eyes; 
And the uplifting of my hands 
as th' ev'ning ſacrifice. 


Ver. 1, & 2. The earneſt and repeated ſupplication for help in the 
firſt of theſe verſes, ſufficiently declares the Pſalmiſt to have been, at 
tae time, in a ſituation of the utmoſt diſtreſs, 
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3 Set, Lord, a watch before my mouth, 
keep of my lips the door. 
4 My heart incline thou not unto 

the ills T ſhould abhor. 

To practiſe wicked works with men 
that work iniquity 

And with their delicates my taſte 
let me not ſatisfy. ; 

Ver. 3, & 4. A Chriſtian, living amongſt unbelievers and ſenſualiſts 
in the world, hath abundant reaſon to put up the ſame prayers, and to 
uſe the ſame precautions. 

5, Let him that right'ous is me ſmite, 
it hall a kindneſs be; 
Let him reprove, I ſhall it count 
a precious oil to me: | 
Such ſmiting ſhall not break my head: 
for yet the time ſhail fall, 
When U in their .calamities 
to God pray for them ſhall. 
Ver. 5. The bleſſed effects of reproof, when given and taken as it 
aught to be, are here deſcribed. 
6 When as their judges down ſhall be 
in ſtony places caſt, 
Then ihall they hear my words, for they 
{hall fweet be to their taſte. 
7 About the grave's devouring mouth 
our bones are ſcatt'red round, 
As wood which men do cut and cleave, 
lies ſcatt'red on the ground. 


B But un to thee, O God the Lord, 
mine eyes uplifted be: 
My ſoul do not leave deſtitute, 
my truſt is ſet on thee. 
9 Lord, keep me ſafely from the ſnare 
which they for me prepare, 
And from the ſubtile gins of them 
that wicked workers are. 


ro Let workers of iniquity 
into their own nets fall, 
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Whilſt I do by thine help eſcape 


the danger of them all. 


Ver. 10. So will the devices of all the Chriſtian's enemies be in the 
end turned againſt themſelves ; they ſhall fall and periſh, but he ſhall 
triumph, with his Redeemer, to eternity. 


x 
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1 I W1TH my voice cry'd to the Lord, 
with it made my requeſt. 
2 Pour'd out to him my *plaint ; to him 
my trcuble I exprc ſt, 
When in me was o'erwhelm'd my ſpi'rit, 
then well thou knew'ſt my way: 
Where I did walk, a ſnare for me 
they privily did lay. 
Ver. IT, & 2. The ſtate of David in the cave of Adullam was a tate 
of utter deſtitution. But he had a friend in heaven, into whoſe boſom 
he «© poured forth his complaint,” and told him the fad ſtory of his trou- 
ble and diſtreſs. When danger beſetteth us around, and fear is on eve- 
ry fide, let us follow the example of David, and that of a greater than 
David, who, when Jews and Gentiles conſpired againſt him, and he 
was left all alone in the garden, and on the croſs, gave himſelf unto 
4 I look'd on my right hand, and view'd, 
but none to know me were; 
All refuge failed me; no man 
did for my ſoul ake care. 
5 I cry'd to thee, I ſaid, Thou art 
my refuge, Lord, alone, 
And in the land of thoſe that live, 
thou art my portion. 


Ver. 4. & 5. How affectingly do theſe words deſcribe the deſtitution 
of David in the cave, and that of the Son of David in the day of his 
paſſion, death, and burial ! 

6 Becauſe I am brought very low, 
attend u to my cry: | 45 
Me from my perſecutors ſave, 
who ſtronger are than J. 
7 From priſon bring my ſoul, that I 
thy name may plorify : 
The juſt ſhall compaſs me, when thou 
with me deal'ſt bount'ouſly. | 
* Ver. 6, 
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Ver. 6, & 7. This prayer of David was heard and anſwered; he was 
delivered from his perſecutors, enlarged from his diſtreſs, exalted to 
the throae, and joined by all the tribes of Iſrael. The true David was 
delivered from his ſtronger perſecutors, brought.from the ſepulchre, 
exalted to his heavenly throne, owned and ſubmitted to by the convert- 
ed nations, who became the Iſrael and people of God. And He knows 


how to bring out of priſon the ſoul of the afflicted, 


ww 
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1 Len. hear my pray'r, attend my ſuit; 
and in thy faithfulneſs 
Give thou an anſwer unto me, 
and in thy right'ouſneſs. 
2 Thy ſervant alſo bring thou not 
in judgment to be try'd : 
Becauſe no living man can be 
in thy ſight juſtify'd. 
Ver. 1. When Mary Magdalene waſhed the feet of Chriſt with her 
tears, he knew what the petition was which her foul deſired to have 


granted, and anſwered it accordingly, before it was made in words, 
by ſaying, Thy fins are ſorgiven thee.' Thus it is with the penitent, 


in this Pſalm, who, without mentioning the ſubject of his requeſt, as 


being well known to God, begs that his © prayer and ſupplication may 
pe heard and anſwered,” agreeably to the faithfulnels and righteoul- 


* neſs of JEnovan. 
3 For th' en'my hath purſu'd my ſoul, 

my lfe to ground down tread : 

In darkneſs he hath made me dwell, 
as who have long been dead. 

4 My ſpirit is therefore overwhelm'd 

m me perplexedly : 

Within me is my very heart 
amazed wondroully. 


Ver. 3, & 4. To reſcue the ſinner from his diſconſolate and loſt con- 
dition, our bleſſed Saviour was forſaken on the croſs; * ais ſpirit was 
* overwhelmed within him, and his heart within him was dcfolate ; 
the enemy' was ſuffered to * ſmite his? precious © liſ- down to che 
* ground,” and he © dwelt,” for three days, in darkneſs, as thc * men that 


have been long dead.“ 


5 I call to mind the days of of old, 
to meditate I uſe | 
On all thy works: upon the deeds 
I of thy hands do muſe. 
6 My aands to thee I ſtretch : my ſoul 
thirits as dry land for thee, 
Gg 7 Haſte 


PSALM CXLIII. 
7 Haſte, Lord, to hear, my ſpirit fails, 
hide not thy face from me: 

Ver. 5. When true penitents remember the days of old, and medi. 
tate on all the works of love and mercy which Jznovan hath wrought 
te wards thoſe who were finners like themfelves; while they muſe* on 
ſuch inſtances of his goodneſs, they are led to think, Is he not ſtill the 
ſame gracious God? Will he not do as much for us, as he hath for- 
merly done for others, Let us ariſe, and go to our Father! 

Ver. 6. Prayer is the voice of faith. The ünner who views his fi. 
t uation, and believes, on having conſidered God's works of old, that he 
ſhall be delivered out of it, will ſoon © ſtretch forth his hands,” in ſap» 
Plication to heaven. His ſoul will gaſp and pant aſter that grace and 
mercy which deſcend from above, like the rain in it's ſeaſon, on a par- 
ched and thirſty land” While we recite this verſe, let us not be 
unmindful of Him, whoſe hands were often ſtretched forth in prayer 
for his people, and whoſe ſoul thirſted after our ſalvation, even then, 
when he felt the extremity of bodily thirſt, on the croſs. 

Leſt like to them I do become 
that go down to the duſt. 
8 At morn let me thy kindneſs hear, 
for in thee do l truſt. 
Teach me the way that I ſhould walk, 
T lift my ſoul to thee, 
9 Lord, free me from my foes : I flee 
to thee to cover me. | 

Ver. 8. The penitent prayeth, that he may hear the voice of God's 
© loving kindneſs, ſpeaking pardon and peace to his foul, © in the mor- 
ning, ſpeedily and early, after the long dark night of fear and forrow, 
through which he is paſſing, Nor is he only ſolicitous ſor the forgive- 
neſs of what is paſt, but for ſuture direRion in the courſe of duty ; 
ſhew thou me the way wherein I ſhould walk.” 

Ver 9, & 10. He requeſteth to be fully inſtructed in the “ will” of 
him, whom, as his Lord and his God, he hath determined to ſerve 
and obey. But conſcious of his own inability to do the will of Jenovan, 
even when known, he intreateth the good Spirit of God to lead' him 
out of the mazes of error, and the pollutions of vice, into the pleaſant 
Lad' of truth and holineſs. 


10 Becauſe thou art my God, to do 
thy will do me inſtruct : 
Thy Spi'rit is good, me to the land 
of uprightneſs conduct. 
11 Revive and quicken me, O Lord, 
ev'n for thine own Name's ſake ; 
And do thou, for thy right'ouſneſs, 
my ſoul from trouble take. 


12 And of thy mercy ſlay my foes ; 
let all deſtroyed be 


That 


* 
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That do affli&-my ſoul; for I 
a ſervant am to thee. 


Second Verſion. 


1 On, hear my pray'r, Lord, 

And unto my deſire 

To bow thine ear accord, 

I humbly thee require 

And in thy faithfulneſs 

Unto me anſwer make, 

And in thy right'ouſneſs 

Upon me pity take. 


2. In judgment enter not 
With me thy ſervant poor; 
For why, this well I wot, 
No finner can endure 
The ſight of thee, O God, 
If thou his deeds ſhall try, 
He dare make none abode 
Himſelf to juſtify. 


3 Behold the cruel foe 
Me perſecutes with ſpite, 
My ſoul to overthrow ; 
Yea, he my life down quite 
Unto the ground hath {mote ; 
And made me dwell full low 
In darkneſs, as forgot, 
Or men dead long ago. 


4 Therefore, my ſpirit much vex'd 
O'erwhelm'd is me within: 
My heart right ſore perplex'd, 
And deſolate hath been, 

5 Yet I do call to mind 
What ancient days record : 
Thy works of ev'ry kind 
I think upon, O Lord. 


6 Eo, I do ſtretch my hands 
To thee my help alone, 


Gg2 


For 
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For thou well underſtands 
All my complaint and moan : 
My thirſting ſoul deſires, 
And longeth after thee, 
As thirſiy ground requires 
With rain refreſh'd to be. 


7 Lord, let my pray'r prevail, 


To anſwer it make ſpeed, 
For lo, my ſpirit doth fail: 
Hide not thy face in need; 
Leſt I be like to thoſe 

That do in darkneſs ſit, 

Or him that downward goes 
Into the dreadful pit. 


8 Becauſe I truſt in thee, 


O Lord, cauſe me to hear 
Thy loving kindneſs free, 
When morning doth appear : 
Cauſe me to know the way 
Wherein my path ſhould be; 
For why, my foul on high 

I do lift up to thee. 


9 From my fierce enemy 


In ſafety do me guide: 
Becauſe I flee to thee, 
Lord, that thou may'ſt me hide. 


10 My God alone art thou, 


Teach me thy right'ouſneſs : 
Thy Sprrit's good, lead me to 
The land of uprightneſs. 


11 O Lord, for thy Name's ſake, 


Be pleas'd to quicken me : 
And for thy truth, forth take 
My ſoul from miſery. 


12 And of thy grace deſtroy 


My foes, and put to ſhame 
All whom my ſoul annoy : 
For I thy ſervant am. 
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O BLESSED ever be the Lord, 


who is my ſtrength and might, 
Who doth inſtruft my hands to war, 
my fingers teach to fight. 
2 My goodneſs, fortreſs, my high tow'r, 
deliverer and ſhield. 
In whom I truſt: who under me 
my people makes to yield. 

Ver. 1. Tor ſucceſs in our ſpiritual werfare, we depend on the grace 
of God, which alone can give us wiidom and * ſtrength to have vieto- 
ry, and to tt iu uph agaiuſt fin, the world, and the devil ;” on the Cap 
tain o! our ſalvation, ho fought and overcame by 2 power that was 43 
divine. © JERUVAN taught 11s hands to war, and nis fingers'to fight,” 


5 


And © blciTed,” on that account, be the name of Izuovan, in the &! urch 
for EVCTILUTE, 


3 Lord, what is man, that thou of him 
aolt fo much knowledge take? 
Or fon of man, that thou of him 
ſo great account doſt make? 
4 Man is like vanity : his days 
as ſhadows pats away 
6 Lor.\|,bowtayheav*ns,comedown, touchthou 
the hills, and ſmoke ſhall they. 

Ver. 3, & 4. Such was human nature; but the Sen cf God hath ta- 
ken it upon himſelf, rendered it immortal, and exalied it to keavens 
whicher all will follow him hereaſter, who ſolow him now, 

6 Caſt forth thy lizhining, ſcatter them: 
thin? arrows ſhoot, them rout, 
7 Thine hand ſend from above, me fave, 
from great depths draw me out; 
And fron the hand of children ſtrange : 
8 Whoſe mouth ſpeaks vanity; 
And their right hand is a right hand 
that works deceitfully. 

Ver. 5, 6, 7, & 8. Jeyovan, the God of Ifrael, is intreated once 
mote to app ar in the cauie of h's Anointed ; to po forth, as of old, 
to the battle againſt the enemies of his people, with all the tokens of 
diſpleaſure and venyeance, di.maying and putting to flight theſe © ar- 
* mics of aliens,” In like manner, the church, or myſtical body of 
Chriſt, is inſtant in prayer for the final completion of her hope. She 
withcth ſor the glorious day when her God and Saviour mall bow the 
heavens, ſhall ſcatter the Loft of darkneſs, and deſtroy the antichriſtiau 


powers; and deliver his people from every enemy, and {rom all chat 
hate them, and David thew — 
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9 A new ſong I to thee will ſing, 

Lord, on a pfaltery: _ 
I on a ten-ſtring'd inſtrument, 
will praiſes ſing to thee. 
10 Ev'n he it is that unto kings 
ſalvation doth ſend : 
W do his own ſervant David doth 

from hurtful ſword defend. 


— 


x1 O free me from ſtrange childrens hand, 
wWhoſe mouth ſpeaks vanity; 
And their right hand a right hand is 
that works deceitfully. 
12 That as the plants our ſons may be 
| in youth grown up that are; 
Our daughters like to corner-ſtones, 
carv'd like a palace fair: 


13 That to afford all kind of ſtore, 
our garners may be fill'd; 
That our ſheep thouſands, in our ſtreets 
ten thouſands they may yield: 
14 That ſtrong our oxen be for work; 
that no in- breaking be, 
Nor going out; and that our ſtreets 
may from complaints be free. 


. TI, ra, 13, & 14. Prayer is again wade for a continuarce ot 
30d * and a compleat victory over every enemy; the happy 
C* onſequences of which, in the eſtabliſhment of Iſracl, and the proſperity 
ef Jeruſa! em, are particularly deſcribed, Such temporal ſelicity God 
promied to his płople Iſrael of old, and actually bejitowed on them — 
The good things of this world may fall to the lot of the righteous, who 
zre diſtinguiſhed from the wicked by the uſe which they make of them, 
when given; and by their mcek reſignation of them, when taken away, 
Whatever be the will of God concerning their having or wanting theſe 
eutward comforts, they know that they have, as the faithful ſervants 
of God in every age had before them, greater and more precious pro- 
mifes, a better and an enduring zubſtance, pleaſures that fade not, and 
riches that fly not away, reſerved for them in a heavenly conntry, and 
z city which hath foundations, whole builder and maker is God, The 
Plalmiſt there fore concludes, as in the next verſe. 


15 Thoſe people bleſſed are who be 
in ſuch a caſe as this: 
Yea, bleſſed all thofe people re, 
whoſe God JEHOY AH is. 
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JE thee extol, my God, O King, 

P11 bleſs thy name always. 

2 Thee will I bleſs each day, and will 
thy name for ever praiſe. 

Great is the Lord, much to be prais'd; 
his greatneſs ſearch exceeds. 

4 Race unto race ſhall praiſe thy works, 


and ſhow thy mighty deeds. 

Ver. 1, & 2. Chriſt is our God,“ who hath ſaved us, according to 
nis covenant and promiſe ; he is bur! King, who hath ſet up that uni- 
verſal ane cveriotiing kingdom, foretold by Daniel, and the other pro. 
vhets ; who hath all power in heaven and earth.“ 

Ver. 2, & 3. The + greatneſs of Jenovan, whether we conſider it 
23 relating to his eflence, or his works, is never to be fully comprehend. 
ed, And as the greatneſs of God our Saviour hath no bounds, fo his 
praiſes {ould have no end, nor ſhould the voice of thankſgiving ever 
ceaſe in his church. AS one generation drops it, * another ſhould 
take it vp, and prolong the delightſul ſtrain, till the ſun and the moon 
Hall withdraw their l:ght, and the ſtars be extinguiſhed, 
5 1 of thy glorious majeſty 
the honour will record, 
I'll ſpeak of all thy mighty works 
yhich wondrous are, O Lord. 
6 Men of thine acts the might ſhall ſhow, 
thine acts that dreadful are ; 
And I, thy glory to advance, 
thy greatneſs will declare. 


Ver. 5,6, & 7. Thoſe works of God, which demand te be celebratedby 
the tongues of men, are here divided iuto three kinds. Firſt, ſuch as de- 
clarc his glory, and excite our admiration, whenever we behold them. Of 
tlas fort arc th. mining frame of the heavens, and all the bodies which 
move therein; the carth, with its furniture without, and its contents 
within; the magnificent and ſtupendous ocean, which flows around it; 
the different tribes of animals inhabiting both the one and the other ; 
and above all, the conſtruction of man, the lord of this lower world. 
Under the ſecond claſs of God's works are ranged all thoſe which the 
Vlajmilt ſtyleth Eis“ terrible acts, or the exertions of his power againſt 
His enemies; ſuch as, the deſtruction of the old world by water; of So- 
tor and Gomorrah by fre; of Pharaoh and his hoſt in the Red Sea; 
vi the Canaaniih nations by the ſword 3 and the victory gained over 
n end death by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt. In the third rank 
tand thoſe works which have proceeded from the * goodneſs of God, 
d his © righteouſnefs' in the performance of his promiſes. And «among 
theſe we may reckon all the different kinds of proviſion, which have 


* made by Providence for the bodies of men, and by grace for their 
ans 


. 


2 


7 The mem' ry of thy goodneſs reit 
they largely ſhall expreſs; * 
A f With 


— 


in its duration. 
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With ſongs of praiſe they ſhall extol 
thy perfect right'ouſneſs. | 
8 The Lord is very gracious, 
in him compaſſions flow; 
In mercy he is very great, 
and is to anger flow, 


Ver. 8, & 9. Mercy hath miſery for its object, and is that attribute 
towards which gthe cyes of a fallen world muſt naturally be turned, 
The Pſalmift hath, accordingly, introduced her laſt, wich great pomp 
and ſpender. She is above the heavens, and over all the earth, ſo that 
the whole creation findeth that refuge under the ſhadow of her wings, 


of which, by reaſon of man's tranſpretion, it ſtandeth in need. Ile. 


mercies of God are repreſented by a word, which in the original, rc- 
{ers to the feelings of a mother towards the child of ler womb.* Aud 
this is the very ſimilitude which he himſelf hath made uſe of, in tht 
moſt affecting and comſorting pailage of the prophecy of Iſaiah ; Chap. 
xlix. 15. Can a woman forpet her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould not 
have compaſſion on the ſoy of her womb? Yea, they may forget, yet 
* Will I not ſorget thee,” | 


9 The Lord JEHOVAH unto all 
his goodneſs doth declare: 
An! over all his other works 
bis tender mercies are. 
10 Thee all thy works ſhall praiſe, O Lord, 
and thee thy ſaints {hai} bleſs. 
11 They ſhall thy kingdom's glory ſhow, 
thy pow'r by ſpecch expreſs, 


12 To make the ſons of men to know 

his acts done migatily, 
And of his kingdom th' excellent 

and glorious majeſty. 

13 Thy kingdom ſhall for ever ſtand, 
thy rei2n through ages ail. 

14 God raiſeth all that are bow'd down, 
upholdeth all that fall. 


Ver. 10, IT, 12, & 13. As all the works' cf God, in their ſevera? 
ways, make a due return for the mercy vouchſafed unto them, and ſet 
forth his glory, ſo more eſpecially ought this to be done by man, who 
is the principle party concerned in the work of redemption. Ihe 
« ſaints” are the ſubjects of Meſſiah's kingdom ; and of that kingdon it 
is their duty to publiſh to the world the bleflings and the glories, to 
the end that when theſe are made known, the nations may be thercby 
induced to ſubmit their hearts to ſo gracious a ſceptre, and the domi— 
nion of Chriſt may become as univerſal in its extent, as it is everlaſting 


Ver. 14 
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Ver. 14. After having proclaimed the glory and eternity of the king- 
dom, the prophet draws a character of the King, who, in the execution 
of his regal and paſtoral office, is ever mindful of the neceſſitics of his 
ſubjects. To thoſe who, like Peter on the water, are ſinking under 
temptation, he ſtretcheth out his ſaving arm, ſupporting. and © uphold- 
+ ing them by his grace; and to thoſe who, like the woman in the goſ- 
pel, have long been * bowed down' with fin or forrow. he holdeth forth 
a pardon, raifing* and ſetting them upright again by his mercy, The 
caſe is the ſame with regard to outward diſtreſſes, from which God 
cither preſerves or delivers his people, as he ſees beſt for them. 


15. The eyes of all things wait on thee, 

| the giver of all good, 

. And thou in time convenient 

, beſtows on them their food. 

« 16 Thine hand thou op'neſt lib'rally, 

4 and of thy bounty gives 

* Enough to ſatisfy the need. 

t of ev'ry thing that lives. | 

t Ver. 15, & 16. What a beautiful picture is preſented ta view! We 


ſee the whole animal world aſſembled before us, with their eyes fixed 
on the great and bountiful Creator, like thoſe of a flock on their ſhep- 
hcrd, when he enters the field in time of dearth, with provender for 
them. From the ſame divine Perſon, as the Saviour of men, as the 
King, Father, and Paſtor of the church, do believers, with earneſt ex- 
pectation, wait for the food of eternal life. And neither one nor the 
other look and wait in vain, To both he giveth their meat in due 
_ he openeth his hand, and ſatisfieth the deſire of every living 
ching.“ | | . 
17 The Lord is juſt in all his ways, 
holy in his works all, 3 
18 God's near to all that call on him, 
in truth that on him call. 
19 He will accompliſh the deſire 
of thoſe that do him fear: 
He alſo will deliver them; 


and he their cry will hear. 

Ver, 18, & 19. It is our happineſs to have a.King, who is not, like 
earthly princes, difficult of acceſs, but one of whom the meaneſt ſubject 
may at any time obtain an audience, and be certain of having his re- 
queſt granted, if it be made in truth.” Without wavering, and with- 

mad eut hypocriſy, with humble confidence, and with unwearied conſtancy, 
| ſet expecting ſalvation from God in the way of duty and obedience; he 
who * Will fulfil the deſire of them that fear him.“ 


27 20 The Lord preſerves all who him love, 
8 that nought can them annoy; 

rcby But he all thoſe that wicked are 

king will utterly deſtroy. 


21 My 
r. 14 


21 My mouth the praiſes of the Lord: 
to publiſh ccaſe ſhall never: 


Let all fleſh bleſs his holy name 
for ever and for ever. 


13 * 


Ver. 20. To protect his ſubjects, and deſtroy their enemies, is the 
finiſhing part of the regal character, as here drawn from its great ori- 
ginal in the King of ſaints.“ By his grace he now preſerveth them 
from innumerable dangers and temptations, and gradually deſtroyeth. 
fin in them; and by his power he will hereafter execute, in the fulleſt 
and moſt extenſive ſenſe, this part of his office, The bodies of the 
righteous, preſerved to a joyſul reſurrection, ſhall he reunited to their 
ſouls, and both together, perſected and glorified, ſhall reign and ſhine 
with him for ever, Thus the Lord Jeſus Chriſt © preſerveth all that 
love him,” and maketh good his promiſe, © There ſhall not an hair of 
your head periſh,” Luke xi. 


Second — 


1 O LORD, thou art my God and King, 
Thee will I magnify and praiſe 
J will thee bleſs, and gladly ſing 
Unto thy holy name always. 
2 Each day J riſe I will thee bleſs, 
And praiſe thy name time without end. 
3. Much to be prais'd, and great God is; 
His greatneſs none can comprehend. 


4 Race ſhall thy works praiſe unto race, 
The mighty acts ſhow, done by thee. 

1 5 I will ſpeak of the glorious grace, 

| | And honour of thy majeſty; 
Thy wondrous works I will record. 

6 By men the might ſhall be extoll'd 
Of all thy dreadful acts, O Lord: 
And I thy greatneſs will unfold. 


7 They utter ſhall abundantly | 
The mem'ry of thy goodneſs great; 
And ſhall ſing praiſes chearfully 
Whilſt they thy right'ouſneſs relate. 

bi 3 The Lord our God is gracious, 

| Compaſſionate is he alſo; 

In mercy he is plenteous, 


1 But unto wrath and anger ſlow. 
0 5 ' 7 Good 
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9 Good unto all men is the Lord: 
O'er all his works his mercy is. 
10 Thy works all praiſe to thee afford; 
Thy ſaints, O Lord, thy name ſhall bleſs, | 
11 The glory of thy kingdom ſhow 1 
Shall they, and of thy power tell. 1 
12 That ſo mens ſons his deeds may know, 
His kingdom's grace that doth excel, 


13 Thy kingdom hath none end at all, 


It doth through ages all remain. 

14 The Lord upholdeth all that fall, 
The caſt down raiſeth up again. 

15 The eyes of all things, Lord, attend, 
And on thee wait, that here do live; 
And thou in ſeaſon due doſt ſend 
Sufficient food them to relieve. 


16 Yea, thou thine hand doſt open wide, 
And ev'ry thing doſt ſatisfy 
That lives, and doth on earth abide, 
Of thy great liberality. 

17 The Lord is juſt in his ways all, 
And holy in his works each one. 

18 He's near to all that on him call, 
Who call in truth on him alone. | 


19 God will the juſt defire fulfil 

Of ſuchas do him fear and dread : 
Their cry regard, and hear he will, 
And fave them in the time of need. 

20 The Lord preſerves all, more and leſs, 
That bear to him a loving heart: 
But workers all of wickedneſs 
Deſtroy will he, and clean ſubvert. 


21 Therefore my mouth and lips I'll frame 
To ſpeak the praiſes of the Lord : 
To magnify his holy name 
For ever let all fleſh accord. 
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| PSALM: CXLW. 
1 DRaiſe God. The Lord praiſe, O my ſoul, 
2 1 I'll praiſe God while I live: 
While Þ have being, to my God 
in ſongs ll praiſes give. 

"R 3 Truſt not in princes, nor man's ſon, 
oy in whom there is no ſtay. 3 
= 4 His breath departs, to's earth he turns : 

| that day his thoughts decay. 


Ver. I, & 2. No ſooner is one Hallelujah ended, but another begins; 
and the prophet, in imitation of thoſe who * reſt not day or night, ſtirs 
kimſelf up afreſh to praiſe the King of glory, the Creator and Re- 


* 


—— 1m — ——— TT" —_ 


gecmer. - 


5 O happy is that man, and bleſt, 
whom Jacob's God doth aid: 
Whoſe hope upon the Lord doth reſt, © 
and on his God is ſtzy'd: ; 
6 Who made the earth and heavens high, 
who made the ſwelling deep, T 
And all that is within the ſame : 
who truth doth ever keep: 
Ver. 3, 4, 5, 6. From Him, who is the * Prince of the kings of 
the earth, Zion looks for deliverance, and by Him her true ſons ex- 
& to be exalted. Hr &cepeth truth for ever; He is able and will- 
ning to perform his promiſes, and never diſappoints thoſe who truly rely 
on him. | | 
7 Who right'ous judgment executes 
for thoſe oppreſt that be, 
Who to the hungry giveth food. 
God ſets the pris' ners free. | 
. 8 The Lord doth give the blind bir ſight; 
1 the bowed down doth raiſe: 
The Lord doth dearly love all thoſe 
| that walk in upright ways. 475 
Ver. 7, 8, 9. All the things here ſpoken do well agree to the 
© Meſſiah, or 4 EHOVAH incarnate. He is the God of Jacob, who made 
©* heaven and earth, the fea, and all that therein is;“ and upon his ap- 
pearing among men in the body of our fle fn, he ſnewe d himſelf poſfeſſed 
of power to relieve all the wants,” corporeal and ſpiritual, cf paor loſt 
- mankind. When he reſcued men from the bondage of Satan, he exe - 
. cated judgment for the oppreſſed; when he fed thouſands by a mira- 
cle, or when he preached the word to ſuch as deſired to hear and re- 
ceive it, he © gave foed to the hungry: when, by pardon and grace, he 
© releaſed thoſe who were bound with the chains of their ſins, he looſed 
the priſoners :* when he poured light into the ſightleſs eye-ball, or 


Muminated with ſaving knowledge the underſtanding of the iquorary 
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he opened the eyes of the blind; when he made the crooked woman 


ſtraigbt, or reQiked the obliquity of a depraved will, he © raiſed thoſe 
« that, were bowed down :* while he proteReth, and guideth to the city 
of their eternal habitation, his dnn people, who are exiles, pilgrims, 
and ſojourners upon earth, he © preſeryeth the ſtrangers;' when he be- 


came a huſband to the church, and a parent to her deſtitute children, 


he © relieved the fatherleſs and widow :' and when he ſhall come in his 
glorious maſeſt , to reward his ſervants and to confound their ene mies, / 
vill be ſo how ˙ the phony and arvch che ry of 
the fubjes of fo a King! . OE | 5 
9 The ſtranger's ſhield, the widow's ſtay, 
the orphan's help is he: _ 
But yet by him the wicked's way 
_ > turn'd upſide down ſhall be. 
10 The Lord Mall reign for evermare 
thy God, O Zion, he 
| Reigns to all generations. 
Praiſe to the Lord give ye. 


PSA CXLVI. . 
I P the Lord; for it is good 
praiſe to our God to ſing: 


4 


For it is pleaſant, and to praiſe | "Y 


it is a comely thing. 
2 God doth build up Jeruſalem: 
and he it is alone | 
That the diſpers'd of Iſrael 
| doth gather into one. | | 

Ver. I. Praiſe is good' and acceptable to God our Saviour, whoſe 
glory is the great end of man's creation and redemption: and it is 
« pleaſant and comely for man, being the only return he can make for 
thoſe, and all other mercies; the offspring of gratitude, and the expreſ- 
ſion of love; the elevation of the ſonl, and the antepaſt of heaven; 


its own reward in this life, aud an introduction to the felicities of the 
next. | 


Ver. 2. If this Pſalm were written on occaſion of the return from 


Babylon, and the rebuilding of the earthly city, the ideas are to be trans- | 


ferred, as in other Pſalms of theme kind, to a more important reſto- 
ration from a much worſe captivity, and to the building up the church 
under the goſpel, when Chriſt © gathered together in one the children 
of God that were ſcattered abroad; John xi. 52. that is in the words 
of our Pſalm, he gathered together the outcaſts of Iſrael, S0 ſhall 
he again, at the reſurrection, gather together his elect from the four 


* © winds, Matt. xxiv. 31. and * build up a Jeruſalem," in which they 


ſhall ſerve and praiſe him for ever. 
3 3 Thoſe that are broken in their hearts, 
and prieved in their minds, 
| H h 5 


He 


_ 


PSALM CXLVII. 
a He healeth, and their painful wounds 
he tenderly up- binds. 75 
4 He counts the number of the ſtars: 
he names them ev'ry one. 
5 Great is our Lord, and of great pow'r : 
his wiſdom ſearch can none. 
Ver. 3. Thus Chriſt came * to preach deliverance to the * captives, 
* and to bind up the broken hearted ;*.Iſ{az. Ixi. 1. Luke iv. 18. to ſpeak 
pardon and peace to the wounded and contrite ſpirit, and to put'a new 
fong of thankſgiving in the mouth of thoſe whom he hath brought out 
of the deep pit, and ſet their feet upon the Rock of Ages. — The hour 
is coming, when God ſhall alſo heal the breaches which death has 
made in the bodies of his people, and trenſlate them likewiſe from Ba- 
bylon to Jeruſalem. ' 
Ver. 4. And he who does this, cannot heagnorant of the ſituation 
and circumſtances of his elet. He knoweth each individual, and num- 
bereth all the atoms which go-to the compoſition of his frame. He can 
call his ſaints, from the depths of earth and ſea, * by their names,” as 
when once he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come ſor th.“ 


; 6 The Lord lifts up the meek, and caſt 
the wicked to the ground: * - 
7 Sing to the Lord, and give him thanks; 
on harp his praiſes ſound : 
8 Who covereth the heav'n with clouds, 
who for the earth below © 
Prepareth rain, who maketh graſs 
upon the mountains grow. | 
Ver. 7, 8, & 9. The faithful praiſe God ſor his goodneſs to the ani- 
mal world, both on account of that goodneſs in itſelf, and allo becauſe 
they behold therein an emblem and aſſurance of his mercy to them- 
felves. He who, by ſending rain on the mountains, which could not 
otherwiſe be watered, provideth food for the wild beaſts inhabiting 
thoſe mountains, will never leave the lambs of his flock deſtitute. * Be- 
hold, ſaith our Lord, the fowls of the air; for they ſow not, neither 
do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feed- 
eth them. Are ye not much better than they? | 
9 He gives the beaſt his food, he feeds 
t.hbe ravens young that cry, : 
10 His pleaſure not in horſes ſtrength, 
= nor in man's legs doth lie. 
11 But in all thoſe that do him fear 
the Lord doth pleafure take, 
In thoſe that to his mercy do 
by hope themſelves betake. 
Ver. 10, & 11. The hiſtory of Iſrael is one continual exemplifica- 
tion of this truth; and, in our ſpiritual warfare, * this is the victory 
* whack overcomech the world, even our rA 1 TR.“ John v. 4. 
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12 The Lord praiſe, O Jeruſalem : 
Zion, thy God confeſs. 
13 For thy gates bars he maketh ſtrong : 
thy ſons in thee doth bleſs. _ 
14 H- in thy borders maketh peace, 
with fine wheat filleth thee. . 
15 He ſends forth his command on earth : 
his word runs ſpeedily. 


16 Hoar froſt, like aſhes, ſcatt'reth he: 
like wool he ſnow doth give. 
17 Like morſels caſteth forth his ice: 
who in his cold can live? 
18 He ſendeth forth his mighty word, 
and melteth them again: | | 
His winds he makes to blow, and then 


the waters flow amain. 

Ver T5———18, The wonders of nature repreſent to us the miracles 

of grace, and the chang of ſeaſons produceth not greater alterations 
e 


in the world, than choſe which take place in the ſou}, when God hi- 
deth or reſtoreth the light of his countenance, which, like its emblem, 
the bright luminary in the heavens at its departure leaves winter be- 
hind it; and brings the ſpring with it at its return. | 
19 The doctrine of his holy word 
| to Jacob he doth ſhow ; 
His ſtatutes and his judgments he 
gives Iſrael to know. 
20 To any nation never he 
ſuch favour did afford : | 
For they his judgments have not known, 
O do ye praiſe the Lord, 


Ver. 19, & 20. That © word,” the effects of which upon the ſpiritual 
ſyſtem are ſimilar to thoſe experienced by nature in the vernal ſeaſon, 
tha © word was ſhewed unto Jacob, and became the property of © Iſ- 
* rael,” while Iſrael continued to be the church of God. It hath ſince 
been made over, with all its types realized, and its prophecies accom- 
pliſhed in Jeſus, to the church Chriſtian ; it is that peculiar bleſſing, 
which diſtinguiſhes her from the reſt of the world, and for which her 
children are bound, at all times, to © praiſe the Lo R D. 


PSALM CXLVIII. 
I PR AIS E God. From heavens praiſe the Lord: 
in heights praiſe to him be. | 
2 All ye his angels, praiſe ye him; 
his hoſts all, praiſe him ye, 
H h 2 30 


PSALM CXLVII. 


3 O praiſe ye him, both ſun and moon; 

ä praiſe him, all ſtars of light. 3 

4 Yeheav'nsof heavn's him praiſe, and floods 

above the heaven's height. 

Ver. 1, & 2. When ow ſaw in vifion the Kng of olory ſeated on 
his throne, he tells us that he heard all the angels which ſtood around 
the throne, with the elders, and every creature in heaven, earth, and 
ſea, liſting up their voices, and ſinging together a hymn of thankſgiv- 
ing in honour of Him, Such a choir we find here ſummoned by the 


inſpired Plalmiſt, and exhorted to join and aflift him in praifing the 
fame divine Perſon, . 


5 Let all the creatures praiſe the name 
_ of our almighty Lord : 
For he commanded, and they were 
created by his word. | 
6 He alſo for all times to come | 
hath them eſtabliſh'd ſure: 
He hath appointed them a law 


which ever ſhall endure. 

Ver. 2—6. The material heavens, through all their various regions, 
with the luminaries placed in them, and the waters ſuſtained by them, 
though they have neither ſpeech nor language, de in a very intelligble 

® znd ſtriking manner, declare the glory of God; and call- upon vs to g 
Tranflate their actions into our language, and copy their obedience in 

our lives; that ſo we may, both by word and deed, glorify, with them, 

the Creator of the univerſe, 


2 Praiſe ye JEHOVAH from the earth, 
dragons and ev'ry deep. 
8 Fire, bail, ſnow, vapour, ſtormy wind, | 
his word that fully keep. 
9 All hills and mountains, fruitful trees, 
and all ye cedars high. 
10 Beaſts, and all cattle, creeping things, 
- and all ye birds that fly. 


Ver. 7. From heaven above, the Plalmiſt deſcendeth to the deep he. 
neath, which, while it proclaims the power, obſerves the laws and de- 
=. crees of Him who made it, and poured it abroad. Aud the ſame may 
4 be ſaid of its enormous inhabitants, which are under the command of 
FF Jenovan, and of none but Him. | 
Ver, 8. Theſe are ſo many meſſengers, always ready to go forth, at 
the command of the Moſt High, for the purpoſes of mercy, or judg- 
ment. | 
Ver. 9, & 10. Who ſhall ever underſtand and comprehend all the 
wiſdom of God diſplayed in the vegetable world, from the cedar to 
the hyfſop; in the animal, from the elephant to the ant, from the ea- 
We: gle to the ſparrow! The more we ſtudy them, the more we ſhall find 
5 him glorified in them; and the more, on that account, will he be glo- 
; rified by us, 8 


11 Kings 
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PSALM CXLVIII. 
11 Kings of the earth, all nations; 
princes, earth's judges all: 
12 Both young men, yea, and maidens too, 
old men, and children ſmall. 
13 Let them God's name praiſe; for his name 
alone is excellent: 
His glory reacheth far above 


the earth, and firmament. 


Ver. Ir, 12, & 13. After the whole creation hath been called upen 
to praiſe I nHõ AH; man, ſor whom the inferior creatures were made; 
man, the laſt and moſt perfect work of God on earth; man, that hatk 
been ſince redeemed by the blood of the Son of God incarnate, is (x- 
horted to join and fill up the univerſal chorus of heaven and earth, as 
being connected with both worlds, that which now is, and that which 
is to come. Perſons of every degree, of each ſex, and of every age; 
kings, whoſe power God hath made an image of his own, and who 
are the ſuns of their reſpective ſyſtems;' * Judges,” and magiſtrates of 
all kinds, who derive their power, as the moon and planets do their 
light, ſrom its original ſource ; young men and maidens, in the flow- 
er of health, ſtrength, and beauty; old men,” who have accompliſhed 
their warfare, and are going out of life; © children,” who are juſt come 
into it, and ſee every thing new before them; all theſe have their ſeve- 
ral reaſons ſor * praiſing the Lord, whoſe. name is excellent, and his 
glory above heaven and earth.“ 


14 His people's horn, the praiſe of all 
his ſaints, exalteth he; | 
Ev 'n Iſr'al's ſeed, a people near 
to him. The Lord praiſe ye. 
Ver. 14. As men above all other creatures, ſo, above other men, the 
Iſrael' of God, the people' that are admitted to draw near unte 


* him,” are bound to praiſe him, who now * exalteth' them from ſin to 
righteouſneſs, and will hereafter exalt them from duſt to glory. 


Second Verſion. 


I HE Lord of heav'n confeſs ; 
On high his glory raiſe, 
2 Him let all angels bleſs, 
Him all his armies praiſe, 
3 Him glorify 
Sun, moon, and ſtars; 
4 Te higher ſpheres, 
And cloudy ſky. 
5 From God your beings are: 
Him therefore famous make. 
You all created were, 


When he the word but ſpake. 


6 And 
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6 And from that place, 7 
Where fix'd you be n 

By his decree, m 

You cannot pals. , 


7 Praiſe God from earth below, 

Ye dragons, and ye deeps : | 
8 Fire, hail, clouds, wind, and ſnow; 

Whom in command he keeps, 
9 Praife ye his name, 

Hills great and ſmall, 
Trees low and tall; 
10 Beaſts wild and tame. 


All things that creep or fly. 
rr Ye kings, ye vulgar throng, 


All princes mean or high, - 

12 Both men and virgins young ;. tc 
Ev'n young and old, 2 

13 Exalt bis name; 1 
: For much his fame | 1 
Should be extoll'd.: 


O let God's name be prais d 
Above both earth and ſky. 
14 For he his ſaints hath rais'd, 
And ſet their horn on high; 
Ev'n thoſe that be 
Of Iſra*l's race, 
Near to his grace. 
The Lord praiſe ye. 


PSALM CXLIX. 
I PRABE ye the Lord; unto him ſing 


a new ſong, and his praiſe, 
In the aſſembly of his ſaints, 
in ſweet pſalms do ye raiſe, 
2 Let Iſra'l in his Maker joy, 
and to him praiſes ſing: 
Let all that Zion's children are 
be joyful in their King. 
Ver. x, 2, & 3. Chriſtians are now the people, to whom belong the 


aames and characters of ſaints, Kracl, and children of Zion.“ They 
; is [4 fog 
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« fing* this holy * ſong,” as the Pſalmiſt hath enjoined them to da. 
They ſing it new' in its evangelical ſenſe, as new men, celebrating 
new victories, new and greater mercies, a ſpiritual ſalvation, an cter- 
nal redemption, They * rejoice in Him who hath made, or created 
them again, in righteouſneſs and true holineſs; they are joyful in 
their King, who hath himſelf overcome, and is now leading them on 
to final conqueſt and triumph, to honour and immortality, 


3 O let them unto his great name ; 
give praiſes in the dance: 
Let them with timbrel and with harp 
in ſongs his praiſe advance : 
4 For God doth pleaſure take in thoſe 
that his own people be, 
And he with his ſalvation 
the meek will beautify, 

Ver 4, & 5. Such *© pleaſure* the King of Zion taketh in his people, 
that he hath not diſdained to become like one of them; to partake of 
their fleſh and blood, and to give them his Spirit; he was made man, 
to purchaſe them by his death; and, as a man, he is gone into heaven, 
to prepare a place for them. From thence he will return, to © beautify 
© the meek with ſalvation,” and place on the heads of lis true diſciples, 
the lowly, patient, and peaceable ones, a bright and incorruptible crown. 
Therefore are the ſaints joyful in glory; they ſing aloud,” in a ſtate 
ol perſe& eaſe and fecurity, reſting from their labours, but not from 
their hallelvjahs, 

5 And in his glory excellent 
let all his ſaints rejoice.: 
Let them to him upon their beds 
aloud lift up their voice. 
6 Let in their mouth aloft be rais'd 
the bigh praiſe of the Lord, 
And let them have in their right hand 
a ſharp two-edged ſword 


7 To execute the vengeance due 
upon the heathen all, 
And make deſerved puniſhment - 
upon the people fall : 
8 And ev'n with chains, as pris'ners, bind 
their kings that them command, 
Yea and with iron fetters ftrong- - 
the nobles of their land; 


On them the judgment to perform 
found written in his word: : 
This 


PSALM. CL. 
This honour is to all his ſaints. 
O do ye praiſe the Lord. 


PSALM CL. 
1 DRaiſe ye the Lord. God's praiſe within 
his ſanctuary raiſe : 
And to him in the firmament 
of his pow'r give ye praiſe. 
2 Becauſe of all his mighty acts, 
with praiſe him magnify : 
O praiſe him, as he doth excel 
in glorious majeſty. os 
Ver. 1. The mater al heavens, and their inceſſant operations, are 
the appointed inſtruments of life and motion in the natural world, and 
they afford us ſome idea of that power of God unto ſalvation, which 
\ is manifeſted in his church, by the effects produced on the ſouls of men, 


through the gracious influences of the L164 T divine, and the $ p1- 
R 1 T of holineſs, conſtituting the * firmament of God's power,” in the 
new creation. 

Ver. 2. Mighty* were the acts which God wrought for Iſrael, 
and“ Great' was the Holy One in the midſt of his ancient people; 
but far mightier acts did he perform in Chritt Jeſus; and more + excel» 
* lent greatneſs' hath he maniſeſted in the redemption of his people. 

— O that their gratitude bore ſome proportion to his goodneſs ! : 


3 Praiſe him with trumpets ſound : his praiſe 
with pſaltery advance. 
4 With timbrel, harp, ſtring'd inſtruments, 
and organs, in the dance. 
5 Praiſe him en cymbals loud: him praiſe 
on cymbals ſounding high. 
6 Let each thing breathing praiſe the Lord. 
Praiſe to the Lord give ye. 


Ver. 3.4, & F. If the worſhippers of Baal join in a chorus to cele- 
brate the praiſes of their idol, the ſervants of Jenovan ſhould drown 
it, by one that is ſtronger and more powerful, in praiſe of Him who 
made heaven and earth. If the men of the world rejoice in the ob- 
je& of their adoration, let the children of Zion be joyful in their King. 

Ver 6. The breath of natural life, which God hath breathed into our 
| - noſtrils, and the breath of that new and eternal life, which he bath gi- 
ven his people through Chriſt Jeſus their Lord, ſhould be returned in 
ob hallelujahs. And then his church, compoſed of many and different mem- 
| bers, all actuated by the ſame Spirit, and conſpiring together in per- 
fect harmony, would be like one great-inſtrument, ſounding forth the 

praiſcs of God Moſt High. ; 


FINTIS. 


